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WOMAN'S FRIENDSHIP. 



CHAPTER L 

FRIENDSHIP DEMANDS EQUAtlTT OF STATION. — ^XHITE AFFfiCTIoi 

DEVOID OF SELFISHNESS. 

" Beware, dear Florence ; I fear this warm attachmen 
must end in disappointment, fidly as I can sympathize m 
its present happiness/' was the warning' address of Mrs. 
Leslie to an animated girl, who, on the receipt of a note 
and its rapid perusal, had bounded towards her mother 
with an exclamation of irrepressible joy. 

" Disappointment, dearest mother ! How can that be ?*' 
was her eager reply. 

" Because friendship, even more than love, demands 
equality of station. Friends cannot be to each other what 
they ought to be, if the rank of one party be among the 
nobles of the land, that of the other lowly as your own. 

" And so I told her, dear mother ; at least so my manner 
must have: said, for she once called me a silly girl to be so 
terrified at rank, and asked me if I fancied, because 
* Lady' was prefixed to her name, it raised up an im- 
passable barrier between Ida Yilliers and Florence Leslie. 
I loved her from that moment." 

" No doubt," replied her mother, smiling. " Yet, my 
Florence, I wish the first friendship your warm heart had 
formed had been with some other than its present object. 
You do not know how oflen I have longed for you to find 
a friend of your own sex, and nearly of your own age, on 
whom to expend some of those ever-gushing afiections you 
avish so warmly on me and Minie— " 

" And ray father and Walter, do I not love them ?'' 
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laughingly inlerrupted Florence, kneeling down to caress 
her mother as she spoke. 

" Nay, if I must enumerate all whom Florence loves, 1 
believe we must add Minie's kitten and Walter's grey- 
hoimd, and all the mute animals which come to her foi 
protection and care," rejoined Mrs. Leslie in the same 
tone ; " hut, nevertheless, I have longed for you to find a 
friend, because I feel you stand almost alone." 

" Alone, mother I with you and Minie ? How can you 
speak so ? Have I ever wished or sought another ?" 

" No, love ; but that is no reason why your mother 
should not wish it for you. Minie is a pet, a plaything 
for us all, younger in looks and manner than thirteen years 
may justify, and no companion for your present pursuits 
and opening pleasures." 

" But are not you — " 

" I cannot be to you all I wish, my warm-hearted girl, 
or all your fancy pictures me," replied Mrs. Leslie, with 
difficulty suppressing emotion ; " confined as I am, almost 
continually, to a sofa or bed ; often incapacitated firom the 
smallest exertion, even from hearing the gay laughter of 
my children ; my sufferings are aggravated by the painful 
thought, that now you need female companionship and 
sympathy more than ever, I cannot give them. A few 
years ago you were still a child, and your natural light- 
heartedness bore you up against all that might seem melan- 
choly in your home. But within the last year I have 
observed that my sufferings have too often infected you 
^ith more sadness than they inflict upon me ; and con- 
tinually to watch with me, and to bear with me, and think 
for me, this is no task for you, my Florence." 

"I: is so precious even in its sorrow, that I would not 
resign it for any thing that other fiiends might offer, dearest 
mother. It is only the last two years I have been con- 
scious of all I owe to you, and all you endure, and all the 
trouble and sadness my wilfulness must often have occa- 
sioned you. And if I have seemed more thoughtful and 
serious, it is because I have only now begun to think and 
feel." 

" And for that very reason, my child, I have wished you 
to find some friend, whose affection and personal charactci 
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might sometimes give you more cheerful matters of medi' 
tation, and a happy change of scene. You are only toe 
prone to think and feel, and might become morbidly sen- 
sitive before either of us had imagined the danger. I 
know, too, that there is an age when the young require 
more than their natural relatives whom to respect and 
love ; they fancy it no credit to be loved merely in theii 
domestic circle ; they need an interchange of sentiment 
and pursuit, and all their innocent recreations and graver 
duties acquire double zest from being shared by another. 
Sympathy is the magic charm of life ; and a friend will 
both give it, and feel it, and never shrink from speaking 
truth, however painful, kindly indeed, but faithfully, and 
will infuse and receive strength by the mutual confidence 
of high and religious principle. Trust me, there are such 
friends, my Florence, finends that will cling to each other 
through weal and through woe, who will never permit 
coldness oi distrust to creep in, and dull their truth ; aye, 
and who will stand by, protecting and comforting, should 
sorrow or even sin be the lot of the one, and that of the 
other be happiness complete." 

Mrs. LesHe ceased, her voice becoming almost inaudible 
from emotion or exhaustion. Florence imagined the latter 
cause, for their was a deep flush on her mother's usually 
pallid cheek which alarmed and pained her, and throwing 
her arms arouud her neck, she begged her not to talk too 
much, dearly as she loved to hear her, adding somewhat 
mournfully, "You have indeed pictured true friendship, 
mother, and that which I yearn for ; Lad/ Ida may be all 
this to me, but I am too lowly in station and in merit to 
be such to her ; though I do feel I could go to the world's 
end to make her happier than she is. Oh, mother, if yon 
did but know her as I do." 

" Without that pleasure, my dear child, I have seen 
enough of her to know that, were her rank less high, I 
could not wish a dearer, truer friend fcr Florence. A 
character like yours, almost too clinging, too affectionate, 
needs the support of fimmess and self-control, qualities I 
have never seen possessed in a more powerful degree than 
by liady Ida. But remember, my Florence, it is not only 
the disparity of rank which must eventually -separate you 
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Lady Ida is about to leave England to reside in Italy for an 
indefinite time." 

"And "with my whole heart I wish she could set off 
directly, lonely as I should feel/' exclaimed Florence 
eagerly. 

" No doubt you do ; for there never was any selfishness 
in true afiection, be it friendship or love. Yet still I wish 
there had been no occasion for this self-renunciation, and 
that your first fiiendship had not been with one from whom 
you win so soon be called upon to part." 

** But I would not lose the pleasure of the present ta 
escape the pain of the future. You know, dear mother, I 
always say I feel that pleasure and pain are twins ; I nevei 
feel one without the other, and I should be a poor miser- 
able being, without a particle of spirit or animation, if 1 
were to give up the joy of the one feeling for fear of the 
suffering of the other." 

There was an indefinable expression of sadness on the 
countenance of Mrs. Leslie as her mild eye rested on the 
beaming features of her child. It was an expression which 
others might often have remarked, but when observed by 
Florence she believed it natural to those beloved features, 
marking perhaps greater suffering of body than usual, and 
in consequence calling forth increased tenderness on her 
part. 

'' It is too late to wish the present pleasure recalled, my 
child I continue to love Lady Ida, only remember there 
must be a cloud in your horizon of joy, that this intimacy 
cannot last, even if she return to England; Your respec- 
tive fifjtations cannot permit the confidence of perfect fiiend- 
ship, and my Florence has too much of her mother's pride 
to seek to be a h/umble friend." 

" I could never be such to Lady Ida," replied Florence, 
" for she would cease to love me, or at least to feel the 
same interest in me, if I were. No, mother, no ; I am 
not ashamed to stand in a lower grade than hers. I shaU 
never become one of those despicable chiiracters, who, at- 
tempting to rise above, sink lower than their natural 
station, and thus expose themselves to laughter and cou 
tempt." 



WOJULN's F&IENPSUIP* 18 



CHAPTER n. 

THE LESLIE FAMILY. — A MYSTERY. — ^LOVE OF COUNTRY AFFECTEB 

BY ASSOCIATIONS. 

The family, of whom the aaimated speaker of the pre- 
eeding chapter formed eg engaging a part, consisted oi 
Mr. and Mrs. Leslie and thdr three .children. They, had 
resided for several years in the lovely little village of 
'Babbicombe, situated on . the siouth coast of Devonshire. 
Occasional visits had indeed been made to the metropoHs, 
and other parts of England ; but their home was Devon- 
shire, and there had the afiections of Florence taken root, 
with aU the enthusiasm of her nature, London she ab- 
horred ; she fancied its denizens were cold and heartless, 
and her mind had not yet received the magic touch which 
could awaken it tp those treasures of art and science which 
the emporium of England's glory so richly contains. As 
yet, the music of the birds and streams, and the deeper 
base and varied tones of Ocean, were sweeter harmonies 
than the rarest talent of the capital. The opening flowers, 
the diversified scene of hill and dale, the groups of village 
children, of sturdy peasants and rustic girls, amid the fields 
and orchards, presented to her fancy lovelier pictures and 
more perfect forms than the finest gaUeries of art. 

The feelings and mysteries of her own loving heart and 
simple min^. pjesentei enough variety; she needed^ not 
change of society tc develop her intuitive perception of 
character. Heading with ^.vidity all fhat she could obtain 
— history, poetry, romance, all that could, delineate nature 
according to the responses of her own heart — she needed 
no other recreation. The gentle counsels of Mrs. Leshe 
preserved lier from all that mawkish sentiment and undue 
prominence of romance which in some dispositions might 
have resulted from such indiscrimina\e reading at an age 
80 early. But Florence Leslie was no heroine, to take a 
volume of Byron or Moore, and wander, alone amid the 
vocks, and fells, and woods of Babbicombe, and weep in 
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secret, imagining herself to be some lovelorn damsel, and 
pining for all the fascinating heroes of whom she read. 
That she was often seen tripping lightly, on an early 
summer morning, or a cool fresh evening, down the hiU 
to a favorite cleft in a rock almost hidden by luxuriant 
brushwood which covered it, and within hearing of the 
sonorous voice of old Ocean, and seen too with a book in 
her hand, we pretend not to deny. But look not aghast, 
ye votaries of Byron and Moore, that volume was gener- 
ally one of Felicia Hemans, or Mary Howitt; or, if of 
deeper lore, Wordswqrth, Coleridge, the stirring scenes of 
Scott, or the domestic pictures of Edgeworth, Mirford, or 
Austin. Florence was not yet old enough, or perchance 
wise enough, to appreciate the true poetic beauties of 
Lord Byron's thrilling lays, or the sweeter, softer music 
of Moore. She was as yet only sensible of that which 
pleased her fancy and touched her heart; and,Jtherefore, 
to these poets her gentle spirit echoed no reply. 

But Florence was not so wedded to her books, and 
shrubs, and flowers, as to eschew those pleasures which 
might perhaps appear somewhat irrelevant to such a quiet 
life. No one loved a ball so well, no one was so Hghtly 
gay in all festivity and mirth. The morning hour might 
see her in tears over a favorite book, the evening find her 
the life and centre of a happy group of children, laughing, 
dancing, like the youngest there. 

Such she was at the age of fifteen ; seventeen years 
found this internal and external happiness somewhat 
clouded She became more awake to outward things— to 
the consciousness of, and sympathy with, the suflerings of 
a mother whom she loved with no common love. For the 
last five years, Mrs* LesUe had been laboring under an 
incurable disease, which not only always debihtated her 
firame, producing 9 languor and depression under which 
many a mind would have simk, but exposed her at inter- 
vals to the most excruciating suffering, which she would 
yet bear so uncomplainingly, so heroically, that very often 
the damp drops on lier brow, or a fainting fit, would be 
the first sign that she was enduring pain. A sudden 
and violent disease would have alarmed, and thus excited 
the attention even of a child ; but Mrs. Leslie's complaint 
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had crept on so silently and unsuBpeotedly, her langiioi 
and weakness were so successfully combatted, that it was 
not strange that Florence should have failed to observe 
them at first, and that when she did so, the fact should 
have dashed her glowing visions with a saddening shade. 
She felt the pleasures of gayety were alloyed, for she could 
never join in them with her mother. 

True the yearning for something more to love was not 
strong enough to afiect her happiness ; for, when by Mrs. 
Leslie's side, listening to her loved counsels, or caressing 
her young and joyous sister Mary, (or Minie, as she was 
always called,) she felt it not. It was only when taking 
a ramble too long for Minie, or joining in the pleasures of 
evening society, for which Minie was too young, and which 
were for Mrs. Leslie too painM an exertion, that she was 
conscious she might be happier still. 

There .was an ardent longing in Florence Leslie's heart 
from her earliest years, which most people imagined but 
romantic folly engendered by indiscriminate reading, and 
a consequent love of adventure, but which (strange to say) 
always appeared to cause Mrs. Leslie some uneasiness. 
All that concerned Italy, from the driest history, the 
deepest antiquarian research, to the lightest poem, were 
pored over with a pertinacity, a constancy, wluch no one 
but Mr. and Mrs. Leslie, perhaps, could comprehend. 
Rogers's poem she committed to memory page after page, 
simply for recreation ; and she learned to draw, chiefly in 
order to copy every print of Italy, modem or ancient, which 
came before her. 

" What would I not give to have some claim on that 
lovely land ?" she had said one day, when only twelve 
years old. " It is so foolish merely to love. Now, if I had 
by some strange chance been bom there, I might love Italy 
as much as I pleased. By the way, papa, where was 1 
bom? I have asked mamma several times, and ther 
seems a fatality attending her answer, for I do not know 
yet." 

Mr. Leslie's face was shaded by his hand, and it was 
twilight, or Florence must have discovered that his coun- 
tenance was slightly troubled ; but he answered quietly, 
" If you so much wish to forswear poor old England as 
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your birthplace, xny dear child, you have my pemuBaioa M 
to do. For, in truth, if to be bom in a country makes you 
a child of the soil, you are Italian, having first seen the 
light about twenty miles from the fair town whose name 
you bear." 

" Italian ! really, truly, Italian ! Oh ! you dear, good 
father, to tell me so. Now may I love it as much as 1 
please. Italy, dear, beautiM Italy ! I am your own child ! 
Mamma, naughty mamma!'' she continued, bounding 
to Mrs. Leslie, as she entered the room, " wny did you 
never tell me I was Italian ? I must go and tell Walter 
and nurse ;" and away she flew, utterly unconscious of the 
agitation her words had produced in Mrs. LesHe, who, as 
the door closed behind her, sank on a chair by her hus- 
band's side faintly exclaiming, 

" Edward, dearest Edward ! what have you told her ?" 

** Nothing, dearest^ trust me — ^nothing that can in any 
way disturb her serenity or happiness, or excice ine least 
suspicion in herself or others, inimical to her present or 
future peace. I did but tell her she was bom in Italy, 
which, did she ever mingle with my family, she would find 
many to confirm ; and you know it is but the truth, dearest 
wife." 

Mrs. Leslie breathed more freely. 

" I am very weak and very foolish,'* she said, afler a 
pause ; '* but the slightest reference to her oirth utterly 
unnerves me. Dearest Edward, there come to me at 
times such horrible forebodings, as if we had scarcely dona 
right to act as we have done ; and, yet it was my own 
request, my first weighty boon, and not gnm.ted by you with- 
out a painful struggle ; if there be fault — ^if evil come of it 
— ^I have brought it on myself' 

"Do not speak thua, my noble Mary," was her hus- 
band's instant reply, pressing her as he spoke to hia 
bosom. " What fault can there be in acting as you did ? 
What evil can come firom it to dash your noble deed with 
woe ?" 

"If ^he should ever learn — " faintly murmured Mrs 
LesHe ; " ever know the tmth — " 

"It is not likely she ever willi nor can there be any 
need she should. Loved, cherished, aye, and dutiful and 
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ftfiectionate as she is, God grant that slie may never leave 
our home till she quits it for a happier one." 

" Amen I" fervently responded Mrs. Leslie ; and what 
further might have passed between them was checked by 
the re-entrance of their child. 

As Florence outgrew the period of childhood, and 
merged into opening womanhood, there was something 
in the intense blackness of her large, lustrous eye, the 
glossy tresses of her long, jet-black hair, the rich com- 
plexion, which, though refined, and rendered peculiarly 
dehcate from the effects of an English climate, was cer- 
tainly more brunette than blonde, that seemed in truth to 
mark her of more southern origin than her mother and 
little sister, between whom and herself there was no 
affinity of feature whatever. Minie was a lovely English 
child, exquisitely fair, vdth deep blue eyes, and clustering 
curls of gold, and a voice that, even at twelve years old, 
was something so extraordinary in its compass, its flexi- 
bility, that many a professor might have envied her the 
gift. 

Florence was no regular beauty, but very graceful, with 
a modest and vanning manner, and an ever-varying ex- 
pression of feature, which rendered her a most loveable 
creature. Flattery, Florence instinctively abhorred ; but 
if any one told her her eyes and complexion were more 
Italian than English, she would be as innocently delighted 
as a child wdth a new toy. 

The other child of Mr. and Mrs. Leslie was a delicate 
boy, two years the junior of Florence, between whom and 
himself many an animated discussion was wont to take 
place. On what they termed the respective merits of their 
respective countries. On one of these occasions, Florence 
met the glance of her mother, full of that sorrov^diil 
meaning wiiich she had only lately learned to remark, 
and she hastened towards her to cover her with caresses, 
and ask if she could do any thing to alleviate her pain. 

" Manmia does not like to hear you abuse old England," 
was Walter's laughing rejoinder, as her mother assured 
her she was not suflering. 

" I do not abuse it ; I love it Walter ; but I love Ital} 
more, and mamma loves it too." 



18 woman's feiendship. 

" Not better than England, Florence ; not eo well : look 
at her eyes." 

Florence did look, and seemed disappointed ; Mrs. ^eslie 
smiled. 

" I have passed many happy, bnt more sorrowful days 
in Italy, my dear childien ; and, as we generally love a 
comitry from association, I candidly own it would give me 
more pain than pleasure to visit those classic shores again." 

" There !'* exclaimed Walter, triumphantly. 

" It is not likely I shall ever have the happiness of seeing 
them ; so let me love on, at least," rejoined Florence, in a 
sorrowful tone. 
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CHAPTER m. 

EFFECTS OF FASmONABLE TRAINING. — THE STORY OPENS. 

Among the many visitors to the mild and beautiful sea* 
port of Torquay, was the family of Lord Melford, a no- 
bleman, with whom Mr. Leslie, during his casual visit* 
to the metropolis, had become acquainted, from having 
done Lim some essential service in the way of business. 
The climate of Devonshire having been recommended for 
the health of one of his daughters, two successive winters 
found the family comfortably domiciled in a noble resi- 
dence near the town, acknowledged to be second only to 
Tor Abbey in importance, both for interior arrangements, 
and exterior beauty ; its picturesque localities possessing all 
the varied charms of hill and dsde, wood and water, pecu- 
liar to Devonshire. 

Lady Melford and her daughters made it a point to 
return Mr. Leslie's services by attentions to that gentle- 
man's family. Florence was not a being to be passed 
unnoticed. Her animation, her grace, her cultivated mind, 
and intuitive refinement, were acknowledged even by those 
accustomed to the most fashionable society; and, conse- 
quently, she was invited to St. John's, made much of by the 
Misses Melford, dignified Iry the title of the Honorable Emily 
Melford's "intimate friend." caressed by the Viscountess 
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lerself, and though not yet "aut," admitted to all Ihoii 
domestic festivities. 

Still Florence retamed her indepeiident spirit, her love 
of her own more humble home, untinged by a wish to ex- 
change her unpretending sphere for that of her noble 
friends. Notwithstanding that she became an object of 
envy to many a young lady in the vicinity, who thought 
her pretensions to the notice of Lady Melford were quite 
as good as Miss Leslie's, not one in the whole neighbor- 
hood could be found to say that this distinction had 
changed one tittle of her character. She was heard to 
declare that it was worth while to mix with grandeur and 
be petted by strangers a little while, as it only made her 
feel how much dearer was her home, how much more 
precious the love of its inmates than it had ever seemed 
before. 

Though the refinement of high rank and well-cultivated 
minds, mingled with lighter accomplishments, rendered 
the Honorable Misses Melford far more congenial com- 
panions to our young heroine than any she had yet met 
with, there was still something wanting ; the mystery of 
sympathy, that curious power which links us with kindred 
minds, which bids us feel long before the lights and 
shadows of character can be distinguished, that we have 
met with the rich blessing of a heart which can under- 
stand us, and on which our own may lean. A fashionable 
education, and, in the two elder, the gayeties of four or 
five London seasons, had been productive of their natural 
consequences, coldness and heartlessness, which could not 
assimilate with the ardent temperament of Florence. She 
knew not their extent, for they were always kind to her, 
and she did not feel any restraint before them; but she 
uituitively felt that all her high aspirations, her exalted 
feelings, had better not be spoken, for they would not be 
understood ; even Emily Melford, though but just eighteen 
had not passed through the ordeal of fashionable training 
entirely imscathed ; perhaps, ,too, nature was as much in 
fault as education, for she was naturally cold, though so 
independent both in thought and action as often to startle 
rV)rence. 

The first winter St. John's had only been honored by 
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tho presence of Lady Melford and her daughters, occasion 
ally varied by visits from the Viscount, and the Honorable 
Frederick and Alfred Melford, true specimens of joke- 
loving, amusement-seeking young men of fashion, whose 
gayety and good feeling excited the mirth and ready en- 
joyment of Florence^ but nothing more. The second 
winter brought an addition to the family ; Emily had 
alluded to a cousin, her mother's niece, the Lady Ida 
Villiers, eight years her senior, and spoken so rapturously 
of her exceeding grace and beauty, and richly gifted mind, 
that Florence thought these all-sufficient food for fancy ; 
but the tale connected with Lady Ida was such as to inter- 
est much colder hearts than hers. 

She had lost her father seven years previously; her 
mother some time before ; and Lady Ida, the last of an 
ancient line, was left under the guardianship of Lord 
Melford, until the age of twenty-four, when full liberty 
became her own. The title of her father, the ancient 
earldom of Edgemere, had indeed gone to a distant branch, 
but his possessions, with little diminution, passed to his 
daughter, leaving her, in consequence, a wealthy heirtess. 
She had certainly charms enough, both of person and 
mind, to remove all idea that she could be sought merely 
for fortune ; but whatever the cause, the richest and 
proudest bowed before her, acknowledged her surpassing 
loveliness, and besought, in all the varieties of passion, 
the honor of her hand. But the heart of the Lady Ida 
Villiers had appeared to be as cold as ice ; her majesty of 
demeanor had never descended to encouragement, in even 
the passing courtesy of the moment. All were rejected, 
gome with winning kindness, some with contemptuous 
scorn, according as her quick and penetrative mind dis- 
covered the true feeling, or wordly-seeking pretence ol 
her respective suitors. In vain her guardians expos- 
tulated, and Lord Melford, remembering he was an uncle 
also, took upon himself to threaten. The young lady was 
inexorable, and, at length, the truth was discovered. The 
heart, whichjiad appeared impregnable, had, in fact been car- 
ried by storm already ; and Lady Ida scrupled neither to deny 
nor to conceal it, for its love was returned ; she knew this 
in spite of the hopelessness with which it was accompanied. 
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Edmund St. Maut was the youngest branch oi the no 
ble family whose name he bore. There was a chance oi 
the barony becoming his, but a chance far too remote for 
speculation. Moreover, he and his widowed mother 
were poor ; poor, at least, for the sphere in which their 
relationship to rank imperatively called them to move ; 
and Edmund was of that delicate frame and constitution, 
which are too often attendant on studious habits and reflec- 
tive minds. The late Lord Edgemere had known the 
worth of both mother and son, and had cherished and 
encouraged the intimacy between them and his child. 
"Whether he ever thought of danger arising from it, or 
really would not have objected to the union of Lady Ida 
with the poor but high-minded Edmund St. Maur, could 
never be ascertained, as he died before Ida herself was 
aware of the engaged state of^ her aflections ; and St. 
Maur, whatever might have been his private feelings, 
knew his position too well to think of their betrayal. 

Lady Ida had not, however, been a year an orphan, 
before the fading form and pallid cheek of Edmund 
startled her into perfect consciousness as to the state ol 
her own heart ; and with all the refinement and delicacy 
of a high and pure mind, she recalled all that had ever 
passed between them, all that she knew of his character, 
and felt that gold, despicable gold, had caused this change. 
His too sensitive mind imagined fortune had forever di- 
vided them, that he dared not aspire to her hand. Shd 
knew his pride, and felt that did she not advance more 
forwa.rd than was, perhaps, quite consistent with maidenly 
propriety, not only her own happiness, but his would be 
sacrificed forever. Her first measures were sufEciently 
unsuccessful to rob her own cheek of its glow her own 
ibrm of its roundness ; the more kind, the more gracious 
her manner, nay^ the more she thought to draw him to 
ler side, the more he shunned her. 

"But how did she ever discover his sentiments? how 
ever conquer his pride ?'* was Florence Leslie's ardent ex- 
clamation, aware of the sequel, yet not imagining how 
these difficulties could be overcome ; and Emily Melford, 
as eager to speak as her companion to listen, continued :— 

"Simply because he chanced to have a mother, in 
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whom he could confide a tale of We. It was easy for 
Lady Helen to penetrate Ida's secret, and the betrayal of 
Edmund's sentiments of course followed. Once assured 
that she was beloved, neither her own maiden modesty 
nor natural pride could be in aught impugned. All re- 
serve was at an end ; they imderstood each other, and 
never were three happier persons, I believe, than Ida and 
Edmund, and not least, Lady Helen." 

" She must have been happy, for it was greatly her 
doing," observed Florence. " But why are they not 
married yet ? why only engaged ?" 

" For a very' weighty reason ; Ida had to bear the 
brunt of all sorts of persecution — ^my honorable family at 
their head ; every one who could claim the most distant 
relationship chose to declare she should not so throw herseH 
away, that it was worse than folly; she was wedding 
herself not alone with poverty, but with death, for every 
one must see Edmund St. Maur had not five years more to 
Uve." 

" How cruel !" indignantly exclaimed Florence. 

" Cruel, in truth ; and not content with this, invectives 
nearly approaching to insult were thrown at her by all, 
not excepting my own family." 

'* Not Lady Melford ?— impossible !" 

** "No, not mamma ; she had rather more regard for hei 
sister's daughter, though she disapproved of the match 
quite as much as others. If the good folks had ever mis- 
understood my cousin before, it was impossible to mis- 
understand her then. She bore the storm firmly, and, in 
appearance, unconcernedly. Papa once went the length oi 
saying, he would prohibit the marriage. She told him 
very calmly that she imderstood his legal authority ended 
when she was four-and-twenty, and she did not intend to 
rfiarry till then. When the important day arrived, and, 
becoming httr own mistress, tiiere seemed no farther 
obstacle to her happiness, St. Maur was suddenly taken 
seriously ill, as the medical men declared, from over 
excitement, and so many dangerous symptoms returned, 
that he was peremptorily desired to winter at Madeira 
and then to remain in Italy till his health was perfectly 
re-established. They assured Lady Helen and my cousin 
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that if he did this, no danger whatever need be appre- 
hended ; but, if he should remain in England, they 
could not answer for the consequences. Imagine poor 
Ida's anguish; even at this moment she would have 
united her fate with his, that she might be permitted to 
foUow him, and be his nurse and his untiring attendant, but 
Edmund was far too unselfish, even in his love, to permit 
this sacrifice on her part ; and Lady Helen, much as she 
felt for her, seconded her son. AU things were against 
tK)or Ida. The medical fraternity put a decided negative 
on her proposal ; declaring that, in his present statefeveu 
the pain of separation would be better borne than the ex- 
citement of her presence. The opinion of Sir Charles 
Brashleigh at length made her yield ; she consented to jet 
her lover go without her, though she well knew what a 
period of anxiety and sufiering his absence, and in this 
precarious state, would be to her. I never saw her so 
wholly and utterly overcome as she was the first week 
after his departure. She struggled against it till she was 
thrown on a bed of sickness, and I am certain she will 
neither look nor feel like herself till she shall rejoin 
him." 

" And when will that be V* inquired Florence, her eyes 
swelling in tears ; " how long have they been parted V* 

" Nearly eighteen months, and it has been a period oi 
(ntease anxiety to Ida. The accounts have become more and 
more favorable, but of course poor Ida cannot feel happy 
or secure, till she is by his side. Papa is so angry at hex 
resistance to his authority, that he will not allow us to go 
to Italy, as we all wished to do ; he fancies separation wiQ 
do the work for him, and that they will forget each other. 
However, next spring or autumn, Lord Edgemere's family 
go to Rome, and Ida goes with them." 

" Oh, what a blessed time to look forward to I" exclaim- 
ed Florence ; who added, "but you say she has even en- 
countered persecution from your own family — surely your 
ttsters mast have been her friends ?" 

" Surely not, my very simple girl. Georgiana imagined 
herself one of the greatest wits and scholars of the day ; 
ind that Ida, without the least efibrt, should surpass her, 
md fascinate not only the butterflies, but every man of 
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genius and letters who approached her, was somewhat toe 
mortifying to he home meekly. No woman ever yet 
quietly surrendered the reputation of superior talents to 
another woman, and certainly not to a younger. Then 
Sophia once dreamed she was a heauty ; and though three 
luccessive crowded seasons passed, and no reward of that 
beauty made its appearance in anything . like an ofier of 
marriage, she chose to imagine Ida's faultless face and 
form a decided affiront to her, and so disliked her accord- 
ingly" 

" How CBtiL you speak so of your sisters ?" inquired 
Florence, half laughingly, half reproachfully. 

" How can I ? very easily, for I hate such little-minded- 
ness. My dear Florence, London is very different from the 
country. Sisters so oflen become rivals ; there is so Httle 
time in the whirl of gayety for words and acts of mutual 
kindness, that we should laugh at the idea of imagining 
better than other people." 

. " Save me from London, then I" ejaculated Florence, so 
heartily, that her companion was yet more amused ; hut 
Florence continued — ** How comes it, Emily, that you can 
aflbrd to speak so enthusiastically of Lady Ida V* 

" Simply, first, because I know I am no beauty ; secondly, 
it is too much trouble to attempt rivalling her in talent or 
in wit ; and, thirdly, she is eight years older than I am, 
and, before I make my dSbut, she will have passed aU 
ordeal, by taking unto herself a partner for better or 
worse, and so she cannot be my rival ; so do not give me 
credit for any seeming amiability, for if I were a belle, and 
a would-be blue one, I should be just as envioiis ai 
others.'' 
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CHAPTER IV. 

IDA. — SYMPATHY. — FRIENDSmP FORMED. 

Lady Ida Yilliers came, and Florence Leslie foun«^ 
every vision of fancy and anticipation more than realized. 
It was impossible for such an enthusiastic, afiectionata 
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being as herself to be in Lady Ida's company, to listen to 
her varied powers of conversation, which she had the rare 
faculty of adapting to every character with whom she 
mingled, still more to find herself, after the first few days, 
an object of notice, even of interest, without feeling every 
ardent afiection, based on esteem, enlisted in her cause 
She found, to her utmost astonishment, that her thoughts 
were read by her new companion before she had shaped 
them into words; her tastes drawn forth irresistibly to 
meet with sympathy and improvement ; her simple plea- 
sures, both in books and nature, appreciated, encouraged, 
and so delightfully directed higher than she had ever ven- 
tured alone, that every hour spent in Lady Ida^s society 
was productive of pleasures which she had never even 
imagined before. Nor was it only by words that Lady 
Ida's character opened itself to the admiring and wonder- 
ing gaze of Florence. She observed her daily conduct to 
those around her. Courteous and kind, to her aunt far 
more aiSectionate than either of ^aer own daughters — ^no 
stranger could have ever imagined she was simply return 
ing good for evil; even to her uncle she never failed in 
courtesy and gentleness, though his manner towards her 
was always cold and superciUous. The trials of her own 
heart, her own anxieties, never passed her lips; but the 
paleness of her beautiful cheek, the occasional dimness of 
the large, sofl, hazel eye, the fragility of her finely-propor- 
tioned form, were only too painful evidences of all which in 
secret she endured. 

Obtuse beings, indeed, might not have marked these 
things ; but Florence did, and with all the vivid imagina- 
tiveness of her natiire, placed herself in Lady Ida's situa- 
tion, and shuddered. Faithful leva and mutual devotion 
were subjects absolutely hallowed to her fancy ; and so 
strong was this feeling, that her own heart beat thick and 
painfully on those days when letters could be received 
from Italy, and her quick eye, awakened by affection, could 
read the rapidly-increasing paleness of Lady Ida's cheek, 
the trembling of the hand rendering every effort to con- 
tinue drawing, writing, or work impossible, though aU the 
while her conversation upon different subjects would con- 
tinue without hesitation or pause. Once she had been 
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present when one of these precious letters was unexpect 
edly brought to her friend, and Lady Ida, it seemed, had 
forgotten any one was near, for the thrilling cry of tran- 
sport with which she seized the papers, the passionate 
lasses she pressed on the senseless letters which composed 
his name, the burst of fervent thankfulness which escaped 
her lips, betrayed how strong must be the control which 
she exercised when receiving similar treasures in presence 
of her family. 

Some dispositions would have triumphed in witnessing 
this absence of restraint, would have hugged themselves 
up in the behef that they were more in her coniidfiince 
than others. Not so Florence LesUe. She ghded from 
the apartment as silently, as fleetly, as if she fancied her- 
self guilty in tarrying one moment to witness emotions so 
sacied and so blessed. Now it so happened that Lady Ida 
was aware of her young companion's presence when the 
packet was received, but not till the delight of its perusal 
was in part subsided had she leisure to remark that Flo- 
rence had disappeared, bearing the drawing on which she 
had been engaged along with her. The action struck her, 
and heightened the interest that &om the flrst the simple 
country girl had excited ; nor was the feehng decreased by 
the glistening eye and timid accents with which, when 
they met again, and, as it chanced, alone, Florence ven- 
tured to ask, 

" If the news from Italy were favorable ? If Mr. St 
Maur were as well as by the last accounts V* 

The pressure of the hand which accompanied the rapid 
answer, " Better, my dear girl, better than he hab been yet 
and for a much longer interval," at once told her that 
Lady Ida accepted her sympathy. 

No persuasion, no authority, could prevail on Lady Ida 
to join Lady Melford and her daughters in their visitings 
balls, concerts, and other Christmas amusements, with 
which they sought to while away their sojourn in the 
country. 

Georgiana and Sophia called her proud and overbearing, 
and said that the poor simple folks of Torqiiay were not 
good enough to associate with one so fastidious. Even 
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Lady Melford repiesented that her reserve might create un- 
pleasant feelings, which would be better avoided. 

"Tell them the truth, my dear aunt," was her half 
laughing, though earnest reply ; " tell them Lady Ida Vil- 
liers has forsworn all gayety such as visiting engenders, till 
she has made a pilgrimage to St. Peter's, and has returned 
thence miraculously cured. Pray smooth all the plumes 
my reserve may have ruffled, by the true information, that 
for the last eighteen months I have withdrawn myself al- 
most entirely from London society ; that I mean not the 
very slightest afiiront ; and if my word be not sufficient, 1 
will give them references to Almack's and lady patronesses, 
and to all the givers of balls, concerts, private theatrieal», 
etc., as vouchers of my truth." 

" How can you be so ridiculous, Ida ? You make youi- 
self the laughing-stock of the country by this perverse- 
ness. I shaU tell them no such thing. Surely, when you 
are the wife of Edmund St. Maur, it will be time enougii 
to make such a sacrifice ; there is no occasion for it beforid- 
hand." 

" Then you see, aunt, you will do less to save the pooi 
people's feelings than I would." 

" As if such a tale would be dehvered," interposed Mis& 
MeHbrd, sourly. 

" Disbelief is their sin, then, Georgy, not mine ; I would 
tell the truth." 

But laugh off such attacks as she might, she was not to 
be persuaded ; and, much to the marvel of her cousins, the 
greater part of the gentry continued to give her the meed 
of admiration still. 

Lady Ida YiUiers might and did refuse to enter into 
evening gayeties ; but their residence in Torquay presented 
her with one rich source of gratification, which drew her 
from herself almost unconsciously. Nature, the beautiful 
scenery of Devonshire, presented, even in the wintei 
months, sufficient charm to banish all recollection that in 
summer it could be loveher stiU. Lady Ida would order 
out her own carriage, and leaving the gay resorts of the 
town, put herself under the guidance of the delighted Flo* 
rence, and explore tho country for twenty miles rouni; 
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and when there, sketches were to he taken, associaiions of 
history or romance recalled, passages of favorite poems 
sought for, in glowing words to emhody the imagery 
aromid. 

For Florence these were, indeed, happy days. She 
gave vent to her vivid fancy, her exuberant elasticity ot 
spirits, for it was impossible to retain the silencing awe 
which Lady Ida's superior endowments, both personal and 
mental, had first inspired, when thus unrestrainedly en- 
joying her society. Emily Melford was often of their 
party, and by her quaint remarks only heightened our 
voung heroine's buoyant mirth; and in witnessing her 
happiness. Lady Ida, ever the most unselfish of mortalb, 
could forget her own anxieties, and rejoice that even in 
her present depression she had the power of bestowing so 
much joy. 

" Florence, you are really such an admirable Cicerone, 
I must recommend you to all visitors of Devonshire. If it 
had not been for you I should have left the country as ig- 
norant of its beauties as I entered it" — was Lady Ida's ob- 
servation, when returning from a beautiful excursion to the 
ruins of Berry Pomeroy Castle. 

Their road was winding close by the banks of the Teign, 
seeming to be divided from the river only by the high lux- 
uriant trees, which, growing on either side so closely, the 
carriage would have been in some danger had it encoun- 
tered any other vehicle. There were innumerable ever- 
green shrubs, and the clear tracery of every minute branch 
and twig of the trees against the light blue sky, produced 
as beautiful an efiect as the darker and richer shades of 
summer. The sun^ too, was setting with that gorgeousness 
pecuHar to Devonshire even in the winter months; and 
the river reflected every shade with a fidelity as lovely as 
it was striking. 

" You certainly ought to give some weighty proof of grat- 
itude, Ida ; for either Florence or Devonshire has made 
you a difierent being. You are more like yourself than I 
ever seo you in London," rejoined Emily. 

" Poor London, for what sins has it not to be answer- 
able in your estimation, Emily ? I wish you would be 
candid for once. You abuse London, because, you say, 
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the people are so cold and artifieial, and for a multitude of 
causes which. I cannot define. Will you tell me, are your 
country visitors more to your taste ?" 

" No ; they are as much too simple, as the Londoners 
are too artificial ; but at least you can escape irom their 
influence better here than in London." 

" Then you would^ like to live an anchorite in the 
country ?" 

" Not for the world I I hko society, bad as it is, rather 
too well." 

" Then pray do not abuse it. You know I often tell you, 
Emily, it is your own natural coldness which reflects itself 
upon every body." 

" Thanks for the compliment, most noble cousin." 

" It is no compliment, Emily ; but sad, sober truth. I 
cannot bear such sentiments in one so young; for what 
injustice or evil can you have witnessed ?" 

" None in the world ; only as we believe in original sin, 
there must be some contradiction to our faith in human 
^drtue. Now, as I mean to be consistent, I uphold that 
evil is more prevalent than good; and, to descend firom 
such grave subjects, that we meet disagreeable people more 
often than agreeable ones." 

" Perhaps so ; but there is good in the world, dark as it 
is — great good, and the sublimest virtue. I believe there 
may be almost perfect characters even on earth." 

" Edmund St. Maur, for instance," interrupted Emily 
Melford, mischievously. 

' No, Emily," replied Lady Ida, gravely. " If I had 
made him an idol of perfection, I should stand but little 
chance of lasting happiness ; for I should be liable to have 
my bright picture tarnished by all the unforeseen chances 
and changes of life. I esteem him, or I would not wed 
him; but I know his failings, as I trust he does mine. 
He is not old enough for the perfection to which I allude ; 
he has had the trial neither of adversity nor of prosperity 
— I mean, in the extreme. His mother comes far nearer 
my standard of perfection in human character than my 
Edmund." 

" Eloquently answered, at least, cousin mine ; I may 
oelieve you or not, as I please. Florence, what are you 
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thinking about ? Ida is no oracle, that you should so do 
vour her words. My wisdom is quite as good " 

" I do not think so, Emily ; for my feelings side with hei 
view of the question." 

" But I wish you would tell me, Lady Ida, all you find 
to like in London." 

" All, Florence ! what a question I Why, a great many 
things ; some of which, had I you near me, I would 
compel you to Hke London for, too. Its magazines of 
art; its galleries of painting and sculpture; its varied 
avenues to the indulgence of every taste-— in music, from 
the solemn strains of our sublime Handel to the Ughtest 
Ttaelody of the Italians. Then there are all the literati ol 
the >and. We may gather aroimd us the poet, the philoso- 
pher, the novelist, and mark if their characters accord 
with their writings, and love or shun them accordingly. 
Oh ! there are many things to make a residence in London 
delightful for a while ; though I acknowledge with you, I 
should wish my home to be an old baronial hall of dear old 
England." 

" But these things, Lady Ida, are only for the noble and 
rich. Now, in Rome, Naples, Florence, such treasures of 
art and science are open to every rank and every fortune ; 
and there too, with the most lovely country that eye can 
dwell on or mind delight in." 

" So it seems from a distance, my dear girl. When I 
return from my pilgrimage to Italy, I will give you truer 
impressions. Will you trust me? and, meanwhile, rest 
content m old England ?" 

" Yep. if you will tell me." 

" If J will ! what do you mean?" 

The ^yes of Florence slowly filled with tears., and she 
turned hastily to the window, exclaiming at the samo 
instant that they were at home I 
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CHAPTER V. 

A MORNING AT ST. JOHN's. 

That Florence Leslie's simple and unselfish nature was 
ancorrupted by the notice she attracted in the noble eiicle 
of St. John's, many trifling incidents served to prove. 
She had been spending some days, as usual, at St. John's, 
and was seated one morning in Lady Ida's own boudoir, 
employed in finishing a drawing of a pretty httle group of 
peasant children, who had attracted her notice on a late 
excursion. Lady Ida was embroidering ; Emily Melford 
stretched hstlessly on a sofa, reading, every now and then 
uttering sounds expresdve (as Florence declared) of such 
disapproval, that she wondered how she could go on with 
the book. It was a lovely morning in March, so balmy 
that the French windows were open, permitting the en- 
trance of a complete flood of sunshme. Already the lawn, 
on which the windows opened, was spangled with snow 
drops, hepaticas, violets, double and single primroses, and 
the loveliest hyacinths of every briUiant color, decorated 
the room. It was a lovely retreat, pecuHarly delightful 
to Florence, from the books, the music, prints, and flowers 
which Lady Ida's taste had collected around her. Their 
retirement was often invaded by Alfired Melford, who de- 
ciareu himself a butterfly, seeking the warmest sunshine ; 
and so, wherever he might rove for a whUe, he was even 
compelled to his cousin's boudoir. 

" What is the matter, Emily 1 Why are you groaning 
over your book in this melancholy style ? If it be such 
trash, why read it?" 

" Because I have nearly exhausted all the hbraries in 
this out-of-the-world place, and I am even compelled to 
resort to this, over which I chanced to find that simpleton 
Florence deeply afiected the other day ; so, as I will give 
her credit sometimes for good taste, I thought I would try 
It." 

** I should think you need scarcely resort to public 
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libraries for books to while away your timei before dinnei 
at least. My uncle has furnished a plentiful supply, I am 
sure, and you are quite welcome to any of mine.'' 

" Thanks, cousin mine ; I am too lazy in the country foi 
any thing but novels ; they sickened me with liistory, and 
almost with poetry, at school." 

*' For Heaven's sake, Emily, do not say so, and still 
more, do not feel so. Do you mean to teU me you never 
intend reading any thing serious again ?" 

'* Now, Ida, do not preach. You do not know what it is 
to be under fashionable thraldom, and care, rigid as that 
of any lady abbess, for fourteen years out of nineteen ; so 
you cannot tell what it is to feel free. I mean to seek my 
own comfort, my own pleasure henceforth, to make up for 
it." 

" And be the most selfish, most disagreeable being 
amongst all those you dignify with such appellations," 
replied Lady Ida indignantly. " If you do, only keep out 
of my way, for I shall disclaim all relationship with 
you." 

" But what is there in this book you so dislike, Emily ?" 
interposed Florence. And an animated discussion of its 
excellence and non-exceUence followed, which we have no 
space to transcribe : it ended by Emily's declaring that 
Florence was certainly intended for a poet, as she had 
such highflown notions of human nature — all the worse 
for her. 

" Why all the worse ?" 

" Because you will never be appreciated or understood, 
and are doomed to lonely musing all your life." 

" Do not heed her, Florence," interposed Lady Ida ; 
" she judges all the world by herself!" 

" Oh, but you do not know Florence as I do : she saya 
it is not only possible, but quite natural, to seek the happi- 
ness of those we love more than our own." 

'* WeU, and she is right." 

" What, even in the rivalry of love ?" 

'• Stop, Emily, let me teU Lady Ida exactly what I said 
— simply that I thought it was possible for a woman to 
love, before feeling certain of a return ; and that, should 
«ho ever discover the happiness of him she loved was un 
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ifortuiiately distinct from her own, she would do every thing 
in her power to forward that happiness, even if in so doing 
she condemned herself to misery. Emily declares it is 
impossible, and that she should herself hate her supposed 
lover, and his more fortunate choice, one and all invet* 
erately." 

" It is a weighty subject for decision, Florence," replied 
Lady Ida ; " requiring more complete immolation of self, 
than, perhaps, any but those in such an emergency can 
nnagine ; but that there are such noble spirits I do most 
truthfuUy believe." 

" There, Emily I" exclaimed Florence, triumphantly. 

\* Wait till you yourself are in such an enviable position, 
aad decide on the possibility or impossibility then," replied 
Emily. 

" If such sujBfering were indeed mine, Heaven grant I 
should feel and act the same ; and that I might be 
stronger, firmer, how much firmer than I am now," 
responded Florence; and there was so much solemnity, 
so much feeling in the tone, that it effectually checked any 
further jesting • on the part of Emily. All that is really 
natural is always affecting ; and Florence was so com- 
pletely a child of nature, that what would have appeared 
folly in others, in her did but enhance the interest she 
never failed to excite, and increase affection in every heart 
capable of appreciating and understanding her. 

" And I say, Florence, dearest. Heaven grant you may 
never pass through such a fiery ordeal, for, ^f all persons, 
you are the least fitted to endure it," answered Lady Ida, 
in a tone which brought her young companion to the 
cushion at her feet, and resting her arm on her knee, 
Florence simply asked, " Why ?" 

" Because you give me the idea of one formed but for 
happiness, my gentle-minded girl. One who is so con- 
tinually alive to the feelings, the joys, and griefs of others, 
ought to be happy herself. It would be a real grief to 
me to hear you were in sorrow, Florence." 

" So, if your love is to be unretumed, do not love at all," 
laughingly added Emily ; ** or Ida would have to grieve 
Bomewhat too soon." 

** Love ! oh, I never mean to love ! I dread its powei 
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far too much. You know what my song says ;" and th» 
lively girl flew to the piano, and warbled forth ! — 

** No, tempt me not, I will not love ! 

My soul could scarce sustain 
The thrilling transports of its bliss— 

The anguish of its pain : 
Too full of joy for earth to know, 

Too wild to look above ; 
I could not bear the doubt, the dread— > 

No 1 no 1 I will not love 1 

** No, tempt me not — love's sweetest flower 
Hath poison in its smile ; 

Love only woos with dazzling power. 
To fetter hearts the while : 

I wiU not wear its rosy chain. 
Nor even its fragrance prove ; 

I fear too much love's silent pain- 
No 1 no I I wiU not love 1" 

" Bravo, Florence I" exclaimed Alfred Melford, bound* 
iiig through the open window, with a pink note in his 
hand ; " I never heard you sing so well ; what has inspired 
you ?" 

" Your absence, of course, and the absence of all 
critical listeners, but Ida and myself. What have you 
there ?" 

" Something to shake off your ennui. An invitation to 
a ball at the Oaklands." 

" Oh, delightful ! give it me ;" and the young lady was 
aosolutely roused enough to spring from her sofa, and 
snatch the note from her brother's hand : " and one for 
Ida, too, of course, and of course she will not go. Flo- 
rence, do you think your family are asked ?" 

" Probably not. Your friends associate but with lords 
and ladies, gold and jewels ; and, believing fine feathers 
make fine birds, unless I would consent to go, jackdaw 
fashion, bedecked in borrowed plumes, they would not 
admit me." 

" Florence Leslie a satirist !" rejoined young Melford, 
laughing ; " who would have believed it ? What a joko 
it would bo to attire and proclaim you the Lady Ida 
Viiliors, and take you with us. You are much of tha 
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ramo height — Ida, do bestow your jewels and name on 
Florence for the night.*' 

" She is welcome to them, if she will accept them," 
replied Lady Ida. 

" Thank you, I had rather not, even if I stood no chance 
of being recognized by Mr. and Mrs. Oakland themselves, 
and the greater nmnber of their guests ; I will never go 
where my own proper person is despised." 

" Proud, too, Miss Florence ! why, I never knew you 
before to-day. I vow if you were not likely to be dis- 
covered, you should go as Lady Ida ; but as Miss Leslie 
cannot, Ida, I wish you would, if it were only to give these 
afiectors of refinement a taste of England's real dignity 
and pride." 

" You know I never go anjrwhere, Alfred ; and Florence 
has not given me any desire to make an exception in favoi 
of Mrs. Oakland." 

"Ida can give the good folks of the country a much 
better idea of London refinement and fashion, than by 
going out to do so, Alfred. I have been conjuring and 
beseeching her to give a ball, preceded by a regular series 
of tableaux vivans, dress, scenery, frame and all. One of 
the large rooms upstairs would do admirably for it, and 
then a ball ! Why, this poor rustic town would be in con- 
vulsions of excitement for months afterwards ; and, as for 
you, what would you not be in their estimation ? Beauty 
— grace — ^fascination ! Ida, you would impress yourself 
on every Devonshire heart indelibly, to the utter forgetful- 
ness of all the seeming pride, with which you may have 
been charged. You promised me to think about it." 

" But not to grant it, Emily." 

" Oh, but to think about it is half consent, Alfred, — 
Florence, you might assist me with your united influence." 

" I am sure I will, even on my knee, sweet cousin mine ; 
bo merciful — think how rusticated, how gothic we are 
here, and for pity give us some taste of London and its 
fashion. The governor is much too solemn for any thing 
but those great pompous dinners, which, in a comitry 
place like this, I detest. Now, do be kind, sweet Ida; 
Edmund is better, you are going to Italy next August, 
tnd, in all probability, ere the year is out, will have 
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merged the Lady Ida Yilliers in the Lady Ida 8t. Maur. 
Now, all these things considered, ought you not to give 
us poor mortals the thing we crave ? You know Edmund 
has taken you to task very often, for making yourself a 
nun for his sake ; and, I am sure, if I could hut write and 
ask him, he would say — Ida, he ohliging ; give the poor 
folks a haU/' 

" Alfred, you are perfectly ahsurd ; get up, aLd he a 
rational heing. Florence, what do you say — ^shall I give 
this said hall — ^would you like it V* 

" Would I not !" exclaimed Florence, with animation ; 
** and the tableaux I oh ! I have wished to see them hi 
very often." 

" Mind, then, if I grant this weighty hoon, I engage yoi; 
for one of my principal performers." 

" Me ! dear Lady Ida ; I should he terrified out of all 
pleasure — ^how could I compete with Mrs. and the Misses 
Oakland?" 

" Oh, admirahly !" interposed Melford, comically ; " you 
shall not dance at the hall, if you will not give your aid to 
the tableaux. Come, cousin, love, I give you a fortnight 
to think of it ; for it must not he till Easter week. 
Frederic comes down then with my father, and they hring 
a host of people with them, so we shall muster a splendid 
corps. I promise to he rational and grave, and all you can 
possihly desire." 

" And I will read every wise hook you can recommend, 
and forswear aU novels till after your hall, Ida, dear ;" 
continued Emily, hanging caressingly ahout her cousin'ji 
neck. 

** And not rememher one word of my wise hooks, as 
you call them," rephed Lady Ida, laughing. " Well, wait 
till my next letters from Italy, and I promise you a decider) 
answer then." 
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CHAPTER VI. 

6(X/0 SEWS. — THOUGHTS OF THE FUTURE.— WOMAN's I1VF1«U£NGB 

OVER WOMAN. 

Ladt Ida's only condition of waiting for news from 
Italy was so natural, that her cousins did not utter one 
word of entreaty more, but amused themselves by antici- 
pating all the delights they were pre-determined to enjoy. 
Alfred waylaid the postman every evening. Emily com- 
menced reading Scott's Life of Napoleon : whether balls, 
tableaux, and charades, fashionable costume, and a new 
set of jewels presented to her by her cousin Ida for Mrs. 
Oakland's grand assembly, ever floated on the pages, till, 
by an Arabian transformation, Scott seemed to write of 
them, and not of heroes and battles, we will not pretend to 
say ; but certain it is, Lady Ida's quiet smile at Emily's 
new study appeared to doubt the good effects which might 
accrue from it. Florence evinced no unusual excitement, 
but there was a bright glitter in her dark eye, a laughter 
on her lip, whenever Eimly alluded to the ball, which said 
she enjoyed its anticipation quite as much as her more 
noisy companions. The Honorable Miss Melford drew her- 
self up, and looked solenm, and declared, Ida might talk, 
and Emily make herself a fool, but nothing would come 
of it Moss Sophia looked at her pretty face and person, 
in a large pier-glass, about six times more often than 
usual in the course of every day, and allowed that a ball 
would be very agreeable, and tableaux still more so ; and 
Emily enjoyed a hearty fit of laughter, in spite of Lady 
Ida's reproaches and Florence's entreaties, at catching hei 
sister one day hunting out a variety of dresses, and prac- 
tising various graceful attitudes for the different characters 
she might be called upon to personate. 

The long-desired letters came, at length, and were so 
much more than usually satisfactory, that Lady Ida felt 
her own spirits rise sufficiently, even to satisfy Emily and 
Alfied; who, notwithstanding their frivolity, really loved 
her, and would have done much to serve her. Edmund 
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St. Maur was so well, that it required all the authority ol 
his medical adviser, all the persuasion of his mother, to 
prevent his setting off for England to fetch Ida himself. 
He had been told that a residence of four or five years 
longer in Italy, would (under a gracious Providence) so 
effectually confirm his health, that he might then, in all 
probabihty, reside wherever he pleased ; endowed vdth 
BuiHcient physical strength to occupy that high station 
among the senators and the literati of his country, ior 
which he had, at one time, so pined as to increase the dis- 
order under which he labored. A brief visit to EnglanJ 
might not be hurtfiil, but there was a doubt attached to 
it, which Lady Helen could not nervfe her mind to meet ; 
and while Edmund filled his letter to his betrothed with 
eloquent intreaties for her only to say the word, and ho 
would fly to her side, in contempt of every prohibition ; 
that his inabiUty to live in England was all a farce ; why 
should he banish his Ida from her native land, where she 
was so fitted to shine, when he was as well and strong 
as any of her countrymen ? While he wrote thus, Lady 
Helen besought her to come to them at once, by her pres- 
ence, her affection, to retain him in Italy, to control fliose 
passionate aspirations after fame, which he was not yet 
strong enough to bear, and which her influence alone had 
power to check. 

Had these letters been the only ones received, there 
would indeed have been much to cause rejoicing, but they 
were mingled vidth alloy, as to how Lady Ida could reach 
Nice as soon as inclination prompted. Lord Melford, 
irritated, as we have seen, beyond all boimds at his niece's 
independent spirit, she knew would not stir a step to for- 
ward their meeting, and would as soon think of taking a 
flight to the moon, as of accompanying her himself to 
Italy; though both his sons declared, that were it but 
etiquette, they would go with their cousin themselves, 
rather than see her so tormented by anxiety or delay. 
Fortunately for Lady Ida, the inheritor of her father's 
title, who had been selected by him as her second guardian, 
was a very different character irom Lord Melford. Dis- 
approve of the match Lord Edgemere decidedly did, bul 
only on account of St. Maur's extremely precarious health 
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Lady Ida's constancy and independence, however, instead 
of irritating him, only increased the warm admiration 
which her character had always excited ; and he had long 
determined that he would himself conduct her to Italy, 
and give her to St. Maur, from the bosom of his own 
"amily. 

Lady Edgemere had always loved Ida as her own child, 
and received from her the attentions of a dau^ter ; while 
her eldest daughter, Lady Mary ViUiers, was Ida's dearest 
and most intimate friend, though nearly five years hex 
iunior. This noble family had never joined in those per- 
secutions which Emily Melford described as heaped upon 
Ida by every man, woman, or child, who could claim re- 
lationship with her ; an exception, perhaps, because, 
though distantly connected, they were scarcely relations, 
and, being of a difierent school to the Melfords, could 
afibrd to admire- Edmund St. Maur in spite of his povertj' 
and talent. 

The same post, however, which brought Lady Ida such 
blessed tidings from Italy, also gave letters from the Edge- 
meres, announcing their intention of accepting Lady Mel- 
ford's invitation to St. John's for the ensuing Easter, and 
that the period of their visit to the continent was entirely 
dependent on Ida's will. 

Great, indeed, was the relief and joy this information 
gave to her mind ; and when the excitement of answer- 
ing these all-important epistles was over — when she had 
poured forth her whole soul to her betrothed, peremptorily, 
though vsdth inexpressible tenderness, forbidding his return 
to England; telling him that in three months (perhaps 
less) Lord Edgemere's family would be at Nice, and he 
might chance to find her with them, never to part from 
him again in this life ; vsdth many other breathings of that 
fond heart, too sacred for any eye save his to whom they 
were addressed — ^when she had written to Lady Mary, in 
all the confidence their mutual friendship demanded, in- 
treating her to make haste dovm to Devonshire, as she 
longed for some one to whom she might speak of Edmund 
and her future prospects, since she felt sometimes as if 
her spirit must bend beneath its weight of grief, anxiety, 
uad now of joy, referring her to her letter to Lord Edge- 
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mere concerning her wishes for speedy departuie-— whei 
all these weighty matters were arranged, Ida had leisure 
to remember, and inclination to perform her promise to 
her cousins ; and telling Emily she must take every trouble 
off her hands, by collecting the multiphcity of invitationf 
she had received, and inviting every one whom she ought 
to invite, she gave her and Alfred carte blanche^ to arrange, 
order, and collect every thing for the furtherance of theii 
wishes, that the ball might be in truth the recherche^ tho 
refined, the elegant reiiection of all the fashion, grace, and 
dignity they were pleased to attribute to herself. 

It was marvellous to see how rapidly Emily Melfor^I's 
ennui passed away before this very delightful employment, 
though she made so much bustle and confusion in her 
preparations, as greatly to annoy and torment her sister 
Georgiana, who i^aginid herself far too Uteraiy and wise 
to care for such frivolous things : besides which, it was 
a woeftd falling off to her consequence, that Lady Ida had 
the power of making herself so exceedingly agreeable to the 
simple country folks, among wJiom Miss Melford had reigned 
an oracle, a star, brighter than she had ever shone in 
London : and worse stiU, it was only Emily and Alfred wich 
whom she could quarrel, for Ida was so quiet in the midst 
c^ it all, so faithiful to her own bottdoir and its refined 
amusements, that she looked in vain for some annoyance 
wherewith to charge her. 

And where was Florence Leslie all this time ? Still 
with her parents' free and glad consent, lingering by the 
side of Lady Ida, imbibing improvement, ahke morally 
and mentally, from lips to which harshness and unkind- 
ness were such utter strangers, that the severest truf ha 
seemed sweet, the boldly uttered reproof scarcely pain ; 
but there was a secret alloy, scarcely acknowledged even 
to herself, in her brightest anticipations. The more her 
young and most ardent afiections twined themselves 
round one whose notice would evince they were not des- 
pised, the more she felt the truth of her mother's word? 
that it would have been more for her lasting happiness 
had Lady Ida's rank been nearer her own. She had Trot 
felt this when thrown, as they were, so intimately together ; 
but when she heard her speak of the friends she expected 
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almost all of them of her own rank, and dear from long 
years of intimacy, there would intrude the thought, what 
could she, a simple country girl, be to her, when, Lady Ida 
was in Italy a happy wife, or in England surrounded by 
her own friends. But though the thought of the future 
would sometimes silently and sadly shade the delight of 
the present, she continued to rejoice in listening to her 
words, in learning lessons of self-knowledge by the study 
of Lady Ida's higher cast of character, and determined 
to correct all those youthful weaknesses and failings of 
which she became conscious in herself by their total ex- 
clusioxi from her friend ; and the wish to become more 
worthy of regard, of esteem, till Lady Ida could look upon 
her in the light of a friend, not merely as an afiectionate, 
playful girl, scarcely passed childhood, pervaded her whole 
being. 

It is the fashion to deride woman's influence over 
woman, to laugh at female friendship, to look with scorn 
on all those who profess it ; but perhaps the world at large 
little knows the efiect of this influence — ^how often the lui- 
formed character of a yoimg, timid, and gentle girl, may 
be influenced for good or evil by the power of an intimate 
female friend. There is always to me a doubt of the 
warmth, the strength, and purity of her feelings, when a 
young girl merges into womanhood, passing over the 
threshold of actual life, seeking only the admiration of the 
other sex ; watching, pining for a husband, or lovers, 
perhaps, and looking do\(ai on all female fiiendship as 
romance and folly. No yoimg spirit was ever yet satisfied 
with the love of nature. Friendship, or love, gratifies self- 
love ; for it tacitly acknowledges that we must possess 
some good qualities to attract beyond the mere love of 
nature. Coleridge justly observes — " that it is weU ordered 
that the amiable and estimable should have a fainter per- 
ception of their own quaHties than their friends have, 
otherwise they would love themselves." Now, friend- 
ship, or love, permits their doing this unconsciously ; 
mutual affection is a tacit avowal and appreciation of 
mutual good qualities — ^perhaps friendship yet more than 
love ; for the latter is far more an aspiration, a passion, 
than the former, and influences the permanent character 
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mucli less. Under the magic of love, a girl is generallj 
in a feverish state of excitement, often in a vnrong position 
deeming herself the goddess, her lover the adorer ; whereaS; 
it is her will that must bend to his, herself be abnegated 
for him. Friendship neither permits the former nor de- 
mands the latter. It influences silently, often uncon- 
sciously ; perhaps its power is never known till yean 
afterwards. A girl who stands alone, without acting or 
feeling friendship, is generally a cold unamiable being, so 
wrapt in self as to have no room for any person else, 
except, perhaps, a lover, whom she only seeks and values, 
as ofiering his devotion to that same idol, self. Female 
friendship may be abused, may be but a name for gossip, 
letter-writing, romance, nay worse, for absolute evil ; but 
that Shakspeare, the mighty wizard of human hearts, 
thought highly and beautifully of female friendship, we 
have his exquisite portraits of Rosalind and Celia, Helen 
and the Countess, undeniable to prove ; and if he, who 
could portray every human passion, every subtle feeling of 
humanity, from the whelming tempest of love to the 
fiendish influences of envy and jealousy and hate ; from 
the incomprehensible mystery of Hamlet's wondrous spirit, 
to the simplicity of the gentle Miranda, the dove-like 
innocence of Ophelia, who could be crushed by her weight 
of love, but not reveal it ; if Shakspeare scorned not to 
picture the sweet influence of female friendship shall 
women pass it by as a theme too tame, too idle for their 
pens. A late work, though of the lightest novel kind, 
has powerfully shown the fearful evil that may be accom- 
pHshed by woman upon woman. Our simple tale would 
prove the good. How consoling and how beautiful may 
be " woman's mission," even imto woman. 

There was not a particle of selfishness in Florence 
Leslie's feelings, for at the very moment she wept in 
secret over her own fast fading joys, she rejoiced with 
the most unfeigned pleasure that Lady Ida's term oi 
anxiety was drawing to a close, and could she in any way 
have hastened her meeting with Edmund St. Maur, she 
would have done so gladly. 

Still the idea of a ball, and given by Lady Ida, and yet 
Oicre, that her taste, simple as it was, had been more than 
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ixnoe consulted and even followed in the decoration of 
rooms, etc. ; the very iact that Lady Ida had asked her if 
she wondd like the hall to he given hefore she answered 
ner cousin's entreaties, and evidently thought of her pleas- 
ure in so doing — all this was delightful ; and, in witness- 
ing her heartless, almost childish efiiisions of joy, Lady 
Ida felt as if her consent to an exertion for which she had 
rory little inclination was amply repaid. 
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E.OME DUTIES. — ^AN ANXIOUS THOUGHT. — THE BALL DREdS. 

The invitations for Lady Ida's hall were dispatched, 
giving full four weeks' notice ; and no little amusement 
did Alfred and Emily Melford promise themselves, in 
quizzing the heterogeneous mass of quality, real and 
affected, whom they should succeed in mustering together. 
In vain did Lady Ida remonstrate against this flippancy, 
declaring that all whom they had invited should receive 
the same courtesy as titled guests. Her cousins would 
have their joke. 

Ahout a week after the invitations had heen issued. 
Lady Ida received a note from Florence, stating that her 
mother had had an unusually severe attack of illness, and 
though she trusted all danger would pass away, as it had 
often done hefore, she dared not hope to take any part in 
the intended amusements. Trusting that Florence's natu- 
ral anxiety had magnified her fears. Lady Ida answered 
this note in person ; and though she could not succeed in 
making the young girl hopeful as herself, her kindly sym- 
pathy so far roused her drooping energies as to check the 
indulgence of sorrow, to which she was perhaps too natu 
rally prone, and made her feel no longer incapacitated 
from serving as well as watching the heloved invaHd. 

" Your mother vdll do so well, dearest Florence, I shall 
still have you to dance at my hall," was Lady Ida's playful 
farewell, after no short visit ; hut Florence answered with 
» moumfid shake of the head 
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** Oh no, I do not think of it. if mamma is well 
enough to admit even the possibility of my coming, it wit 
be quite happiness enough. Besides/' she added, with a 
deep blush, but unable to control her own ingenuousness, 
'* I am not like you, Lady Ida ; I am my own sempstress on 
such occasions ; and I have neither time nor inclination to 
give to such things now." 

Lady Ida kissed her blushing cheek, and simply saying, 
** You are a dear, truthful girl, Florence, and need not blush 
BO prettily about it," departed. 

Days passed, and Mrs. Leslie slowly rallied ; but Flor- 
ence remained true to her own unselfish nature. She 
nursed her mother, cheered her father; wrote all tho 
letters to Walter, that he might not ,be anxious ; and super- 
intended Minie's studies; so that the economy of their 
imall, but happy household, should go on the same. And 
often did her father press her to lus bosom, and declare 
she was indeed a comfort to them all. There wab at such 
times that peculiar expression of sweet, though mouniful, 
satisfaction on Mrs. Leslie's features which we have before 
noticed ; and Florence would have wondered had she 
witnessed the agitation of her mother as Mr. Leslie, on 
her leaving the room, bent over the invalid's couch, and 
whispered fondly, "I have indeed secured a treafeaie in 
listening to your request, my best beloved. Oh that oui 
own Minie may walk in her paths, and give us equa\ 
comfort." 

Mrs. LesHe only pressed his hand convulsively, and 
seemed imploring him by her looks not to give utterance 
to the thought, however precious it might be. 

" Nay, you are too morbidly sensitive on this point, love,' 
he replied. **I wish I could understand your fear, and 
so soothe and remove it." 

" You cannot, Edward," was the agitated leply ; " it is 
peculiarly a woman's. You think of our sweet Florence 
as she is to us, to Walter, to Minie ; to all wich whom, aa 
a child, she associates; but my fears look beyond. She 
must love ; she may be loved, sought, asked for ; and can 
we, dare we, permit her to enter the solemn engagement 
:>f marriage without reveahng " 

"Wait till the evil comes," interrupted her husband. 
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aflectionately hissing her. " I have no such fear&l ajipre* 
hensions ; and, even in such an alternative, would act as I 
do now, conscientiously believing there would he more 
virtue in so doing than in condenming one so pure and 
good to suffering and misery, which the truth, however 
softened, must produce." 

The day before the eventful Thursday, Mr. Leslie ob- 
served to his daughter, as he was going out after breakfast, 
•* Your mother is so much better, my dear girl. You will 
go with me to Lady Ida's ball, will you not ?" 

** I cannot, dear papa." 

" But I am sure your mother would prefer having only 
Mioie for a companion for a few hours, than that you 
should lose so great a pleasure." 

**I know she would, papa. Mine is quite a feminine 
reason, so pray do not laugh at me. I have no proper 
dress, and I could not be so disrespectful to Lady Ida as 
to appear plainly attired." 

" But, my dear child, why have you not a dress ?" 

" Because I was too premature in my preparations, and 
so am punished for my vanity. I knew of this ball a full 
fortnight before the invitations were given, and to be quite 
ready I destroyed a dress, that might in an extremity have 
done, to make use of the beautiful lace which was on it 
for another. That other I have not had time to make, 
and so you see, dear papa, I am compelled to stay at 
home." 

" But why not get it made, my Florence ? Surely you 
do not imagine I could grudge you such an indulgence?" 

** No papa. If I had thought so, perhaps I would have 
been tempted to think only of myself; but I knew I had 
but to ask and have, and so it was easy not to ask. And 
then, the first fortnight I really did not think at all about 
it ; and I was still much too anxious when I saw mamma 
getting better. I own I did wish it were possible to have 
my dress ready, but then I knew I could not make it with- 
out neglecting Minie and Walter, and perhaps even mamma ; 
and I would not expose myself to such a temptation. No, 
d')ar papa, I shall be much happier at home on Thursday 
night than going to St. John's with the recollection of so 
many duties imperf9rmed." 
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" I quite believe you, my sweet child ; but still I griove 
you did not come to me. Did you never think of such a 
thing?" 

•* Oh yes, more than once ; but how could I teaze you 
with such a trifle when you were so anxious about mamma , 
£*nd I know Walter's being from home increases your ex- 
penses very materially; and you look so careworn some- 
times. Why, the ball were not worth the pain it would 
have been for you to fancy your Florence regardless of these 
things." 

** You are careful of every one, every thing but yourself, 
my child. Would I had thought of this before, for I 
cannot bear you should lose such a pleasure. It is too late 
now." 

" Q/uite, quite too late, papa; so do not be so cruel as to 
turn tempter," replied Florence, smiling and throwing hei 
arms round his neck to kiss him ; then boimding from the 
room to conceal that, in spite of all her assurances, in spite 
of even the still small voice of conscience soimding again 
and again " You have done your duty, be happy Florence ?" 
still, child as she was in feeling, in enjoyment (perhaps we 
should not say child, for youth is far more susceptible of the 
pleasure of life than childhood) Florence was disappointed, 
and very painfully. 

When under the first excitement of conquering inclina- ' 
tion, that duty should trixmiph, there is an infused strength 
even in trifles such as these ; but there never yet was any 
such self-conquest which was wholly joy, as some good 
but cold-hearted people declare. There is generally a 
revulsion of feeling, occasioning a doubt as to whether or 
not we need have acted as we have done ; and then, as all 
excitement overstrains the nervous system, the blood 
flows less equally, and affects us mentally, so that de- \ 
pression and dissatisfaction for a while too often follow 
even a duty done. And so it was with our young heroine ; 
she felt all she had told her father, but now the tormenting 
thought would come, that perhaps she could have attended 
to her duties and gone to the ball also ; and that she had 
made a sacrifice, and rejoiced in her strength to do so, 
when there was really no necessity for it. She was wearj 
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»oo ; for her mother's iUness, and her own inui Jplied 
duficB, had prevented her customary daily walks, and 
mental recreation ; and her head ached — ^thal gnawing 
nervous pain, so difHcult to bear because it is not bad 
enough to complain of, or do anything to relieve. And 
80 our poor Florence was weak enough, when quite alone, 
to indulge in a hearty fit of tears ; but this was not of 
Long continuance ; she very soon conquered what she felt 
was selfish folly, and hastened down to their little study 
to attend to her sister's impatient call, and superintend hei 
morning lessons. 

But Florence was not to be steadily employed that uay ; 
Lady Ida came to inquire afler Mrs. Leslie as usual, to 
introduce her particular friend, Lady Mary Villiers, to the 
pretty cottage and its interesting jailmates, and to carry oil 
Florence for a drive. The pure fresh air, the beautiful 
country, the freedom from care, and above all the intel- 
lectual rest and enjoyment springing from the society of 
refined and accomplished nunds-aU did the young girl 
good, and caused her to converse with her natural liveliness 
and animation. 

" You are right, Ida ; Miss Leslie is worthy of youi 
interest ; even I allow it," said Lady Mary, when Flo- 
rence left them ; " but I am sorry you have made hex 
love you ; widely separated as you must be in so short a 
time." 

" I am not going to remain in Italy for ever Mary ; so 
why should not my intlJrest in Florence continue ?" 

" Because I have no faith in an interest such as thif 
continuing through time and separation. It is not absence 
which severs friends, but changes in heart, and mind, and 
position. You cannot return to England as you leave it ; 
you will have new ties, new interests, which must weaken 
former ones." 

" You believe, then, that absence is really what some 
poet, I think, called it, * the grave of love ?' " 

" No ; but that it is very often the grave of sympathy 
— ^not with those whose spheres of action and position 
are the same, as ours are ; but fancy you and Florence 
both in London a few years hence — ^with interests, duties, 
occupations, each as distinct as one planet firom another. 
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What can you be to her but a source of yearning and of 
pain?" 

" I cannot tell you at this moment, Mary, but time will 
show. You know I have many strange fancies, and one 
is that women do not do half as much as they might do for 
each other ; they art^ too often influenced by such petty 
jealousies, detraction^ envy — ^things I abhor. I may still 
be Florence's friend, even in London, and widely severed 
in position, as you say we shall be. Now do not look so 
solemnly incredulous ; all things are possible if we would 
but think so, and exert some degree of energy in bringing 
them about." 



'^^■¥' 



CHAPTER Vm. 

A SC7BPRISE FOR FLORENCE. — THE GIFT. 

The eventful night at length arrived. Mr. Leslie, who 
had received an invitation from Lord Melford to dine with 
some other gentlemen at St. John's, went ; but all his in- 
tended enjoyment was clouded because Florence could 
not join him. Mrs. Leslie was yet more grieved, re- 
proaching herself for never having thought what Florence 
might need ; forgetting, now that she was almost as weD 
as usual, all the deeply anxious thoughts which had en- 
grossed her, when she anticipated death — anxiety, not 
for herself, for her trust was fixed on the Rock of ages. 
But she was a wife and mother ; she knew her husband's 
causes of anxiety almost better than he did himself; 
and there was one care, peculiarly her own, which ren- 
dered the idea of death one of intense suffering ; for Minie 
and Walter it was simply the thought of separation ; 
but for Florence, the most incongruous, the most myste- 
rious emotions were concentrated in one feeling of anxious 
ftnguish, which none but her God could penetrate and 
soothe. 

With such reflections, united to intense bodily pain and 

firoetrating weakness, it '^as no matter of wonder that 
lady Ida's ball and the necessary arrangements for 
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Florenco should have entirely escaped her memory till it 
was too late for the evil to be remedied. The disappoint* 
ment itself she knew was of no real consequence ; but Mrs. 
Leslie was not one of those harshly-nurtured spirits who 
trample on the sweet flowers of youthful life without one 
remorseful pang ; she knew how soon, how very soon the 
lovely buds fade of themselves; and she trembled lest 
harsher duties should demand in Florence the crushing of 
youth and all its dreams years before their time. And so 
full of regret was her caressing manner that evening, that 
Florence, even had she felt any remaining depression 
would have efiectually concealed it ; but the sweet reward 
of duty was once more her own, and animated and gay, 
she gpeedily proved that the sacrifice was absolutely noth- 
ing — ^when compared to her mother's comfort and enjoy- 
ment. 

It was the first evening Mrs. Leslie had left her cham- 
ber, and resumed her couch in the sitting-room, an event 
inexpressibly cheering to Florence, who always declared 
the house was desolate when her mother was upstairs. 
Once more the sweet carol of Minie's voice enUvened the 
evening hours ; song after song poured forth from the 
child's lips, with a sweethess, a richness, a purity abso- 
utely thrilling. It was eight o'clock when they closed 
the piano-forte, and Florence, petitioning a longer vigil fox 
Minie, opened Miss Austin's entertaining "Mansfield 
Park," and began, at her mother's wish, to read it aloud. 

They had been thus employed about half an hour, when 
a carriage drove up to the gate, and a respectable old dame 
who had been Minie's nurse, and continued the humble 
firiend of the family, bustled into the apartment, with a 
comical loclc of pleasant intelligence, which excited the 
curiosity not only of the two girls, but of Mrs. Leslie 
herself. No answer to the varied queries, however, would 
Nurse Wilmot vouchsafe, but she deliberately drew fortli 
a note, and presented it to Florence, who, with an ex- 
clamation of astonishment, tore it open and read as fol- 
lows : — 

" Your father tells me, my dear Florence, that youi 
mother is quite well enough for you to leave her to-night, 
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and I have theiefore sent my carriage for you, and mutsi 
insist on your donning bonnet and shawl, and coming just 
as you are. William has orders to bring you to the side 
entrance, where you know a private staircase leads to my 
rooms. Do not be inghtened at the string of carriages 
which may throng the front door ; your path will be quite 
invisible. Go directly into my dressing-room, where you 
will find Alice with all the necessaries for your toilette, 
and I will come for you when it is completed. I send 
your dear old nurse, Mrs. Wilmot, who will remain with 
your mother till to-morrow evening, that you may leave 
her without any apprehension, for of course you sleep at 
the Hall. Now do not stay to hesitate ; I will never for- 
give you if you disobey me. " Ida." 

" Necessaries for my toilette ! What can she mean ? 1 
have not a single dress at St. John's," was the bewildered 
speech of Florence, as she concluded; and then, as the 
real truth seemed to flash upon her through Mrs. Leslie's 
fond, rejoicing look, she threw her arms around her mother's 
neck, and burst into tears. But the wild delight of Minie, 
who, clapping her hands and jumping about the room, in- 
sisted that Florence was very foohsh to cry, ajid make her 
eyes red, when she ought only to be glad, and Mrs. 
Leslie's caressing sympathy, soon removed slU trace of 
these incomprehensible tears; and hastily shawled and 
bonnetted by the active care of Mrs. Wilmot, who gos- 
siped all the time of the beautiful things she had seen at 
St. John's, where she had been since six o'clock, and the 
kind care of Alice, and the affability of Lady Ida, and 
how kindly she had spoken of Miss Florence, with an 
endless etc., Florence was soon ensconced in the carriage, 
and rolling rapidl} to St. John's. It seemed a shortei 
ride than usual, for her thoughts were very busy, and 
excessive timidity struggled with pleasure. Alice, with 
provident kindness, had stationed herself ready to receive 
and conduct her with all speed to her lady's dressing 
room. 

True dignity was never yet attended by insolence oi 
presumption. Alice had been an inmate of the. late Lord 
Edgemere's family for above eight-and-twenty years, and 
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every yeax increased her devotion for the gentle being 
whose birth she had witnessed, and whom she had tended 
from her youth. All whom Lady Ida honored with her 
regard became objects of interest to herself. 

Florence was speedily attired in the graceful robe of 
India muslin, so transparent in its delicate texture as to 
display the pure white satin folds beneath; the tiny 
slippers to correspond ; the delicate white glove ; and 
every article fitting so admirably, and made so simply, in 
such perfect accordance with her age and station, that 
Florence's peculiarly sensitive mind could only feel re* 
lieved. Her beautiful hair received a new grace and 
polish from the skilful hand of Alice; a single white 
cameha, with its drooping bud, plucked fresh for the 
occasion, gleamed like a star amid those jetty tresses so 
purely, so fireshly beautiful, it seemed £t emblem of the 
gentle girl whom it adorned. A chain of beautiful work- 
manship, with its Sevign^ and suspended Maltese cross, 
the centre of which, as the Sevign^, was dimply yet ele- 
gantly set with valuable emeralds, was her only ornament ; 
and even from this Florence sensitively shrunk, asking 
kindly if Lady Ida particularly wished her to wear it. 
She need not, Alice said, if she did not like ; but, as 
it was intended as a keepsake from her lady to Miss 
Leslie, she thought Lady Ida would be disappointed if it 
were not worn ; and, touching a spring in the cross as she 
spoke, a locket was disclosed, containing a braid of dark, 
chestnut hair, with the letters F. L. from I. V. delicately 
engraved upon it. The eyes of Florence again gUstened, 
but she made no further objection to having it secured 
round her throat, playfully answering Alice's unchecked 
admiration of her appearance by the assurance that it 
must be all her care, and Lady Ida's kindness, which had 
caused her to look well, that her own proper self had 
nothing to do with it whatever. 

Unconsciously she remained standing opposite the large 
pier-glass when Alice had departed, thinking far more of 
the kindness she had received than of her own graceful 
figure and sweetly expressive face, of whose real charm 
3he was in truth totally ignorant, for she knew she waa 
not beautiful ; and that she possessed intellect and sensi- 



52 woman's friendship. 

bility enough to make a far plainer face attractive, wat 
equally unknown. 

"Well, Florence, have I done for you as weU as you 
could have done for yourself?" was the playftd address 
which roused her from her reverie ; and, springing for- 
ward, Florence could only exclaim, " Oh, Lady Ida, why 
are you so kind ?" 

" Why dearest, because it is a real pleasure to think for 
those who never think of themselves ; and just now, that 
my pleasures are so limited, you must not grudge me this. 
Now do not look at me half sorrowfully when I mean you 
to be the very happiest person in the ball-room to-night ; 
you are as awe-struck at my diamonds and satin robe, as 
you were when I first came down, because I was an earl's 
daughter. You little simpleton ; my rank may be some- 
what higher, but what do I exact then — only obedience in 
all things even to the keeping and wearing that chain and 
cross for my sake, without any pride in that haughty little 
spirit^rising up against it." 

" Haughty ! dear Lady Ida ? Do not say so." 

" Indeed I will, for you know it to be truth y but come, 
for I must not be missed from the ball-room. Emily's 
last note told you, did it not ? that the idea of tdblemix was 
given up till another night, as being incompatible with 
my imcle's dinner and the ball ; so you see you must play 
your part still, notwithstanding you thoijght to eschew it 
so nicely." 

Re-assured, happy beyond all ^expression, even her 
timidity soothed by Lady Ida's caressing manner, Florence 
laughingly replied ; and they proceeded to the splendidly 
lighted suite of rooms whence the alternate quadrille and 
waltz were most inspiritingly sounding. It was the sur- 
passing loveliness, the peculiarly quiet air of real aristo- 
cratic dignity, the absence of all, even the faintest ap- 
proach to affectation or display in Lady Ida, which had 
struck the eager heart of the young Florence with even 
more than usual respect, impressing her — as Ida's quick 
penetration had discovered, even at such a moment of 
pleasure — ^with the sorrowful conviction how widely they 
must be eventually separated by their respective stations 
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CHAPTER IX. 

AN INTRODUCTION. — ^PRINCIPLE TRIUBIPHS OVEE INCLINATION, 

As Lady Ida and her companion entered the ante* 
chamber, into which the ball-room opened, a young man, 
or rather lad, for his open collar and round jacket per« 
mitted him no higher title, though an elegant figure and 
remarkably handsome face rendered him a general object 
of attraction, hastily pressed forward. 

"Frank!" said Lady Ida, greatly surprised, "Why, 
where have you dropped from ? I am really glai to see 
you, and to-night particularly." 

"Your ladyship honors me," was the buoyant reply, 
with a very graceful bow. " I only arrived two hours ago, 
and found all the hotel in commotion and excitement, 
because of the Lady Ida Villiers' ball. I ventured on the 
plea of old acquaintance, both with Lady Melford and your- 
self, to come without invitation. Am I excused ?" 

"Excused and welcome, Frank, as you well know. 
Where is your father ?" 

" In Paris still ; but as it is the season of merry Easter 
in my grave quarters, I vowed I would turn truant, and 
visit my friends in England. After a struggle I gained my 
point, and finding most of my best friends in Devonshire, 
followed them, and here I am." 

" And as you have 3ome in a time of festivity, we shall 
aii be doubly glad to see you. Florence, will you honor 
this friend of mine for the next quadrille ? But I forget 
you do not know each other — ^Miss Leslie, Mr. Francis 
Howard. That is etiquette, — ^is it not ? Now be as agree- 
able as you can be, Frank, in return for Miss Leslie's con- 
descension." 

The yoimg man laughed gayly, seeming not at aU ill 
pleased with the introduction, his eyes having lingered 
admiringly on Florence aU the time he spoke to Lady Ida 

" Lady Melford," whispered Florence. " Will it not b€ 
rude if I do not seek her first ?" 

" I wiU make your excuse. It will be easier for you U 
3 
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find a place in the quadrille than my aunt at present," 
was the reply. "Frank, bring Miss Leslie to me when 
^our dance has heen accomplished." 

" How am I to find your ladyship ? — ^by a treble file ol 
cavalier d^ouis, sueing your hand for all the quadrilles of 
the evening ?" 

'* No, you foolish boy. I am a staid, sober matron fot 
this evening, not intending to dance at all." 

"Not dance!" exclaimed young Howard and Florence 
La such genuine surprise as to excite Lady Ida's mirth. 

" Not dance, my young fiiends. Now away with you 
both, for my will is like an ocean rock, net to be shaken." 

Lady Ida stood a moment, silently watching the effect 
that Florence Leslie's unexpected appearance would pro- 
duce ; not a little pleased that the purse-proud Oakland 
family were standing so near as not. only to have seen 
Florence's d^nU, leaning familiarly on her arm, but to 
hear all that had passed, even her final command to young 
Howard to bring Florence to her after the dance. 

" Did you hear that ?" whispered Miss Maria to Miss 
Elizabeth. "Well to be sure! — ^titled ladies are easily 
pleased. Who could have thought of that poor proud 
Florence getting into such favor ?" 

" And look what a beautifiil chain and cross she has," 
was Miss Elizabeth's reply. " I did not think her worth 
such a thing ; but her dress, who ever heard of any one 
coming to such a ball as this in plain white muslin ? But 
of course, poor thing, she could not afibrd any thing better." 
And she looked with yet greater satisfaction on her own 
amber-colored satin, flounced and furbelowed to the knee. 

An irresistible smile stole to Lady Ida's lip as these 
whispered remarks reached her ear, half longing for them 
to know that it was her own much vaunted taste they were 
decrying; and, scarcely able to meet with her wonted 
courtesy the eager cringing speeches with which, as she 
passed them, they saluted her. 

Some, however, there were who were really glad to see 
Florence, and amiable enough to forgive the favor she 
enjoyed ; nay more, to remark how well she looked, and 
lo witness without envy Emily Melford's joyous greeting, 
and to see tl^ young men of the Hall approach with 
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eagerly extended hand,' and claim her successiyely as theii 
partner ; while others lost half the pleasure, the triumph 
of heing invited hy Lady Ida YiUiers to a .hall hecause 
Florence Leslie was there too, and evidently in high favor. 
Alas ! for poor human nature. 

" Will you come with me, Mr. Icslie ? I have a lovely 
flower I want to show you,'' said Lady Ida playfully, 
iBLyiag her hand on that gentleman's arm, as he stood 
talking with her uncle, and other gentlemen, at some dis- 
tance from the dancers. 

" Willingly," he replied, ohserving, as he offered her his 
arm, that he thought the conservatory lay in an opposite 
direction. 

" So it does, my dear sir ; but it is not your love oi 
flowers I am going to gratify just now ; unless you can 
And any charm in a white camelia wreathed in a fair 
maiden's hair ! The flower I mean has just accepted 
Frederic's arm. Do you know her ? Or shall I introduce 
you ?" 

" Florence !" exclaimed the dehghted father, in a tone 
that gratified all Lady Ida's benevolent intentions most 
completely. " And looking so well — so happy ! What 
magic has your ladyship used ?" 

" Wait till I give you Florence back again : I intend to 
tell you nothing, now, nor will I permit her. It is enough 
you are satisfied that my power is more efficient than you 
thought. You may greet your father, Florence, but that 
is all I psrmit now," she added gayly, as, escorted both by 
Frederic Melford and Frank Howard, Florence hastily ap- 
proached. 

" Ida ! what can you want with Miss Leshe ? If you 
are so determined not to dance, at least lay no prohibition 
on her ; but here is Frank — ^troublesome fellow — ^will not 
give her up to me till he has given her back to you ; and 
she says she cannot till she has spoken with my mother." 

" Well, I promise you I will not detain her long. Go, 
and pay your devoirs to some other lady, and come back for 
her after the next dance. There is a waltz, fortunately for 
70U ; so since Florence does not waltz, you can spare her." 

"The next, then, remember Miss Leslie?" Florence 
laughingly assented 
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" And af^er Melford and his brother, may I claim again !" 
asked young Howard earnestly. 

" I believe I am engaged.'* 

"The next, then?" 

Florence assented with a bright smile. Howard bowei 
and retreated. 

""What! you will have such compassion on Frank'd 
round jacket and open collar, as to honor him twice, when 
so many dress-coats are round you, Florence, you really are 
a novice. Emily would abuse your bad taste," laughingly 
observed Lady Ida. 

** Oh, he is so agreeable ; he knows so much about Paris 
and Itaiy — dear Italy ! Besides, indeed, I scarcely think 
about my partners ; dancing is so delightful in itself; 
though certainly, when they are so pleasant as Mr. How- 
ard and your cousins, it is more delightful still." 

" And so you forgive the round jacket?" 

'* Because it is the only part of the boy about him." 

" I admire your discrimination ; he is much more worth 
talking to than many double his age. His father. Lord 
Glenville, is a strange, stem man, and I often pity Frank's 
domestic trials ; but his gay spirit carries him through 
them all, and he is happy in spite of them." 

Lady Melford received her most kindly, making many 
inquiries afler her mother, which enabled Florence to 
overcome the dif&dence she felt, as she encountered so 
many inquiring glances, not from Lady Melford s resident 
guests alone, but of many proud famihes in the neighbor- 
hood, who generally passed her with very supercihous 
notice. The benevolent countenance of Lady Edgemere 
attracted her at once, and so pleased was she with that 
lady's flattering notice and encouraging conversation, that 
she was almost sorry when Frederic Melford came to claim 
her. 

" So you will not follow Mary's example, Ida ? On my 
nonor I feel inclined to scold you even now," said Lord 
Edgemere, in a latter part of the evening, as cavalier after 
cavalier approached his former ward, intreating her to 
dance, and each received the same courteous but iirm 
reply. " All my powers of oratory, Mary's of persuasion, 
Lady Edgemere's of argument, your imcle's of satiret 
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your aunt's of irritation, your cousin's of torment — ^have 
all been exhausted in vain. You laugh at my lengthy 
catalogue — ^how unfeeling, triumphing over this waste of 
breath ! Ida, what a leport I wHl write Edmund ! Now, 
there is the smile vanished, as if his very name demanded 
the banishment of joy. You little incomprehensible 
enigma, when shall I solve you?'* 

" Will not his name solve my reason for not dancing ?" 
inquired Lady Ida, in a voice so low and quivering, that 
Lord Edgemere, even while he answered jestingly, pressed 
the delicate hand which rested on his arm. 

" Truly it will not, for Edmund loved to watch your 
graceful movements in the dance, even when he could not 
join in it himself." 

'* And while I am dancing, hstening, perhaps, to a dozeu 
immeaning speeches, attracting the attention of every eye, 
because, of course, as Lady Ida YiUiers, I might not hope 
to go through a crowded quadrille unremarked — ^he may 
be ill, and in lonely sorrow, the void in his faith&l heart 
unfilled, ^ven by his most-loved studies, dreaming of me, 
and my promise to be his alone ! And should I be ful- 
filling this promise, attracting the notice, the applause of 
a crowd ? Oh, Lord Edgemere, is it strange that I cannot 
dance?" She spoke with strong, though suppressed emo- 
tion, and Lord Edgemere at once entered into her feelings. 
Cluickly recovering, she said cheerfully, " You will ask me, 
mth these feelings, why I gave the baU at all ? Because 
I could not bear to be so selfish as to refuse Emily such a 
trifie ; and those who paid me such continued attention 
certainly demanded some return." 

" You have done very wisely, my dear Ida. To conciUate 
is so infinitely more agreeable than to ofiend, that it is 
worth some sacrifice of individual will. You have gratified 
many ; soothed, perhaps, ofiended pride ; given scope to 
kindly feelings—" 

" I fear to unamiable ones, too," interposed Lady 
Ida. 

" Perhaps so ; for when was there a ball whose ordeal 
every one could pass unscathed ? Yet still there appears 
to me a larger share of happiness in these rooms than in 
some of our crowded assemblies in London. I am sure, if 
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ever face spoke truth, there is one person perfectly happy j 
look at Miss Leslie now.*' 

In the midst of a gay throng Florence was standing, 
Jstening, and sometimes joining in the merry conversation 
of Emily Melford and her attendant beaux, with such 
sparkling animation lighting up every feature that it was 
impossible to pass her unremarked. Just at the moment 
that Lord Edgemere had directed Lady Ida's attention 
towards her, one of Strauss's most inspiring waltzes struck 
up, and several couples were instantly formed. 

"Come, Florence, one turn — only one; have pity on 
Alfred, who has been asking you so long; and he is no 
stranger. You may waltz with him," intreated Emily, ere 
she departed with her partner, and her brother was not 
slow to follow up the hint. 

"You really must waltz. Miss Leslie; it will be a treat 
to have a genuine lover of dancing to waltz with. You 
say you love dancing, and yet not waltz ; indeed you do not 
know what dancing is — ask Emily — ask Lady Mary.*' 

" Wnishe stand firm ?" whispered Lord Edgemere to his 
companion, as Florence, shrinking back, intreated to be 
excused, resisting even Emily's declaration, that she did 
not know how ridiculous she appeared refusing to do what 
everybody else did. 

"You know you can waltz, Florence," she persisted, 
" and much better than I do." 

" Then it iis not incapacity. Miss Leslie ; indeed you have 
no excuse. Is not that music enough to inspire you— even 
were you fainting with fatigue ?" 

" Indeed it is ; and I assure you I am not in the least 
fatigued. I own I have waltzed in sport very often, but 
not here — ^not now indeed — ^Ludeed Mr. Melford you must 
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" But why, Florence ? I assure you it is quite an Eng- 
lish dance now. There is not the least shadow of harm in 
it," interposed Lady Mary. But Florence was firm, and 
carried her point, altiiough Alfred Melford declared he would 
leave her alone as a punishment, as a post for the waltzers, 
instead of taking her to a chaperon; and he knew she 
would not have cours^e to go by herself. 

" You wiU do no such thing, Alfred ; for Florence is my 
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eliarget and I am here to redeem it," interposed Lady Ida, 
coming forward ; and Florence clung to her arm with such 
m expression of relief that young Melford laughed immo« 
derately, a laugh in which he was joined as gayly by 
herself. 

" Oh, if Ida upholds you in your perverseness, Misa 
Florence, there is no hope ; so I will make my parting 
bow, and vanish," he said, and darted off to join tha 
waltzers with some less scrupulous partner. 

" I give you joy of your conquest, Miss Leslie," said 
Lord Edgemere, smiling kindly. " If incapacity and sub* 
sequent real disinclination had incited your firmness, you 
would have achieved no conquest at all ; but when princi 
pie triumphs over inclination, I honor it, even in such t 
small thing as a waltz." 

Florence blushed deeply, but not with pain ; wondering 
how Lord Edgemere could so exactly have divined the 
truth — ^for no true lover of dancing (if such a person in 
these days of art can be found) ever yet listened to an in- 
spiring waltz, without the longing desire to join in it. 

" Do you waltz, Lady Ida ?" she asked. 

" Not very often ; I have done so when it would have 
seemed greater afiectation to reftise, than love of display 
to do so. But I am not very fond of it ; it is an exercise 
too exciting, too absorbing, ever to be a favorite amongst 
genuine English wqpaen ; and with your passionate love of 
dancing, Florence, you are right to resist all persuasions, 
and not waltz. All Emily's sage resolutions to that effect 
have, I perceive, melted into air. I am glad you are 
firmer." 

Florence was satisfied. 

To enter into all the delights of the ball would be im- 
possible. Sufiice it that to far the greater number within 
those halls, it was perfect enjoyment. Nothing seemed 
wanting : even the most exacting were satisfied, nay 
charmed with the attention they received from their dis- 
tinguished hostess. 

Lady Ida left her memory as a bright star in the hearts 
of every one present, various as were their dispositions, their 
characters, and feelings. " What availed such ' golden 
opinions' £rom those i^e might never meet again?" the 
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skeptic and the selfish may demand. Little in actual 
deed ; but much, much in that account where the smallest 
act of kindness and benevolence is registered forever. 

Pleasures, however transporting, unhappily cannot last. 
No chain — ^be it of gold, or pearl, or flowers — can bind the 
stubborn wings of time, and bid him loiter on his way. 
He spurns the fetter, darkly, sternly, rushing on; and 
bright indeed must be the joys which fade not beneath his 
step. The festive scene at length closed. Not indeed 
till the blue light of morning struggled to regain dominion 
over the earth. Carriage after carriage rolled from the 
gates, bearing with them for the most part memories oj 
pleasure often recalled with a sigh; until at last. Lord 
Melford*s family and their resident guests remained sole 
occupants of St. John's. 
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CHAPTER X. 

SEPARATION. — THB CLOUD GATHERS. — ^A CHARACTER TO PE 

REMEMBERED. 

Believing vjdth the wise personage, who wrote, said, or 
left as legacy, the sage adage that 

" Trifles make the sum of human life ;" 

and also, that it is in trifles, infinitely clearer than in great 
deeds, that the actual character is displayed, we have 
lingered, perhaps too long, on the first part of our narra- 
tive, hoping that our readers may feel some interest in, and 
judge somewhat of the character of, our youthful heroine ; 
destined, ere the sober gray of life came on, to figure in 
widely different scenes. 

The perfect happiness of Florence, she herself knew, 
must very soon be clouded ; and she roused every unselfish 
feeling of her nature to save her from weak repining, oi 
firetful regret. Early in May, Lord Melford's family were 
to quit St. John's. This, though a privation, (for Florence 
liked Emily, in' spite of the wide dissimilarity of their 
characters and tastes,^ was one easily borne compared to 
the severer t^al awaiting her in the departure of Lord 
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Edgemere*a party towards the end of April, taking Lady 
Ida Villiers with them. 

" Remember, Florence, if it should happen that in any 
thing you need me, if my friendship or influence can be o(^ 
any service to you, write to me without scruple," had 
been Lady Ida's parting address, in a tone of sincerity 
which Florence never forgot. " You are very young, but 
with such a mother your character will not change ; and 
if I meet again the Florence Leslie whom I leave, trust me 
you will find me still the same, however the kind world 
may tell you that our respective ranks place an insuperable 
barrier between us." 

Florence had tried to smile, but found the effort vain. 

Lady Ida departed — and oh ! how sad and lonely did 
every pursuit and pleasure, for a brief while, seem. But 
she had gone to happiness; and though when Florence 
received a few hurried lines from her, telling her she was 
on the eve of quitting England, and in a very few weeks 
expected to join Mr. St. Maur, who was already at Nice, 
the consciousness of the many miles of sea and land divi- 
ding them pressed heavily on her aflectionate heart, she 
could and did rejoice that the time of probation was at an 
end, and Lady Ida might indeed be happy with him whom 
she so faithfully and devotedly loved. 

From Emily Melford, who was her constant correspon- 
dent, she heard all further particulars of the happy termi- 
nation of the voyage and journey ; and next of her marriage, 
for St. Maur was so wonderfully recovered there was no 
occasion for further delay ; and then, by degrees, of their 
fixing their residence for some few years in a beautiful villa 
in the neighboihood of Rome, and that they were as happy 
as mortals might be. 

"Not long ailer Lady Ida left Devonshire, some changes 
took place in Florence Leslie's domestic life, which must 
not be passed unnoticed. "We have said or hinted, that 
Mr. Leslie was not a rich man. Nay, for the rank which 
his birth and education entitled him to fill, he was de- 
cidedly poor. Some few months before Lady Ida came to 
Devonsmafe, a friend had brought to his recollection a 
long-neglected law-suit, which had been commenced bj 
the grandfather of Mr. Leslie for the recovery of an estate, 
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which it "was generally supposed had been alienated from 
the family by some chicahery of the supposed heir and hi^ 
lawyer. 

William Leslie, the person then concerned, died, before 
much more than preliminaries had been arranged. His 
eon, an easy country gentleman, satisfied with the moderate 
fortune he possessed, never even examined the papers \e£t 
to his charge, leaving his son, at his death, if not affluent, 
at least a comfortable competence. With the present Mr. 
LesHe, however, business had been unfortunate ; and he 
retired to Devonshire, in compliance with the wishes oi 
hii wife, to economize, till Walter's dawning manhood 
might require their home to be in London. 

He had sometimes heard his father speak of an est&te 
which ought to be their own, but regarded it little, until 
just before the opening of our tale. The estate became 
again without a master, and many old friends of Mr. LesUe 
urged his putting forth his claims, as well as those of the 
supposed heir-at-law. Mr. Leslie was so far ambitious, 
that for the interest of his children he would have done 
and risked much; and eagerly seeking the long-ibrgotten 
papers, he employed himself actively in looHng for a 
lawyer, of sufficient skill and probity, to undertake the 
delicate business. In vain Mrs. Leslie, far more clear- 
sighted than himself, intreated him to forego his claims. 
It appeared to her, from the papers of the former lawsuit, 
which she had attentively perused, that their claims were 
not merely remote but unfounded ; or at least, not so well 
authenticated and proved as to ensure success. She re- 
minded him of the expense which the carrying on the suit 
must occasion ; she intreated him, with all the eloquence 
of affection, to remain contented with their present mode 
of life. TLey were not like others, absolutely dependent 
on exertion or some lucky chance for sufficiency. They 
needed economy for a few years, certainly ; but they had 
capital, which if not drained by unnecessary calls, would 
amply provide for their daughters, and settle Walter in 
business, where he might carve out his own fortune ; a 
far happier lot than awaited those to whom fortune de« 
Bcended without exertion or ambition of their own. Mr. 
Leshe might have been convinced, had therfl not been 
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those troublesome meddlers, misnamed friends, who spoke 
of henpecked husbands, and the egregious folly of having 
competence and wealth and distinction awaiting them, yet 
failing in the mental courage and independent spirit for 
the exertion necessary to obtain them. 

These arguments had a powerM advocate in Mr. Leslie's 
own inclination. There was much, he felt convinced, in 
his son beyond what met the common eye, and he shrunk 
firom binding him to mere mechanical employment ; for 
him, beyond even the interest of his daughters, he loiiged 
for wealth, that Walter's uncommonly gSled mind might 
have scope to develop itself, and that those higher spheres 
of employment to which his inclination prompted might 
be pursued, without the cold and sordid calculations which 
inevitably attend mere competence. 

f»« There was much in these considerations nearly and sadly 
to affect Mrs. Leshe. Yet she urged that, economically as 
they at present Hved, this same end might still be accom- 
pli^ed ; intreating him to recoUect that Walter's interests 
might be far more irretrievably wrecked by the loss of the 
suit, and its attendant heavy drains on their Httle capital. 
But Mr. Leslie never dreamed of loss. He felt so con- 
vinced in his own mind of the justice of his claims, so 
fully persuaded, that all the necessary expenses would 
be but as dust in the balance compared to the possession 
of a rich and unincumbered estate, that he laughed aside 
all her fears, declaring that the papers had been examined 
by an exceedingly clever lawyer, and pronounced as quite 
sufficient to authorize his claims, and in his hands accord- 
ingly the suit was placed. 

We must pass lightly over the next few years in the life 
of our heroine, mentioning only those circumstances ne- 
cessary for the clear elucidation of our narrative. 

Florence Leslie was not a character to fall from the 
promise of high and noble virtue which the early age o^ 
seventeen had appeared to give. The impression of Lady 
Ida's faultless qualities and most endearing character could 
aot fade from an imagination ardent as her own. It was 
sontinually before her eyes, inciting her to many of those 
trifling acts of self-denial and moral strength, which might 
otherwise have been unperfomed. 
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fkX seventeen a girl's character is seldom fully formed. 
It is the first opening of life ; its first susceptibility of en- 
joyment ; its first consciousness of power, of feeling, of 
perfect happiness, unalloyed even by those whisperings of 
our innate corruption, to which we only awake by 
degrees. All things seem as bright, as fond, as innocent, 
as our own minds : love ! love breathes around us in nature 
as in man : we see nothing of the universal curse, but all 
of the universal love ! We may hear of sin and'sufiering, 
but they are things afar oif, and of little moment. Some 
deem childhood the happiest season of life ; but oh ! 
surely it is youthjf 

/ Childhood is but a dream, containing, indeed, the germs 
of after being, not the flowers themselves. It is the 
threshold of spring, but not spiing itself. No ! spring, 
like youth, comes in the sudden flood of sunshine — kin- 
dles with magic touch the senseless seed into the fragrant 
flower — converts the laughter of the moment into the 
deeper smile of the heart — ^the weary toil of task and 
restraint into the springy freedom, the buoyant hope, the 
bright imfading glory of life — awakened, beautiful exis- 
tence ! ) 

f But even as it is the season of guilelessness, of joy, oi 
good that thinketh no evil,' so is it of impression. The 
heart and mind, like wax, are moulded to whatever form 
the hand of afiection points ; and happy is it for .those 
whose first friendships, whose early associations, are with 
those capable of impressing there nothing but the good.) 
We are writing generally ; but perhaps it is only to those 
peculiarly ardent and clinging dispositions of which Flo- 
rence LesHe was one, to whom these remarks are appHcable. 
There are girls, even of seventeen, so wrapt in self, that 
the material of the heart is of stone instead of flesh ; and 
others again are content to flutter through the brief period 
of existence, with neither strength of impulse nor power 
of imagination, and consequently laugh at all thingi 
which speak of thought or feeling. 

Gradually the character of Florence deepened — ^her in- 
tellect expanded ; and as ths girl merged into the woman, 
if her wild and joyous spirits were in part subdued, there 
was a truth, a firmness of principle, a powerful sense of 



woman's friendship* 6^ 

religion, a yet deeper capability of sufferijig and enduring^ 
which, to those capable of appreciating, or even of under- 
standing her, would have rendered her at twenty still more 
deserving of love. But Emily Melford was right. It did, 
indeied, appear as if by the encouragement of these lofty 
and glowing feelings, her doom was to stand alone, to meet 
with none to whom she could lay bare her whole heart ; 
with few who did not smile at aught of sentiment or 
action higher than was common ; and so at length it was 
only within her own circle that Florence Leslie was really 
known. 

There was one person, however, who, through a stem, 
forbidding aspect, .prevented many from thinking aloud 
before her, could yet (strange to say) afibrd to love, and 
had sense to appreciate our youthful heroine. This was a 
Mrs. Rivers, a distant relation of Mr. Leslie, with whom 
intercourse had been continually kept up, which was more 
intimately renewed some little time after Lady Ida's de- 
parture. 

The peculiarly chilling character of this lady had been 
formed by a most extraordinary train of deceit and false- 
hood in persons whom she had loved and trusted. From 
having been one of the most affectionate and most con- 
fiding beings, she became the coldest and most forbidding 
— firom trusting aU, she trusted none; not 'at least in 
appearance, for it was shrewdly suspected that a young 
girl whom she had adopted, and to whom it was supposed 
she would leave all her property, which was considerable, 
possessed her affections in the warmest degree. This 
orphan, by name Flora Leslie, was the only remaining 
relative of Mr. Leslie who bore his name: relative, in- 
deed, she could hardly be called, as their cousinship was 
five or six degrees removed, though the similarity of name 
often caused the supposition of a much nearer consan- 
guinity. 

The residence of Mrs. Rivers was near "Winchester, and 
fhither Florence was repeatedly invited as a companion to 
Flora, with whom, however, she speedily found she had 
not a thought in common ; finding much more^ to excite 
her interest and affection in Mrs. Rivers herself. To hei 
she was so invariably attentive and respectful, that th€ 
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lady miglit have descended from her pedestal of colduesfi 
and pride, and trusted once again, had she not still feared 
to £nd those endearing qualities deceitful as before. That 
Flora LesHe was of a most unamiable temper, poaeessing 
a remarkable scarcity of attractive or endearing qualities, 
was her safeguard in the opinion of Mrs. Bivers, partiou- 
laxly as the young lady had hypocrisy enough ever to 
bewail, these faults, and to pretend to correct them ; and 
thus, by the most consummate art, she deceived by a com- 
pletely contrary process to her predecessors. Florence 
speedily penetrated this, and turned from her with loathing ; 
but how might her lips warn Mrs. Rivers of tiie precipice 
on which her last attachment seemed to stand. How de- 
scend to so mean a deed as to poison her mind against an 
orphan dependent on her for support. She neither could 
nor would act thus ; contenting herself rather with con- 
tinuing her simple true-hearted kindness towards Mrs. 
Eivers ; often sacrificing her own inclinations and favorite 
duties to comply with her request, and make some stay at 
Woodlands. 



^»» 



CHAPTER XL 

WALTER. — ^A PROPOSAL. — ^A FATHER'S DEATH-BE1>. 

Wk ought, perhaps, to have mentioned in its propei 
place, that Mr. Leslie's desire to be on the spot to super- 
intend the proceeding of this lawsuit, urged him to give up 
his beautiful little retreat in Devonshire, and reside in the 
metropolis; thus materially increasing his expenditure, 
though the family lived as economically as possible, and 
as materially decreasing their domestic comforts and en- 
joyments. Mr. Leslie was far too honorable to live be- 
yond his present' means, because he confidently trusted 
his future would bring wealth ; and when economy must 
be consulted, and observers of that economy are of birth 
and education, London does not possess one quarter of the 
happiness or the true enjoyment of the country. There, 
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pleasures the most innoceat, the most healthful, the most 
leviving, await the economist at every turn, without the 
smallest tax upon his finances. Not thus is it in the 
metropolis. It has indeed many avenues of improvement, 
of pleasure, of true enjoyment ; but they are for those to 
whom money is no object, time of little value ; not for 
that noble set of economists, who, rather than indulge 
in the expense attendant upon plaasure, would forego it 
altogether. 

Mrs. LesHe's delicate health had prevented their keep- 
ing much society even in Devonshire. In London they kept 
still less ; for in the environs of this great city, as in the 
city itself, people may live next door to each other for 
years, and never know more than their respective names • 
and, therefore, though in a populous neighborhood the 
LesHes lived in comparative solitude. 

It so happened that neither Mr. nor Mrs. Leslie had any 
near relation, nor even connections, both having been only 
children, and the latter, in fact, an orphan from her ear- 
liest years. 

All these things considered, it was no very great wonder 
that London to Florence Leslie was in truth a prison, 
compared with the joyg, the freedom, and, above all, the 
associations of the coimtry. Yet she was happy, for her 
mind could create its own resources, and outwaid excite- 
ment she needed not. Her domestic circle was sufiicient 
to call forth aU the affection, the animation of her nature 
The opening mind, the bird-hke joyousness of Minie, the 
far higher character of Walter, even the anxiety his deli- 
cate health occasioned, bound her closer and closer to 
them both ; till with the vivid memories of Lady Ida, and 
the lively correspondence of Emily Melford, which, mar- 
vellous to relate, continued the length of two full years, 
Florence's simple nature needed no more. She did some- 
times think it strange, that during the thrse months which 
the Melfords passed in town, Emily should never make 
any exertion to see her, or renew the intercourse between 
the families ; but for the first few years, Florence was too 
happy in herself to feel it as neglect. She had no paiti- 
cular need of their kindness, so did not miss it. Alas ! it 
13 only in the time of sorrow, only when we most need 
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kindnesSi that we awake to the bitter consciousness of 
coldness and neglect. 

Meanwhile time passed. Two, and nearly three years, 
and Mr. Leslie's lawsuit appeared making no progress 
whatever towards a favorable completion; calling in- 
deed, for multiplied expenses, which he met willingly, 
because unalterably convinced that success would attend 
him at last; a conviction shared with all the buoyant 
aikticipation of youth by his son, to whom, much against 
Mrs. Leslie's consent, hLs hopes and expectations had been 
imparted. 

Walter i'ooked not to riches as means of sensual pleasure 
and intemperate indulgences. Inheriting, unhappily, the 
sickly constitution of his mother, a severe illness, soon 
afler he was fifteen, deprived him of all taste for boyish 
pleasures, and gave him but one great desire to become 
mentally great. Tastes and powers suddenly awakened 
within him never felt before. He had always been re- 
markably intellectual ; but with the sudden conception of 
poetry, painting, sculpture, all those links of a higher; 
more etherial nature, his former joyous spirits changeo 
to a sensitiveness, an almost morbid susceptibility ot 
feeling. 

He gave the whole energy of mind and heart to his 
studies. It mattered not what subject they embraced ; he 
mastered them with an ease, a capability of comprehension, 
which caused both his father and himself to laugh at the 
fancy, that by too much application he was injuring his 
already but too precarious health. 

Mrs. Leslie's anxious spirit oflen trembled ; but it was 
more at his faultless temper, his confiding and affectionate 
heart, his extraordinary sense of rehgious trust and de- 
pendence. Yet, oh ! how could a mother, as she looked 
upon and traced the many virtues of her boy, wish it had 
been otherwise ? How breathe the secret dread, that he 
seemed but lent to earth ? 

During Lady Ida's intimacy with Florence, "Walter had 
been at school in London ; but he had never been happy 
there : either the close air did not agree with him, or the 
regular and somewhat confined routine of lessons and 
exercises cramped his energies, and permitted no vent to 
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his higher talents. Afler his severe illness, he, of course, 
remained at home, studying of his own accord, and with 
little assistance of masters. At seventeen, the air of the 
north being recommended, Mr. Leslie placed him, to his 
great delight, with a clerg3rman in Westmoreland ; and 
there it was that all his natural endowments in poetry and 
painting burst upon him with a flash, a brilliancy, lighting 
up his wholo being with new powers, and new life; 
banishing all trace of too morbid sensitiveness, or tco de« 
press^ig gloom, and bringing in their stead such a glowing 
sense of joy, such a consciousness of power, that even the 
desire of wealth lost all its strength, for he believed he 
possessed giils within him which wotdd make their own 
way, compel a world to acknowledge them, and wreath his 
humb]e name with the bright garland of immortal renown. 
Alas ! poor boy, he knew not how much more than to 
other minds is independence necessary for the happiness of 
genius. 

Florence had just completed her twentieth year, when, 
to her great astonishment, she received through her father, 
an offer of marriage, from a highly respectable yoimg man, 
whom she had met now and then at Woodlands, but 
whose attentions she had never deemed any thing more 
than the courtesy of the hour. Mr. Leslie was unusually 
argent in forwarding young Sedley's suit, more so than 
Florence could at aU comprehend. It netded all her firm- 
ness, all hor eloquence, all her caresses, to win him over to 
her views, and obtain his consent for the decided dismissal 
of her admirer. 

He said that she knew not the advantage it would be, 
almost the necessity there existed for her to enter early 
into a respectable matrimonial engagement ; an argument 
she could not understand. True, she said that she kn^w 
if the lawsuit were imfortunately lost, his fortune would 
be materially diminished; but could he think that she 
would shrink from aught of privation shared with her 
family? raJther she would remain to work for them, to 
save their beautiful and childlike Minie all necessity to 
quit her home. She could not enter the holy engagement 
of matrimony, without feeling either respect or love foi 
him whom she must solemnly vow to love, honor, and 
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obey ; she could not marry simply for wordly advantages. 
Mr. Leslie said it was not to mere worldly views he re* 
ferred, but then checked himself, agitated to a degree yet 
more startlingly incomprehensible to his daughter, more 
particularly as her mother shared it. Terrified, she knew 
not wherefore, she threw herself on Mrs. Leslie's neck, ex 
claiming in extreme emotion : 

'* If your happiness, your interests, my beloved parents, 
are in any way concerned in this intended marriage, only 
veil me, and I will school my spirit tiU I can make the 
sacrifice ; only tell me, do not deceive me ; does this 
alliance concern your welfare, as well as the supposed 
advantages to myself? does it afiect you in any way? 
Tell me but the truth — ^the whole truth---do not terrify me 
by mysteries which I cannot solve ; say but the word, if 
indeed it be for you." 

" Florence, my child ! it wm but for yourself I spoke," 
rephed her father, for Mrs. Leslie could but strain the 
weeping girl to her heart in silence ; " solemnly I pledge 
my word, I thought but of your interests, your happiness, 
and welcomed this oiler as insuring you an independent 
home and -station, which neither circumstance nor accident 
could affect." 

" But why should I need these things more than others, 
father ? why should you banish me from your heirth— 
vour name?" 

It was a very simple question, but Mr. Leslie's answer 
was, as if it said more to his wife and to himself than 
she had meant. He caught her convulsively in his arms, 
passionately exclaiming — 

" You are right, my blessed child ! quite, quite right. 
Why, indeed, should I banish you from my name and 
hearth? No— no— you shall never change them, save 
for those you may love better. Florence, darliag ! forgive 
your fathei I have been too urgent, but it was fot you, 
my child, only for you." 

And hastily releasing her, he quitted the room, leaving 
Florence in a state of such indefinable dread, that her 
mother compelled herself to calmness to soothe her, 
assuring her that they had but spoken for her good ; her 
father's interests were in no ways afiected, and that she 
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knew a little thing disturbed him now. Floreuc3 wept 
away her emotion on the bosom of her beloved mother, 
and Mr. Leslie's resumed calmness, when they a^ain met, 
removed every lingering fear. 

" Does she suspect ? Have I ruined her peace forever ? 
Mary — ^Mary ! why have' I not your control?'* was Mr. 
Leslie's agitated address to his wife, when all but them 
solves had retired to rest. 

** She suspects nothing, dearest Edward, save that your 
love £br her is even stronger than she behoved it ; but oh, 
for the sake of our sweet girFs peace, bid her not to wed 
again. It seems as if that gentle heart were mercifully^ 
preserved from all love save for us, to spare me the bittei 
agony of giving her to another with the truth untold ; the 
dark alternative of persisting in that which is not, oi 
ruining her peace for ever. You do not feel this, and 
therefore beHeve that marriage would give her greater, 
security than remaining with us ; but oh, my husband, do 
not urge it again. An all-seeing Providence is around us. 
Let us beHeve he specially watches over her sweet inno- 
cence, and by keeping her thus from all love, guards her 
from dangers, from misery I daire not speak.'' 

Mr. Leslie seemed convinced and a&cted ; but whether, 
indeed, he would have followed his wife's advice, could 
never be known; for, two short months after this event, 
he was attacked by a violent illness, terminating so 
suddenly and fatally, that Walter had barely time to travel 
post to London, caUed thither by a letter from Florence in 
agony conjuring him to come to them without a moment's 
delay, ere the fond husband and afiectionate father breathed 
his last. 

Of all deaths, a sudden one is the most dreadful, the 
most agonizing to the survivors. It is said, death, when- 
ever it comes, is sudden ; a shock always stunning, always 
overwhelming. Perhaps it is so ; but when only one week 
intervenes between life and death, one httle week severs 
ties of years, hides under the cold damp earth features 
which beamed upon us in health and joy from every 
accustomed haunt ; when the beloved is removed directly 
from his domestic circle to the narrow grave, missed from 
his usual seat, not to be fou^d in some other, which, though 
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painful, (if a couch of sufiexing,) yet becomes dear, but, 
missed, to be remembered only as gone forever ; when no 
intervening period of dependence on the part of the suf- 
ferer, of unremitting attention and increased affection from 
the beloved ones, has taken place, and (as it were) partially 
prepared us for the last dread change, the final separation ; 
when none of these things take place, oh, who may speak 
the agonies of death ! 

And all this was felt by Mrs. LesHe and her children. 
They had had no time to fear, still less to hope, and it was 
long ere they could realize that one so ardently beloved 
indeed had passed away forever. The extremity of Mrs 
Leslie's anguish none knew but Him in whose ear in t£o 
watches of the night it had been poured. Her illness, 
her uncomplaining patience had bound her more closely 
than common to him, and his almost womanly care and 
gentleness through her long years of suffering excited no 
common love; and bodily disease itself seemed for the 
while subdued, conquered by this sudden and most agoni- 
dng mental affliction. She had left her couch to attend 
nis dying bed; day and night she moved not from his 
pillow, save at the moment of Walter's arrival, for she 
dreaded the effect of the shock upon him. And not alone 
was it the husband of her love, the gentle soother of her 
painful couch, whom she had to mourn. There was a se- 
cret tie between them, calling for all the devotion, all the 
gratitude of woman's heart. In the first year of their 
marriage, he had granted a boon, a weighty boon; one, 
perhaps, that none other but Edward Leshe could have 
granted, and never from that hour evinced regret that he 
had done so. And now that dread secret was aU her aWo., 
only her own ; and its heavy weight appeared to increase 
the bitter anguish of her husband's loss. 

At the moment Mrs. Leslie left the piUow of the dying 
to meet her son, Florence alone stood beside his bed. His 
eyes were closed ; the livid hue of death had stolen over 
his features, and the poor girl bent over him, stunned, 
motionless, unconscious that scorching tears were slowly 
rolling down her checks, and falling upon his. He opened 
his eyes languidly, and tried feebly to draw her to him» 
and as she laid her head on his bosom, kissing again and 
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Again his sunken cheek, he whispered in broken and dis- 
jointed sentences : 

" Floyence, my child ! my precious child ! bless — ^blesa 
you. You are indeed ray daughter. Minie is not dearer. 
Love — ^love your mother, darling ; cherish her, care for 
her as you have done. She has more than common claim 
for gratitude. Florence — darling — ^bless ** 

And his voice had sunk from exhaustion, so as to be 
wholly, inarticulate, though his lips still moved xs if he 
Bpoke. Again and again those words returned to Florence — 
the feeble tone, the look of death haunted her ; buv there 
was no mystery attached to them, they seemed to her but 
the last warning accents of that parental love, which had 
so long blessed her with the guidance of a friend as well as 
father. With more than usual claims for love and gra- 
titude, she recalled her mother's years of suffering, which 
yet had never checked her devotion to her children, and 
she compared that affectionate devotedness with the 
fashionable selfishness and culpable neglect of others 
whom she knew, and she felt she had indeed a double 
incentivei to duty and afiectiop. She knelt by the dead 
body of her father, and secretly vowed to make her mother 
the first object of her life, and then only felt relieved 
from the weight even of love which her father's last words 
had left. • 



-♦♦♦- 



CHAPTER XIL 

FILIAL LOVE. — ^WALTER SEEKS EMPLOYMENT. — ^ABILITY AKD 

INTEREST. 

Mr. Leslie's sudden death had, of course, left all his 
worldly aflairs in confusion. Depending entirely on the 
success of his lawsuit, and believing from his usual good 
health, that many years of life were still before him, he 
had left no will, nor any instructions as to the division of 
his still imtouched property. The examination of liis 
papers Mrs. Leslie took upon herself. There were indeed 
no debts to startle her, but as she had long anticipated, 
considerable law expenses, which had very materially de- 
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creased his income. To withdraw all further prosecatios 
of the suit was now impossihle, for much as Mrs. Leslie in 
secret might still have wished it, but yet hallowed as it 
now seemed by its association with the dead and by the in- 
terests of the living, she would not perchance have drawn 
back, even if she could. 

On Walter's delicate frame and sensitive spirit, this loss 
of his almost idolized father had at first produced such 
painful ejQects, as greatly to alarm his affectionate family. 
He was, however, effectually roused, when he became 
aware of his mother's determination to divide the little 
property equally between her children, without reserving the 
smallest portion for herself Respectfully, but positively he 
declared that this should not be. It was no position for a 
parent, and one like herself. Rather would he feel himself 
and his sisters utterly dependent upon her, than so com- 
pletely to reverse the law of nature and of fiUal feeUng. 
His sisters said the same, and inexpressibly affected, Mrs. 
LesHe was compelled to submit. 

Little did she know the further intentions of her chil- 
dren. That Walter and Florence never rested, scarcely 
slept, till with the assistance of a friend, one learned in 
the law, though no practitioner, they had secured her 
little portion upon herself, binding themselves as re- 
presentatives of their deceased parent, and consequently 
pledging themselves to answer aU demands of the im- 
pending suit. This accomplished, both were comparatively 
relieved, but Walter still felt that his task was not yet 
done. 

It was one evening, about six weeks afler Mr. Leslie'* 
death, that Mrs. Leshe found herself alone with her son. 
A favorite work was open before him, but his head had 
gradually sunk upon his hands, and many minutes passed, 
9.nd still he did not raise it. 

" Walter, my own Walter !" 

"Mother!" he threw himself with a sudden impulse 
on her neck, and she heard him sob. 

" My boy, it was the will of a gracious Providence that 
he should go from us. Oh, we must not resist by too long, 
too unresigned a sorrow. I loiow what he was to you, my 
thild — to us all — ^but " 
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"Mother, it is not only for my father I mouru. Oh 
ftiother, mother, I am a weak, sinful wretch — ^knowing 
i/hat is right, and having no strength of myself to do it." 

" Who has strength of himself, my child ? Who can have 
it, unless infused — sought for hy prayer and action ?" 

'* Yes, mother, action as well as prayer, and it is there 
I fail. I have sought it in prayer, hut not in action ; hut 
I will mother, trust me I will." 

•* But what will you, my Walter ? I know that there ia 
even more that depresses you than the anguish which we 
have mutually home, something peculiarly your own. li 
I cannot remove, I may share it, and so lessen its hurden. 
Tell it me then, my cMd." 

And after a moment's pause, Walter did pour every 
anxious thought and inward struggle into his mother's 
ear ; and as he concluded he looked earnestly on his 
mother's face, and its expression was sls he expected. 

"You think with me," he said: "you would not have 
me wait till this law-suit is decided, to form my future 
plans. You think with me." 

"In our present situation, my child, I cannot think 
otherwise. Yet, is it impossihle to unite inclination and 
profession? Why must you give up those pursuits, not 
only naturally dear, hut hallowed hy the recollection of 
your father's indulged love ?" 

"Mother, I will tell you. I know that many would 
deem me a romantic visionary, hut my longing desire is to 
tread the path of fame, hy the pen of literature, or the 
pencil of the artist — ^nay, perchance, to unite the two, and 
rank high, as others have done hefore me : hut to do this 
needs years of patient lahor. I would not come hefore 
my country, an unfledged stripling. I could not hear the 
lash of criticism. No; either with the pen or pencil, 
there must he genius marked. I would not have it said 
* in time he will do well ;' I would study under efficient 
masters, he sure of my position, and then assume it, and 
feel I have not lived in vain." 

He ceased ahruptly, reading his mother's tearful sympa 
thy in the tremhling pressure of her hands ; hut the glow 
passed from his beautiful features. 

"But this is folly," he continued. "Mother, dearest 
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your Walter will prove himself worthy of his fathoi and 
of you. My sisters shall not miss their father while their 
brother lives." 

*'But, my Walter, bodily weakness as well as menta] 
taste disincline you for the exertion you propose." 

''No, mother, if health will bear up against the laboi 
of mind, or rather that which men term mental labors- 
for I have felt it not — ^will it not against mere mechanical 
employment ? Do not fear me, mother ; I am happier 
already, having spoken ; und I shall be happier still, when, 
by the performance of my duty, I can add to the comfort 
of my sisters and yourself," — and throwing himself on his 
knees before his mother, he kissed away her tears, and 
talked cheerfully of other things, till the widow smiled 
again. 

Unhappily for Walter's real interests, the friends he 
consulted were not of the class which, appreciating his 
high endowments, would give them the encouragement 
they needed. Almost as rare as genius itself, is (perhaps 
from their near connection) — 

" The power 
Of feeling where true genius lies.** 

And that power is not to be found amongst those wno, 
accustomed to worldly thoughts and interests from early 
boyha^d, and taught to consider amassing money the 
ne plus ultra of human felicity, have neither time nor 
inclination for any thing else. Mr. Leslie's few ac- 
quaintances were of this worldly class ; and several 
times he had been ac :used of folly, by fostering, as he 
did, what were called Walter's excessive indolence and 
romance. 

Amongst these, Walter was of course not likely to meet 
with the expensive intellect and active benevolence which 
he so much needed. When he communicated his wishes 
to obtain some employment, he was greeted with a con- 
gratulatory shake of the hand, that he had awakened at 
length with spirit to be a man, and to throw off all the 
'die fancies his poor father's weak indulgence had so 
egregiously encouraged. 
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Almost sick vriih. angiiJBh did poor Walter turn at such 
ipeeches ; for more and more heavily the convictioii pressed 
upon him, that he had in truth- not one friend who could 
understand, and, understanding, aid him ; he scarcely could 
define how, but still he felt that there had been others in 
the same position, and that they had foimd sympathizing 
friends, who brought them forward from obscurity, and 
enabled them to win, by the proper cultivation of their tal- 
ents, a station for themselves. 

Walter knew his own power ; felt that, young as he 
w/Ls, his nature was higher than that of his lellows, his 
views more exalted ; and it was difficult to him to believe 
that he stood so utterly alone that his talents were to re- 
main disregarded and neglected. He had still the bitter 
leiison to learn, that unless their lot be among the inde- 
pendent and influential of the land, the gifted but too 
oflen stand alone, from the high aspirations feeding on 
themselves ; the vain yeamers for what this world may 
not give ; for what is genius ? A spark from that fountain 
of living light around the Eternal's throne — ^a link of that 
golden chain by which this world is suspended from its 
parent heaven, invisible to all save its possessors, sometimes 
not even to them, according as the immortal mind is 
dimmed by the shade of earth, or touched by the dazzling 
rays of heaven. 

While his friends were actively endeavoring to procure 
him some advantageous situation, Walter learned that an 
apprentice was wanted by one of the most influential en- 
gravers of the metropolis. He sought the establishment 
directly, and was received politely, but coldly. 

"Such a press of applicants there were," Mr. Markham 
said, " that really imless the candidates could bring cre- 
dentials from experienced msn in the art, it was almosi 
impossible to give them the attention they might de- 
serve." 

'*!No such condition had been made in the advertise- 
ment," Walter said, and added, perhaps somewhat proudly, 
" that had he known such was needed, he would not have 
intruded. He thought ability the desired criterion." 

" Ability ! oh ! of course, that would be proved by the 
accessary credentials. He would, however, be hanov trt 
4 
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look over Mr. Leslie's portfolio ; he supposed he knew some- 
thing of the art, as he did not loc^ so very young as to be 
gin from the very beginning." 

Walter answered with simplicity and truth ; and mod 
estly unclasping his por^lio, he placed it before Mr. Mark* 
ham. 

A very casual glance sufficed to convince the engraver 
that there was no ordinary genius impressed in those 
simple drawings; but he was too much a man of the 
world, and of worldly interests, to express admiration till 
he could feel his way. 

"Very good, very good," he said. "If we can come to 
terms, why engraving may be no hard matter after all. I 
have had youngsters who did not give so much promise, 
and yet did well. You have Mends, I suj^ose, willing to 
pay the necessary premium for the advantages which an 
apprenticeship in my studio offen V 

Walter felt the hot blood bum in his cheek, though he 
stru^led against it calmly to say " that he was not so pro- 
vided. He was the only son of a widowed mother, caring 
not how hard he labored, but the premium Mr. Markham 
demanded was certainly not in his power to give. He had 
hoped that his abilities, his love of the art " 

He stopped, for the countenance of his hearer became 
hard as iron — only varied by a slight kind of sneer. He 
closed the portfolio, and very politely said, 

" The thing was impossible. -He had only too many 
candidates offering yet more than he demanded : the diffi- 
culty, in fact, was whom to choose. He was sorry Mr. 
LesUe should have taken the trouble to call, as he believed 
the advertisement had particularly mentioned premium. 
He regretted being obliged to shorten their interview— buc 
— a particular engagement — " 

Walter bowed proudly and retired. 

"Perhaps, after all, I have not the gifl I dreamed J 
had," he said internally, as slowly he paced the crowded 
streets, alone amidst thousands. " jSurely, had there been 
any promise of talent, he would have said so, though he 
could not serve me. I heard he was an artist himself, 
iisceiiung and impartial. Perhaps it is better he did not. 
[ <nay more pasUv recoi^cile myself to other employment ' 
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But Btill, the wish once excited, that by eugravii.g he 
might not entirely neglect the pencil, would not let him 
rest ; and he sought the friend most sincerely interested in 
his welfare, to obtain his assistance in furthering the plan 
He found him, however, much averss to it. 

" It was necessary," he said, ** that "Walter should ob- 
tain some situation which would pay directly. He had 
heard that a large establishment connected with the East 
India House was offering £50 per annum, with a promise 
of raising it graduaUy till it reached £200, to any one who 
knew something of the oriental languages, as well as those 
of Europe." 

Knowing that Walter did this, his fiiend advised him to 
prove that his wish for employment was no idle profession 
by securing it directly. He argued so successfully that 
Waiter sought the head of the establishment that very 
hour, gave such proof of his skill in languages and penman- 
ship as caused the greatest satisfaction, and. was engaged ; 
the whole business irrevocably settled, ere he turned his 
weary footsteps home. 
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CHAPTER Xm. 

ESTRANGEMENT ANX) NEGLECT.-^WOODLANDS. — ^PARTING WORDS 

REMEMBERED.^^FLORA. 

It is strange and sad that any trial, instead of deadening 
our faculties, save to the one source of grief, so awakens 
every susceptibility to pain, and so opens the varied 
sluices of the human heart, that all its mysteriouB 
yearnings lie unsealed before us. In the calm and 
cheerful tenor of her previous life Florence had never 
felt lonely, tho^igh one by one the young companions oi 
her youth faded from her path. Change in character oi 
situation which time must produce had dissolved this in- 
tercourse unconsciously and without pain ; but with Enuly 
Melford the case was different. Florence never could 
forget those who had once been kind ; and Emily had, 
through two years' regular and frequent correspondence, 
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BO completely treated her as a confidential fiiend, that 
Florence could scarcely think of change in her, even 
while she had long felt that her simple pleasures or 
anxieties ohtained no sympathy. Emily always wrote of 
herself, and FlGrence's self-love might have heen flattered, 
as there is always something soothing to our anumr propre 
in being the trusted repository of another person's secrets. 
The third year of their intercourse, however, Emily's 
letters came at longer and longer intervals, on smaUer 
sized paper, and in wider lines, till at last they ceased 
altogether. Florence's last communication having been 
answered, after an interval- of ibur months, by a few 
hurried and irrelevant Hues, she could not write again; 
more particularly as this occurred just about the time of 
the ofler of marriage to which we have before alluded. 
Thus, followed as it had been in two short months by 
Mr. LesUe's death, weeks passed and the intercourse was 
not renewed, and when Florence awoke from the first 
stupor of anguish, to outward and more trifling things, it 
was to the bitter consciousness of estrangemont and neg- 
lect. 

Mr. Leslie's death had been in all the newspapers, and 
still with the clinging confidence of her nature, Florence 
believed that Emily would not, could not be so engrossed 
in self, as to permit such a bereavement to pass luno- 
ticed. But she hoped in vain. She knew by the fashion- 
able journals, that all the Melfords were in London. 
She was even fooHsh enough to hope that Emily was 
coming to speak her sympathy, and therefore would not 
write — but neither visit nor letter came. 

With Lady Ida, Florence had never been a regular 
correspondent. Her shrinking sensitiveness always kept 
her back, fearful t6 intrude ; feeling that a wider barrier 
stretched between her and Lady Ida when in joy, than 
when she had been in sorrow. She had written, indeed, 
whenever Lady Ida's own messages, Emily's ofiers of op- 
portunities, and her own mood of hilarity, had given her 
courage to do so. But this was • over now, for Emily 
Melford was the only one through whom she could hear 
of Lady Ida ; and it seemed as if now, she dared not en- 
courage those visions of Lady Ida's continued regard 
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in which she had indulged so long. Since her bereave- 
ment, all felt changed around and within \i&x. She asked 
herself why such bitter thoughts should come, when surely 
she had enough of sorrow ? But she could not answer, 
and her warm afiections twined closer and closer round 
the beloved inmates of her home, seeking to banish hei 
own sad thoughts in entire devotion to those around 
her. 

x\s the growth of afiection supposes the existence of 
good qualities, and from the regard of others permits us 
to form a higher estimate of ourselves, so the ioss of it 
supposes a decay of those qualities ; and lowering us in 
our self-esteem, it is long before the wounded spirit can 
throw aside the false idea and regain its former position. 
Oh ! too sadly and closely is the happiness of man en- 
twined with his fellow-man ; or rather, too lightly is such 
cruth considered. How much of misery might be soothed 
were sorrow cheered ; were mutual kindness the grand object 
of life ; were social benevolence to walk the earth, giving 
her blessed balm to those that weep, and her gladdening 
words to those that smile ! 

Perceiving that Florence, in spite of all her efibrts, did 
not rally either in spirits or health, Mrs. Leslie at length 
prevailed on her to accept Mrs. Rivers' repeated invita- 
tions, and spend a short time at Woodlands. Florence 
consented with reluctance. Her mind was just at that 
time in a state of painful uncertainty ; of earnest longings 
in thought, a:id a t(5b sensitive fearfulness in performance. 
The love she bore her brother exceeded the mere affection 
of hand-in-hand companionship. £[is high feelings, his 
poet's soul, his precarious health, bound him to her with 
ties of tenderness and almost veneration, which year by 
year increased. 

Lady Ida's patting words — " If in anything you need me, 
or believe my frieniship or influence can be of any service 
to you, write without scruple," returned to her memory re- 
peatedly. Her influence or that of her husband might in- 
deed be of unspeakable service to Walter, and might she 
indeed ask it for him ? 

At Woodlands these thoughts continued. It was not 
loo late, for he was not boimd to his present employment 
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for any determinate period. Had Lady Ida never beeji 
kindi almost a Btranger, Florence could haire appealed to 
her without any hesitation : but the dread of asking too 
much she knew not how to overcome. Walter's figure 
rose before her, paler, thinner than it had been, with that 
sad, but unspeakably beautiful expression which she had 
marked, when he told them a situation was obtained — and 
this nerved her to the task. 

It was not an easy one, for she would not give vent to 
the gush of ieeling which came over her ; but simply and 
mournfully alludmg to her father's death and the con- 
sequent change in Walter's prospects, made him, and him 
alone, the subject of her letter. 8he wrote with afiec- 
tionate eloquence of his talents and peculiar character ; 
and then alluding to Lady Ida's parting words, entreated 
that the friendship, the influence she had promised her, 
foight be shown to her brother. Not one word in that 
eloquent letter was lowering to the writer, or derogatory to 
the true benevolence of the receiver. The spell once bro- 
ken, Florence was true to herself and to her friend ; and 
materially might that letter have altered Walter's pros- 
pects, had it been permitted to reaich its destination. To 
account for its fate, we must go back a space. 

We have before mentioned Mrs. Rivers and her estab- 
lishment, and that with Flora Leslie, whose similarity of 
name proved afterwards a most anaoying circumstance, 
Florence had no idea or feeling in conunon ; nay, she had 
BO penetrated her syfltem of deceit with regard to her gen- 
erous protectress, that though no look or word ever be^ 
trayed this to Mrs. Rivers herself. Flora's own suspicions 
were arouaed, and envy, with its whole train of bad thoughts 
and actions, was excited towards her. A circumstance had 
also occurred which increased these feelings into active vir- 
ulence. Mrs. Rivers herself lived very nmch retired, and 
nothing could ever prevail on her to join in society ; but 
since Woodlands was in the vicinity of a large country 
town, where there was much public and private gayety, 
often enlivened by military officers, Flora Leslie was per- 
mitted to go out with one or another chaperone of Mrs 
Rivers' selection and approval. 

How the young lady conducted herself in society, 
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therefore, Mrs. Elvers never knew, and any tale brought 
to her by others of her proUg^e^ she made it a point to 
disbeheve, from her received faith in the world's proneness 
to injure and malign. It so happened that an afiair more 
than usually scandalous became so notorious as not only to 
penetrate the walls of Woodlands, but . the ears of its mis- 
tress, Just at the time when Florence was staying with her, 
after her father's death, when she of course could not ac- 
company Flora into visiting society, as she had sometimes 
d«>ne before. 

Mrs. Rivers never made a confusion. She quietly 
inquired all that was necessary, and then charged the 
young lady with the fact. Her distrust of the world 
worked even here, and Flora's protestations and assurances 
of no intentional ill might have weighed against the voice 
of rumor, had she not unfortunately remembered that 
Florence had been sometimes Flora's companion in society, 
and appealed to her judgment for the truth or falsehood of 
the charge. Had she ever observed any thing in her former 
conduct to demand present belief ? 

Now it unfortunately happened that it was the very 
witnessing Flora's imprudent conduct, when not under Mrs. 
Rivers' eye, which had first awakened Florence to a true 
estimate of her character. A circumstance most degrading 
in its nature, too, had the year before come under her know- 
ledge ; and this appeal from Mrs. Rivers was, in consequence, 
peculiarly and painfully distressing. In vain she conjured 
Mrs. Rivers to ask her nothing ; not to compel her to be 
that most hateful of all characters, a talebearer. 

Mrs. Rivers, always obstinate, became more so, saying 
BO much, and that so bitterly, that Florence at last behoved 
the truth would do Flora less harm than the concealment. 
The consequence was that Mrs. Rivers believed half the 
reported tale, and so far restrained Flora as to declare that 
she should not go out again till people had forgotten her 
former conduct, and she knew how to behave properly. 

In outward appearance. Flora was very humble and 
fiubmissive ; protesting that all Mrs. Rivers said was 
perfectly just, and that she bore no ill-will to Florence, for 
she knew she would not have said a word agamst her» un- 
less compelled. Florence had no faith in Flora's pro* 
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fesslons — ^they were not natural ; still her own coiiBoioiicc 
80 completely acquitted her of all intentional unkiudness, 
that she never dreamed of enmity, and still less of any 
personal evil which might thence accrue. Perhaps she 
thought less of the circumstance hecause, just then, hei 
mind was pre-occupied by her intended letter to Lady Ida. 
In former visits to Woodlands she had repeatedly spoken of 
this noble £riend. Mrs. Elvers had listened mournfully 
to these artless efiusions ; still there was something in the 
simple trustfulness of Florence so beautiful, so refreshing, 
that she could not check it by allusions to its folly. At 
this visit, however, she noticed that Florence was greatly 
changed. Not having seen her for nearly a year, it was 
scarcely strange that the deeper thoughtfulness, the de- 
creasing elasticity of joyousness, the calmer, sadder mood, 
should strike her more forcibly than it had done Mrs. 
Leslie. It chanced that Florence had been speaking of 
her brother — ^her anxious desire that he should obtain more 
congenial employment — and Mrs. Kivers took the opportu- 
nity to remark, 

*^ 1 should think Lady Ida St. Maur might assist your 
wishes, through her husband's influence. Why not write 
to her ?" 

Florence answered she had serious intentions of doing so, 
and she was very glad Mrs. Rivers advised what, her awn 
inclination so earnestly prompted. 

" Advise, my dear child ; do not fancy I advise : I can- 
not do so, because I believe that, like all the rest of the 
world, Lady Ida proves that out of sight is out of mind. 
And Florence Leslie is now, to her, as if she had never 
been." 

Florence made no answer. 

" You do not think so. Pity the dream will not last.'* 

" Perhaps it continues, dear madam, because I do not 
expect too much. No one feels more than I do myself 
the distance between me and Lady Ida; that, according 
to the rules of the world, we can hardly ever mingle inti- 
mately again. And as for pushing myself forward, ot 
murmuring that my lot is lowlier than hers, I trust I shalJ 
tiever be so tempted as to do." 
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" And yet you love her — ^waste your affections on one 
who, you own yourself, can give you so little in retam. 
Are you not wilfully exposing yourself to pain ?" 

"No; for it is a pleasure to have one, like her, on 
whose high and beautiM character affection and fancy 
can both rest. I have seen enough of Lady Ida to respect 
her, felt enough of her kindness to remember her with 
gratitude. Every message I received from her tells me 
that she still retains afiectionate interest in my welfare ; 
and as I expect so little, imtil that expectation be utterly 
blighted, I will love her still." 

Mrs. Ilivers shaded her eyes with her hand, and did not 
answer for some minutes. 

" And how long is it since you have heaid of her ?" at 
length she asked abruptly. 

It was a difficult question to answer without alluding to 
her disappointment in Emily Melford, but she simply ro- 
plied, " rather more than a year." 

"And yet you have the courage to address her in 
Walter's behalf!" 

" I have ; for I am certain, if she cannot forward my 
wishes for my brother, she will write, if it be but to say 
how much she feels with me on— on — *' her voice pain- 
fully quivered, " the loss of my dear father." 

" And suppose that you receive no answer to youi 
letter? Will you be unwise enough to think about hei 
still ?" 

Florence was silent. 

•* My letter may never reach her, a thousand chances — ^" 
she faltered. 

"My dear foolish child, if you send your letter bj 
post, and know her proper direction, you have not the 
hairbreadth of a chance that it should not reach her. 
Write to her as you propose ; if she do any thing for your 
brother, you have my free permission to love, respect, and 
trust her as much as you please ; but if no answer come 
Irust my experience, bitter though it be, and be sure a 
year or two years is the longest term that the warmest 
friendship, the most affectionate interest ever lasted- and 
wonderful if it last so long." 

She left the room as she spoke, and Florence le^ hei 
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work fall from her lap, and clasping her hands, ex* 
claimed — 

** if I may not hope — ^may not trust — ^why should 1 
write at all ? why expose myself to the pain of feeling, 
that in one so good, so kind, I have in truth no interest 
now ; hut if indeed no answer come, surely I am too proud 
to care for those who never think of me " 

But the expression of her countenance heHed her words, 
and Flora Leslie could scarcely restrain the dehght; tha 
triumph of feeling that revenge the more violently desired, 
because so long restrained, was in her power, and cofit 
what it might to compass, should he ohtained 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

THE LETTER ABSTKACTED AND ITS SUBSTITUTE. — FLORA AGAIN. 

One of Mrs. Bivers** numerous particularities was ex- 
cessive care, with regard to the sending and receiving 
letters, always dispatching her coniid^itial steward to 
receive them from, and take them to, the office, which was 
in Winchester. The key of the letter-hag ivas kept in the 
steward's room, and of her letter's fate in England Flo- 
rence felt secure, nor could she douht that it would reach 
its de<3tination. 

Little could her pure mind imagine the extent of mean- 
ness to wliich hatred and revenge could lead her com- 
panion ; and still less could Mrs. Rivers helieve that all 
her precautions with regard to the security of letters 
should he frustrated hy the machinations of a girl. The 
key was removed at dead of night from the steward's 
room, the hag unclosed, the letter ahstracted, the key 
returned to its place, and, in less than ten minutes. Flora 
Leslie was again seated in her own apartment, unsuspected 
and unheard. Her step was too Hght, her measures too 
artful for discovery ; and she sat heside the hearth, whose 
emhers were still huming, scarcely ahle to helieve that 
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(he act of villany, which had caused her so many deeplesa 
nights to plan, had heen so easily accomplished. 

For a moment she hesitated whether to read before she 
burned; but it was oaLy for a moment. She tore open 
tho letter, and revelled as she read, for every line breathed 
that simple trusting afieotion, that respectful deference, 
which, if unanswered, would be so deeply wounding. 

Wi^ all the feelings of gratified revenge Flora sat 
looking on the letter, when ^e was startled by a sudden 
thought. The steward would have to give Mrs. Rivers an 
account of the postage which he would have to pay upon 
this foreign letter, and Florence's great anxiety would, of 
course make her inquisitive into this matter. What was 
to be done ? a very few minutes' thought sufficed ; for the 
wicked are only too quick at expedients. 

To please Mrs. Rivers, Florence had once consented to 
take some lessons with Flora of one of those professors of 
penmanship taught in six lessons; and, in consequence, 
their hand-writing became so exactly similar, that with 
scarcely any efibrt each could so imitate the writing of the 
other, as to render the distinguishing them almost impos- 
sible. It was a dangerous weapon for one like Flora, and 
httle did Florence imagine that what she had done for 
mere amusement was sedulously cultivated by her com- 
panion. She had, in fact, already used it, in order that a 
correspondence with a handsome young ensign in the 
town, carried on through a convenient female friend, 
might never be traced so exactly to her as to become in- 
cu;itenient or disagreeable ; particularly as she had taken 
the liberty of substituting the name of Florence instead of 
Flora Leslie, by way of signature ; silencing the " still 
small vo^,oe of conscience," by pretending that the great 
similarity of names removed all idea of dishonor : for all 
she knew, she might have been christened Florence, and 
called Flora, as many others were— she certainly did no 
harm, to adopt the prettier cognomen ; how many girls 
engaged in a love correspondence adopted other names 
than their own ! 

This power, of course, presented an expedient in her 
present dilemma. With some difficulty she concocted a 
few lines, for to make composition appear like her com- 
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paiiion's was infinitely more difficult than to imitate hei 
writing; but to send merely a blank sheet might, she 
thought, excite inquiries, and bring all to light too soon 
A brief epistle was at length written, alluding neither to 
Walter nor Mr. Leslie's death, but breathing a degree of 
levity and fiivoHty wholly unhke Florence at any time, 
eren in her gayest moods — and wanting, besides, that 
genuine heartfelt respect which had ever pervaded her 
most careless efiiisions. 

That Lady Ida should ever demand the meaning of this 
unusual letter was too simple and straightforward a method 
of proceeding for Flora's crooked comprehension ; she 
hoped and behoved it would so ofiend, that Lady Ida 
would never again seek her ; answer by letter, of course 
she would not, and Florence would, in consequence, sufier 
as much as her revengeful wishes could desire. Carefully 
written on foreign paper, folded, sealed, and directed so 
like the real one, that Florence herself would have hesi- 
tited which to call her own, Flora again stealthily made 
her way to the letter-bag, put the letter into it, and re- 
turned undiscovered to her own quarters; then, dehber^ 
ately tearing Florence's letter into pieces, she committed 
each separately to the flames, watchmg them bum till not 
a vestige remained ; then, carefully collecting the smould- 
ering ashes, she flung them anew on the Are, that no sign 
of paper might be found amongst the cinders the following 
morning. This accomplished, she threw herself on her 
bed, whether to sleep or not we leave more imaginative 
persons to determine. 

"You are sure, quite sure, Watson, the letter to Lady 
Ida St. Maur was safely deposited in the post ?" Florence 
eagerly asked the steward, the moment of his return ; and 
satisfied by his exact description of the letter which she 
had purposely retrained from showing him, and of the sum 
paid for its postage, she rested secure and happy. 

A month, nay, perhaps two, might elapse before she 
could receive an answer; but the letter was no sooner 
thought to be sa&ly gone, than hope began her work ; and 
though Florence thought she did not hope at all, her 
ipirits unconsciously grew light, and the smile more ofleii 
(Circled her Hp. She determined to say nothing of having 
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written either to her mother, Walter, or e m. Miiiie, in 
order that the pleasure of reading them La^ Ida's letter 
might be the greater. 

Before the visit of Woodlands was over, however, her 
thoughts were turned from her brother's interests into a 
more painful channel. The last blow on Mrs. Rivers' in 
reality too susceptible heart, was struck, as Florence had 
\ixig predicted, by the orphan whom she had adopted, 
treated, loved, and confided in, as her own child. Flora 
Leslie eloped from Woodlands, not with the ensign before 
alluded to, but with a gallant major, who had been per- 
suaded into the belief that all Mrs. Ilivers' large property 
was so settled on Flora that it could not be willed away ; 
and that Flora, instead of being a portionless orphan, was 
literally the rightful heiress ; though Mrs. Rivers had art- 
fxdly chosen to hush up that matter, and act benevolence 
when she was only doing justice. 

Thinking his charming Flora marvellously ill-used, and 
that her supposed fortune would be peculiarly acceptable, 
the major made such good use of his time as completely 
to exclude from her fickle imagination all recollection of 
the despairing ensign, whom, however, as we have seen, 
under a feigned hand-writing and a feigned name, she still 
continued to encourage. His departure to join his regi- 
ment at Malta, a fortnight previously, bearing Flora's 
precious letters with him, and writing her a most lachry- 
mose farewell, was particularly agreeable to the heartless 
coquette, who just then wished mm out of her way — ^the 
major ofiering more substantial attractions in a handsomer 
face, a more distinguished manner, a supposed fortune, 
and higher rank. The well-matched pair, in consequence, 
departed one fine morning in a coach and four to Gretna, 
where, it may be as well to state, the nuptial knot was in- 
dissolubly tied. 

The major, however, stoimed himself hoarse when he 
discovered that his fair Flora was no heiress, but recovered 
a degree of serenity when a deed of gift came most unex- 
pectedly from Mrs. Rivers, securing to his wife a life 
annuity of a hundred pounds. That this gift was acccom- 
panied by a few stem lines, impossible to be misunderstood, 
importing that it was the last communication between 
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Mrs. Elvers and her ungrateM protSgie, who would be 
henceforth blotted from her recollection, concerned not 
the gallant major and his amiable bride one tittle, both 
choosing to beUeve, from this miexpeoted generosity, that 
Mrs. Rivers would still leave all her property to Flora, 
simply because there seemed no one else to whom it eould 
possibly be left. 

To account for Major Hardwicke's preferring the SJai 
of an elopement to honorable proposals, and a public 
engagement, be it known that he had asked Mrs. Elvers, 
in all due form, for permission to address Miss LesHe, but 
had been peremptorily refused, on plea of his private 
character not being such as to obtain him the hand of any 
respectable young woman. 

The rigidity of feature, the absence of all visible emotion, 
with which Mrs. Rivers received the tidings of Flora's 
flight absolutely terrified Florence ; for she felt convinced 
it was no Indi&rence which caused It ; yet how to soothe 
she knew not, for how could she speak consolation where 
none was demanded ? She was treated as usual ; the whole 
estabhshment went on as if nothing had ocQurred worthy 
to disturb them ; but not ten days after the elopement 
Mrs. Rivers was seized by a serious Illness, which hung 
over her for weeks, during the whole of which time Flo- 
rence tended her as a daughter, with a sweetness of temper, 
a silent tenderness, which — ^though at the time to all ap- 
pearance scarcely felt — ^was remembered and actel vpor. 
years afterwards. 

Not a word was breathed as to what might have been 
the cause of that illness, either by the sufferer herself or 
any of those around her ; but when she recovered, she 
formed the extraordinary resolution of leaving her estate 
of Woodlands, with all Its adjoining houses and lands, 
under charge of her steward -till they could be advanta- 
geously let, and retiring she did not say where, and no one 
had courage to ask. There was no persuading her to 
forego this resolution, no arguing against it, for she gave 
not the slightest clue to any plan, except that of leaving 
Woodlands. She parted with Florence, kindly as her 
stem nature would permit, and placed a pocket-book con- 
taining two fifty pound bank-notes in her hand. From 
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that hour Florence Leslie heard no more of Mrs. Bivers, 
knew nothing of her place of residence, her mode of 
living, possessed not a clue even to her existence till two 
years afterwards, when she was strangely and most unex- 
pectedly recalled. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

SUSPENSE. — ^BROTHER AHD SISTER.— <30!IPn)ENCE. 

The illness of Mrs. lUvers had so unavoidably length- 
ened Florence Leslie's stay at Woodlands, that the two 
months, to which she had confidently looked, as bringing 
an answer to her letter, had nearly elapsed. During her 
absence Mrs. Leslie had removed to a neat little dwelling 
in the neighborhood of CamberweU ; a convenient distance 
for Walter's daily visits to the metropolis, and giving him 
fresher air and greater quietness on his retum. 

Florence Rejoiced in her change of residence. Her 
visit at Woodlands had been one of anxiety and care. She 
felt for MrSi Rivers infinitely more than that lady seemed 
to feel for herself. Tbose highflown notions of human 
nature, which in former days Emily Melford used to smile 
at and Lady Ida to love, she still retained, and all that oc- 
curred to shake her belief in human goodness pain&lly 
depressed her. Gladly then she exchanged the cold soli- 
tary splendor of Woodlands for her mother's humble 
dwelling. Here there were not so many objects to recall 
her departed parent as in their former residence. He did 
not haunt each room, each nook^ till he seemed almost 
palpably before them. 

Grief itself was calmed. They could bear to think and 
speak of him, as one " not lost, but gone before." They 
had not sought to banish sorrow, to stifle its sad yet 
wholesome voice by seeking this world's pleasures, for 
they looked on affliction as the voice of their heavenly 
Father calling them still more closely to himself. The 
tranquil routine of domestic duties and enjoyments was 
igain their own ; and but for one engrossing care, Florence 
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might even have been happy. But how could this be, when 
days, weeks, far more than the necessary period rolled on, 
and still no answer to her letter came ; no line to say that 
Lady Ida was unchanged, and could feel lor Florence still ? 
Her simple confidence had almost led her to believe the 
answer would be waiting for her at home. Then she 
sought to console herself that she had miscalculated the 
time ; but when more than three months had passed, even 
this consolation could no longer avail her ; and still each 
day, each hour found poor Florence in all the bitter heart- 
sickness of hope deferred. 

Of all human trials, not the least is the anxiously ex- 
pecting a letter irom a beloved friend, involving matters of 
greater moment than mere personal gratification. The 
first thought in the morning, the sudden upspringing of 
hope, that ere the night cometh suspense will be at an 
end ; the bounding of the heart, the flushing of the cheek 
at every step and knock, when it nears the postman's 
hour — ^becoming more and more intense at the sight of a 
letter ; and then the revulsion of blood, the sudden pause 
of every pulse, when all is past, and it is not the letter 
we expect — that is stiU to come, and all which we have 
borne, even to the rush of hope, the sickness of disap- 
pointment, must be endured again. And then the heavy 
sulking of the soul, the pressure of tears upon tht heart 
and in the eye, though, perhaps, none falls, when night 
with her silence and deep shadows and still solitude, comes 
to tell us another day is gone, and the morning's dream is 
vain. 

And sH this Florence had to bear in silence and alone, 
for she had kept her resolution, and told none that she 
had written ; she rejoiced that she had not, for to have 
listened to reproach cast upon one still so dearly loved, 
would but have increased her burden. She still heard 
Minie, often her mother, allude to Lady Ida in terms of 
fond remembrance, and compelled herself to echo Minie'a 
artless and ofl-repeated wish, that she were again in Eng- 
land, to be as kind to Florence as she had been before, 
even while her own heart felt breaking beneath the 
thought, that to her Lady Ida was as nothing now ; and 
tliat her return to England could bring but increase of pain 
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But it was not the mere sufiaring of disappointed friend* 
ihip. She could bear her own sorrow ; but her Walter, 
her idolized brother. In yam she tried to persuade her- 
self that even had she heard from Lady Ida, her brother's 
mterests might not have been served. She could not 
believe Sir Edmnund's power was so limited, and each 
week, each month which passed, leaving yet deeper hectic 
or more livid paleness on Walter's check — more fragile 
beauty on his slight form — ^increased the sufierings she en- 
dured. 

It was strange that these various signs of waning health, 
so noticed by her, should pass unseen by their ever fond 
and anxious mother. Yet so it was. Mrs. Leslie waS' de- 
ceived. Walter's unwavering cheerfulness in his mother's 
presence, the ardor with which, after eight or nine hours 
passed mechanically at the desk, he devoted himself to 
his favorite studies, coining mental gold from every 
moment, seemed to satisfy and re-assure her. Yilien 
wearied with his. daily toil, the hours passed in study ap 
peared so to revive him, that all weariness vanished before 
he retired to rest; animation glowed on his cheek and 
sparkled in his eye, strength seemed to brace liis limbs, 
and his voice grew almost joyous The deceptive dream 
was strengthened by the fact that Mrs. Leslie saw her son 
but a few minutes in her bed-room before he went out in 
the morning. Florence gave him his early breakfast. 
Florence it was who noticed the excessive languor, the 
deadly paleness, sometimes even the dewy moisture on his 
Draw when he would descend from his own room, as if 
sleep, instead of refreshing and strengthening, had weak^ 
ened him well nigh to exhaustion ; and at times, so sub- 
duing was the accompanying depression, that his struggles 
to smile away his sister's anxious looks would end in stiB^d 
hysteric sobs. But yet, when they met again at dinner, 
there was no trace of this ; his smile. Lis caresses greeted 
his fond mother as was their wont, and night brought anew 
its excitement and its joy. 

The bedrooms of the brother and sister were separated 
by a thin partition, one of whose small square panels 
ilipped up and down, forming a loop-hole of verbal commu* 
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nication between the rooms which were on the upper flooi 
entirely by themselves. 

It was a warm night in May, and Florence, after strug- 
gling with the sad thoughts which would intrude when she 
was alone (for though six months had elapsed since she 
had written, there still were times when she almost seemed 
to hope) had succeeded by full an hour's serious reading, 
in obtaining a partial calm. She was roused by hearing 
the chimes of an adjoining church tell half an hour after 
midnight, and startled at finding it so late, she hastily 
rose to prepare for bed. Glancing towards the panel, she 
saw it had, as often happened, slid down of itself, 'and she 
approached to close it softly, imagining her brother slept. 
One glance undeceived her. Through the light drapery 
of the bed, she saw him bending over a small table, evi- 
dently engaged in writing. She watched the rapid move- 
ment of his hand ; fast, faster yet, as if it strove to keep 
pace with the rush of thoughts within, until at length he 
raised his head ; and oh, what a glow of beauty that 
countenance disclosed ! He passed his hand feebly across 
his brow, and then again bent over the paper. Physical 
power had departed, and the flush was succeeded by a 
paleness as of death. Florence flew to his side, she threw 
her arms around his neck, her tears of sympathy falling on 
his cheek. 

Walter started as if found in guilt ; but then, as if he 
could not meet her half reproachful, half sorrowful glance, 
he passionately exclaimed — 

'* Florence, my own Florence ! do not reproach me, do 
not tell me that I should not do this, that I am wasting tho 
life pledged to be devoted to you all — ^tell me not this, I 
cannot bear it now." 

" I will not, Walter ; only trust me, as one who can feel 
with you and for you, in every pang and every thought ; 
yes, even to the deep, but, oh! how dangerous, joys of 
these midnight watchings ! Would that I could aid you 
AS I love ! You would have no sorrow then." 

She folded closely and still more fondly to him ; and long 
and mournfully interesting was the conversation which 
ensued. Never were two hearts more capable of indep 
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Btsuiding each other ; and Walter's overchaigcd mind felt 
inexpressibly relieved, as he poured forth the whole torrent 
of thought and feeling into her sympathizing ear. Yet 
there was no complaint, no murmur that his lot in life 
was cast so differently for him from that he would have cast 
for himself. But to check the torrent of poetry within him 
was impossible. He had tried to re&ain entirely firom the 
use of either pen or pencil, thinking such neglect the best 
method of reconciling himself to his more distasteiul duties ; 
but the morbid state into which he sank soon proved the 
fallacy of the attempt, and he resumed them. Elasticity 
and ha]($piness appeared in consequence to return, and he 
could not believe that his health was suffering, for at least 
he now slept calmly ; when before he had passed night aftei 
night in feverish wakefulness, or in such sleep that it was 
worse than waking. 

" They think me a poor spirited romantic fool," he 
added, ^* because I cannot join in the sole ambition which 
seems to engross my companiohs. Oh, Florence, you know 
not how I hate that word gold ! How I sicken at the 
constant thought of interest — ^wealth-^its omnipotence ! as 
if neither virtue, nor goodness, nor beauty could exist 
without it. If I could but associate with higher and nobler 
poinds, the drudgery of a distasteful employment could be 
borne.*' 

" But why heed the mere expression of worklUness, my 
Walter ? Have you not that within you raising you far 
above such petty minds ?" 

" No, Fteence, no ! the gift of poetry was never yet 
sufficient so to elevate the poet as to render him invulnerable 
to the bitter shafts of more worldly natures. He must be 
appreciated by the gifted and the good, or he can have no 
security, no confidence in his own powers. He dares not 
dream of genius till it is pronounced his own. He dares 
not believe that his mind may produce immortal fruit, till 

world has said it : and therefore he is so exposed to those 
petty trials which fret and vex the spirit far more than one 
weighty blow." 

" But influence may become your own, dearest Walter. 
We cannot know for certain that this lawsuit will really be 
decided against us, and if gained " 
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*• Florence, 1 dare not think of it. God knows, I value 
not fortune nor station for aught but the good it might 
bestow on others — that having gold, I might not think 
about it. That I might associate with those who, not 
having to seek it, might surely afford to devote their 
mental energies to some nobler object. Italy, too, floats 
before me in the sweet dream of independence — ^Italy, 
with its beautiful nature, its glorious art ; and I have pic- 
tured our wandering there, you, dearest Florence, to satisfy 
your early longing, I, to study in those galleries so full of 
genius — study, venerate, and, at a respectful distance, 
follow. 1 might, indeed, become an artist then. I^ainting 
and Poetry should go hand in hand ; and then — ^then — 
but, oh, how dare I think of these things, when all may be 
a blank !'* 

And, as Florence looked on the flushed cheek and kind- 
ling eye, on the lip parched and dry with extreme excite- 
ment, she felt, indeed, that such dreams were better 
banished. Walter thought that they were, but was it 
natural that they should be ? Florence knew too well the 
silent sway of hope. A clock striking two roused them 
from the brief pause which had followed "Walter's last 
words, and clasping his arms round her, he bade her " go 
to bed, and God bless her !" he had robbed her of her 
best sleep, but she knew not the comfort that hour had 
been to him. 

" You would tell me something more, dearest Walter ? 
Do not hesitate : I am not in the least sleepy. Why will 
you not speak ?'* 

" Because my question is such an idle one. When do 
Sir Edmimd and Lady Ida return to England?" 

He felt his sister's hand tremble in his own, and to his 
astonishment, he saw her cheek pale, and her lip so qtdver, 
that for a minute she could not answer. 

" I cannot tell you, Walter ; you know Emily Melford 
has long since given up my correspondence, and I only 
heard regularly of Lady Ida through her." 

" Ah, true ; but you have written sometimes. Have you 
gince ^my poor father ," he stopped. 

'* Once," she replied hurriedly, and almost inarticulately : 
•* but why do you ask ?" 
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" I "will lell you, dearest ; but do not laugh at me ; 1 
have fancied, foolishly perhaps, that years of absence 
would make no difierence in Lady Ida, and that through 
your friendship I might become acquainted with her hus- 
band ; and all I hear of him, all the world speaks of him^ 
distinguishes him for talent, genius, and yet more for be- 
nevolence. Oh, Florence, what might not such a friend 
bo to me I My own dear sister, what have I said ?" 
' Vainly the poor girl struggled to suppress, or at least 
conceal her emotion. She felt as if the whole extent of 
bitterness and disappointment had not been felt till that 
moment, and her head sank on her brother's shoulder, 
with a burst of uncontrolled tears. 

Had Walter been a philosopher, he would have endeav- 
ored to conquer her grief by sage reasoning. He was a 
poet, and, in consequence, owned the potency of the law 
of FEELING over and above that of eeason. And so he 
simply drew her closely to him, kissing away the burning 
tears, and whispering words of such earnest tenderness 
that they only flowed the faster. 

" My poor Florence ! Bless you for thus thinflcing, thus 
writing for me. Had your affectionate eloquence been 
successful, I could not have felt it more. Do not weep 
thus. There may be some mistake, some extraordinary 
chance acting against us, which will all be made clear in 
time. I will not believe that Lady Ida is so changed. It 
is imjMssible I trust me, she will give you cause to love 
her more fondly yet. Now go to rest, my own sweet sister. 
We shall both be happier for this night's pain, for we need 
no longer weep or smile alone." 

And he was right. They were happier. A new spirit 
pervaded Walter's duties and pursuits. A poet to be 
happy must have sympathy, intelhgence, enthusiasm, 
which will reflect back, and encourage his own ; and in 
Florence, Walter realized all these things. Her exquisite 
taste, her intuitive perception of the true and beautiful, 
allowed him to confide in her judgment, to improve from 
her suggestions ; and to her inexpressible happiness, she 
(bund that from that night he was more like himself. For 
her own feelings, they were strangely soothed by that in 
voluntary confidence ; conquered, indeed, they were not, 
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Sat Bh6 could not share Walter's belief. From change oi 
unkindness in Lady Ida, she turned sorrowingly away as 
impossible ; but she thought circumstances, difierence of 
station, raised, and must forever raise, an insuperable 
barrier between them. 
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CHAPTER XVT. 

TRUTH AND FALSEHOOD. 

iSoMB three months after the conclusion of our last 
chapter, and consequently nearly nine from the aifairs 
narrated at Woodlands, two ladies were seated together in 
the balcony of a most beautiful villa in the environs of 
Rome. It was Lady St. Maur, and her mother-in-law, 
Lady Helen. Time had made little difierence in the 
former ; the girl had, in truth, merged into the woman ; 
the flower was beautiful as the bud had promised. The 
balcony where they sat led by a flight of steps, ornamented 
by a light arabesque balustrade to the garden, whose innu- 
merable flowers sent forth such luscious scents as to per- 
fume the air, almost overpoweringly, in the still calm of 
evening. Rome on her seven hills lay on their left, abso- 
lutely 'imbedded in a glow of crimson light ; her remains 
of antiquity, her walls and towers, the crumbling, but 
eloquent shadows of the past, were softened into such in- 
crease of beauty, that one might almost fancy the seat of 
ancient empire restored to what it had been. Around, 
below, and above them, were vineyards, with their twining 
leaves and blushing fruit, interspersed with aU that luxu- 
riance of foliage, richness of scenery, clearness of atmos- 
phere, and gorgeousness of sky, so peculiar to Italy. 
(Mature never loses by constant and intimate association ' 
the more we love her, the more she repays that love — ^the 
more wc • acknowledge her power, the more thrillingly and 
deliciously she infuses herself into our very being, giving 
us a buoyancy of spirit that, however restrained and hid- 
den, will never entirely depart, but burst afresh into lifs 
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and joy with the very next view, and consciousness of that 
Divinity from whom it sprang^ 

Books and woik, the pen and pencil, were the usual 
employments of the female inmates of that peaceful spot ; 
but, this evening, their conversation had turned on the 
strange chances of life and death which had just given to 
Sir Edmund St. Maur that barony which, when Lady Ida 
YiUiers married him, it had seemed impossible that ho 
should have so lived so long as to obtain. The last of the 
title, a warm friend and admirer of Sir Edmund, had left 
him sole guardian of his only child, a daughter, then imder 
the care of relatives in England, with the earnest request 
that if they ever returned to live in their native land, 
Lady Ida would herself superintend her education, and 
introduce her under no auspices but her own — a request 
unhesitatingly granted by his friend. Their conversation 
was interrupted by visitors, amongst whom was a lady 
lately arrived from England, who, in course of conversa- 
tion on that country, chanced to remark that she had 
known Httle of London topics of interest, having resided 
some few months before leaving England in the neighbor- 
hood of Winchester, with an invalid friend. 

" Winchester I" Lady St. Maur repeated with interest ; 
and afVer a moment's hesitation she asked if Lady Bland- 
ford chanced to know Woodlands and its inmates — ^if she 
had ever met with a Miss Leslie, sometimes staying with 
Mrs. Rivers. The lady looked astonished at the last 
question— forgetting to answer the first, in her surprise 
that such a person as report had pictured Miss Leslie, 
could in any way interest Lady St, Maur — ^briefly alluding 
to the circuinstances which, as we already know, had 
transpired to the discredit of Flora Leslie, adding, that 
she understood an elopement had concluded the affair — 
the more scandalous, as the young lady had not two 
months before lost her father. 

Now, it so happened, that Lady St. Maur, equally with 
her visitor, knew nothing of the existence of tvjo Miss 
Leslies, bearing the same, or nearly the same, Christian 
name. In Florence's early communications with her 
friend, she had often mentioned Mrs. Rivers and her beau- 
tiful estate ; but from the total want of sympathy with, and 
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entire disap^ioval of Flora's character, had never men- 
tioned her. Therefore that Lady Blandford could allude 
to any one hut Florence was not likely, more especially aa 
she mentioned her father's death, which Lady St. Maur 
had seen in the newspapers ahout that time ; although, 
from no allusion heing made to it in the last letter she had 
/ received from Florence, she had hoped it was not true. 
This last letter, we need scarcely state, was the false one 
substituted by Flora, instead of that which had caused 
Florence so much pain to write. Its strange and frivolous 
style had annoyed and perplexed Lady St. Maur, who, 
notwithstanding her many new ties and enjo3rments, and 
the various claims on her time and afiection from friends 
of her o'^ n rank in England, yet retained an afiectionate 
interest in the young girl who had so loved her. She had 
often taxed Emily Melford, during the last year, with 
never alluding to Florence — ^asking questions concerning 
her, which Emily either left unanswered, or by acknow- 
ledging that she ever heard from her now, contrived to 
leave the impression that Florence had ceased to care for 
the correspondence, and so it had been broken off. 

Knowing the indolent and capricious character of her 
cousin, Lady St. Maur had, however, always thought her 
the more to blame, until she received this incomprehen- 
sible letter ; when the thought would enter her mind 
that Florence must be very greatly changed. She com- 
pared the letter with the last she had had from her nearly 
a year previous. The writing, the signature were so 
exactly similar, that it seemed not possible it could have 
been written by any other person — which fancy wild as 
she felt it was, Lady St. Maur had entertained. Hei 
husband had glanced over it, merely remarking, if Miss 
Leshe could not write more respectfully, she had better 
not write at all, and had thought no more about it, till the 
subject was somewhat painfully recalled. Lady St. Maur, 
however, could not dismiss it so easily. About a month 
before she had thus heard (as she supposed) from Flo- 
rence — she herself had written to her feelingly and affec- 
tionately, sympathizing with her on her father's death — 
this letter she sent to Emily Melford, requesting her to 
direct it properly, and forward it. Florence's non-allusion 
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to it, GKcited the belief that she had not yet received it ; 
and that when she did, even if its condolence were not 
necessary, yet still that she would write again, and more 
Uke herself. Months, however, passed, and she received 
no reply, and therefore Lady Blandford's communication 
but too painfully recalled the supposition that Florence 
was not only changed, Lat was, in fact, no longer worthy 
of her remembrance or regard. Yet, when she recalled 
the beautiful promise which her youth had given, how 
could this be? What circumstances, what temptations 
could have had such power? And such distressed per- 
plexity did her countenance express, that whe.a hei hus- 
band joined her he noticed it, and tenderly inquired the 
reason. The expression with which he listened startled 
her. " You have heard something before to this efiect, 
Edmunvl," she exclaimed, " and you have not told me, 
fearing to woimd me. "What is it ? I would much rather 
know the truth." 

His tale was soon told. While at Malta, where he had 
been several weeks on some political duty, he became in- 
timate with several of the officers, aud had been prevailed 
upon one day to join them at dinner in their mess-room. 
There had been lately a new arrival of troops from Eng* 
land, the officers of which, fresh from the gayeties of a 
large county town — ^which proved to be Winchester — ^be- 
came rather more commimicative as the wine circled 
briskly round, than under other circumstances they might 
themselves have wished. The conversation soon became, 
riotous, and loud and foremost amongst all other names, 
as the beUe and the coquette of the season. Lord St. 
Maur had heard the name of a Flora or Florence Leslie. 
Startled and annoyed, for never hearing that name, save 
from the lips of his wife, it seemed to have imbibed a 
portion of her own purity and excellence. He listened 
still more attentively : he heard them mention Wood- 
lands, and its misanthropic mistress, Mrs. Rivers, and felt 
convinced it must be the same, Florence's last letter to 
his wife flashing on his memory as still stronger con- 
firmation. He heard her name bandied from lip to lip, 
sometimes contemptuously, sometimes admiringly, but 
always most disreputably t<s its object. One youn^ 
5 
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laaii — ^Ensigii OAmden— swore to her constancy, and 
challenged any one who Hared deny that he was her pre- 
ferred lover, oifering to bring written proofs in the last 
letter he had received from her before he had quitted 
England ; and drawing it from his pocket as he spoke, it 
was seized upon, with a burst of uproarious laughter, and 
.n mock heroic tones read aloud for the benefit of the 
whole company. Lord St. Maur had been near enough 
to notice both the hand- writing and the signature, and 
iiad unhesitatingly recognised both. Camden, indignant at 
this publicity of what he vowed was a treasure too pre- 
cious for any gaze but his own, had become more and 
more enraged, drawing his sword at length upon all who 
ventured to approach him, till he was dragged off to his 
quarters; and Lord St. Maur, in utter disgust at the 
scene, at length effected a retreat, not, however, before he 
heard many voices declare, that love-letters from Miss 
Leslie were no proof of preference, as every unmarried, 
good-looking officer of Winchester had, at one time or 
other, received them. 

Lord St. Maur had purposely refrained from telling 
ttiio to his wife, waiting till she might hear again from 
Florence, and thus clear up what certainly appeared a 
mystery. He found it difficult to believe that any person 
who could act thus could ever have been sufficiently 
worthy as to attract, and indeed rivet. Lady Ida's notice. 
But when time passed, and still no letter came, it argued 
unfavorably, and Lady Blandford's information, to Lord 
St. Maur's mind, so removed all remaining doubt, that he 
ontreated hi« wife to banish Florence hom her recollection, 
as wholly unworthy of her continued regard. But this 
was impossible. Instead of convincing her of Florence's 
utter un worthiness. Lady St. Maur's previous supposition 
returned, that some mysterious agency was at work, and 
that the strange letter she had received was not from the 
Florence she had loved, and that it was not to her these 
disgraceful rumors alluded. That there should indeed 
exist two persons of exactly the same name, whose hand- 
writing was so similar, did appear unlikely, but yet not so 
ipipossible as such a total change in Florence. She did 
i^Qt 8))eak much on the subject, because she saw that 
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aeither her husband nor Lady Helen could feel with her , 
nor was it likely, as they had never known Florence, tha* 
they should ; but her active mind could not rest satisfied 
without making one effort to clear up the mystery. She 
knew it was useless to write to Emily Melibrd, whose rep- 
resentations that it was Florence's fault which had occa- 
sioned the cessation of their intercourse now involun- 
tarily returned as proofs strong in confirmation of the 
reports against her. She therefore wrote to Lady Mary 
Villiers, requesting her to make every inquiry concerning 
Florence Leslie, purposely avoiding all allusion to these 
reports. Anxiously she waited the reply; but when it 
came, it told nothing she wished to hear. Lady Mary, 
through her father s confidential steward, had made every 
inquiry concerning the Leslies in very many quarters of 
London without any success. The house which they had 
formerly occupied in Bernard-street was in the hands of 
strangers — the very landlord changed ; her brother himself 
^ad undertaken the inquiries at Winchester, but there the 
result had been more confused and unsatisfactory still ; so 
much so, indeed, that she hardly liked to write it, for how 
even to make it intelligible in a brief detail she scarcely 
knew. 

It appeared that a Miss Leslie, whose Christian name 
was Florence, or Flora, rumor could not agree which, 
was constantly residing with Mrs. Rivers at Woodlands ; 
some said she was an orphan, others that her parents were 
both hving in London, that she had made herself noto- 
rious at Winchester by the grossest impropriety of con- 
duct, causing at lengtii Mrs. Rivers to restrain her to 
Woodlands, but Ivhile there she still continued her in- 
trigues So far all the rumors agreed, but after that they 
differed, some declaring an elopement had actually taken 
place, and the young lady was united to a gallant Major 
Hardwicke, and resided with him on the Continent ; others, 
allowing the truth of the elopement, averred that Mrs. 
Rivers* steward had pursued and overtaken the fugitives 
before the completion of the ceremony, and conveyed Miss 
Leslie back to Woodlands, whence she was speedily sent 
iinder strict ward to her widowed mother. 

The only positive facts then were these, that Mrs. Ri^ren^ 
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had quitted Woodlands, which was now occupied by sljan 
gers, and that Miss Leslie had never appeared at Winches 
tor again. 

" What they mean, or to whom they relate, I leave you 
to determine, my dear Ida,'* wrote Lady Mary in conclu- 
sion, " but if to the Florence Leslie of your creation, we 
must never speak of reading character again. I should 
fear, as you have not heard from her so long, it is shames 
not pride, which keeps her silent. Fortunately, you have 
too many nearer and dearer ties for this to affect you much, 
but it is very disagreeable ; it lowers our opinion of human 
nature, and creates a doubt even of the fairest promise ; 
and worse still, it gives such a triumph to worldly, unro- 
mantic people." 

So wrote Lady Mary, and confused and contradictory us 
the reports still were, yet there was no mention, no hint as 
to there being two Miss Leslies. Ida had not asked the 
question, imagining Lady Mary's reply would make it evi- 
dent. Our readers know enough of the truth to remove at 
a glance all that was false ; but, imfortunately. Lord St. 
Maur's family could not do so, therefore decided as pre- 
sumptive evidence warranted. 

The subject was never resumed ; Florence Leslie's name 
never mentioned. Lady St. Maur could not defend and be- 
lieve as her own heart still prompted, for she had no con- 
trary proof to bring forward. . " Oh ! that Florence would 
but write again," she felt continually, " and thus disprove 
the scandal, or enable her to ask its explanation." But 
Florence did not write, neither then, nor during the whole 
period of Lord St. Maur's residence abroad. What effect 
all this had on Lady St. Maur, and its consequences to Flo- 
rence, we shall discover in a future page. 

^ »» 

CHAPTER XVIL 

THE CLOUD BURSTS. 

The blow, which Mrs. Leslie had long expected, at 
length fell. The suit waK decided against them ; and so 
heavily had the attendant expenses accumulated, that all 
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the little fortune of Walter and Florence was Bacrificed to 
defray them ; including also the £100 which Mrs. Rivers 
had hestowed, and which Florence secretly reserved, in 
case of such emergency. 

Painful was the emotion of Mrs. Leslie, when on closely 
questioning her son as to the dehts accumulated and 
means of payment, the whole truth was discovered. 

" My children ! my heloved children ! Why have you 
done this?" was all that, for the first moment, she could 
exclaim. '* Florence ! Walter ! both so little fitted to 
struggle with penury and labor. Indeed, indeed, it must 
not be I" 

" Indeed, it must be, mother ;" and Florence, kneeling 
by her mother's couch, covered her hand with kisses, 
while Walter continued — 

" Unfitted for labor ! Mother, do not wrong usihus. 
We shall do well enough, for we have still affection ; nor 
shall we be grieved by seeing you in want of those little 
luxuries which, purchased by our labor, I know you 
would refuse. For myself, happily, I have no pursuit to 
seek ; every year increases my salary — and there may 
come a day, dearest mother, when I may give you a more 
luxurious home ; and Florence, our own Florence, need 
not work." 

" Walter I" murmured his mother, grasping his hand as 
he bent over her. " Do not speak of another home ; I need 
no other, with my children around me. But Florence, my 
sweet Jtlorence, irmst she leave me ? Is there no priva- 
tion we may welcome, no comfort we may resign, to save 
her this ?" 

"We shall not be far severed, dearest mother," an- 
swered Florence, making a strong eiTort to subdue the 
choking sob. " A trifling pittance will content me ; and 
if one of us must leave you — ^better, far better, I than 
Minie." 

** And why, Florie dear ? I do not see that at all. Nay, 
I am much better fitted to work amongst strangers than 
you are ; for I do not feel little things half so much. So 
you take the portion you have so generously laid aside f3r 
me, and I will take your place, and go teach." And 
Minie Leslie, springing into the midst of the circle, with 
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her bright, beautiful face, and silyery laagh, seemed iiidee6 
a very spirit of joy, sent to breathe hope and comfort in 
the midst of gloom. 

" You leave the shelter, the safety of home, and my 
mother's fostering care, to struggle with the world !" ex- 
claimed Florence. *^ No ; had we nothing to depend on 
but my own exertions, this should not be." 

"Why, Florence, do you think I cannot gain my own 
living, as well as yourself? Mamma, did you ever hear 
her so conceited before ?" 

" Alas ! my child ; how few years more of experience, 
have awakened her to many, many thoughts of dangez 
and temptation, of which your guileless innocence cannot 
know." 

"Danger? temptation? dearest mother, why should 
they assail me more than Florence? Why should so 
much evil occur to me and none to her ? Do not imagine 
that I wish to leave home — ^but if one of us must go, I 
should like to know what your wisdom. Master Walter, 
can bring forward against my plan ; when you, of all 
persons, ought to know that when Florence weeps at un 
kindness or neglect, I laugh, and so am likely to be very 
happy when she would be very miserable. Come, sir, 
speak; what can you bring forward in objection?" she 
continued laying both hands caressingly on his arm, and 
looking up in his face so archly, that she seemed more 
than usually lovely. 

Inexpressibly affected, Walter led her forward to a 
mirror hanging at the opposite end of the room and an- 
swered — 

" Minie ! you ask me what I can bring forward ; look 
at your own sweet face, my darling sister, and you have 
my answer. You do not know its power ; you have no 
wish, no temptation, to use that precious gifl. saye to add 
to the happiness of home. There have been none to tell 
you you are beautiful, save the lips of that faithful love, 
which while it speaks of beauty, bids you know its only value. 
But, thrown amidst heai'tless strangers, brought forward by 
your ovm exceeding loveliness, with none to guard and 
warn— doubly endangered by that very ignorance of al! 
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worldly ways, which we so dearly love — Mini. ' my pre- 
cious Minie ! I would rather earn my bread, a slave behind 
a counter, than you should leave my mother I" And over- 
come by strong emotion, Walter Leslie clasped his young 
sister closer to him, Vhile his voice shook, and his whole 
frame trembled ; Minie's joyous laugh was checked, and for 
several minutes she clung to him in tearful silence. 

" But am I then to see you and Florence labor in sorrow 
and care, day after day, and 1 am to rest in idleness, simply 
because they say that I am beautiful i Oh, Walter I do 
not make me such a selfish wretch,'* she said at length, as 
she raised her head from his bosom, and flung back *mpetu- 
ously her beautiful hair ; *' Am I sent into this world to do 
nothing, where all our exertions are needed, when God has 
given me a temper enabled to bear all things, and health 
sufficient for any labor ? And all this to be a useless 
burden on you both. Why am I not like others ? Why 
too beautiful for use ?" 

** To be to us all we need — ^to give my mother joy when 
she would grieve," answered Florence, passionately. ** Do 
not say those precious gifts are lent but to make you a 
useless burden. Oh, Minie ! you do not know what you are 
to us — how fondly we shall turn to the home which you so 
blfss — how much more sad, more desolate, would be our 
mother's hearth, if you were absent." 

" Florence, my child I my blessed child I do not speak 
thus," entreated Mrs. Leslie, an expressioa of agony con- 
tracting her features, which her children could not define ; 
" both so inexpressibly dear, why should the absence of one 
be felt more than that of the other? Why, why should 
I consent to send you from me, and retain Minie by 
me ? Why expose you to danger, trial, and suffering, 
from which I would selfishly shelter her ? Florence ! 
Walter I You know not, you cannot know, the agony of 
tills decision." 

" And, therefore, we will not let you decide, my beloved 
mother," replied Walter ; " leave it to your children — trust 
them in this emergency. While such love exists between 
UF, wherevei we are, whatever called upon to do, our paths 
can never be wholly sad. Trust us, oh ! trust us, mciher, 
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and while we may see the smile on your deai lips — ^th* 
peace of God on your fond heart — v^^g must, we shall, be 
blessed.'* 

For a few minutes Mrs. Leslie's only reply was to weep 
on his bosom ; but soon the feelinrs of each were calmed 
for the sake of the other, and the e vening passed cheerfully. 
Minie, whose tears were ever transient Hke the night-dewB 
on ♦he flowers, was indeed the first to smile herself and bring 
the smile to others. 

Little did her children guess tne real cause c.f the eiiffer- 
ing which the fact that either Florence or Minie mu&t leave 
her, occasioned Mrs. Leslie. It was not simply a mother's 
feeling. She was the sole retainer of a weighty truth, 
wiiich in such a moment seemed to whelm her with the 
increased necessity for concealment. 

" Father of Mercy ! save me from the betrayal of the 
truth to my poor child," she prayed, in the silence and 
solitude of her own chamber. " Florence I my poor Flo- 
rence I guard her from all knowledge of the truths till its 
concealment threaten iTicrease of suffering, by uncojiscious 
sin. Grant it, oh ! grant it, even when I am gone, and 
may offer it no more. And now — ^now guide this feeble 
heart aright, for it dares not listen to itself. Would I keep 
Minie nearer to me than Florence ? Will the voice of 
Nature so assert her influence now, as to stifle the voice of 
Love ? Oh ! let not this be. Save me from all decision 
save that which will be the best for both !" And calmed 
by that earnest prayer and trusting faith, the morrow found 
Mrs. Leslie once again herself 

Florence persevered in her resolution to seek employ- 
ment, as resident governess in some respectable family ; a:id 
Minie, as firmly resolved not to be idle, declared that her 
taste for fancy work should now become useful as well as 
an amusement. She would get their dear old landlady to 
dispose of the articles for her, and procure her all the ma- 
terials ; so Walter need not be alarmed. Though what 
possible harm could befall her, if she sought such employ- 
ment in propria person dy she could not imagine. 

" Are there no other pretty people in the world, my 
dear fidgetty brother, that you fear such unutterable things 
for me ? Why,, if you were the Grand Seignior himself, and 
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I the dueen of his harem, you could not guard me more 
jealously," she laughingly said ; and had her nature heen 
less childlike, Walter would have found some difficulty to 
reply satisfactorily, without exciting an undue idea of her 
own importance ; hut such a thought never entered her 
mind. She knew she was lovely, hut it was to her rather 
a soLXce of regret than rejoicing, as it rendered her less 
useful than Florence, for whom her affection was so truo, 
BO reverential, that the idea of her going among strangers, 
was fraught with as much suffering to her as to Florence 
herself 

*' Oh, why is not Lady St. Maur here now ?" she one 
day said, as she clung, weeping, to her sister. " Why do 
you not write to her, Florence ? Tell her what you are 
compelled to do : I am sure she would assist you." 

" How ! dearest Minie ? What could she do for me in 
Rome, and I in London ?" 

** Oh, give you letters of recommendation to some of her 
friends here, who would soon find you employment. I wish 
you would let me write for you ; I have so often thought 
of doing so." 

" Minie, if you love me, do not think of it," replied Flo- 
rence, with an expression of suffering which could not 
escape her sister's notice ; ** I could not write to Lady St. 
Maur now, we are too widely severed." 

* Nay, Florence, I am sure you are not alluding only 
to distance. You think Lady Ida changed ; and if you 
think so, I am sure you do not love her as much as I do 
I am sure the more you needed friendship, the more she 
would rejoice in hestowing it. You will find that I am a 
much truer prophetess than you are." 

" Because you have not trusted, hoped, anticipated, and 
found all vain," mentally responded Florence, as her happy 
sister hounded away ; " I could write for Walter, I could 
hope for him, tut I cannot for myself." 
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CHAPTER XVm 

A SOLID ENGLISH EDUCATION. — ^MINIE. — OLD FRIENDS. — EMIT.V 

melford's FROMISE. 

.The first applications of Florence for a situation were 
most dispiritingly nnsnccessful. The sckool for gover- 
nesses was overstocked by young women, who, educated 
far above their rank, and the expectations of their parents, 
(mostly petty farmers, or flourishing shopkeepers,) loaded 
with showy accomplishments, endowed with a sufficient 
quantum of assurance to display themselves to the best ad- 
vaatage, and sick of home by its contrast with their over- 
refined ideas of fashion and sentiment, ofier themselves at 
the lowest possible terms, and are accepted, as combining 
all that is necessary to be acquired in the small compass of 
one brain. 

Florence could not compete with these, and in conse- 
quence was again and again rejected, as incapacitated, by 
her own avowal, for the education of fashionable yoimg 
ladies. One lady could not understand what sh'e meant 
by a solid English education ; there was surely no occa- 
sion for such instruction in England ; it might be all 
very well for foreigners, but certainly was unnecessary 
for Engli«h girls. Her daughters must be accomplished, 
understand all the living languages, sing, paint, em- 
broider — that was aU she required ; she knew many who 
wnld undertake to do it all. Another looked perfectly 
mystified as to instruction being needed in religion and 
morals. What possible occasion could there be for things 
which came so completely by instinct? She was afraid 
Miss Leslie stood a very poor chance of employment, ii 
she could only profess things which in fact everybody 
knew, vtrithout taking the trouble to acquire them. A 
third turned up her hands and eyes in sentimental aston- 
ishment, that any, person could attempt to teach who 
did not understand German — ^had only read Schiller in 
EngHsh and knew nothing of Kotzebue or Goethe. A 
fourth could not possibly engage her, because she was 
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tgaorant of Latin and Greek, which she declared with the 
voice and look of a Ex>man dictator to be indispensable 
for the proper training of girls. (Questions of phrenology, 
animal magnetism, chemistry, and all the ologies were 
asked by this learned lady, and poor Florence was finally 
dismissed with a look of most inefiable contempt. A 
fifth wished to know if she read novels, Austin, Edge worth, 
and even iScott being enumerated in that sweeping name, 
and Miss Leslie was dismissed with a frown the moment 
she acknowledged that she did ; the lady hair'ng resolved 
that no person likely to breathe the woids, bontiment or 
romance, should have the honor of instruciiug her 
daughters, who, already initiated in all the mysteries of 
duplicity, forswearing sentiment in their mother's pres- 
ence, to indulge in the most dangerous kind when alone, 
looked as if poor Florence's high and refined sense of 
such emotions could do them very little injury. There 
were some mothers, also, whose sole objection was that 
she had never been out before : they could engage no 
young person for whom no one except her own family 
could be found to speak. Alas I these trials were hard to 
bear, perhaps yet harder for one like Florence, whose 
pure and beautiful ideas of human nature, and the power 
of virtue and benevolence even in this world, were so 
continually and harshly disappointed. She had been more 
than once advised to write to Lady Melfbrd, or to one ol 
her daughters, as perhaps in their circle she might be more 
successful ; but they had for the last two years so com- 
pletely neglected her, that she shrunk in suilering from any 
such ajtoeai. 

Just about this time, when Florence was compelled to 
relax her exertions, from not knowing where next to 
apply, an ofi!er was made to Mrs. Leslie which might 
materially have altered the fortunes of both sisters 
Minie's exquisite voice and extraordinary beauty, had at 
tracted the attention of a family intimate with one ol' Mrs. 
Leslie's few confidential friends. They were foreigners, 
one of whom was associated with the Italian Opera, in 
rather an influential position. He odered to take Minic 
into his own family, then about to return to Italy, give 
her the best instruction, aiid so bnng her forward, that 
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on her returning to England, her fortune would be made 
Mrs. Leslie listened, and questioned with apparent calm* 
ness, hut with a wrung heart. How did they intend hex 
child to take advantage of this undoubtedly generous 
proposal — as a private professor, simply to teach? The 
reply was a decided negative ; there surely could be no 
hesitation in her accepting an engagement as prima donna, 
when there was not the smallest doubt of her ultimate 
success — she wks so graceful, so gifted, a very Httle train- 
ing would be sufficient to make her first-rate as an 
actress, as a singer. They argued well, but Mrs. Leshe 
was an English mother — ^heart and squI an EngUsh- 
woman. She had not always been in poverty, and she 
carried vidth her to her present station all the high feelings 
of birth and education, which no privation, no penury 
could remove. She shrunk from bringing forward her 
gentle, modest Minie, in a situation of such equivocal 
tendency. Yet, did she right to refuse it ? The struggle 
was a terrible one, and perhaps the mother could never 
have decided, had not Florence one day, alarmed at 
the suffering imprinted on her countenance, caressingly 
implored to know the cause, when Mrs. Leslie told her 
all. "Cfe, do not hesitate, dearest mother," was the in- 
stant reply ; ** do not think of it one moment. It is 
neither shame nor disgrace to those destined for the stage 
from their childhood, and so armed against its dangers. 
As long as they are respectable, their profession must be 
so too ; but it is not for those who have been thus 
educated to feel and think like us. Who could be with 
our Minie in such seasons, to prevent all associations with 
those of doubtful reputation, too often found in the opera 
role ? And to do this she must go from us to a land ol 
strangers — ^be exposed to neglect, perhaps severity, or, if 
treated with kindness, exciting such admiration, that how 
might .we hope that she would return to us the same 
larling child she leaves us ? No, no, dearest mother, do 
not thjnk of it." 

" I would not, could not, my beloved girl, save for one 
weighty cause — I refuse an offer of independence for her, 
And in so doing devolve dependence, labor, suffiering 
'apon you. Florence, how can I do this ? 
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' Easily, my own mother, for believe me, the most 
fatiguing toil were comparative happiness to this trial. 
Do not think of her, — only of my father ; what anguish 
even the very idea of such a position for his Minie would 
have inflicted upon him. And of Minie herself, oh, she 
could never bear the suffering of such a separation." 

" Do you indeed think so ?" And the sudden irradiation 
of Mrs. Leslie's every feature, showed how eagerly she 
grasped at this suggestion. *' If I could but think so, that 
she would herself refuse this offer — ^that she would not 
accuse me of selfishly sacrificing her real interests, for my, 
uoerhaps, unfounded prejudice and dread — " 

" Hear her own opinion, then, dearest mother ; you wiJl 
find it the same as mine f ' and Florence bounded aw^diy to 
call her sister. 

She was right. With a passionate burst of tears, Minie 
folded her arms round her mother's neck, and conjured 
her not to send her so completely away — ^not to compel 
her to embrace such a profession : she would willingly 
teach, work, labor, any thing her mother or sister might 
dictate ; but she was sure her voice would fail her if so 
tried. It was enough : the refusal was accordingly sent, 
gratefully, but decisively. Meanwhile Florence, feeling 
more than ever the absolute necessity for exertion, had 
just resolved on writing to Lady Melford, when she heard 
of that family's arrival in town. Painful as the effort 
would be, she thought personal application more likely to 
be successful than epistolary. But Walter advised her 
writing to Lady Edgemere in preference. Eagerly Flo- 
rence canght at the idea ; she wrote, and Walter himself 
took the letter. Unhappily, he only learned that the 
family were all on the continent, and would be there some 
time. It was a bitter disappointment, for Hope, as if the 
more elastic from being long kept bound, had sprung up 
beneath Walter's sanguine expectations, and it was hard 
to chain her wings again. To Lady Melford, then, she 
resolved on going, but she could not talk about it ; and 
BO, unknown to her mother, and even to Walter, one fine 
spring morning she feet forth. The parks, the streets of 
the aristocratic West, looked gay and joyous in the sim-. 
shine ; every face seemed clothed with smiles to her ; 
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perchajice they were not, but the sorrowing ami careworn 
ieel so painfully alone. London is even solitude to hun 
dreds of its weary wanderers. Florence walked on me- 
chanically, conscious only of that stagnating depression, 
80 difficult to bear, and still more to overcome. She felt 
her cheek flushed and pale alternately, as she stood ou 
the steps of Lord Melford's stately mansion, and hei 
heart so throbbed, that at first she had no power to lift th 
knocker. 

" Florence Leslie ! well, this is really an unexpectj^d 
pleasure : how good of you to make such an exertion," 
was the greeting she received from Emily Melford, who 
rose from her languid position with some degre^e of entr 
pressemerU and extended her hand. Lady Melford and 
Georgiana (still Miss Melford) met her the same. To a 
casual observer, nothing could have been kinder than 
their reception ; but oh I how cold, how heartless the 
mere kindness of the lip, not of the soul, did it feel to 
Florence, who so trembled with suppressed emotion, that 
a seat was never more welcome I The very sight of their 
well-remembered faces, the tones of their voices, brought 
back the full tide of memory ; and it seemed as if many 
more than barely four years had rolled over her head 
since they had parted. Her appearance had no such 
effect on her fonner friends ; they had lived, rather, per- 
haps, existed, too long in the world, where fashion and 
frivolity are the presiding deities. Nothing had occurred 
to ruffle the current of their lives, so that years rolled by, 
unnoticed and unfelt. There was no reference to their for 
mer acquaintance — no aUusion to her personal interests, 
except an inquiry after the family — whether Mrs. Leslie's 
health were improved — whether Mr. Leslie liked London 
better than the country, etc. 

"I have lost my dear father," faltered Florence, vainiy 
struggling to reply without emotion. 

" I thought you knew this, Emily, and might have 
spared Miss Leslie the question," observed Lady Melford, 
as reproachfully as her quiet temper would penrit. 

*' Oh, by the way, mamma, now you mention it, I do 
reniembi^«- hearing, or reading something of it ; and, in- 
ieed, I meant to have written to you, Florence ; but it 
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was just at the time Sophia married, and 1 really had so 
much to thmk about for her, that time slippei away, till it 
was too late to write. I knew you were always good- 
natured, and trusted you would forgive the apparent 
neglect. I never write to any one it is such a dreadful 
exertion." 

" Exertion I'' thought Florence, as she glanced round 
the luxuriously furnished apartment. " Is it possible, with 
every want supplied, that the idea of exertion can be the 
excuse for not writing to a friend ? Your sister So^lua is 
married, then," she added aloud. 

" Yes, nearly a year and a-half ago, to Lord Maynard. 
Did you not see it in the papers ? She is very happy, very 
rich, her lord very devoue, and so on. For my part, the 
trouble of trying on the marriage trousseau, the excite- 
ment, the visits, would terrify me out of all idea of matri- 
mony, I am grown dreadfully lazy ; even parties are too 
much trouble." 

" Perhaps you have not very good health," innocently 
remarked Florence. 

" Why, I am never particularly well, and have tried all 
the doctors in and out of London ; but they did me no 
permanent good, never finding out what is the mattei 
with me. I feel no pain, certainly — nothing, whatever, to 
complain ; but Sije ne sais quoi incapacitating me from all 
exeition." 

The young lady who said this, in the most gracefully 
languid manner possible, looked in blooming health, almost 
embonpoint, presenting a strange contrast to the pale, pensive 
countenance of her visitor, whose actual livelihood depended 
on " exertion." 

" Are you as fond of reading as you used to be ?" in- 
quired Lady Melford ; and Florence answered, with more 
animation than she had yet spoken, in the affirmative. 
The Viscountess mentioned several of the fashionable works 
of the day. Florence blushingly avowed that her reatling 
had lately been more amongst the older authors, and that 
it was only the last year or two she had become aware of 
their beauties. 

" You must have plenty of leisure, Florence : what a 
happy girl you must be ! I can find time for nothing,*' 
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was Emily's rejoinder. " As to reading any thing but the 
lightest novel, with the round of visiting in this house, it L> 
impossible." 

Florence vainly endeavored to explain this, so as to 
satisfy her own mind ; but the chit-chat in which they had 
engaged her, rendered the task at that moment impossible. 
How was she to introduce the real motive of her visit, was 
another mental question, which she found some difficulty 
in replying. At last Lady Melford asked how she had 
coLie — was she living near ? Her answer occasioned 
Emily's extreme astonishment. " Walked all the way f'-om 
Camberwell ! what strength you must have I It really wa« 
good of you to come." 

Then was the moment, and Florence, though her emotion 
almost choked her, seized it. Modestly, though with 
unconscious dignity, she removed Emily Melford's impres- 
sion, that her visit was merely to renew their acquaintance, 
and said that the unfortimate termination of a lawsuit in 
the family compelled her to seek employment, and that 
remembering Lady Melford's former kindness, she had 
ventured to call, and solicit her, or her daughter's recom- 
mendation, should they know of any family requiring au 
English governess. Lady, Melford expressed herself truly 
sorry, and that she feared she really had no power to assise 
her ; yet, if she should hear of a vacant situation, she 
would with pleasure speak of Florence. Miss Melford 
looked very ^rave. Much as she might wish to serve Miss 
LesUe, she said their very slight acquaintance would hardly 
justify her encountering the responsibility which the recom- 
mendation of a governess must entail upon herself. Emily 
Melford, for the moment permitted a good heart to triumph 
over habitual indolence, and declared she would make every 
possible inquiry — ^would say every thing in her favor, and 
she had no doubt she should succeed. 

" Take care, Emily, what you promise," was Lady Mel- 
ford's warning observation. " You say you are not equal 
to the least exertion now, and this will demand a great 
deal." 

" Indeed, mamma, I will do all I can, though of course 
L cannot promise success," replied Emily, unconsciously 
Ulected at the glistening eyes and flushed cheek which 
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were turned towards her with an expression of such grateful 
acknowledgment, that it made her feel for the moment 
they were girls again in Devonshire. Florence could not 
doubt her, nay, for the moment she felt it difficult to retain 
the wounded pride which Emily's previous unkindness and 
neglect had so painfully engendered. She did not know 
how fatally selfish indolence had deadened every good and 
kindly feeling — ^that Emily's impulses were as vivid i,nd 
evanescent as the sparks from flint — ^never visible, save 
from sudden and violent friction, and then vanishing into 
air. 

Floience at length rose to gtf ; they asked her to stay 
and dine, and, on her refusing, begged her to come when- 
ever she felt inclined for the exertion ; they should always 
be happy to see her. 

" It is a shame even to ask you to make such an exertion 
Florence ; for it would kill me, I am sure. You surel} 
will not walk home ?" 

" No," Florence said ; most probably she should returr. 
home by one of the public conveyances. 

" What, alone ? Ah, I always said you were meant ibi 
a heroine, Florence." 

" Not much of one, dear Emily, for I believe a heroine 
would hardly be so unvrillingly independent as I am com- 
pelled to be. Exertion is indeed no new thing to me, and 
I must regard it still less, henceforth, thar. I have hitherto 
done." 

As Florence descended the stairs, two young men xyu 
hastily against her, then paused to look at her, half in 
doubt, half in inquiry, poHtely apologized, an apology 
merely £U3knowledged by a graceful bow, and the gentlemen 
bounded into the drawing-room. " Who, in the world, is 
that pale, elegant girl ?" exclaimed one. " Pretty she is 
not, but something better — graceful, distinguie. Who is 
she ?" 

"Is it possible you have so completely forgotten her 
Alfred ? Why, Florence Leslie." 

" That Florence Leslie ? What, Ida's favorite Flower 
of St. John's ? What a fool not to know her ! Whoio 
has she hid herself all this time ?" 

'* Why did you not isome in before ? you would have 
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known all, then, without my having the trouhle of teliinj 
you — for pity's sake remember my nerves. 

" I beg pardon of your nerves, Emily, but I will knov 
something more of Florence^ — she was such a merry com 
panion once. Come, Frank, by the way, you used to 
admire her, too." And young Melford, regardless of ali 
remonstrances, alike from his sisters or his companion, ran 
down the stairs, dragging Frank along with him, and 
speedily overtook Florence, who, fatigued and depressed 
by long suppressed emotion, had proceeded but a very 
short way. ** Miss Leslie, I have run after you on purpose 
to entreat your forgiveness for my stupidity in not recog- 
nising you," was his address in a tone so truly respectful, 
that it quickly subdued the alarm experienced by Florence 
in finding herself so followed. " Ah," he continued, as she 
accepted his apology with a bright blush, and lively smile, 
" if you had looked as you do now when I first met you, I 
should have recognised you directly ; should not you 
Howard ?" 

" I fancied Miss Leslie's countenance familiar to me, 
even in the first momentary glance," was the reply ; and 
Florence's attention, awakened by the name, she glanced 
hastily towards him, answering his greeting by a silent 
bow. 

Howard I could this be the handsome intelligent boy, 
with whom she had danced so often on that ever-memorabk 
night, the night of Lady Ida's ball ? whose round jacket 
and Byron collar had so often excited Emily Melfofd'i 
raillery on Florence's odd propensity for unfledged (t. «., 
oncoated) men ? It must be, for the countenance was the 
same, only mellowed into more manly beauty ; and tho 
slight b^vish form had so sprung up into the graceful, yet 
muscular proportions of a tall, aristocratic-looking man, 
that it seemed strange to Florence that only four yean 
could have wrought such a change, making hiia appear so 
much her senior, when he was in fact her junior by a year. 

" Well, Miss Leslie, I hope we shall have our long 
exiled Ida home soon," observed young Mclibrd, after 
gayly conversing on their former acquaintance, and the 
many enjoyments of St. John's. " There is some talk 
of Lord St. Maur receiving some high ofEce at home ir 
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return for his services abroad ; and then of course you 
will see Ida. She is not one to forget old friends '' 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

FLORENCE A GOVERKSSS. — WALTER IS ILL. — TRIALS. — A MESSAGE, 

Little as Florence expected kindness from Lady Mel- 
ford's family, she did not, could not believe that Emily's 
professions of interest were so completely without founda- 
tion, that she actually never again thought of Florence or 
her wishes, until a note from Florence several weeks after- 
wards, informing her that she had obtained a situation, 
and therefore that she needed no further exertion on the 
part of her friends, recalled to the oblivious young lady 
that she had made no exertion at all. It did occasion a 
passing qualm, which she would gladly not have felt, but 
indolence speedily crept over her to deaden even this. It 
was too much trouble to think of what could not be re- 
medied, and so she quietly resigned herself to forgetful- 
uess. No doubt she would have expressed pleasure had 
Florence crossed her path, but as to seeking her, Emily 
Melford would have shunned the exertion as an impossi- 
bility. Little things were too large for her. 

Florence had indeed at length succeeded in obtaining 
omploymeot. A widow lady with a grown-up son, and 
two Uttle girls, had lately taken a house in the vicinity of 
Norwood, coming, it was said, from Hampshire, where all 
her friends and family still lived. She was one of the old 
school, prim, severe, and very reserved, and Florence felt 
her heart sink within her at the first conference. Her 
qualifications were asked, in one cold measured tone, 
Mrs. Russel oJS*ered remuneration with most unusual lib- 
erality, and Florence closed at once. 

We will not linger on the anguish of the separation, the 
bitter parting of that beloved one from the home of her 
childhood, for the cold hearth of strangers. It is a pang 
we fear that will find its echo in too many hearts. Yet 
there are some in this chequered world df ours who are 
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insensible to the voice of home, unconsciwis of its pe- 
culiar sanctity, for they gladly turn from it, preferring 
even dependence to resting in a lowly sphere : and 
some there are who, fostered in wealth, happiness, and 
luxury, thoughtlessly look on the young instructress as 
one born to labor and endure, unconscious that there 
are as deep fountains of sorrow and love in her hidden 
breast as in her own. That, perhaps, the object of 
their neglect or their contempt has, like them, a fond 
mother, whoae hearth, as her heart, is desolate for the 
departed — ^brothers, sisters, yearning to look upon her face 
again, and towards whom, her lonely spirit turns so long- 
ingly and so vainly. 

It was long, very long, ere poor Florence could feel in 
any degree reconciled' to this great change. Peculiarly 
cKngingly domestic, her affections, with the sole exception 
of Lady St. Maur, concentrated in her own family. She 
did, indeed, feel lonely, as she passed evening after even- 
ing in her solitary room, released from her charge regu- 
larly as the clock struck seven. Speaking to none, seem- 
ingly cared for by none ; alone, though often the house 
was full. She thought at first she should enjoy these 
hours, as enabling her to pursue her favorite employ- 
ments : but oh I how changed and sad they seemed, as if 
they could scarcely be the same which had engaged her, 
when her mother's eye was beaming on her, her sister's 
sweet voice in its laugh or song thrilling to her heart, her 
brother's soul-expressive face, bending over his writing, or 
lifted up to her's asking her sympathy with some favorite 
book, and though but a few miles separated, how utterly 
was she alone ! 

Her mind was, however, too well regulated to encourage 
such weakening sorrow. Mrs. Russel was no physiog- 
nomist, and she could not read in the pale countenance 
she looked on regularly every momingat a specified hour 
and for a specified time, any thing more than was perfectly 
natural. She knew nothing of Florence's history, and 
did not think it beseeming in her to inquire. As to eli- 
citing any just praise, it was a thing impossible. She had 
explained to Miss Leslie her educational plans — sat in 
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the school-room several momiugs to see them followed, 
and' then no longer interfered. 

It was not pride which actuated this conduct ; but that 
Florence, as the chosen instructress of her children, could 
be a person demanding the suffrages and respect of society, 
were notions, as much too visionary for Mrs. Russel as 
they arc to very many others. The creed, that instructors 
of youth are real benefactors of their kind, and should be 
regarded with respect and gratitude, may be exceUeijt in 
theory, but in practice — ^letthe fact decide — the moment a 
young woman is compelled to teach for her subsistance, 
she sinks at once into a lower grade. 

Months glided by slowly and sadly for our heroiiie. It 

s a false doctrine to promulgate, that the performance of 

iistasteful duties at once brings happiness. If it did, 

surely there could be no trial to perform, no temptetion 

to elude them. 

Our heavenly Father sends no trial, no sorrow^ to be 
felt as pleasure f as some would make us believe. For our 
good indeed, our eternal good ; but would He hold forth 
this blessed goal, did we refuse to labor, in care and 
sorrow to obtain it ? No, sorrow indeed is blessed, for 
there is a still small voice urging us on, encouraging and 
consoling, but many weary months must pass ere mournful 
duties become joys. 

Happy, Florence was not. She had too many sources 
of disquiet ; but the first stupifying influence of sorrow 
and change had been conquered by fervent prayer and 
increasing effort, and she becajriie reconciled to her weary 
path. The act of teaching became easier from use ; even 
Mrs. Russel's stiff and chilling maimer became more en- 
durable, and gratefully did she feel that to write cheerfiilly 
home was less an effort than it had been. 

Florence had been six months with Mrs. Russel, when 
her anxiety was fearfully aroused by a letter from Minie. 
Walter had appeared more languid than usual for several 
weeks, but still persisted in saying he was perfectly well, 
and in attending to his business, a few days previously, 
he had been conveyed home in his master's carriage in an 
almost exhausted state ; the head clerk hau accompanied 
him, and given the alarming information, tliat he had 
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several saccessive days fainted at his desk, but thai no 
persuasion, no argfiiaient, could prevail on him to give up. 
He had rallied. Miriie continued to say, aid was decidedly 
better, but his mother had forbidden, and his employers 
had absolutely refused his services till his strength should 
be properly restored. 

Florence*s first impulse was to return home instantly, 
that her deep anxiety might be either removed or justified 
Her next thought compelled restraint and control ; foi 
Mrs. Russel had left home on a visit to some of her re- 
lations, and her return was uncertain. She could not 
leave b^r charge. Every post indeed brought her intv^lli- 
gence ; but what were written assurances to a mind 
fancying every evil and longing to lavish on tho sufferer 
all the affection with which her heart was filled? At 
length she looked once more on the hand-writing of her 
brother. It was but a few Hnes, but oh, how inexpressibly 
precious to their reader ! 

" Florence, dearest Florence,'* it ran — " at length I may 
trace that dear name again. Oh ! how painful I yearn 
to feel you by my side, to listen to your gentle voice ; but 
it is an idle wish, my Florence ; I have been ill, they tell 
me, very ill ; but I think they say more than the fact to 
keep me i^ontent at home; they think thus to reconcile 
me to idleness and rest. Florence, Florence, how can 
this be ? How can I be content when so much, nay, all 
must depend on me? There was a time, that no pang 
was joined with the dream of death ; but now, now — oh ' 
if 1 must die, what will become of my beloved ones ? 
Who is there to work for them, to save them from priva* 
tion and its hundred woes ? I know this is siulul mistrust — 
I strive against it — Florence, pray for me, I cannot for my- 
self. I know your tears are falling at these wild and sin- 
ful words; forgive them, Florence, dearest, kindest. God 
forever bless you and preserve you to your Walter." 

Vainly, for several successive hours did Florence struggle 
with her emotion. She knew her brother so well, that for 
him to give vent to such despondency, his spirits must be 
sunk indeed. Yet she had to teach with a sinking 
frame and sickening heart; to answer the innumerable 
i[uestion8 of her prattling companions ; to compel them Xt 
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attention and obedience ; to walk out with them, and then 
again resume the afternoon routine of work and study; 
and not till the return of Mrs. Russel in the evening re- 
lieved her of her charge, had she leisure so to compose her 
agitated spirits as to think calmly. Would it he wise to 
go to her brother ? Walter had tender nurses, most affec^ 
tionate friends ; he wanted nothing which they could give. 
Would it then be right to give up her present situation 
merely for the consolation of being with him ? No, she 
would work on, if it were but to provide luxuries ani 
comforts for him ; and the ardent girl clasped her hands, 
and raised her swollen eyes in fervent thanksgiving, that 
to do so was in her power. She pondered deeply how she 
could increase her salary. Her pupils had just commenced 
drawing, but Mrs. Russel was not satisfied with their in- 
structor; and Florence, convinced that she was capable 
of teaching that accomplishment, indulged the hope that 
Mrs. Kussel would gladly accept her services instead, and 
raise her salary accordingly. She had just brought her 
meditations to this conclusion, feeling equal to any exer- 
tion, and believing the greatest misfortune which could now 
befall her, wotdd be to be dismissed from her present em- 
ployment, when a message was delivered to her, that Mrs. 
E,ussel wished to speak with her in the parlor. It was a 
summons so unprecedented, that Florence, already in a 
painfully excited state, had scarcely courage to obey — 
trembhng with forebodings that new evils were impending, 
which she should have no power to resist. 
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CHAPTER XX. 

MRS. KUSSEL. — HASTY CONCLUSION. — INJUSTICE. — DISMISSAL. - 

GBIEF. — ^A mother's LOVE. 

Mrs. KtJSSEL was sitting with more than her usual 
stiffness in her old-fashioned chair, her visage grim and 
frowning, with an expression round the mouth, plainly in 
dicating that she had formed some resolution which no 
power on earth could change. A slight, scarcely per* 
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ceptible movement of the head acknowledged the enlianoe 
and meek obedience of Florence ; but no sign nor word 
authorized her to be seated. There was a short, dry 
cough on the part of the lady, followed by a hum and ha, 
and then : 

"Miss Leslie,*' she demanded shortly; "pray are you 
acquainted with Mrs. Rivers, of "Woodlands, near Winches- 
ter?" 

" Yes, Madam, she is a connection of the famLy, and 
has been " 

" Miss LesHe, I asked an answer, not a commentary : 
you resided with her, I presume ? joined in society at Win 
Chester ?** 

" Yes, madam," replied Florence, briefly. 

" Then, Miss Leslie, I must inform you that your ser- 
vices henceforth are dispensed with. My daughters tre 
much too young and inexperienced to be left to your 
, charge. You have deceived me egregiously, by daring to 
obtain a footing in my family as a respectable person, when 
you must be quite aware you can lay no claim to such a char- 
acter. Here is the sum total of my debt for your services, 
and a trifle in addition, as I wish to do nothing unhand- 
somely : we part to-morrow, and as there is no occasion for 
any further rejoinder, you may retire." 

Stunned, yet bewildered, Florence had listened to this 
most extraordinary harangue ; she could not comprehend 
to what Mrs. Russel could refer. At any other time, nat- 
ural indignation would have given her not only voice, but 
eloquence ; but now, depressed^ almost exhausted by the 
emotions of the day, she felt as if she had not energy 
enough to articulate a single word. At that moment she 
thouglit of Walter ; how could she aid him if thus sent 
away, not only deprived of employment, but of character ? 
The color returned to her pale cheek, and to any other than 
l!i/[rs. Russel, the modest firmness, ahke of her voice and 
manner, would have been sufficient proof of innocence. 

" If, madam," she said, " you have lost all confidence 
in me, you are right to decline my services ; but you must 
pardon me, if I refuse to retire, \mtil you have informed 
me of what yon accuse me ; I deny all decoption towards 
Vou, nor am I in the very least aware how I have forfeited 
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my claim to respectability, as you are pleased to assert. 
My conscience is free from all intentional ofience from any 
conduct that would unfit me for the guidance of youth." 

" Of your conduct, whilst imder my roof, I have nothing 
to complain," replied Mrs. B,ussel, unmoved by the sup- 
pressed, but visible emotion with which Florence spoke ; 
'' but Miss Leslie, you must be aware, however you ma^ 
now repent of former follies, and resolve to amend them, 
that a young person, whose conduct in Winchester was 
such as to make her name a term of opprobrium to all ita 
inhabitants, can be no fit companion for young people. 
My son is returning from the continent, and I wish to have 
no person with my daughters whose character for flirtation 
and coquetry would render his visits to his sister's study, 
equally unsafe and unpleasant. Your varying color. Miss 
Leslie, is sufficient answer ; you have compelled me to 
speak plainly, and now 1 hope you are perfectly satisfied 
as to the justice of my decision." 

Florence's color did, indeed, vary ; for gradually, but 
slowly, the conviction dawned upon her, that Mrs. Russel 
was confounding her with her cousin Flora. Rallying 
every energy, she forced herself to relate the real facts, and 
solemnly assert that at the time Flora LesUe's conduct had 
been most reprehensible, she had been residing in London 
with her newly widowed mother. No change, however 
took place in the sour visage of Mrs. Ilussel. 

" She had heard," she said, " but of one Miss Leslie 
whose name was, people reported, Florence ; and if then 
were two Miss Leslies residing at Woodlands, of name? 
BO exactly similar, it was strange no one had ever heard 
of it." 

"Pardon me, madam, it was scarcely strange ; I very 
seldom entered into society, and latterly, indeed, not at all, 
for I was then in mourning for my dear father." 

*' You may be speaking .truth, Miss Leslie, I will not 
take upon myself to contradict," replied the lady, who, by 
the way, prided herself on her rigid love of justice ; " but 
you must permit me to ask you what proofs except your 
own family, who, of course, will repeat the same tale, can 
you bring forward to convince me I am wrong, and you 
are right ?" 
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" Proofs, madam, indeed, I have none, was Florence'i 
mild reply, though the indignant blood had dyed her 
cheeks ; " for of Mrs. Rivers, I have unhappily lost all 
trace, and Flora, now Mrs. Major Hardwicke, even if I 
knew her address, would scarcely do me justice by impli- 
cating herself." 

" That is to say, you have lost all traces of Mrs. Biven 
through your own misconduct, an inference tallying exactly 
with the reports I have heard, and of course you cani^ot 
know Miss Flora LesUe's address, as, in my opinion, no 
such person exists. Oh, for shame ! for shame ! young as 
you are, to be so hardened in guilt ! Well, well, I desire 
you to retire, for you must perceive your improbable tale 
weighs little against the reports and warnings I ha\e 
received." 

" I will obey you, madam," replied Florence, struggling 
with the indignant pride, which the cruel belief that shu 
had spoken falsely even at that moment called ; " Thank 
God I have yet a mother's faith&l love, and sinless home, 
to which I may return, and may that God who knows my 
perfect innocence, forgive you the injustice you have 
shown me !" 

And with a proud step, but bursting heart, Florence 
turned from the* parlor. She paused not till she reached 
her own apartment ; but then sinking on a chair, she 
buried her aching temples in her hands ; she could not 
weep, though her eyes felt starting from her head; her 
character taken firom her, without the possibility of proving 
how^ falsely ; how could she obtain employment — how 
assist her brother ? the future was all dark, she could not 
penetrate its folds, save to look on sorrow. 

Great, indeed, was the surprise and pleasure of Mrs. 
LesUe's little family, when, about noon the following day, 
Florence made her appearance. 

" Florence, my own sister, this is kind indeed," exclaimed 
Walter, half rising from his recumbent posture, to fold her 
in his arms ; *' I hardly dared hope a personal answer to 
my murmuring letter; but I am better, much better, 
jiother, am I not ? whv, I am sure you look paler, and 
mora sufiering than I do. Florence, there is something 
cppre t|ie matter thaii my iUness — ^wbat is it ?" 
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" Nay, was not that enough, dearest Walter, to make me 
anxious,'' she replied, struggling to smile ; but the efibrt 
only increased her brother's alarm, the more so, as he per- 
ceived that her lip so quivered, that she could only cling 
closer to him, and cover his pale brow with kisses. 

^* Florence, my child, speak to me— what has chanced? 
you are ill, unhappy, and would hide it ; but you cannot ; 
come to me, love, c6me to your mother's heart, you will 
find rest there." 

"Mother," gasped poor Florence, throwing herself on 
her knees beside her mother, and laying her throbbing 
head on her bosom ; " I have come to you discarded, ac- 
cused, condemned, sent from the house where I have 
striven night and day to do my duty, as one wholly un- 
fitted by previous conduct for my charge, my word disbe- 
lieved, my whole family implicated in the charge of decep- 
tion : oh, mother — mother — ^teach me how to bear this 
heavy trial I I have no strength — ^no " 

Her sobs impeded further speech, and she saw not the 
effect of her words on her mother, whose cheeks and lips 
became of a livid whiteness, while the large beads of mois- 
ture gathered on her brow. 

"Who has dared to malign you?" exclaimed Walter, 
springing from his couch with the strength of sudden ex- 
citement ; " Florence, my stainless Florence, who has dared 
to charge you with aught of shame ? tell me, only tell me ; 
I have strength enough to defend you." 

But, even as he spoke, he sunk back exhausted ; and 
fearing to agitate him still more, Florence briefly but 
clearly related th? interview between her and Mrs. Russel, 
adding her own suppositions as to the origin of the charge 
against her. 

" God of mercy ! I thank thee, and this is all !" ejac- 
ulated Mrs. Leslie, in a voice of such fervent thanks- 
giving, it sounded almost strangely to her children ; and 
rising with recovered power, she folded Florence to her 
bosom. " Heed it not, my beloved girl ; heed not the 
false accusations of the unjust and prejudiced ; we know- 
God knows — ^that you are innocent; be comforted, my 
child." 

"How may I be comforted^ mother when slander ia 
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abroad, and busy with my name ? how dare I seek anotliox 
situation till my innocence is proved, and yet how can I 
rest in idleness at home ?'' 

A low suppressed groan firom Walter filled up the mo- 
mentary pause. 

'' My child, He who feedeth the sparrow, and clotheth 
the lilies of the field, will prote^.t and provide for us ; oh ! 
trust Him, dearest, and He will not forsake us. Tell me, 
only tell me there is comfort in your mother's home, my 
child ; that there, at least, your innocence shall be your 
strength, and trust our heavenly Father for the rest." 

Florence did not reply, but her tears flowed less bit- 
terly, and gradually composure returned. When partially 
recovered from her own sorrow, Florence became conscious 
of the great change in Walter ; reduced almost to a skele- 
ton, his cheeks sunken, and only too oflen dyed with ap- 
palling crimson ; his beautiful eyes, lustrous as they were 
wont to be, but seemingly larger, from the ■ attefiuation of 
his other features, the blue veins on his clear brow so dis- 
tinctly visible, that almost might be traced the languid cur- 
rent beneath ; the parched lip ; the prostrating weakness, 
each day confirmed, all revealed the insidious disease which 
had already claimed him. 

Great as was Mrs. Leslie's trust in a merciful, over- 
ruling Providence,- she neglected nothing that could prove 
that Florence and Flora LesHe were two persons, by 
making every inquiry for Mrs. Kivers ; but unhappily all 
her eflorts failed. Woodlands was let; the steward -and 
those of Mrs. Rivers' old retainers, who had lingered on 
the estate while he was there,~had all disappeared ; and 
Mrs. Leslie, with an aching, but still faithfid heart, was com- 
pelled to dismiss all hopes of earthly justice, and strive to 
rest her own hope and that of her child, on that heavenly 
Judge, who would not forever leave them wronged . 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

GENIUS. — THE MANUSCEIPT. 

The winter passed with little change to the Leslie 
family. Florence, at length, obtained engagements as 
daily governess in two or three families, an employment 
infinitely more arduous than her former undertaking ; but 
all weariness and anxiety were soothed by the privilege of 
returning to her own home, at six o'clock every evening. 
How oflen, as she walked to her difierent pupils, in all the 
miseries of a London winter, the rain splashing in pools 
around her, saturating her dress, or the sleet, and snow, and 
wind driving so full against her, as to demand the exertion 
of all her little strength to struggle against them, did her 
thoughts revert to the happy past, and the friends there 
associated ! 

" How little did I then dream of my preset^t life,** 
thought Florence sadly ; ** better that I did not, for I should 
have shrunk from its anticipation with even deeper sufiering 
that I do from its perfonnance. I am more worthy of Lady 
Ida*s afiections now than then, and yet she cannot valuO; 
for she will not meet me now.** 

It was strange how often the form and face o^ Francis 
Howard mingled in these reminiscences of Lady St. Maur ; 
how stealthily, and often imconsciously she fi)und the 
wish arising, that in her daily walks she might chance to 
meet him, speak with him again, and the wish would often 
return, in spite of her fixed resolve to banish it whenever 
it arose. But with all their economy, all the labor of 
these two devoted girls, for Minie worked at home, per- 
severingly as Florence taught abroad, they could but clear 
their way, and provide Walter with the luxuries, the deli- 
cacies, his state of bodily sufiering so painfully demanded. 
The winter, too, was always peculiarly trying to Mrs, 
Leslie, and all seemed to devolve on the sisters, who cared 
not for any personal kbor, so that smiles brightened the 
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countenance of those beloved ones foi whom they toiled ,* 
and, in spite of the gnawing care experienced by both mo* 
ther and son, those smiles did await them still. 

To Minie, even the decided ills of poverty were nevei 
felt as such ; her light spirits rebounded from every casual 
trial, as if it had no more power to darken the bright 
heaven of her joy, than the snow-flake can sully the grass 
which receives it. And truly she was the angel of that 
lowly home ; her mother forgot increasing infirmity and 
desponding hopes ; her sister, her heavy burden of care, 
even her consuming anxiety fer Walter, when Minie 
smiled, or carolled, or gave vent in gleesome words to the 
bursting joyousness of her little heart. It was scarcely 
strange that Minie felt no painful anticipations with regard 
to Walter ; but it certainly was, that Mrs. Leslie should 
have been so completely unconscious of his danger. Yet 
so it was, he sufiered apparently so little, his mind was so 
bright, so strong, so unfailing, that though he r;>gained no 
strength, his mother could not believe the near vicinity of 
death. She had been, so many years herself hovering on 
the threshold of that awful bourne, and still she passed it 
not, that she could not realize it with regard to her cher* 
ished, her gifted boy. 

To Florence alone, the whole extent of calamity hanging 
over them appeared revealed ; she could not shake off the 
conviction that her beloved brother was in truth '' passing 
away,*' that the summer would return with all lovely things, 
but find not the poet there. 

One day, about the middle of February, Florence, re- 
turning some hours earlier from her daily avocations than 
usual, prevailed on her mother and Minie to accept the 
invitation of a fidend residing further in the country, and 
remained alone with her brother ; several manuscripts 
were lying on a table near him, but, as was sometimes the 
case, he had sunk into a sort of doze, and fearing to dis 
turb him, she sat down to continue Minie*s work, which 
lay on a table in the recess of a window, half hidden by 
the curtains ; for nearly an hour she heard no movement, 
but then amixsed by the rusthng of paper, she turned 
towards tbe couch. Walter was glancing over his manu- 
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•cripts, and there was a deep flush on his check, a sparkle in 
his eye, giving eloquent answer to the thoughts he read. 

" And will ye, too, perish ?*' she heard liim murmur, as 
if wholly unconscious of her presence — " Will ye, too, fade 
away and be forgotten, when the mind that has framed, 
the hand that has traced ye, shall lie mouldering in the 
grave ? will no kindly spirit throb and bound beneath 
your spell ; no gentle heart find in ye an answer ? Oh, 
blessed, indeed, is that poet's lot, who wins the applause 
of a world, the love, the reverence, the blessing of the 
gifted and the good — who feels he has not lived, nor loved, 
nor sorrowed in vain ! But the poet, to whom these things 
are all denied ; who passeth from this beauteous earth, 
unknown, unloved, his name with his body buried in the 
cold, shrouding folds of death. Father I oh, my Either, 
have mercy on thy child I" and covering his face with his 
spread hands, Florence beheld him give way to a burst of 
such irrepressible agony, that the hot tears made their way 
between his transparent hands, and the attenuated frame 
vhook with sobs. 

Trembling with sympathizing emotion, Florence sank 
back in the chair she had quitted ; she longed to throw 
herself on his neck, to beseech him to be comforted, to 
breathe of hope, but she felt she dared not ; at length, and 
unable to resist the. impulse, she glided forward and knelt 
beside him. 

" Florence, my beloved sister ! oh, I have terrified you, 
I forgot your presence, imagined myself alone ; dearest, heed 
it not, I am better now, it was bodily weakness, only weak- 
ness, which will overpower me sometimes ; you must not 
mind me." 

It was several minutes ere Florence could reply ; but as 
quickly as she could, she revertiMi to those treasured manu- 
scripts, beseeching him to let her read them, it was so long 
since she had done so. W^th a faint smile he acceded. 
Florence, herself, was surprised ,* never had it seemed to 
her that such beautiful imagery, such glowing thought, 
such touching pathos had breathed so powerfully in his 
compositions before. A new spirit appeared to have 
lighted on them ; they were mostly detached pieces, form- 
uig, indeed, a treasured volume. He showed her, too, the 
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beautiful designs with which it was to be illustrated ; and 
Florence no longer marvelled at the burst of agony wrung 
from him by the thought, that these emanations, of no 
common genius, must pass away and be forgotten ; but even 
she guessed not the real reason of his longing, and the poet 
betrayed it not. 

" I dreamed," he said mournfully, " when in all the glo^ 
and heat of composition, that I was bequeathing a glorious 
gift to my country, wreathing my name with immortality. 
I seemed to forget all the difficulties, the impossibilities, 
which prevented the attainment of my darling wish ; bat 
now, dearest, now I feel it is a shadow that JL have sought, 
a vain, shapeless shadow ; it needs influence, wealth, or, to 
s^y the least, a name^ and I have neither — ^no, no, they 
must die with me." 

" Die !" murmured Florence, almost inaudibly, and she 
paused in deep and mournful thought ; " but if you were 
strong and well, "Walter, would you not make some effort 
yourself? at least ask the opinion of some good publisher ; 
it might not then be so impossible as it now seems." 

" If I were well, oh ! Florence, I should do many things, 
and this would be one of them, I own ; but I dare not 
think of this," he added hurriedly, and evidently with pain, 
" the struggle for submission has been mine only too lately. 
I know not how to trace, to love the mandate that chainetb 
me a useless burden to my couch, when every exertion ia 
needed to support my beloved mother, and my helpless 
sisters ; and yet, oh, Florence ! morning noon and night, 
I pray to see and feel this ; for my better spirit tells me 
that good it must be, or it would not come from an all- 
loving God." 

" And He wiU grant us both this blessed trost, in his 
own good time, my brother; but in this case, dearest 
Walter, let me act for you, trust the manuscnpts to me, and 
'et me endeavor to do with them as you would yourself." 

Her brother looked at her with afiection and astonish- 
ment. 

" You know not the difficulties you undertake, my Flo- 
rence," he said ; " how many hopes will be raised, only to 
be disappointed ; how much fatigue encountered *' 

" 1 care not, * was her instant answer ; " I am so aocuir 
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tomcd now to indej)endent wanderings, that even the 
crowded streets of London have lost their terrors : do not 
fear for me ; and if I should succeed, Walter, dear Walter, 
what would previous disappointments, previous anxiety be 
then ?" 

The beaming countenance of the young poet was her 
truest answer, and once the precious MSS. deposited in 
her hands, Florence permitted no difficulty to deter her ; 
weary, and often exhausted as' she felt from seven, some- 
times eight successive hours passed in teaching, she would 
not return home, till she had accomplished something in 
the furtherance of her trust. Conquering even her ex- 
treme repugnance to walking about the metropolis after 
the lamps were lighted, it was often near eight in the 
everung before she returned home. Even there, every 
nerve was tightly strung, that she might not evince the 
least fatigue, or appear desponding; for the anxious 
glance of her brother awaited her ; the hope she had 
excited lighting up his pale cheek and beautiful eye with 
the seeming glow of health. Yet both mutually avoided 
the subject. Florence dreading to impart all the disap- 
pointments, which she did, in truth, encounter; and 
Walter, from physical weakness, absolutely failing in cour- 
age to ask a single question, well knowing that were there 
hope to give, Florence would not continue silent. 

It would be useless to linger on the disheartening task 
which the devoted sister so cheerfully undertook ; but at 
length her perseverance seemed about to be rewarded. 
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CHAPTER XXn, 

A Emn FRIEND. — THE PUBLISHER. — THE FHTSICIAIT. 

As Florence would not have any of the letters concern- 
ing the poems directed at home, it so chanced that she 
received one of the nimierous rejections in the hours of 
teaching. The disappointment imprinted on her coun- 
tenance attracted the attention of a benevolent old relation 
of her pupils, who frequently visited the school rooiXL 
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He inquired the cause eo feelingly that the poor guV& 
overburdened heart instantly opened, and she tiniidly and 
briefly imparted some particulars. 

Mr. Wilson listened with much interest; then asldn^i 
for pen and paper, he wrote very intently for a few 
minutes, and then placed a note directed to. one of the 
first publishers of the day, in her hand. " Take this, 
my good girl," he said kindly ; ** it will at least gain you 
attention. I wish I could do more ; but you know we 
nust be just before we are generous ; and if- 1 did all I 
might wish, I should be wronging my own. Do not look 
10 speechlessly grateful, my child ; use the note, and fjrod 
speed you." 

And, pressing her hand, he instantly departed ; but hi£ 
kind offices did not stop there. The day was unusually 
fine, and -Mr. Wilson begged a holyday for his yoimg rela- 
tives, ostensibly that he might give them a drive, but really 
that Florence might have the leisure to prosecute her mis 
sion at once ; and she felt it such, for her heart swelled in 
.asking a blessing on the kind old man, though he would not 
return to her school-room to hear it. 

Anxiously yet hopefully, Florence threaded her way 
through the huge labyrinth of streets, to the parks, in the 
vicinity of which the publisher resided. The note gained 
her instant attention, and one glance sufficed for her to 
perceive that Mr. Morton was very difierent from many of 
his calling ; entering at once into the business, he candidly 
stated that poetry, unless of the very first kind, was the 
most laisaleable sort of composition, but added kindly, ** But 
of this you know we cannot judge till we have perused the 
MS. ; have you it with you ?" 

She answered in the affirmative, placing as she did so 
the work before him. He saw that her hand trembled 
and her cheek paled, and said with a smile, " Why, were 
it not for my firiend's note, I should say. Miss Leslie, that 
you yourself were the author ; we seldom see a third 
person so deeply interested. You have not been playing 
us false, have you ? and passing off as your brother's that 
^vhich is your own ?" 

*^ Indeed, sir, I have, not ; but when I know and feel 
dow completely the being of a beloved and suffering 
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brother is bound up in his glorious talent, I cannot be 
otherwise than agitated ; a very casual glance over those 
poems will convince you that no woinan^s work is there.*' 

Surprised, yet prepossessed by her unaffected earnest- 
ness, Mr. Morton, ailer some ftirther conversation, gave 
his whole attention for nearly half an hour to the MS. 
Florence tried to look at some beautiful prints which he 
had kindly placed before her; but a mist was before hei 
eyes, she could not trace a figure. 

" You are right," he said at length ; " this is no com- 
mon work. There is decided gem'us, not alone in the 
poems, but in the illustrations ; still, in the j. resent state 
of literature, even real genius has much to contend with. 
Can you call again in a few days ? Bo assured," he added, 
kindly, " I do not give you that trouble because I will not 
say iVb at once. I wish to think how I can best serve 
your brother, and to do so requires a little time." 

"With every limb trembling, every accent of her voice 
quivering, Florence poured forth her acknowledgments, 
and assuring him the trouble was nothing, the following 
Saturday was the day fixed. The intervening time seemed 
long, for Florence breathed to none the hope that would 
arise in her own breast. When she again sought Mr, 
Morton he told her that iiis opinion of her brother's genius 
had increased with every page he read ; that there was 
not ihe smallest doubt as to its ultimate success. He can- 
didl) stated that the volume was intrinsically worth much 
more than he could well afford to pay, and he thought it 
womd he bettei for the author to incur a little risk at first 
than do himself buch injustice as to part with the copy- 
right. To brmg the work out as its merits demanded 
would cost one hundred and fifty pounds. He himself 
would risk the hundred, it Mr. Leslie would risk the fifty 
pounds , the p^ffts of ihe fiist edition should be equally 
divided between them. 

We will not linger on thtj emotion of poor Florence at 
this generous offer Morton, indtdd, needed little in reply ; 
his benevolent nature was more gratified by her simple yet 
heartfelt acknowledgments than by the most eloquent 
words. He would call on her brother, he said, that their 
Bgreement might he fixed in black and white, smiling at 
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her observation that surely such a step cvinld not be ncccf* 
sary. 

" We men of business must have something more pal- 
pable than honor, my young friend ; besides I wish to 
know this glorious minded fellow. You tell me he is ill, 
80 ill that he cannot leave his couch. What Ls the matter 
with him ?" Florence's voice quivered painfully as she 
replied, but Mr. Morton's evident sympathy led her ikot 
only to relate Walter's sufierings, but her twn secret and 
long entertained wish, that he should have better medical 
advice. A gentleman had entered some liitle time before, 
and perceiving Morton was engaged, had begged him to 
continue his business with the young lady; uid, appa- 
rently on very intimate terms with the family, threw him- 
self on an easy chair and took up a book, to whi^ih, however, 
he did not give much attention. 

" And this young man is a poet, and by your account, 
Morton, no common one. I am sorry for it," was the 
quaint observation which recalled his presence ; and Flo- 
rence timidly looked the question, " Why V* 

" Because, young lady, too oflen the mind wears out 
the frame. The physician's skill is less effectual with poets 
than with any other race ; they are like the pelican feed- 
ing their offspring with their own blood, and are then sur- 
prised that we can do nothing for them." 

" Perhaps you will go with me. Sir Charles, and see if 
this young poet be as wilful as others of his crafl," re- 
joined Mr. Morton, knowing well the character of his 
visiter, and encouraged by his nod of assent. 

Florence listened bewildered* she could scarcely be- 
lieve that her wildest wishes might be realized, and that 
the object of her secret longings, the great physician, who, 
she almost believed, had, under Providence, power to avert 
death itself, would indeed visit her brother, and might 
perhaps restore him to health, as he had so mercifully been 
permitted to restore others : and Mr. Morton had led hei 
down stairs, had advised her not to tell her brother that a 
physician would accompany him, fearing to excite him, and 
had parted from her with the greatest kindness, ere she 
could collect her scattered thoughts sufficiently to arrange 
and define them. 
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CHAPTER XXm. 

THS CROSS AND CHAIN. — ^IS THERE NO HOPE? 

It 80 happened that, just at this time, Mrs. Leslie was 
staying with a very aged relation in the country ; and, for 
one reason, Florence rejoiced that she was absent. As 
soon as collected thought returned, she began to consider 
how the necessary fifly pounds could be raised with the 
least inconvenience, and without calling on her mother. 
She recollected that, from teaching and work, she and 
Mime had laid aside fifteen pounds for chance demands — 
debts they had none — and they expected in a few days a 
good price for some delicate fancy work ; still this would 
not make up half the sum. The only valuable trinkets 
she possessed were Lady St. Maur*s gifts, the cross and 
chain, the emeralds in which, she had often been told, 
were exceedingly rare and valuable ; but how could she 
part with them ? 

She saw, after his first feelings of delight, that Walter 
though he said nothing, shrunk painfully from the idea 
that it might be months before the small sum required from 
him could be paid. Had he been in health, and so enabled 
to work himself, these thoughts would have had no power ; 
but with all the torturing weakness of disease they haunted 
him night and day. Florence saw this, and acted accord 
ingly. 

About a week after this arrangement with Mr. Morton^ 
and before he called, she placed a pocket-book containing 
bank-notes to the specified amount in her brother's hands. 

" Florence !" he exclaimed, starting up, the languor of 
suffering for the moment banished. " Florence, dearest I 
how have you done this ? Oh ! dp not tell me you have 
sacrificed aught of comfort or of personal necessities — weak, 
selfish, tormenting as disease has made me, I could not 
bear such a thought — ^liow have you obtained this ?" 

" Suppose I refuse to tell you, Walter ; I think I have 
some right to enjoy my secret ; will you bo satisfied if I 
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solemnly assure you I have sacrificed nothing that war 
either of use or comfort ? some useless trinkets — " 

" Trinkets ! useless trinkets ! Ah, Florence, dearest, how 
can I hear the thought that you have parted with your 
few valuables for me !" 

" You shall give me handsomer, Waiter ; I shall expect 
a casket of gems from the earnings of your first brilliant 
successful work ; what need of them have I now ? When 
yon raise me to a higher grade, where ornaments are worn, 
you shaD return them to me." 

She spoke with a smile so fond, that her brother guessed 
not how, in parting with her only jewel of value, she felt 
as if even memory had become as powerless as hope, and 
every link between the past and present snapped forever. 

'* My work may give you them, my darling sister, but not 
Walter,'* he answered faintly; **I shall have gone to my 
long home ere these things may be." 

" Oh, do not, do not say so, Walter ; the reviving spring 
will soon be here, and relieved as your mind is of this en- 
grossing wish— oh, you will live — ^you will be spared to 
bless us all." 

He shook his head moumfiiUy, but kissed her fondly, and 
changed the subject. 

In a few days Mr. Morton and his fnend came. The 
flush of excitement burned on Walter's cheek ; his thin 
hand so trembled, he could hardly sign his name, and the 
perspiration streamed with the efibrt from his forehead 
Florence had lingered to try to read Sir Charles's opinion 
on his countenance ; but it would not change, and, unable 
to bear the deadly faintness of suspense, she glided 
from the apartment, satisfied that Minie would supply her 
place 

" You are really premature, my good friend," Mi 
Morton said, as after a lengthened conversation full of the 
deepest interest and conifort to Walter, he gave the pocket 
book, and Morton looked on its ccnitents with surprise 
" There would have been time enough for this, when the 
book was in print, and circulating. You had better keep 
this money for little luxuries which an invalid like yourseli 
must need." 

Walter paused a moment, then saying, " Minie, dear, J 
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wish you '\yould look in my room for the hook I wanted 
to show Mjr. Morton. Florence will tell you where it is" 
He waited till she left the room, then laying his hand on 
Mr. Morton's arm, said impressively—-** Mr. Morton, that 
hour I shall never see ; let me, then, have the happiness, 
the relief of feeling that I die leaving no debt as a 
burden on my poor family ; do not refuse it. My own, in 
truth, it is not, for my devoted sisters have compelled me 
to accept it for this purpose, simply to relieve my mind of 
the load that weighed upon it : take it, and I shall feel 
that I have not an individual care. Your assurance, that 
in time it must succeed, removes all fear for my sister? ; 
their generous love will be repaid." 

Much afiected, Morton pressed his hand, and entreated 
him to set his mind at rest, and not to dwell on such 
gloomy fancies — he was sure they had no foundation. If 
Florence had still been in the room, she would not have 
watched Sir Charles's expressive coimtenance in vain ; a 
mournful interest first removed the unimpassioned calm ; 
then strong emotion, and finally he rose from his seat and 
strode to the window. Recalled by Morton's question if 
he could not prescribe for Mr. Leslie, to prevent such a 
constant recurrence of excitement ; he asked no question, 
but hastily wrote a prescription, saying as he did so 

" This will calm, I wish I could say cure, young man ; 
change your ardent temperament, your throbbing brain, 
for the matter of fact, the imimpassioned, and health 
may return." 

" Change I" responded Walter, clasping his hands with 
strong emotion — " change ! — become like the crowd — 1,he 
hireling herd — ^that know no emotion but interest, no love 
but for gold — ^with no vision of beauty, of truth, of good ! 
No, no ; better twenty years of sufiering body with 
mental joy, than seventy of such health and such ex- 
istence. I would not change !" 

But though Florence could not summon sufficient 
courage to remain while the interview, lasted, suspense 
became so intolerable that she felt as if the most dreaded 
reality could be better borne. Hardly knowing her own 
intentions, she waited in a little sitting-room below, till 
tboy descended; then springing forward, she caught hold 
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of Sir Charles's hand, and looked up in his faco witlt 
cheeks and lips perfectly blanched, and every efibrt to 
speak died away in indistinct murmurs. Only too well 
Accustomed to such painful scenes, the physician gently 
led her within the parlor and closed the door ; the action 
recalled voice, and she gasped forth — 

" Oh ! is there not hope ? will you not save him ? Tell 
me he will not die I" 

" My good young lady, life and death are not in the 
hands of man ; yet it were cruel, unwisely cruel, to give 
you hope. Your brother's mind has been his poison — ^1 
dare not tell you — ^he may live." 

" But he will linger — ^he may be spared us many years 
yet," persisted Florence, in the wild accents of one deter- 
mined against belief. " It cannot be that he will go now — 

Bo young — ^so ^but forgive me," she added, wh«n the 

hysterical sobs gave way, " tell me, I am better now — I 
can bear it — I ought to know, for my poor mother's sake, 
how lon'g we may call him ours ?'* 

The reply was given kindly and carefully ; but what 
language, what gentleness may soften the bitter anguish 
of such words ? Florence heard, and yet she sank not. 
She bade farewell to those kind friends ; she saw them go, 
but still she stood as if thought, sense, life itself were 
frozen ; and then she rushed up the stairs into her own 
room, secured the door, and sinking on her knee& buried 
hex face in the bed-clothes, and her slight frame shook 
Deneath its agony 

Another hour, and thsit suffering girl was seated by her 
brother's couch, holding his hand in hers, and with a 
maible cheek, but faint sweet smile, listening to and sym- 
pathising in his lovely dreams of fameif And such is 
woman, — ^her tears are vdth her God, her smile with 
man ; the heart may break, and who shall know it ?j 

Mr. Morton had suggested a frontispiece as an improve- 
ment to his book, and Walter's evfery energy now turned 
to the composition of a picture from which the print might 
be engraven. He had resolved not to put his name to 
the publication, and therefore felt that a group entitled 
"The Poet's Home," couii convey no identity; and he 
commenced his task with an ardor and enjoyment 
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uangely at Yoriance with the prostrating languor of disease. 
Wlif> that has watched the workings of the mind and spirit. 
as the human irame decays, can doubt our immortality ? 
How can the awlul creed of materialism exist with the 
view ui that bright hght of mind shining purer and brighter, 
with every hour that brings death nearer ? Life may afibrd 
matter ioT the skeptic and the materialist to weave their 
learfiil theories upon, though we know not how it can ; but 
let such loolc on the approach of sure yet lingering death, 
and how will they retain them then ? 



■4 » » 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

THE poet's home. — ^HE DIES. 

" News ! joyful news, Florence, I am so glad that you 
have come at length," was Minie Leslie's gleesome greeting 
to her sister, on her return from her daily duty about the 
middle of the month of April. " How tired you look ! I 
do wish you would let me go for you sometimes ;" and she 
insisted on removing Florence's bonnet and shawl, and 
* forced her to sit down. Florence was indeed weary and 
dispirited, weighed down by the thought that every morn- 
ing she lefl home might be her last to look on her brother. 
How little did her employers know the burden that she bore, 
looking on her as an inanimate, harmless girl, well suited 
for her daily toil, and nothing more ! But weary as she 
was, she met Minie's fond kiss with one as fond, and a smile 
as sweet. 

" And what is this joyous news, Minie, dear ? Do not 
play with my curiosity too long. ' 

" Listen, Flory, you shall have it in aU the pompous lan- 
guage of the aristocratic Morning Post," and taki:ig up the 
paper, she read in mock heroic tones — 

" We are truly . rejoiced to state that the Rt. Hon. 
Edmund Baron St. Maur, and his beautiful and accom- 
plished lady, with their suite, are confidently expected to. 
arrive in England the first week in May : the noble Lord's 
health, we understand, is so perfectly re-established, 
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tbat no danger is apprehended from his permanent ren* 
dence in his native country. We have heard it whispered 
that for his beneficial exertions in the courts of Italy and 
Paris, and other diplomatic services, an Earldom will be 
granted him, a dignity seldom so well deserved. For hii 
lady we have only to state, that the extraordinary beauty 
of the Lady Ida YiUiers has not yet faded £rom the minds 
of her countrymen, and that the united testimony of the 
Italian and French Courts would inform us, if she have lost 
the charms of girlhood, she has acquired others more 
dazzling still." 

" Now, I should very much like to know who put that 
pufi*in. How Lady St. Maur would laugh at it herself! 
But is it not delightful she is coming home ?" 

Florence did not answer, she was leaning over her bro- 
ther d couch, and thinking ; oh, what a bright stream oi 
thought came leaping and sparkling over her mind, csLTryiag 
it back with the visions it brought. She felt her brother's 
arm thrown round her, and that simple action deprived her 
of all self-control ; her head sunk on his bosom, and she 
burst into tears. 

Minie was bewildered, her simple guilelessness could not 
enter into her sister's feelings, nor did Mrs. Leslie's gentle 
explanation succeed in convincing her that any thing like 
loss of fortune and a lower station could or ought to afiect 
friendship. In vain were all her mother's representa- 
tions of the customs of society ; its converiances we should 
say, if a French word may be permitted. She pe^stea 
that in this case they had no weight, and ended by de- 
claring, that if she were mistaken, and Lady St. Maur made 
no exertion to renew her kindness, she would take care how 
she loved oj trusted beyond the hallowed circle of her own 
home. 

Walter continued to work at his cherished picture as 
perseveringly as his waning strength allowed. It repre- 
sented the interior of a cottage room well remembered by 
Florence, as that of her dearly loved home in Devonshire . 
a glow as from a brilliantly setting sun, streamed through 
the large French window which opened on a view of hiU 
and wood, and distant ocean ; . a couch the draperies ol 
which weU harmonized with the lights and sLadows oi 
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the back ground, stjood as drawn forward, that the breeze 
of evening might play upon its occupant, in whose languid 
&ame, and attenuated, but most striking features, Walter 
had thrown the characteristic likeness of himself: close 
at his side, employed in arranging flowers in a vase upon 
a table near them, he had placed Florence ; near them, on 
ber own arm-chair, with one hand laid fondly on the rich 
golden hair of her younger girl, was his mother — a beau- 
tiful likeness — ^for the son loiew so well the character oi 
his mother, no marvel the artist could not fail. Minie's 
guitar was in her lap, one hand carelessly sweeping its 
strings, while her head was thrown back, and her beaming 
countenance looked up in her mother's face with her own 
arch mischief-loving smile. The pencil of the artist 
lingered on these lovely forzns, as if each day that whis- 
pered his own departure nearer, bound them closer to his 
heart, and he sought indelibly to join his form and face 
with theirs, leaving them one fond enduring trace ere he 
passed away for ever. 

May came with her sweet flowers and reviving breath ; 
even the environs of the huge metropolis looked smiling 
in summer, and the air came heated with one flood of 
warmth and light from the cloudless sun. The season 
was unusually hot, and Florence, almost to her surprise, 
felt her daily walks far more wearisome and exhausting 
than they had been in the winter. With the heat, Walter's 
feverish restlessness increased, oflen bringing temporary 
delirium ; but his fancies even then were full of poetry, 
and love, and hope ; and in those hours of suflering, the 
preoonce of Florence seemed so to soothe him that even 
when his fancy wandered, he was still conscious of her 
presence. It was not very remarkable that her health 
began visibly to fail, though so great was her meek en- 
durance, her silent energy, that still uncomplaining she 
struggled on, only praying that while Walter needed her 
care she might not fail. 

And those nights, though exhausting to the frame, were 
often thrice blessed in their commiinings with a spirit so 
soon about to seek that blissful bourne from whence no 
traveller returns ; when not disabled by fever, his converse 
Was all of heaven, as if its glory and its blessedness were 
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already fully revealed, and as she listened to him, Florence 
felt as if those words were inspired to be her comfort 
hereafter. 

" There was a time I feared to die for your sakes, my 
beloved ones," he said, in a one of these communings ; *' but 
my God hath been so merciful, my Florence. His spirit 
hath come to remove these doubts, and lead me to put my 
whole trust in Him, who my mother first taught me would 
provide. Oh ! what a blessing has her rehgion been to 
me in this trial ! Tell her this when I am gone ; she 
cannot bear it now, but it will soothe her then ; tell her 
the prayers she taught my infant Hps return, when fever 
prevents all other, and I know that they are heard, they 
bring such peace." 

•* And have you no wish,. my Walter V* 

** I have no earthly wish, my Florence ; my soul de- 
parts, my frame will crumble to its parent dust, but the 
aspirations of mind remain ; my longing for the good, the 
beautiful, the infinite, will all be filled in heaven ; f>.nd I 
have no wish, save to linger tiU my last fond task is done, 
and perhaps another — ^but it is such folly — " 

" Tell it me, dear Walter." 

" Let them lay me where grass and flowers may grow 
above me, Florence ; do not let them cover my grave with 
the cold flag-stones that mark the city tombs — 'tis an idle 
wish, yet it haunts me. I would rather that children's 
feet should press the turf, and tiny hands pluck the flowers, 
than stony walls surround me ; and let them stamp upon 
the head-stone simple words, no labored epitaph, only 
that I felt my father loved me, and so he called me to his 
throne." 

And Florence promised ; and though her heart was full 
of tears, she could not weep. Many scenes of life are 
holy — the early mom, the twilight hour, the starry night, 
the rolling storm, the hymn of thousands £:om the sacred 
fane, the marriage rite, or funeral dirge ; but none more 
holy than the chamber of the dying, lingering beside a 
departing spirit, seeming as if already the angel shone 
above the mortal, waiting but the eternal summons to 
wing his flight on high. 

One evening Walter's couch had been drawn near the 
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open casement, which looked into the garden at the back 
of the house; and even the dusty green and scentless 
flowers, peculiar to the environs of London, were grateful 
to the poet. He was propped up with pillows, and his 
hand was yet busy on the canvas, giving the last touches 
to his picture. 

All was completed but the figure of Minie, who was 
sitting in the required attitude ; but it was well he had 
not waited till that moment to give the joyous express^n 
he so much loved. 

An hour passed, and no movement, no sound disturbed 
that little party : the hand of the artist moved languidly, 
but still it moved, and the concluding touches started into 
life beneath it. Sometimes his eyes would close, and then 
after a brief interval of rest, re-open to look upon his task. 

Florence had not yet returned, having gone out of her 
<vay to purchase some fresh flowers, as was her custom 
every third day, in spite of Walter's remonstrances : the 
intense delight which they always gave him was too 
idsible to permit any cessation of the indulgence : that 
she deprived herself of many little necessaries, and, ex- 
hausted and weary, never rode to her pupils, that she 
might save to purchase luxuries for him, he never knew. 
She often recalled Emily Melford's horror of exertion, and 
half smiled at the widely different meanings that word 
bore in their respectivd vocabularies : but a bitter feelmg 
mingled with the smile at her own credulity in Emily's 
profession of interest and regard ; from the day she had 
sought her to the present moment, a full year, she had 
rested as silent and indifferent as before. 

As Florence came within sight of the bay windows of 
her house, she fancied that she could distinguish the figure 
of Walter, looking down the road, as if watching her re- 
turn. She was surprised, because, since his increasing 
illness, they had changed their apartment from the ftont 
to the back sitting-room, in order to give him more quiet 
and fresh air than the dusty road afforded. What he 
could be doing there she could not conceive, for even if 
ho were anxious for her return and wished to watch for 
her, he surely had not sufficient strength to walk firom one 
ipoom to another, and there remain standing so that she 
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eould distin^ish his full figure. Hope flashed on her heart 
that lie was better. Some extraordinary change must have 
taken place, and he might yet live ! Oh, what a sudden 
thrill came with that fond thought ! and she hurried* almost 
ran the intervening space. Breathless she entered the 
house, and sprang up the staircase. 

" What, settled again so soon at your drawing, dearest 
Walter, and only a minute ago I saw you beckoning me 
from the next room-r-how could you stand there so long?" 

Mrs. Leslie put her finger on her lips — ** You have it en 
strangely deceived, my love, Walter has- not quitted this 
room nor this posture for some hours. Come sofUy, I think 
he sleeps." 

No word, no cry passed the lips of Florence, although 
a pang, sharp as if every drop of blood were turned to ice, 
cimiled through her frame. She knew she was not de- 
ceived. As surely as she now looked on him, she felt she 
had seen him smile, as if to bid her hasten home, not ten 
minutes before, and with a fleet and noiseless step she stood 
beside him. The pencil was still within his hand, but it 
moved no longer on the canvas — the eyes were closed, the 
lips were parted : she bent do'v^n her head and pressed her 
lips upon his brow — ^it was marbly cold. 

" Walter !" she shrieked, for in that dread moment she 
knew not what she did. " Walter — ^my brother — speak to 
me — ^look on me again I" 

For a moment sh^ stood as if waiting for the look, the 
voice she called ; then, pressing her hands wildly to her 
brow, sought to collect thought, energy, control, for her 
poor mother's sake — ^but all, all failed — ^and for the first 
time in her life, she sunk down in a deep and deathlike 
swoon. 



■♦-♦-♦- 



CHAPTER XXV. 

THE BETUEN TO ENGLAKD. — ^A HAPPY WU'E. — THi: FAMILY 

MEETING. 

That same evening, nay the same hour, which shook 
firom its mourning pinions such heavy sorrow on thAt 
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lowly home, came radiant with sunshine and glee, and the 
voice oi mirth and song and welcome, to Loid Edgemere'a 
stately mansion in St. James's. 

Lord and Lady St. Maur had that day arrived in Eng- 
land, and Lord Edgemere, with his usual hospitality, hsid 
invited every relative or connection on either side, to give 
them welcome. There were very many to whom Lord 
and Lady St. Maur had to he introduced, for hirths and 
marriages had multiplied the circle; nor were their own 
three lovely children less ohjects of attraction than them- 
selves. 

Surely if there he real joy on earth, it is found in the 
hour of meeting — alloy, indeed, it must have, fcr few are 
the hearts on whom five years may pass and leave no 
trace ; but to Lady St. Maur it was perfect as earth can 
make it. She had left England anxious and sorrowing ; 
not knowing even if the beloved one, to whom she had 
pledged her maiden heart, might even then be spared to 
claim her as his own. 

She returned a happy wife, a doting mother — ^not a 
death had snatched away one whom she had left behind, 
and the hour of meeting was not one to call up the cold 
doubt and dark mistrust as to the permanence and truth oi 
the professions which it elicited. Single-hearted, truthful, 
the very child of nature herself, Lady St. Maur felt only 
happiness, rejoicing in seeing again around her familiar 
faces, and yet more familiar things. The very pride, the 
very coldness for which she had been so often blamed, 
when her engagement had been the theme of every 
tongue, were now no longer visible ; and some there were 
who could scarcely have recognised in the Baroness St. 
Maur the Lady Ida Yilliers of former years. 

"So, I am to be one of the family, though claiming 
not the tenth part of a Scotch cousinship with any one 
here present," was the bluff greeting of Sir Charles 
Brashleigh, as he entered. "Lord Edgemere, you are 
always kind, but to-night kinder than ever. Where's 
the rebel whom I exiled five years ago ? Baron St. Maur, 
stand forth ! Hey, what, do you mean to impose yoursell 
on me for my patient> young man ? Pshaw ! you are in 
far too good condition fi)r me to claim acquaintance with 
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you/' lie continued, laughing, as Lord St. MaiHi liia 
mother, and wife hastened from their respective circlet 
and crowded round him. 

"Indeed, Sir Charles, instead of rebellious, I claim a 
reward for submission, patience, and a whole host of saintly 
virtues," was the joyous reply. " Here have I been per- 
fectly well for three full years, and yet in simple obedience 
to your command, remained in Italy, when my whole heart 
was in my own country." 

"Ida is extrei!nely obliged to you, Edmund," mis- 
chievously interposed Alfred Melford. " So much so," said 
Lady Ida, " that I will expose him. Sir Charles, give 
him no particle of credit for obedience ; ne has been quite 
as impatient, and rebellious, and disloyal as you can pos- 
sibly fancy : it is only to me and Lsidy Helen that your 
praise is in any way due." 

"Is it so, fair lady? Your lord does look somewhat 
guilty, I must confess. However, as he has brought me 
back some pound or two more of flesh, and a proper 
shade of color, we will be merciful, and pronounce that, 
voluntarily or not, he has kept the term of exile weU. 
Lady Helen, Italy has been tiie elixir of life to you. If 
I want to grow young, I will go there too. Lady St. 
Maur, by the way, I believe six or seven years ago you 
and I were sworn foes ; are we friends now ? Now, do 
not look so prettily bewildered ; there was a time when a 
fair girl wanted to marry a dying man, and sacrifice her 
bloom and her joy in nursing him, and I, like a monster 
of cruelty, placed my ban upon it, and under Providence 
saved both. Am I forgiven? I do not think we ever 
shook hands at parting." 

" Now I will return good for evil, Sir Charles, and pray 
you to forgive her," answered her husband fondly, as Lady 
St. Maur phiced both hands in those of Sir Charles, and 
looked up in his face without speaking, save through her 
gUstening eyes. 

" If you knew how often she has repented her injustice, 
and spoken of your skill, as, under Heaven, the author 
of her joy." 

" There then is the kiss of peace," replied Sir Char!es, 
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suiting the action to the word, and bending his lips to her 
brow, adding joyously, "Yon are a happy fellow, Edmund ! 
but where are your children ? Ah ! Lady Helen is bringing 
them. How strange that grandmammas think of those 
things more than mammas !'' And after playj^y caressing 
them he continued, " Lady St. Maur, as your husband 
left his heart in England, though you were by his side, 
has the ddce far niente, of Italy, retained any part ol 
yours ?'* 

" Not the hundreth part of a particle. Sir Oharbs. 1 
have been too happy not to love Italy ; but give me Eng- 
land for a home." 

" Well, if I could be transported to Italy without any 
trouble, its dolce far nieMe must be heaven upon earth." 
said Emily Melford, so gravely, and with so deep a sigh, 
as to cause a burst of laughter round her. Sir Charles^ 
Brashleigh singled her out on the i|istant, and greeted her 
by a mock heroic bow. 

"The honorable Miss Emily Melford absolutely trans- 
planted from the blue and buff chaise hngite of Belgrave 
Square ! Young lady, I give you all the joy you will take 
the trouble to receive. What miracle has wrought this 
change ?" 

Lady St. Maur looked at him, surprised, and going to 
the sofa where her cousin sat. put her arm affectionately 
round her. 

"Not very wonderful. Sir Charles, considering Emily 
has not seen me so long. I find nothing very remarkable 
about her except " 

" Except that she is looking better and stouter than 
when you left," interrupted the physician slyly. 

" Sir Charles, good looks are not always the criterion of 
good health," answered Emily, pettishly. " That you do 
not consider me worthy of your attention, is no proof I do 
not require medical care — you will do nothing for me." 

" Because my good young lady, you can do more for 
yourself, and I never take fees where I cannot cure. As 
tor the dolce far niente of Italy, you need not go so far to 
find it, for I rather believe it is discoverable in a certain 
boudoir in Belgrave-square." 
7 
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" Emily, how can you let Sir Charles laugh at you in 
this manner ?" exclaimed her brother ; " I would rather 
go work six hours in every twelve." 

"Do you not know, Frederick, Emily is proverbially 
good natured, and would not interrupt any body's amuse- 
ment, even at her own expense ?" 

" You should rather admire than blame me, Mary *' 

" So I do, my dear I I like everybody to be happy in 
their own way.'' 

** Happy I Do you mean to tell me I ani happy, 
Mary?" 

" Indeed, I know no person who ought to be happier 
than yourself, Emily. My dear Ida, you look as if you 
did not understand tjiis at all — ^you will learn all in time." 

" I hope I shall, Mary," she replied, laughing ; " but 
what is the matter with Emily, and why is she the imi- 
ver&al object of attack ?" 

" Because nobody chooses to believe I am ill, Ida ; but . 
never mind me for the present !" 

Lady St. Maur looked earnestly at her cousin ; and 
that look recalled former years, when, in spite of many 
follies, Emily would have shrunk with horror from the 
selfishness, the indolence, of which she had now become 
the unresisting victim. 

"What can keep Frank Howard so late?" observed 
Lord Edgemeve, as a pause in the conversation around 
him permitted the remark. " Henry, did you tell him we 
expected him?" 

His son replied in the affirmative, and Lord St. Maur 
inquired — 

" By the way, Frank is in the house, is he not "^ Has 
he distinguished himself?" 

* Truly, yes ; an eloquent impassioned youngster, I 
understand, who carries all along with him." 

"I am glad of it, he is so peculiarly situated from 
tho misanthropy and cold selfishness of lus father, that I 
have quite felt for him. It is hard upon a young man 
to have no friend, no relative interested im his pubhc 
career." 

" Friends, St, Maur ! why he has gained as many aa 
Lord Qlcnvylle's strange conduct lpst»" 
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" Is Glenvylle still as complete a cynic as he was ir< 
Paris?" 

" If possible, more so ; he seems to hold converse with 
none but his steward, except when he takes the fancy of 
holding a solemn dinner, which defend me from ever at- 
tending again." 

" And can any one explain the mystery about nim ; 
who was he?" 

'* In his youth, I believe, merely a private gentleman's 
Bon, and a great spendthrift, squandering money, and I 
fancy reputation, on the continent, till he became a dis- 
grace to his name, and his father nearlv ruined himse' f in 
changing it." 

" How does he treat his son, kindly ?" 

" I really cannot tell ; but I fancy, capriciously ; some- 
times a father, sometimes a tyrant, according to his mood. 
Frank does not want for money, or any of the appurte- 
nances of his station, though Glenvylle is mean and mi- 
serly to himself, and as for uttering one word regarding 
his father, except in terms of the deepest respect, I believe 
he would rather die. Where Frank's warmth of heart 
and ingenuousness sprang from, I cannot fancy." 

" Perhaps from his mother. Who was she?" 

•• One of the Duke of Beaumont's daughters ; she died 
soon after Frank's birth. People have whispered of a 
broken heart, from discoveries made by her husband when 
he was under the temporary delirium of fever." 

Unwilling to make this conversation general, Lord St. 
Maur turned it into a more desultory channel ; and not 
long afterwards, young Howard made his appearance, even 
more animated than usual. 

" I suppose. Master Frank, as you saw us two years ago 
in Rome, you have made no maimer of exertion to wel- 
come us to England ? I am half inclined not to speak to 
you," said Lady St. Maur, sportively, as after warmly 
greeting her husband, he eagerly advanced towards her. 
" You have not the shadow of an excuse ; the House does 
not meet to-night ; and even if it did, we arrived here 
early enough for you to have greeted us five hours ago. 
Do you deserve my mercy?" 

" I will bear any sentence your ladyship may pronounce/ 



152 woman's fiiik:n dship. 

replied the young man gayly, ** if on hearing my tale yju 
still deem it deserved. I would not gratify myself by see- 
ing you, till I could bring my sovereign's greetings in addi- 
tion to my own. I have been in and out the Herald's office 
the whole day, to the no small amioyance of its worthy 
functionaries ; and only now obtained what I wanted. 
Here, Melford, read out for the good of the public," he 
added joyously, throwing the Gazette into Alfred Melford'a 
outstretched hand ; "and to you, my Lord," he said, giving 
a large sealed packet to Lord St. Maur, " my office is to 
present this. Never say that her Majesty knows not how 
to discern merit and reward it, but cry God bless the Glueen, 
and long life to the Earl and Countess St. Maur." 



-♦"^ 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

EXCUSES FOR INDOLENCE. — THE FRIEND SEEKS HER FRIEND. 

For several weeks a complete whirl of gayety absorbed 
the time of the newly-created Earl and Countess. It was 
not only the very height of the London season, when levee* 
and drawing-rooms continually recurring compelled theii 
attendance, but their long absence from England occa- 
sioned a wider round of visiting than was customary even 
to the gayest of the aristocracy. Friends, relatives, 
family connections, all poured in upon them with hospi- 
tality and proffered kindness ; and yet with all this the 
Earl found time to attend not only to his new office in the 
royal cabinet, but to literary pursuits, and yet have his 
children with him for two or three hours in the day as 
usual ; ana Lady St. Maur found leisure to read, as was 
her invariable custom, with her husband — ^that is to say, 
to read what he read, to make extracts from black-lettered 
folios, if he had not time, and withal attend to her chil- 
dren; delighting in giving her little girls those first in- 
structions which many mothers leave to hirelings. She 
had time too to enter into the interests of all her friends, to 
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perceive with real regret the state of nervous irritability 
into which Emily Melford had fallen ; and more, stiU 
to think of and long to know something certain con- 
cerning the young girl who had so interested her just 
before she had quitted England. The belief that 
Florence did not write that extraordinary letter, and that 
in consequence she had some secret enemy, had gained 
such powerful influence over Lady St. Maur's mind, that, 
though never spoken, she could not shake it off. But 
how to obtain this information? In the midst of hei 
gayeties, her domestic pleasures, her many claims, still 
she found herself repeatedly thinking of Flc/rence, and 
turning over every scheme, practicable or impracticable, 
for discovering her, without, however, any prospect of 
success ; till one morning, about two months after her 
arrival in England, Alfred Melford casually mentioned his 
having seen her former favorite Florence Leslie, the 
year previously, but so altered I 

"Altered;" repeated Lady St. Maur; "if you could 
only find her for me, Alfred, I should be very grateful." 

" I wish I could, cousin mine ; but I do not know how. 
I am sure she needed friends, poor girl ! and Emily might 
have served her, if she had not thought so much ol 
trouble." 

" I really do not know what you mean, Alfred," replied 
his sister, languidly. " "Would you have had me go about 
inquiring who among my fidends wanted a governess, for 
one of whom, after all, I know so little ?" 

" A governess I" repeated the Countess, in painful 
Burprise. " Emily, why did you not tell me this ? I have 
more than once asked you lately if you knew any thing ol 
her, and you have always answered in the negative." 

" Because I do not know any thing of her now ; it ia 
ages ago since she called at our house to know if we 
would recommend her, as she was obliged to teach ; and 
€f course I thought you must know that." 

"Know it! how?" 

" Why, did she not correspond with you ?" 

" I told you I had not heard from her for some time \ 
«he never answered my letter to her on her father's death." 

" Because she never received it," interposed Alfred 
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*' Emily carelessly mislaid it for so long, that when it wai 
found she destroyed it as useless. I advised her to teU 
you, which of course she never did. And woidd you be- 
lieve it ? she heard of a situation which would exactly 
have suited poor Florence, and which the simple exertion 
of taking a ten minutes' drive would have secured her, 
and yet she would not make the exertion to obtain it." 

" Well, what can it signify ; she has a situation, and 
what more could I have done for her ? I told her I should 
be glad to see her whenever she liked to come ; and as 
she never has come, I suppose she does not care enough 
about us." 

" Nonsense, Emily ! very likely a girl of Miss LesHe*s 
sensitiveness should come forward to seek our acquaint- 
ance, with such an indefinite invitation !" angrily re- 
sponded Melford. 

" You ' have a wonderful knowledge of Miss Leslie's 
character, -Alfred;" retorted Emily, maUciously. "Any 
one would suppose her pale face and pensive smile had 
made an extraordinary impression." 

" Emily, you are a fool !" he began, but, softened by 
the Comitess's beseeching " Alfred !" added more qui- 
etly — " A face paled by evident anxiety and suffering, and 
a smile so changed from its joyousness, could not fail of 
making an impression." 

" Is she indeed so altered ?" inquired Lady St. Maur. 
"But do you know why she was obliged to go out? I 
kne^f Mr. Leslie was not rich, but I fancied his children 
provided for." ^ 

" So perhaps they might have been, but I beheve 
some unfortunate lawsuit, which Mr. Leslie did not 
live to complete, ruined them ; but I must go. I wish 
you could convince Emily that, however she may think 
indolence no sin in itself, it, occasions the commission of 
too many to be disregarded ; and there is the first moral 
axiom my giddy brain ever threw into words. Fearing 
my next speech should counteract it, good-by." 

" He is exceedingly annoying ; I wonder what has come 
over him ?" observed his sister on his departure. " Any 
»ne would think he was turning saint." 

" Why ? ^ecause he happened to say the truth ? Alfred 
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has excellent feelings and high religious principles, 
though, happily for himself, he can conceal them from 
those who would laugh him out of them." 

" Do you mean to say that he is right, then ? I often 
console myself with the idea, that by not going out I es- 
cape from those fashionable follies which so many make 
the sum of their existence.'* 

" You have tried the school of comparative solitude for 
the last two years,- my dear Emily ; but tell me, are you 
the same happy, mirthful being you were when I left 
England?" 

For a few minutes Emily paused, touched by Ida*s 
affectionate tone, and then with a sudden burst of natural 
feeling, she exclaimed — 

" Ida, I will answer you, for I believe you are my tiuest 
friend ; and perhaps if you had never left me, I should 
scarcely have sunk so low as I am now. I am miserable. 
I feel chained down by a dead weight which I cannot cast 
aside. I have no energy, no power, and must remain a 
useless burden for the remainder of my days." 

"Do not say so, Emily; but tell me what first induced 
you to fly the world." 

" Oh ! it is not worth your hearing. Do you remember 
my telling you I meant to throw off all restraint, from 
having had thirteen years of school discipline, and seek 
only my own pleasure ? I see you do, ard also your own 
prophetic answer — ^for literally I am one of the most dis- 
agxeeable, selfish beings in the universe. Well, I adhered 
to my words — ^I read nothing but the lightest and most 
frivolous novels ; did nothing but make and receive visits. 
I thought the weeks horribly long, and insufierably dull, 
if one night passed without a party. I danced, flirted, 
waltzed, with little cessation through the season. I had 
many disagreeable entanglements, but still there was ex- 
citement in getting out of them ; and then I fancied that I 
loved three or four times, and one, the last, heigho ! if he 
had but been rich, I might have been a difierent being ; 
£>r the poor fellow did love me, and I did not treat him 
well — ^but that has little to do with my story. I mingled 
only with the heartless, the cold, the worldly ; all that 
appeared good I believed to be hypocrisy. I do not 
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know now what stopped me in this headlong careey; 
perhaps it was hearing that the — the — ^young man to 
whom I referred just now, and whom my coquetry and ill- 
usage had compelled to exchange his regiment for one 
going to India, was drowned on his passage ; hut I awoke 
as from a hideous dream — all my past excitement looked 
like grinning shadows. I seemed to he standing on a 
precipice, overhanging a gulf of perdition, into which 
hut one step more would plunge me everlastingly, and I 
shuddered and turned hack ! hut with a shock so violent 
that I inwardly vowed never to enter such scenes again. 
Of course the fever of excitement ended in hodily ex- 
haustion, and its horrihle void; for I was never very 
strong, and then I imagined myself ill, and it was a good 
excuse for changing my mode of life, and so I encouraged 
it till I really had no power to do otherwise. And now 
you know my whole story, and you must see that I have 
more excuse for indolence and solitude than most people 
have." 

" You have indeed told me a sad story, Emily ; hut I 
cannot come to the same conclusion. Why, to escape from 
faults of commission, do you run headlong into those of 
omission and neglect? Why not rather seek hetter and 
nohler sources of enjoyment and exertion ?" 

" Where can I find them ? I do think unmarried 
women the most useless, miserahle heings in existence ! 
they have no call for exertion, nothing to interest them." 

" Have you lost all the power of affection, Emily ?" 

" My dear Ida, surely now you do not speak with youi 
usual wisdom. What can mamma or papa want w'th 
me ? what can I do for them, or even feel for them, to fill 
up this craving void ? And as for Georgiana, really she 
would laugh at the idea of my requiring her affection, oi 
feeling any for her. Friend ! there is no such thing in the 
London world." 

" For heaven's sake, my dear Emily, do not make such 
sweeping assertions. If you are herett of common feeling, 
of course my arguments can have little weight ; hut 
you might have made a friend — ^Florence." 

" Do not speak of Florence, Ida — I would not have. 
Alfred know it hecause he torments me quite enough ; hut 
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[ will tell you that her note, though it simply thanked my 
intended kindness, and said she no longer needed it, caused 
such painful feelings that I destroyed it, for I could not bear 
to think of, or look at it." 

" And you have no remembrance at all of her address ?" 

" No ; but I think I kept the name and address of the 
lady with whom she said she was going to reside ; for while 
the stinging self-reproach lasted, I thought if I heard of any 
thing more advantageous I would write to her ; but that idea 
of course only lasted till conscience was silenced, two days 
afterwards. How you, with all your new interests and 
afiections, can have still time and inclination to bestow a 
thought on one whom you knew so short a time, I cannot 
understand ; you certainly are an extraordinary jierson. I 
wish I were more like you, but I was not so constituted ; I 
cannot help my nature." 

How many there are in the world like Emily Melford, 
who never fail to drown the still small voice of conscience 
by the consoling reflection, it is not themselves but their 
constitution at fault ; that they cannot help themselves, 
and therefore make no exertion so to do. 

For a wonder, Emily kept her promise. The following 
morning came Mrs. Kussel's direction, and the Countess 
wrote immediately, requesting to know if a young lady of 
the name of Florence Leslie still resided with Mrs. Russel, 
as governess ; or if she had left, she would feel really obliged 
for any information concerning her which Mrs. Kussel could 
bcFtow. 



4.^^ 



CHAPTER XXVn. 

TO FBOVE INNOCENCE AND RELIEVE SUFFEBINa IS NOT A NEEDLESS 

EXERTION. 

Several days elapsed before Lady St. Maur received anj 
answer to her note, and when the reply did come, it con 
tained little satisfactory. 

" Mrs. Russel's compliments to the Countess St. Mathr 
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and begs to inform her ladyship that a young person of 
the name of Florence Leslie did reside with her a fe^ 
months, as governess ; but having discovered she had 
Deen grossly deceived, and that the person in question 
was very unfit for such a responsible situation, Mrs. 
Russel was compelled to dismiss her directly, and knows 
nothing more concerning her or her family." 

This WAS such a strong confirmation of previous reports, 
that Lady St. Maur's secret hopes fell ; yet stiil she was 
not satisfied, and while sitting in painfal perplexity. Lady 
Mary Yilliers and Alfired Melford chanced to call in. 
" What is the matter, Ida ? Anxiety in the TJj^er House, 
yclept the nursery ? Any of the ls[dies or lords there not 
as well as their mamma thinks they ought to be ?" was 
the former's lively greeting, which the Countess answered 
by putting Mrs. RusseFs note in her hand, adding with 
a smile, " I am not at all the fancifiil mamma you would 
make me, Mary ; my children are all well, and I value the 
blessing rather too thankfully to alloy it by imagining them 
otherwise without just cause." 

" And yet you worry yourself about such a trifle as this. 
My dear Ida, I shaU hate the very name of Florence Leslie, 
if it is to annoy you in this manner ! What can she be 
to you that you cannot dismiss her firom your mind, be- 
lieving her, as everybody else does, no longer worthy of 
your regard ? This note does but confirm what you already 
know." 

"What can you possibly mean?" exclaimed Melford 
indignantly. " Florence Leslie \m worthy of Ida's regard ? 
She IS no more unworthy of it than I am, if as much 
What can you mean ?" 

They told him, but he was only the more indignant. 
** It is all some specious lie — ^I beg your pardon, Ida, for 
the word — ^I have seen Miss Leslie later than either of 
you, and I would stake my reputation that no more sin or 
shame lies on that heart than on either of those I have the 
honor of now addressing. Go yourself to this Mrs. 
Russel, Ida ; I dare say she has invented this tale to ex- 
cuse her dismissal of poor Florence, because she was toe 
good for hw." 
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" Strange then it should so exactly agree with the pre- 
vious rumors,'* replied Lady Mary, who, without any 
malice or envy, had yet some secret jealously that such an 
unknown person should have any part of her friend's in- 
terest or regard. " What good can Ida's taking so much 
trouble do, except to annoy her yet more ?" 

"Lady Mary, you are too prejudiced for me. My 
cousin Ida will not give up this poor girl without sufficient 
cause. Go to Mrs. Eussel, Ida, make her tell you more 
particulars ; or if you do not like to do so, authorize me, 
and I will get out the truth, you may depend." 

" Thank you, my good cousin, but I ^mH go myself. My 
dear Mary, do not look so much annoyed; you knew I 
told you, years ago, if I found Florence worthy of my 
regard she should have it still." 

" But she is not worthy, and that is what annoys me." 

" How do I know that she is not ? Rumor nevei 
weighs a breath with me ; I must have positive proofs of 
guilt before I will believe it, and I care not what trouble it 
costs to discover the truth. Still not satisfied, Mary? 
You cannot be so altered as to envy that poor friendless 
girl the trifling happiness of my unchanged regard." 

"I know I am very selfish, dearest Ida, but you must 
torgive me ; I value your love so highly that I cannot bear 
to see it unworthily bestowed," said Lady Mary frankly, 
kissing the Countess aflectionately as she spoke ; " and, 
after hearing what we have heard, I think " 

" You think I might just as well be satisfied with the 
fiiends I have, and not seek others ; is it not so ? And 
m leave poor Florence to her fate, innocent or guihy 
Such is not quite my idea of woman's friendship. No 
Mary, to provt innocence and relievcj sufferiiig can iiev^j 
be the needless exertion you wish me to siippo.se it.*' 

Still Lady Mary was not quite coaviiiced. Li la.. 
A-lfred Melford was the only one who gave the Co.niics. 
encouragement in her benevolence. The Earl hiniseii 
and Lady Helen, though generally the last to entertain 
any thing approaching to prejudice, still imagined iUr 
fancy of two persons having names so exactly similar 
and moving in the same scenes, much too romaniii; u 
be entertained a moment. They did not indeed sa\ 
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much ; but what is there more painfully chilling thai 
to read doubt and want of sympathy in those whoM 
approval we long for, as robing our cherished plans with 
an importance which of themselves they never can attain. 

It so happened, just about this time, that in inquiring 
amongst various jewellers for a rare stone, to replace one 
which had fallen from Lady St. Maur's bracelet, Alice 
had perceived, and instantly recognised the identical ciosr 
and chain which her lady had presented to Miss Leslie. 
Ejiowing how anxious the Countess was to discover some 
trace of Florence, she asked many questions as to how and 
where that trinket had been obtained. Mr. Danvers could 
tell her little, except that he had purchased it some months 
ago of a young lady who was in mourning, and wore so 
tUck a veil that he could not even discern her countenance ; 
but, hy the tone of her voice, he was sure she was a lady. 
Lady St. Maur without hesitation repurchased it, satisfying 
herself it was the identical jewel by touching the spring 
(of whose existence the jeweller was imconscious) and 
the letters I. V. to F. L. were stiU distinctly visible, but 
the braid of hair was gone. 

Lady Mary was indignant that Florence could ever have 
gold the trinket; she could not imagine any distress so 
great as to demand such a sacri&ce, and if she really were 
so distressed, why did she not do as Ida had desired her., 
write and ask her promised influence; that she did not 
was a still stronger proof of her unworthiness. Besides, 
how could they be sure that it was not individual impru- 
dence instead of family distress which had compelled its 
sale ? The Earl and Lady Helen said nothing ; but Ida felt 
that their opinions sided with Lady Mary's, and though her 
own heart still defended Florence, she half shrunk from 
pursuing her inquiries, lest the truth should indeed be 
such as to demand the relinquishing of all her generous 
plans and kindly feelings. AHred Melford, however, per- 
sisted in his assertion of Florence's entire innocence, and 
the visit to Mrs. Russel, which he so urgently advised, 
was in consequence no longer deferred. 
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CHAPTER XXVin. 

ALFRED MELFORD EXERTS HIMSELF. — ^LADY MART >\XTERS HER 

OPINION. — THE UNKNOWN MUSICIAN. 

** Well, what news, fair cousin ?" exclaimed young 
Melford, galloping up to Lady St. Mauris carriage, half 
way between Norwood and London, and checking his 
horse to a speaking pace. 

" Bad !" replied Lady Mary, mischievously. " Ida has 
only had reports confirmed." 

" Of course, that I expected from Mrs. Russel's note , 
but are you satisfied, Ida ?*' 

" Not at all, I am as far from the truth as ever ; except 
that Florence positively denied the charge." 

** Hurrah then, victory !" exclaimed Melford, joyously. 
* And Mrs. Russel — " 

" Is much* too prejudiced a person for her assertion to 
have any weight, even I acknowledge," said Lady Mary, 
frankly. 

" But what did she say?" 

" Only what we already know," replied the Countess. 
" She went on a vifeit to her friends in Hampshire, was of 
course questioned as to her new governess, heard all 
the reports, and without deigning a single question as 
to whether or not Florence was the person supposed, 
dismissed her on the instant. Of course her story to me 
was very precise, and very plausible ; hut I give you its 
interpretation." 

" Have you any clue to Miss Leslie's present residence?" 

" I fear none. Mrs. Russel thought she lived at Peck- 
ham or Gamherwell, but could not pretend to say ; the less 
she had to do with such a person, she thought, tiie better." 

*' I will find heri if I call at every house in both those 
places," muttered Melford. 

"To prove her innocence, or deny my penetration a 
triumph, Mr. Melford ?" demanded Lady Mary, archly. 

" To prove," he replied, so gravely, almost reproach- 
fully, that Lady Mary felt unconsciously rebuked, " how 
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much more kuidly and justly woman is judged by mai 
than by her own sex." 

' You forget Ida and the Earl," replied Lady Mary 
rallying. 

"Ida is incapable of so petty a feeling as prejudice. 
Even if she had not known Florence, her judgment would 
be the same as it. is now. The Earl never knew Misi 
Leslie, and is annoyed that the very shadow of a doubt 
should rest on any one in whom his wife is interested." 

" You are a barrister, Mr. Melford, and will of course 
make your client's cause good," answered Lady Mary, 
jestingly > but if the truth must be written, she was not 
quite pleased, having just that sort of lurking inclination 
towards young Melford which made her feel annoyed that 
any other woman should so occupy his thoughts. 

Melford kept his word. Every hour he could snatch 
from his studies he devoted to his cousin's service, and at 
length succeeded in discovering the lodging at Camber- 
well which Mrs. Leslie had occupied, but to his great dis- 
appointment, it was then imtenanted. From the landlady, 
however, he heard much to deepen his interest in the 
search. Mrs. Everett had become so attached to her 
lodgers, that with the garrulity of her class, she poured 
forth all they had encountered from sickness and pri^'ation ; 
and how the young ladies had worked to pay her rent, 
and prevent biUs running on ; and how the young gentle- 
man had painted the beautifullest pictures, and wrote such 
fine poetry, that she used to listen and listen, and the 
words were so grandlike, yet so simple, they made her 
feel as her Bible did. " Poor young gentleman," she 
continued, " he was almost an angel before he died ; and 
I am sure he is one now I" and she put her apron to hei 
eyea. 

" Died I" repeated young Melford. " Has there been 
a death lately in the family, then?" 

"Bless your kind heart, yes sir; and that was for why 
the poor lady, his mother, and her daughter left me 
Natural like, they could not bear to remain where every- 
thhig reminded them of him ; for I never saw such love 
as existed between 'em all. I am sure the poor young 
man killed himself. Why bless you, he used at one timo 
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to sit up half the night writing those £ne poems ; and 
then he got ill. Miss Leslie was out as a governess then, 
and never knew how ill her poor brother was till he was 
a little better, and she caine home suddenly, and when she 
got a little over her own misfortunes — ^for between you 
and me, sir, I think that good-for-nothing hard woman 
with whom she had lived had said something very shame- 
ful about her character, ahnost taking it from her, when, 
bless you, she was innocent as a lamb, so good and re- 
ligious, and devoted to her family. She could no more 
have acted as they said she did than I could, and it was 
so cruel to say she was a bad girl, and so deprive her oi 
bread." 

" I knew it was a lie ;" Melford burst forth at this point, 
to Mrs. Everett's great surprise. 

" La, sir ! you startle me. Howsomdever, peiiiaps it 
was all the happier for her to be at home, when her poor 
brother was so weak and ill ; but she used to go and 
teach every day nearly two miles off, trudged through hail 
and rain, cold and snow, when she would shake again from 
weakness, and perhaps sitting up the greater part of the 
night ; and when I have begged her not, she used to say, 
with such a sweet smile, it made my heart ache — ** Who 
is to pay your rent, dear Mrs. Everett, if I do not work ; 
and how can we be unjust to you, when you are so kind ?'* 

" But she had a sister, had she not ?" here interposed 
Melford ; " did she do nothing ?" 

" Nothing ! bless you sir, she worked at her needle as 
hard as any of them ; but she was too young, too pretty 
to go out as Miss Florence did ; she wanted to do it, and 
cried often enough that she was not like other girls. Ah, 
sir, Mr. Leslie was quite right ; though she was too pretty 
to go out alone, or be dependent, you never saw such a 
lovely face, or heard such a voice — ^it was like an angel's. 
I have come and listened to her singing on a Sunday 
night, and felt myself in heaven ; for then she only sung 
words from the Bible, but such beautiful solenm tunes ; 
and to have seen how her mother and sister and Mr. 
Walter listened and looked at her, it would have been a 
good lesson to some families who don't know what family 
love is. Ah, sir, it is very, very hard when gentlefolka 
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like them become so poor, and obliged to 'vrork liKe slaves, 
much harder than for folks in my station. We are bom 
to it, and can work without feeling it. Well, sir, the pool 
young gentleman wrote and wrote, and painted even when 
he could not walk, and at last finished a book, which 
natural like, he wanted printed. Oh, sir, how his poor 
sister worked to gratify him ; up earlier than ever, often 
out almost before the Hght, and not home till so late, and 
at last she got a gentleman to agree, and pay nearly all 
the expenses ; and what do you think she did to make 
up the money ? why, without telling him, sold all her 
jewels. She had not many ; but one she loved so much, 
a beautiful cross and chain some dear friend had given her, 
and oh ! how cut up she was in parting with it ; but she 
did not hesitate, for she never thought of herself or her 
own sufierings, and so it was sold ; and afler all, her poor 
brother is gone to a better world, and what will the book 
])e to him ?" 

" Andriiow along ago was this ?" inquired Melford. 

" Some time last May, sir ; but poor Miss Leslie knew 
he must die weeks before. Oh ! what an hour that was ! 
but she bore up for her brother's sake, and her poor 
mother's, and only sank when he did not need her any 
more. I thought she would have never recovered from 
the swoon she had when she came home, and found he was 
dead — ^had died, sir, in the very act of finishing a beautiful 
picture. She was very, very iU, and I think that kept poor 
Mrs. Leslie up ; but I fear me she will not last long, and 
those two poor young ladies will be left without a single 
friend." And the good woman actually sobbed. 

Melford respected the feeling, and so kindly assured her 
thai; they had firiends, that he had, in fact, come on the part 
of one most anxious to discover them, that she soon re- 
covered herself. 

" Bless you, sir, for such good news ! Well, as soon as 
poor Miss Leslie could be moved, they went to an old 
relation somewhere in Berkshire ; and Miss Minie, sweet 
soul ! wrote to me often to tell me how her poor sister was, 
and grieving that they must change their lodgings. 3 
havn't heard where they are now ; for Miss Minie wrot« 
the last tinje aU in the bustle of moving and settling, a? \ 
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fbrgot to put the direction, but said she would come and see 
me very soon. And, bless your heart, sir, she will be sure 
to come, for she is a true lady, as they all are ; not a bit of 
pride about *em." 

Alfred Mulford was an eloquent narrator ; and so simply 
and touchingly did he repeat Mrs. Everett's communica- 
tions, that not one of his auditors, even the prejudiced Lady 
Mary, or the stagnant Emily, could listen to hun unmoved. 

" Ida, dearest Ida ! I have indeed been too prejudiced ; 
but I know if you find this poor girl you will forgivo 
me, and let me aid your labor of kindness," exclaimed 
Lady Mary, warmly, as she knelt down playfully on tbc 
cushion at the Countess's feet. " What are you think- 
ing about so sorrowfully? We shall find her, depend 
upon it." 

" I was thinking, Mary, w^hy she should never have 
written to me in her brother's behalf; her own sufierings 
I know she would never have revealed. But why she 
should never have appealed to my promised influence, for 
him whom it might have so beneficially served, perplexes 
me more than ever." 

" Her letter may have been lost, miscarried, or even 
changed." 

" Changed !" repeated Lady St. Maur, eagerly inter- 
rupting him. " Alfred, if such a thing were really possi- 
ble, you have given me the clue to all the apparent mys- 
tery of Florence's conduct. You not only aid me by active 
service, but by your ready judgment ; hovi can I thanlc 
you ?" 

" Do not thank me at all, cousin mine," he answered, 
laughing ; " thank your own persevering benevolence, 
without which, this poor girl must ever have remained a 
victim to mese lying reports. Frank Howard, most hon- 
orable member! I hope your exertions last night have 
r*ot robbed you of eloquence this morning," he continued, 
gayly, as young Howard and Sir Charles Brashleigh, at that 
moment entered. " What senatorial mission can bring yoii 
here ?" 

" Surely I may pay my homage to the Countess St. Maui 
as well as yourself ?" replied the young man, in the same 
tone. 
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" I did not know that you had time to spaie for Back 
frivolity, my eloquent friend ; and now I beheve, in spitft 
of that chivalric speech, your business is more with the Earl 
than with Ida." 

" You are quite mistaken, for I parted with the Earl not 
half an hour ago, at Morton's, the publisher, where you 
should have been with me, Melford." 

*' To look over some musty pamphlets of parliamentary 
debates, of the time of Caractacus ? Not I ; 1 have enou^^h 
to do with Blackstone." 

" No," replied Howard, laughing. " I was waiting in 
Morton's private parlor till he should be disengaged, 
when I heard some one singing in the adjoining room ; I 
never heard any thing so beautiful in my life ! It was that 
sublime air of Handel's — * Comfort ye my people,' poured 
forth with such liquid sweetness, such thrilling power, 
it held me entranced as if my very breath were chained. 
It ceased at length, to my great grief, and was followed 
by one of Morton's daughters taking her lesson, filling 
me with astonishment who this gifted instructress could 
be. Morton came at length, full of apology at the 
delay; and looking most mysteriously annoyed when I 
told him if that delicious music had contmued, I would 
willingly have waited all day. At last he owned the 
cause of his vexation. It appears that the singer is a 
very young and most beautiful girl, compelled thus to 
seek her livelihood ; that her mother and sister have 
done all they could to prevent her going out, but the neces- 
sity becoming imperative, Morton obtained her pupils in a 
few quiet families, on whom he thought he could depend 
She has, however, already excited notice and adulation; 
some frivolous idlers watch her in and out, and beset 
her with heartless and cruel attentions. Morton has stop- 
ped this as much as he can ; but he cannot always be near 
her, and she has unhappily neither father nor brother to 
protect her." 

" Poor girl ! and who is she ?" inquired Lady St. Maur, 
who had been conversing with Sir Charles, but attracted 
by Howard*B tale, had paused to listen. 

'* I cannot tell you ! for Morton seemed so annoyed, that 
I promised him I woull not ask any thing more about her. 
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or even mention what I had heard, except tp those likely 
to assist him in his benevolence rather than to annoy its 
object." 

" And you refused to see her, satisfied only to hear ? 
Frank, you have more forbearance than I have," exclaimed 
Melford ; *^ and not even to ask her name ! Have you 
heard this paragon. Sir Charles ? Morton is patronized by 
you ; perhaps you can tell us who she is ?" 

"I have & very bad memory for names, Melford, as you 
know," repHed the old physician musingly ; ** but I believe 
this beautiful girl is the sister of a young poet, in whom 
Morton has been deeply interested lately. Poor fellow ! I 
was quite shocked to hear that he died two or three months 
ago. I knew he could not live, for his heart was broken ; 
but I did not think it would have been so soon." 

" This is worse and worse, Sir Charles," said Lady Mary ; 
'* here you are giving a most interesting addition to Frank's 
adventure, and mystifying us as much as he did. Did you 
attend him ?" 

" I saw him but once, for I could do him no good. 
Poverty had compelled a drudgery wholly at variance 
with either health or inclination ; and his rich gifls lay 
upon his mind and crushed him. In all my practice I 
never saw such devoted attachment to each other in the 
members of one family as in — " 

**Was his name Leslie?" exclaimed Melford, bounding 
over chairs and tables till he reached Sir Charles's side, 
and speaking in a tone that completely electrified his 
hearers. " It must be, I am sure it is — a poet ! — a thrill- 
ing voice ! — ^why here is the very conamentary of Mrs. 
Everett*s tale. How blind and deaf I was not to trace it 
before ! Sir Charles, in pity speak ! was not the name 
Leslie ? and did you not go to Cimberwell ? and was not 
one of the poet's sisters named Florence ? and — " 

" My good feUow, if you take away my breath in this 
manner, you will get no answer at all. I recollect now, it 
was Leslie, and there was a Florence too. Why, Lady St. 
Maur, you look as relieved as this mad boy ; do explain." 

But till Melford's noisy joy was over, all attempt at ex- 
planation was vain. And before the conversation could 
be connectedly resumed. Lord St. Maur entered the room. 
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** I have ^ews for yoUj Ida," he said, " Morton has been 
telling me such a tale of affliction and genius and worth, 
that I only wish we had known it before. You are right, 
as in matters of feeling you always are, and we have all 
been harsh and wrong ; but you know it already," he added, 
half-disappointed, as ho met her animated glance. 

" Not all, dearest Edmund ; only teU me, will you blame 
my anxiety now ?" 

" No, my own kind love ; but let me eat my luncheon, 
for, unromantic as it is, I am very hungry ; and we will 
compare notes meanwile. On one point you may be quite 
easy, I have Mrs. Leslie's address, and you can go to her or 
send for Florence whenever you please." 



4 ♦ » 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

FOUND AT LAST. 

Mrs. Everett's garrulous detail was more exact than 
usual. Florence had been extremely ill: the succession 
of fainting fits which had followed the awful discovery 
that the loved one had departed, only too plainly demon- 
strated the exhaustion to which she was reduced ; and the 
stupifying lethargy of a nervous fever which ensued, spared 
her the agony attending her brother's funeral. Nor was it 
till Mr. Morton's kindness had installed them in small 
but comfortable apartments' at Brompton, that she could 
in any way rouse herself from the stupor of still over 
powering languor, and endeavor to resume her duties 
Her former pupils she had of course been compelled to 
give up, both from her illness and change of residence , 
and now, though scarcely strong enough to walk the length 
of the street, she was tormented with the anxious desire U 
regain employment. In vain Mrs. Leslie sought to con 
vince her of the impossibility, and to persuade her it waa 
not needed. Florence knew that the continued ilbiess of 
her beloved Walter had fearfully drained their little 
finances. She looked on her mother, and shuddered at 
the very thought of want for her. But how could she 
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proceed ? And in this emetgency she applied to their 
friend, Mr. Morton. He heard her with a paternal smile, 
but told her she was too late ; Minie had been before her, 
and he had procured her pupils for singing in five highly 
/espectable families, in addition to his own. And Minie, 
clasping her arms about her sister's neck implored her in 
bitter tears not to disapprove of the plan ; she was in perfect 
heiilth, and had never known what illness was. v 

Florence looked on that sweet face, and the thought of 
Walter, of his love, his care, his terrors for that lovely girl, 
mingled with the agonized conviction that his protection 
could never more surround her, that temptation and trial 
must henceforth be endured alone ; and she could only fold 
Minie closer and closer to her bosom and weep ; but she 
did not deny her wishes. Perhaps she felt her own utter 
incapacity for exertion ; but her consent was only given 
for a limited time, till she was strong enough again to 
work. Mr. Morton promised that Minie should receive all 
the care he could bestow ; but even in the few weeks of 
her new occupation the poor girl learned to know the truth 
of Walter's fears. 

Nor did the task Florence imposed on herself, of 
arranging Walters papers, tend to aid the recovery of 
mental calm. Morton, indeed, offered to do this for her ; 
but mournfully she refused : painful as it would be, there 
was yet a sort of melancholy consolation in guarding 
from a stranger's eye repositories of thought which 
Walter had perhaps conveyed to no human ear ; and ere 
her task was completed she rejoiced in her decision. 
Amongst fugitive papers, containing alike original and 
selected poetry, manuscript vplumes of prose sketches 
and often the private journal of his thoughts and feelings 
over which his sister's tears fell thick and unrestrainedly, 
there was one secret revealed that had never passed those 
lips, not even to his treasured Florence — a portrait of a 
fair and lovely girl, which he had sketched from memory, 
and which a few subjoined lines declared the object of 
his love. Yes, wedded as he had seemed to his glorious 
gifts, Walter had loved ; and innumerable lines of his 
latter poems returned to his sister's recollection to confirm 
this J. and reveal the secret magic which had kindled his 
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wondrous gift to life. But whom that portrait represeiittrd 
Florence knew not ; the simple word, " Lucy," was all it 
bore, and never to her recollection, had Walter breathed 
the name. And there wore patisages alike in prose and 
verse, in which, as if for rehef, he had thrown his own 
burdened soul; and by them it seemed to Florence that 
his love was as unknown to its object as to every other. 
Poverty, station, appeared the impassable barriers, and 
then she understood the wild yearnings to see his work in 
print, that it might reach her hand, and call forth re- 
sponses from her heart. 

" Yes," one paper ran, " yes, beloved and lovely one, 
thine eyes may glisten with sweet tears as thou lookest on 
my page, and^ thou wilt not know how deeply, how in- 
divisibly thine image inspired the poem thou readest. 
Will any sweet spirit whisper, *tis the voice of one that 
loved thee, would have died for thee ? Thou wilt mingle 
with the wealtky and the gay; thy smile will beam on 
some dearer one. Thou wilt, thou must be loved — and I 
—oh ! to pass away from the world that holds thee, 
without one regretting tear, one sigh — ^better, better this 
than live on, and know I can be naught to thee ? Why 
does poverty fling his links of ice around my soul — 
chaining me down to earth? Why is wealth so im- 
equally divided, that some must droop and die in penury 
and woe, and others — God — ^God of mercy ! pardon thou 
my murmuring — lift up this bruised soul to thee." 

And the paper was stained and blotted as by burning 
tears. And then again she read — 

" Death ! is it so ? Yes. I know that I must die — and 
wherefore do J shudder and quail ? Can it be that I have 
hoped that talent might do its work, and make me in 
time even worthy to be loved by her — ^that poesy should 
bring the poet forward, and even the rich, the noble would 
court Walter ? Down with the delusive hope ! I may 
not live— oh! why does submission fly me, when J 
thought myself resigned — ^thought that I loved my God ' 
Earth, earth, when thou boldest love, how may we turn 
from thee— without grief?" 

Another paper, of a later date, bore words such at 
these— 
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" It is over — day by day draws me nearer tlie final 
l^oal — and, blessed be my Father, I can die without a pang. 
She will look upon my work, and love perchance its 
author — ay, even drop a tear that he hath gone so soon. I 
shall be with her in her private hours, none other shall 
divide her thoughts with me. Perchance her lip may give 
new music to my words, her voice breathe them in song, 
her heart retain and love them. Oh ! that the freed spirit 
might hover round thee, beloved one, in those moments, till 
poetry may have more than earthly power. Perchance it 
will. " Oh, the deep, voiceless bliss, if such may be !". 

There were many other similar papers, and Florence 
felt till that moment she had never before known the 
fullness of his woe. At all times it needs composure to 
look over the records of the dead ; they seem to speak in 
spiritual tones, to print themselves upon the heart. 
Every paper is sanctified, every line is holy ; and often and 
often they tell of suffering and of worth, which we knew 
not until then ; and we mourn, that the feelings they 
excite must lie withering on our own hearts, for those round 
whom they yearn to twine have passed away forever. 

Florence trusted neither her own nor Mrs. Leslie's 
composure sufficiently to impart the secret of those papers ; 
she could only throw herself on her mother's neck, and 
sob forth, "Walter — some future time — ^his papers are 
in that chest." And Mrs. Leslie grasped her hand con- 
vulsively without the utterance of a single word^ She had 
never shed a tear from the hour her boy departe<l. 

Nor did Minie's buoyant spirit raUy; she seemed op- 
pressed as by some heavy gloom, even more than by her 
brother's death ; her child-like trust in Lady St. Maur's 
continued regard was failing ; she had seen the Countess's 
arrival announced, the new honors bestowed ; read day 
after day her name at some fete or drawing-room, and at 
length her guileless spirit began to incline to her sister's 
and brother's belief, that all was indeed at an end between 
them. Oh ! how bitterly painfiil is the first clouding over 
of youth's sweet visions, the first crushing blight of confi- 
dence and love, the first consciousness that life is not so faix 
and bright, nor friends so true, as we havo pictured ! 

Many thoughts were busy in the heart of Florence 
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though she spoke them not; strength was gradually ro> 
turning, but the disinclination for all exertion, the almost 
loathing with which, in her weakened frame and aching 
heart, she thought of resuming the tasteless toil of teach- 
ing, it seemed as if she could not overcome. How was 
she, where was she to seek employment ? The voice ol 
duty, so peculiarly powerful in her heart, repeatedly 
prompted, " Write to Lady St. Maur ; she has influence, 
and will aid you." '^ut she felt as if to do so was im- 
possible ; she shrunk in agony from appealing for herself, 
where the appeal for her brother had been so utterly dis- 
regarded ; yet she thought it pride, and condemned it 
severely. In the state of physical sufiering to which she 
she was reduced she felt as if the very support of self- 
esteem had departed from her ; that to meet or have 
any intercourse with Lady St. Maur, now that their social 
position was so widely severed, she could iix>t endure ; 
shrinking more and more into herself, affliction might have 
painfully tarnished the beautiful character of Florence, had 
she not been once more roused by the call of affection, a 
call never heard by her in vain. 

Notwithstanding aU Morton's benevolent care and ex- 
ertion, it became more and more evident that Minie's 
beauty and extraordinary voice were exposing her to in- 
creased annoyance, the more widely she became known : 
that she was poor and unprotected only gave license to 
the gay, frivolous idlers, who thronged her path to the 
houses she visited. Address her they did not, but even her 
guileless nature could not remain insensible to their openly 
avowed admiration ; and she was too painfully annoyed 
to conceal it as eflectually as she wished from her sister. 

It was one lovely afternoon in the beginning of August 
that Florence sat watching her mother's couch, wrapt in 
thought too painful, too intense, to admit of her reading* 
as she had intended. Mrs. Leslie had been more than 
usually unweU, and, to satisfy her daughters, had promised 
to remain quietly in her room. How long Florence thus 
sat she knew not ; but, fearful lest her resolution should 
fail, she rose, and moving soflly and lightly so as not to 
disturb her mother, procured writing materials and sat 
down to her task. But she could go no further ; the pen 
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restetl on the paper, and her brain felt dull and heavy with 
its press of thought. How even to address the Countess 
St. Maur she knew not ; every term she thought of was 
too familiar or too formal. Her vivid fancy transported 
her back to days when the very thought of commimicating 
to Lady Ida all her girlish joys and feelings was such hap- 
piness — ^why, why was she so changed? And dropping 
the pen, she leaned her brow on her hands, and wept 
bitterly. At that moment she felt Minie's arm tlirown 
round, endeavoring to unclasp her hands w?th such a joy- 
ous whisper, that she looked up startled. 

" Go down stairs, Florence ; you are wanted in the par- 
lor. Hush ! not a question, or we shall disturb mamma — 
you must go — ^indeed you are wanted. I will stay here, 
jro, there's a good girl." 

In vain Florence looked the entreaties why she was 
wanted ; Minie was inexorable, and hastily bathing her 
eyes, she descended to their little sitting-room. A lady was 
looking intently on poor Walter's last work, " The Poet's 
Home," which was framed and hung up opposite the door, 
so that her face, as Florence entered, was turned from her. 
She knew not why, but power deserted her for the moment, 
and a gust of wind impelled the door from her trembling 
hold, and closed it with sufficient noise to make the stranger 
turn. 

" Florence ! my dear Florence ! I am so glad that I have 
found you," were the kindly words that greeted her ; but 
she scarcely knew their sense, she only heard the voice^ 
which even more than features has power to stir the inmost 
soul with memory ; and felt that the arm of Lady St. Maur 
was thrown, as in former days, caressingly around her — ^her 
kiss was on her cksek. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

MiSCONCEFTIONS EXPLAINED. — ^FLORENCE AND IDA FRIENDS ONCE 

MORE. 

It was several minutes before Florence could regain 
sompoBure. Pale, attenuated, and careworn, Lady St. Maur 
8 
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could barely recognise the laughing, animated girl whom 
she had last seen ; and well could she understand how her 
unexpected appearance would recall the magic of the past, 
and so render the present still more sad. As Florence 
sought to excuse her emotion, by allusion to her late 
dlncss and the weakness it had left, there was a slight con- 
straint in her manner, almost unknown to herself, but per- 
ceptible to the Countess, whose ready mind at once sus- 
pected its cause. '*Do not apologize for natural feeling, 
dearest Florence," she replied ; *' I am n<ot so changed as to 
«hrink from its display, or to wish for more restraint from 
you than when we parted : you had then only joy to feel and 
impart ; believe me, I can feel for and sympathize with 
you equally in sorrow." Florence looked up eagerly, but 
the words she sought to speak died on her lips. " Flo- 
rpjice !" continued the Countess, taking both her hands, 
and speaking very earnestly, ** there is something wrong 
between us — some mystery — some misconception, which 
I am here solely to remove. You are changed, for you 
are doubting me : I am not ; for, though appearances 
have been strong against you, I will not believe them till 
confirmed by your own lips." 

" Appearances against me I" gasped Florence, hei 
cheek blanching and her lip quivering ; " what can yoi: 
mean ?" 

" Why have you not written to me Florence, in the 
heavy cares and sorrows which you have been enduring 
the last eighteen months ? Why did you not obey ^my 
last often-repeated injunction — ^that if my influence could 
ever serve you, to write to me directly ? I know enough 
of your sad history to be convinced that you have needed 
that influence more painfully than when I desired you to 
claim it I imagined possible ; yet you have never written. 
Was this just to me or to yourself? Have you not per- 
mitted sensitiveness and pride to come between your heart 
and my friendship ? Even though you did not receive my 
letter to you on your heavy loss, was that enough for you 
to lose all confidence, as never to write in stiU increasing 
Borrow ? Surely, surely afiection must have been failing 
u well as confidenpe ; ypu 4id not love me well enough tc 
%^ my sympathy !" 



J 
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Vainly did Florence endeavor to reply ; a niist seemed 
to have so folded round her faculties, that both past sufier- 
ing and present sensation were like the distorted imagina- 
tion of a fever dream. Had she not written — had she not 
appealed to that friendship and influence-— had she not 
endured, not only the misery of hope deferred, but of un- 
answered confidence ? And then, with these reproachful, 
but still kindly words, came the thought that she had in- 
deed failed in afiection ; for, why had she not so trusted 
as to write again ? She pressed her hands on her buminfif 
forehead as in sudden pain. 

" Florence, dearest Florence ! I did not mean i-J pain 
you thus," exclaimed Lady St. Maur, anxiously. ** 1 
have been hurt and annoyed at your silence ; but perhaps, 
after all, you have had equal cause to be pained with me. 
Have you ever written to me ? Your answer may remove 
all this misconception ; for, if you have asked my influence 
and friendship, and received no answer, I can no longer 
wonder at either your silence or constraint. Am I right 
now, dearest ? Only speak, for I cannot bear to see you 
thus." 

And Florence did speak ; for the mist seemed melting 
from her brain ; and she told her she had thought and 
thought, and at length written, and trusted and hoped ; 
even when weeks dwindled into months, and months into 
a year, how she had felt that she could not write again ; 
but that now it did indeed seem all pride and doubt which 
had withheld her. Why, why did she not write again ? 

" Because you could not believe that important letter 
should be the only one to miscarry, and imagined that T 
had changed. I was wrong to reproach you, dearest 
Florence : you had not known or proved me long enough, 
to dismiss such too natural suspicion then, as I hope you 
will henceforward. Do not grieve thus, love, nor think, as 
I know you do, that had that letter been received, or you 
Jiad written again, that your heaviest trial might have been 
averted. Let us only rejoice that we may love each other 
BtiU." The voice of sympathy and consolation so long 
unheard, had its effect, and after a brief pause Lady St. 
Maui continued — ''I am going to ask you some strange 
luestioas, Florence, but you will forgive them when you 
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know their reason. Is there, or was there, ever a peison 
bearing your own name ? 

Florence looked surprised, and answered in the negative 

" Not a Flora or Florence Leslie ?" 

"Flora Leslie ?— yes." 

" A relation of Mrs. Rivers, and an inmate of Wood 
lands ?" 

" Yes," replied Florence, more and more surprised. 

" Did you know her ?" 

"Intimately. My visits to "Woodlands were nominally 
as her companion." 

" And why, in your letters to me from Woodlands, did 
you never mention her ?" 

" Because we had so very little in common, nor was she 
at all a person I thought likely to interest you." 

" Why, what sort of person was she, then ?" Florence 
hesitated. " Tell me her whole story, my dear Florence ; 
I wish most particularly to know it. Have no scruples ; 
you will do her no injury with me." 

Thus entreated, Florence obeyed, avoiding as much aa 
she could any censorious observations, but revealing con- 
cisely and simply the whole system of deceit, coquetry, 
and intrigue formerly carried on by Flora — ^her elopement, 
and the effect it had on Mrs. Rivers, and her own conse- 
quent detention at Woodlands. 

" Had you any reason to believe that she bore you any 
personal ill-will ?" inquired Lady St. Maur, who had 
listened to the recital with an interest Florence could not 
define. 

" Only from my compelled agency in the circumstance 
I have related to you. She professed the contrary, though 
then I could not believe in such professions ; but I did hei 
wrong, I beheve, for I have not experienced any unkindnesa 
from her." 

Lady St. Maur put her arm involuntarily round her 
young companion at these words, her eyes glistening as 
she thought how that gentle, unsuspicious nature had been 
deceived. 

" She has done you injury, my Florence, by her very 
similarity of name." 

" But that she could not help," replied Florence, simply 
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"She could help the shameful falsehood of signing 
Florence instead of Flora Leslie, as I know she has done to 
more than one individual — a deceit which no doubt origi- 
nated the annoyance and pain of your unjust expulsion 
from Mrs. Russel's family." 

" Mrs. Russel !" repeated Florence in extreme astonish* 
ment. 

" Mrs. Russel, dearest. How do you think I could havo 
found you, if I had not made inquiries ? One more ques- 
tion — are there any other points of resemblance between 
Mrs. Major Hardwicke (thank heaven she can do you 
no more injury as Flora Leslie) and yourself lesides 
name ?" 

" We are very unlike," answered Florence, simply. 

" I have not the smallest doubt of it, my love. And it 
will be a direct contradiction to the theory of handwriting 
disclosing character, if what I suspect be true. Is youi 
handwriting aUke ?" - 

" So much so, with a very trifling effort on either her 
part or mine, that even mamma has scarcely recognised the 
one from the other ; nay, I have been puzzled once or 
twice myself. Why do you ask, dearest Lady St. Maur ? 
tell me, pray tell me ! It cannot be that she has sought to 
injure me with you," exclaimed Florence, a light flashing 
on her mind ; and she looked up in the Countess's face pale 
with terror. 

" She has not injured you with me, love ; I am still your 
friend, as I trust you will find me ; but that she hai dor.e 
you a cruel injury is> I^fear, too true. Painful as the dis- 
covery will be to you, my Florence, I believe it had better 
be revealed. You tell me you wrote to me from Woodlands 
on the 24th of July, and could not imagine why that most 
important letter should be the only one to miscarry ; it 
would not have miscarried, (Florence started and gasped 
for breath,) for its substitute reached me in perfect safety. 
This was the letter I received. I will not do you such in- 
justice as even to ask you if it be yours." 

" Almost choked with strong emotion, Florence grasped 
the offered letter, opened it, and read ; and dropping it, 
gazed wildly into the face of Lady St. Maur, faintly mur- 
muring — " Walter I Walter ! you were the victim 1" threw 
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herself on the Countess's neck and burst into passionate 
tears. 

Lady St. Maur permitted her to weep, even while she 
Bought with earnest tenderness to remove the agonized 
impression that, had her own letter been received, Walter's 
fate might have been averted. It was no difficulty for hex 
to use the language of that spiritual consolation which 
alone can soothe ; for religion was to her the very breath 
of her existence— not in word, but in ^eed ; not in form, 
but in thought; impossible to be described, but so in- 
fusing her simplest word and most trifling action, that the 
most heedless fdt its influence, though its origin was in- 
visible. It was easy for such a mind and heart truly to 
console, and lead the bruised spirit to its only resting- 
place. And as Florence gradually recovered. Lady St. 
Maur entered more particularly into the reason of her 
questionings ; narrating all that had passed both in Italy 
and England, to mislead and mystify her ; avoiding all 
which could give unnecessary pain, by exalting her own 
merits in not doubting her when every one else did, 
but simply stating facts-rthe combination of circumstances 
which had prevented her applying by letter for the 
meaning of an epistle which from the first she had 
doubted as coming from Florence. So that even while 
deeply wounded, as she could not fail to be, at the dis- 
covery of such cruel injury, she was inexpressibly soothed 
by the conviction of the confidence and affection felt towards 
her by the fiiend she had so long loved. 

Lady St. Maur did not leave without seeing Mrs. Leslie, 
and she was shocked and grieved at the change she 
beheld, too forcibly impressing the conviction, that all of 
sorrow for the sisters was not yet past. The widow was 
painfully agitated. " The strong man and the beautiful 
alike are gone,'' she said, after a pause, and in a tone that 
thrilled through her hearers ; ** and I, the weak, the suf- 
fering, the useless, am still spared. Yet who may ques- 
tion the decrees of the Eternal ? My husband and my 
child are with Him, and He will take me to them when 
He deems it best." 

The young Countess listened reverentially, her whole 
manner betraying how completely she felt that sorrow and 
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sufibring ha,d sanctified and raised the widow, much 
higher in the scale of immortal being than rank or wealth 
And hundreds might have envied the feelings of pure and 
blissful satisfaction with which, after a very lengthened 
visit, Lady St Maur returned to her own lordly home, find- 
ing an increase of individual happiness in her unceasing 
thoughts and care for the happiness of others. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

7HE SCENE IS CHANGED. — ^LADY IDA's PLANS. — THE SECRET 

STILL. 

In less than three months, the position of the Leslie 
family, both domestic and social, was so changed, that 
had it not been for one sad thought, their past sufferings 
would have seemed a passing dream. But who, however 
sanctified and spiritualized by true piety, can yet entirely 
subdue the anguish of bereavement, or reahze what they 
at some time most deeply feel, that the fate of the beloved 
departed in such undying fehcity, it would indeed be selfish 
love to call them back once more. But Mrs. Leslie was 
not one to undervalue present blessings because they had 
come too late for him to whom they would indeed have 
ministered such joy. Minie had no more need to leave the 
safety of her lowly home ; and Florence, her noble Flo- 
rence, was sought for, loved, cherished, as her gentle vir- 
tues claimed. 

The Countess St. Maur*s friendship, like her benevo- 
lence, was of no passive nature. Convinced herself that 
not a shadow of suspicion could attach itself to the con- 
duct of Florence, she proved her innocence to Lady Mary, 
the Earl, and his mother, by bringing her and Captain 
Camden (who had returned from Malta with his regiment) 
unexpectedly together, a manoeuvre insisted upon by 
Alfred Melford, who introduced the captain for the pur- 
pose, and declared that the manner of their meeting must 
confirm or deny Miss Leslie's identity with the coquette 
of Winchester far more completely than any thing else. 
The gallant captain certainly started and colored at the 
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name, but recovered Iiiinself the instant that he glanced 
at its unknown bearer; and Florence's cahn and uncon- 
cerned bow when he was presented to her, with some 
degree of empresse7nent by Melford, must have convinced 
the most suspicious that she had never seen him before, 
much less carried on the correspondence of which she 
was accused. 

Lady Mary was highly indignant that the Countesa 
should have thought any such proof necessary ; she had 
already met Florence with extended hand and Cordial 
smile, her prejudice having completely vanished from the 
time Melford had so eloquently repeated Mrs. Everett's 
narrative. Whether his eloquence had any thing to do 
with it, we will not pretend to say ; completely a creature 
of impulse, she was now as warm in the cause, as she had 
before been cool. Minie's excessive loveliness had irre- 
sistibly attracted her, and innumerable plans for her 
making a proper use of that beauty and splendid voice, by 
an introduction to the highest circles, which she would 
take care to bring about, and so making a match of such 
sclaty as to excite the envy of the whole fashionable world ; 
plans we need scarcely sayj completely shattered by the 
positive disapproval of the Countess St. Maur, who in- 
sisted that her mother's roof was the best place for one 
so lovely. It required no small portion of dispassionate 
arguments, on the part of the Countess, to bring hei 
friend to reason, and conviiice her, that she could mate- 
rially add to the happiness of her beautiful favorite, 
without bringing her so unduly forward. It was strange, 
perhaps, that with her secret feelings towards Melford, 
she did not fear to bring Minie so forward ; but Lad}f 
Mary had not such an unworthy emotion in her natui3. 
She was becoming more and more conscious of very strong 
regard, and a most earnest longing in the very midst oi 
her badinage and constant quarrelings, that Alfred Melford 
would find something in her to approve and respect, asu 
much as he did in his cousin Ida ; whether he did or not, 
she could not feel quite sure, yet she would no more have 
descended to the petty meanness of decrying, or concealing 
the beauty and worth of another, than she could have be 
trayed, by the faintest sign or word, her secret love. 
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To very many persons, situated as was Lady St. Maur, 
the means of effectually serving Florence would have been 
sufficiently difficult as to prevent the exertion required. 
To provide employment in their own establishment would 
be impossible, because it would be very disagreeable to 
treat as an inferior one with whom they had once asso- 
ciated almost upon equality ; yet if they occupied the 
position of companion or governess, it would be difficult to 
;!o otherwise. 

The Lady St. Maur*s notions were, by a certain set, 
considered very nearly akin to insanity, and only endured, 
because of that indescribable something, which, when in 
her presence, none could resist, was a matter of very little 
importance either to herself or her family ; but never did 
she value her rank and influence so much, as when she 
felt how completely they raised her above such opinions, 
leading others often to do good deeds, not for their own 
worth, but because so did the Countess St. Maur. 

Her first care was to endeavor to restore the elasticity 
of health, which Florence had not felt for many long 
months, and in some of the pleasant drives, tete-drtete, 
which, combining pure air and mental recreation, were 
gratefully beneficial, she drew firom Florence her own 
wishes and plans. 

" But my dear girl, Minie appears much more fitted 
than yourself for the arduous toil of instruction," the 
(!!ountess one day said ; " she has stronger health and better 
spirits, and may be sure of a sufficiency of pupils, why not 
change your respective duties ?" 

'' Because, Lady St. Maur, I pledged myself years ago 
never to lei Minie leave her mother." 

"But are you not making an unnecessary sacrifice, 
Florence ? Minie does not dislike the life she leads." 

" Only because it allows me to remain at home. But 
when I remember how Walter shrunk in agony from such 
a life fcr Minie, how my father's heart would have broken, 
could he have seen his darling exposed to the rude work 
as she is now, I cannot let her continue. Besides it is 
unjust ; when I found myself, in conjunction with my 
brother, as representatives of our lamented father, I knew 
that aU our own little fortune must be sacrificed ; but 
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Minie and my mother were spared this. How then can 1 
remain idle, when I, in fact, am the only one called upon 
to work ?" 

" And can nothing change this resolution, Florence '^ Do 
duty and inclination both point the same way V* 

" They will, I hope, in time. I dare not answer that 
they do now ; many, many 'feelings must rise up to cause 
a strife between them." 

** Amongst which, not the least pai:Uul is, that as depen- 
dent, chained to one employment day after day, )iow can 
the Countess St. Maur be to Florence Leslie as she is now ? 
and it is hard that circumstances should again throw a 
barrier between her and the little unselfish heart which, 
through years of apparent unkindness and neglect, has 
loved her so truely. Am I very conceited, Florence, or do 
I read aright V* 

Florence looked up, her eyes swelling in large tears, but 
she did not attempt reply. ^ 

" Now, suppose independence could be made your own, 
removing all necessity for you to leave your mother, would 
you accept it ?** 

" Not while I have health and power to labor," replied 
Florence, firmly ; " unless it came from a near and dear 
relative. Such a one I have not in the wide world. No 
— ^however I might love the friend who would do this, that 
love would become a weight instead of joy. I should be 
depressed and burdened, lowered in my own estimation, 
and surely in that of others. I would retain my own in- 
tegrity' and independence, and I should feel as if both 
were compromised in accepting such an obligation. II 
this be too much pride, forgive it, dear Lady St. Maur. I 
could not retain your esteem and regard, did I feel other- 
Wise. 

"It is I who must ask forgiveness, dearest Florence. 
I have been trying you too severely, but I wished to con- 
vince my reason before I acted on my feelings, • Now 
listen to my plans, and perhaps duty and inclination may 
\)e more closely connected than you fancy." 

And she proceeded to state her wishes that Florence 
should become an inmate of her family. Not as a useless 
member, she added vnth a smile, for that she saw Florence 



woman's friendship. 183 

\i as much too proud to be ; but to be useful in a multitude 
of ways, partly as Lady Helen's companion ; for since 
their arrival in London, that lady, not wishing to enter 
into the vortex of fashionable life, so incumbent on her 
son and daughter, was in consequence obliged at times to 
be left alone ; and partly to superintend the education of 
Constance St. Maur, the little girl, it may be remembered, 
left by the last Baron St. Maur, under the guardianship of 
his heir and Lady Ida. From what she had seen of thi's 
child, the Countess said she was being completely ruined 
by the foolish fondness of an old relative, and the super- 
ficial education of a professed fashionable establishment, 
that she had not intended to have taken her so young from 
school, but on consideration had determined on perform- 
ing her promise to the child's father to the utmost, by giving 
her at once the advantages of a residence under her own 
roof. The mere drudgery of teaching she had resolved 
should not devolve on Florence, who, she was convinced, 
had not physical strength for it ; but she vdshed her tc 
superintend her education, to instruct the heart more 
than the head, to train the will and temper yet more than 
the mind ; to do this for Constance now, and in one or 
two years more for her own darlings Helen, and Ida, whom 
she and the Earl would trust with Florence as confidently 
and securely as with herself; and in addition to all this, 
she laughingly pursued, resolved on checking the strong 
emotion ydth wluch her companion sought to reply, to bo 
still the Cpuntess's friend, and in that character, to be 
called upon for services in her large establishment far too 
numerous to name. Would these momentous duties render 
her a sufficiently useful member of the family, to receive 
whatever salary the Countess might choose, without com- 
promise of her own proud independence. 

" That depends," replied Florence, with a smile almost 
as arch as those of former years. 

" Indeed ! well then, MiSs Leslie, you are to please to 
remember that firstly, I have engaged you, not for one, 
but for a variety of duties. Secondly, that in my esta- 
blishment you will incur personal expenses, which you 
would not incur at home ; and, lastly, which combines all 
the rest, my will is law. and being in these matters incom* 



V 
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parably wiser than yourself, you will abide by my decision. 
Have you not yet found out, Florence," she continued ir 
her own tone, " that I have a will of my own, and, in con 
sequence, hold the world's supreme authority on some 
things in most supreme contempt, on nothing more than the 
manner in which it regards those iuvaluable friends to whom 
we intrust the moral and mental training of our children/' 

Lady St. Maur was not, however, content with securing 
Florence's personal comfort alone. At her request. Sir 
Charles Brashleigh visited Mrs. Leslie, and on giving his 
opinion that though fearfully shattered by anxiety and 
trial, and the victim of a disease in itself quite incurable, 
the pure air and repose of the country would be far more 
beneficial than a residence in London. A beautiful little 
cottage on their estate in Warwickshire was offered to 
Mrs. Leslie by the Earl, to occupy either as a yearly tenant, 
or on lease, whichever she might prefer. Its greatest at- 
traction, he declares, being its close vicinity to Florence, 
who, for at least six or eight months in the year, would 
be living at Amersley Hall, not teia minutes' wajk from the 
cottage. 

" The tie which has bound you so closely in years of 
suffering, must not be severed in joy," he said, with feel- 
ing. *' There is to me an actual sancity in family love, 
which I wish my children taught by example sLs well a& 
precept ; and I know not where they would see it more 
forcibly before them than in your family." 

Lord and Lady St. Maur knew well how to secure gra 
titude, for Mrs. Leslie and her daughters felt raised, not 
lowered, by the appreciating kindness they received. 

On the night after their taking possession of their little 
cottage (Minie's delight not a little increased by the 
plentiful supply of ancient and modem music sent down 
expressly for her use) Mrs. Leslie thought long and pain- 
fully before she retired to rest. Again her fearful secret 
weighed upon her, filling her with reproach and dread. 
Associated with the noblest and the best — ^weave roimd 
her yet more strongly Lady St. Maur's regard. Is it indeed 
wrong to permit this, and still be silent ?" So ran hei 
mysterious communings. " Yet is not my child worthy ? — 
oh, how nobly worthy! — and shall the dark truth blight 
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&11 of returning happyiess ? But -why not to the Countess 
alone? — ^would she, too, look on my poor child as the 
outcast — ^the victim ? How may I risk it ? Why did I 
teach those infant lips to call me by so sweet a name, 
which is in truth not mine ? It is vain — ^vain ! I cannot 
recall it now. If concealment be sin — oh, let its pimish- 
ment fall on me ; but spare. Father of Mercy ! spare my 
child !" 



^ ♦» 



CHAPTER XXXIL 



THE heart's awakening. 



" All women love, have loved, or are capable of 
loving," \n:ote an elegant delineator of the female heart ; 
and though Florence had arrived at the age of two-and- 
twenty, and we have not onOe written the magic word in 
conjunodon. with herself, it was nor that she was incapable 
of the emotion, but that she had never associated with 
any one at all likely to call it forth. Her life, as we have 
seen, had passed in comparative obscurity. The preca- 
rious health of her mother and brother, and many anxietiea 
and cares, had prevented all society. Day after day, often 
from ten till six, passed in the mechanical art of teaching, 
could be little productive of any feeling save that of ex- 
haustuig weariness, which yearns only for rest and quiet- 
ness, seemmg to shrink even from the idea of happiness, if 
to obtain it demanded exertion. No reality, therefore, 
could take possession of her heart ; but fancy had not been 
idle. 

Minie had very often wondered what there could be in 
long poUtical details to interest her sister, and, perhaps, 
Florence sometimes wondered herself; but there was q 
spell in the youthful eloquence of Francis Howard, even 
in its tame repetition by the press, that was acknowledged 
by all England. "Was it wonder, then, that Florence 
with a heart and mind so peculiarly awake to beauty and 
truth, should find pleasure in its perusal ? It had been 
only the last session that young Howard had actual l3f 
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been in the House, and even thenj by a most unprece> 
dented triumph of public favor, for he had barely com- 
pleted his twenty-first year ; but his great talents, his 
truth-seeking and truth-proclaiming mind had through 
various striking pamphlets already made him known, and 
tt was long extracts &om these which had so oflen riveted 
the attention and admiration of Florence. 

In the happy memories of Lady Ida's ball, Francii 
Howard had always stood forth conspicuous. Florence's 
intuitive perception of mental nobiUty had even then dis- 
tinguished him as different to any other of her partners ; 
and delighting in his conversation and in the zest with 
which, like herself, he entered into the enjoyments of the 
evening, had danced with him more often than with any 
one else, not thinking a moment of his attention to herself, 
but simply that it was a pleasure to talk to so intelligent a 
person. 

During his week's sojourn at St. John's she had met 
him often, but had regarded him with no softer feeling 
than that of pleasant companionship. The many cares 
and sorrows which afterwards ensued had, as it were, 
riveted these memories with a sweetness, which might not 
have been the case had she been more happily situated in 
after life. The name of Francis Howard had attracted 
her, and she read the various notices about him sim* 
ply from the memory of the past. The more she read, 
the more she felt how congenial would be his mind and 
Walter's ; that Howard would indeed have given her 
brother's glorious gift its due ; and perhaps this Icnging 
had added to the bitterness of disappointment at Lady 
St. Maur's silence. 

Our readers will perhaps remember that yoimg Howard 
had been with Melford the day that Florence had called 
on the Viscountess, when anxious to obtain her influence 
in procuring a situation, and that they had accompanied 
her to the stage on her way home. Melford had indeed 
been the principal spokesman on that occasion, but the 
coimtenance of Howard, the few words, but most re- 
spectful manner, filling up the image which his eloquence, 
had created even more than the memory of the past, had 
Ungered strangely, and at first almost engrossingly, on 
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the vi^id imagination of Florence, adding increase of eager^ 
ness to read in his writings the reflection of his mind. How, 
many, many hours of solitude at Mrs. Russel's heightened 
this illusion in exact conformity with the truth-hreathing 
sentence which we quoted at the commencement of this 
chapter. Florence neither loved, nor had loved, but the 
vast capabihties in her heart for that emotion, oo^easioned 
the creation of an image to satisfy its yearnings. The trials 
which followed her departute from Mrs. Eussel's, though 
they rendered such thoughts less engrossing, could not ban- 
ish them entireiy. She was herself perfectly unconscious 
of their nature or their power ; rather rejoicing that circum- 
stances had prevented her from ever experiencing that emo- 
tion, whose power and intensity she had so instinctively 
dreaded in her youth. 

We are no believers in what is termed love at first sight, 
but we do believe that some faces have the power of at- 
tractipn, and are the magnet, as it were, to the needle of 
the mind, so holding the fancy chained. For this infatua- 
tion, intimate association is as often the cure as the con- 
firmer. Still, even when the latter is rwt love, but simply 
a species of animal magnetism, chaining the mind to one 
object, love itself never comes till the yearning is swallowed 
up in the truth, the worth, the aflection of the being with 
whom the invisible chain hath bound us, making two one 
ere either was aware. 

The months of September and October were pleasant 
months at Amersley. The intimate firiends of Lord and 
Lady St. Maur were constantly staying with them, occa- 
sioning a series of domestic enjoyments, peculiarly plea- 
surable to Florence. From actual gayety, her heart, still 
filled with the memories of Walter, would painfully have 
shrunk ; but this was not gayety, it was enjoyTnent. That 
her yoimg charge often occasioned her disappointment, 
demanding extreme forbearance and control, to obtain 
dominion over a proud, sullen spirit, and uncomplying 
temper, were difficulties in her task which Florence not 
only determined to overcome, but met wiUingly, satisfied 
that in patiently seeking to subdue the faults of Constance, 
«he was really forwarding the wishes of her fhendSk and 
provinsf also her own earnest desire to evince honself 
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worthy of the important trust she held. Moriiings of 
even ungrateful employment would have been more than 
recompensed by the enjoyment of the af\;emoon and even- 
ing. Neither pomp nor fashion found entrance within the 
hospitable halls of Amersley. It was truly an English 
Home, like which, seek the world over, and there is no 
other. Affection, intellect, refinement, inspired and guid- 
ed employment and recreation. From Lady Helen to lit- 
tle Cecil, (Lord St. Mauris youngest child,) from the Earl 
himself to his lowUest retainer, all seemed infused with 
a spirit of happiness, as innocent as it was reviving, and 
overflowing in uncounted channels of benevolence for many 
lailes around. In this home enjoyment of the Earl and 
Countess, of course, none but congenial spirits found ad- 
mission, and by aU these was Florence universally regarded 
with that cordial and heart-felt appreciation so reviving to 
one whom trial and care had so long claimed, that she 
often felt as if she had not one loveable quaHty remain- 
ing. Lady Helen, who was never easily pleased, soon learn- 
ed to love her dearly, and no longer wonder at the friend- 
ship towards her which her daughter-in-law had so im- 
changeably retained. 

And what was the secret of this universal kindness? 
The utter absence of pretension, which so characterized 
her conduct, that she never for one moment forgot her real 
position, or presumed in the smallest degree on the notice 
she received. Her own self-respect had always taught hei 
the respect due to others ; and perhaps it was this part ot 
her character which had so strongly attracted the regard 
and a|}probation of the Earl, who, in his heart of hearts, 
had once, perhaps, feared that his wife, energetic as she was. 
would scarcely be able to carry out her plans, and that tho 
looting on which she resolved on placing Florence in her 
establishment would engender too much familiarity between 
them. He did not know the character of Florence, — ^Lady 
St. Maur had told him, and she did, and that made all the 
difference. 

Emily and Alfred Melford were often amongst the 
^risitors at Amersley. The exertions of Lady St. Maui 
had all failed with regard to the former. She had been 
too long the victim of inertness with fancied ill-health U 
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overcome it ; but still at Amersley she was conscious of 
more happiness, or rather less ennui than any where else. 
Alfred had found out that he was not quite as indifierent 
to a certain Lady Mary as he fancied hirnself, and therefore 
when she w^as at Amersley, there too was he. 

Frank Howard's pohtical duties never allowed him a 
very long sojourn at the hall, but he made up by the 
niunbei for the shortness of his visits. Peculiarly and 
painfully situated by the morose character and anchorite 
habits of his father, he had endeavored to forget the 
gloomy sadnQSS of his domestic roof by embarking all his 
energies in following a brilliant public career. His heart, 
however, was naturally much too full of all the kindly 
home affections for such a life entirely to satisfy him ; 
and he turned to Lord St. Maur's happy circle with an 
earnest longing for such a home himself. Feeling deeply 
for his insolated domestic position, and greatly admiring 
his talents, more particularly as she saw that her husband 
was his model of manly worth, Frank was an especial 
favorite of the Countess, who oflen spoke of him to 
Florence, revealing many little traits of his boyhood 
which increased the interest he had unconciously in- 
spired. 

The reported riches of his strange father,' all of which 
he would inherit, had made him so courted and flattered 
by match-making mothers, that his manner towards 
women became as reserved and cold as to be almost a 
proverb, and even at Amersley this peculiarity did not 
quite leave him ; but to Florence no one could be kinder 
or more respectful ; nothing, indeed, to cause remark, but 
seeming to make her feel how truly he respected her as 
Florence Leslie, how fully he could appreciate her domestic 
worth and unpretending usefulness. 

Minie Leslie's susceptibility of enjoyment was actually 
infectious. Constituted superintendent of Lady St. 
Maur's village schools — ^the right hand of the venerable 
clergyman amongst his poor — as happy the sole companion 
of her mother as in the halls of Amersley, Minie's life 
was one flood of sunshine. Even the fond recollection of 
Walter could not cloud this light ; for if she were so 
happy on earth, she felt, what must he be in heaven ? 
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Florence had oflen longed to introduce hei h'l&lei to 
Howard, but by a curious combination of circumstances, 
it appeared as if fate had determined that they should noi 
meet. It seemed as if the happiness of both sisters needed 
little of increase, but yet another of the seeds sown in 
sorrow was now to burst forth in joy. 



CHAPTER XXXm. 

TRANK HOWARD. — ^YEARNINGS FOR AFFECTION. — ^THE GIFf 

RESTORED. 

"Why, Florence, what correspondent can ha\e the 
power of making you look so disappointed ?'* asked the 
Countess one evening, as they retired to the drawing-room 
after dinner. It was late in the autumn, and only the 
family were at the Hall. " Why you look as guilty and 
confused as if there were some love business in the case 
I am curious." 

" No such grave business, I assure you," was her reply. 
" I was foolish enough to hope that a jewel I parted with, 
nearly a twelvemonth ago, might be recovered, and Mr. 
Danvers* reply that he had long ago lost all trace of it 
caused a paiiiiul feeling of disappointment." 

"And how do I know but that it is not an affaire de 
ccBur, after all? Such a precious jewel can surely only be 
a love token." 

" No, dear Lady St. Maur, it was no token of love, but 
of friendship. Forgive me, if I seemed to hold your gift 
in httle value ; only to fulfil what I felt were the wishes of 
the dying could it thus have gone." 

" And do not regret it, Florence ; I know you too well 
to think you parted witl^ it lightly. Besides, there is a 
spell in those emeralds," she added, laughingly ; " know 
you not they are the emblems of constancy, and not 
only lose all their brilliancy if touched by a faithless hand, 
but are dim and dull till they return to the hand that gave 
or to the true heart that resigns them ? Now, if Danvers 
iold them to any but the right person, they wil'. be uselessj 
lacking all light and lustre ; but if—" 
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She was interrupted by the entrance of Lord St. Mam 
and Frank Howard, talking so earnestly that the latter did 
not even salute the Countess till she spoke 

" Fraaik ! here again so soon, when you declared 
Amersley should not see you for two months ; you were 
goLag to study so deeply. I wish you joy of your perse- 
verance ; it is just one week since we bade you farewell. 
What are you so earnest about? Politics again, those 
hateful politics, only tolerated for my husband's sake, 
though the wise world does choose to dub me his promptei 
and adviser. 

" But this is not politics, Lady St. Maur ; it is poetry, 
the finest, purest, truest, which this prose-loving world 
has seen for many a long day. It has created a greatei 
sensation than has been felt this age ; the more perhaps 
that it is a posthumous work. The glorious genius who 
has poured out his w^iole soul on these pages may give us 
no more. I am here fairly from curiosity, for Morton re- 
fused to answer any inquiries, referring me for all informa- 
tion to the Earl, or Miss Leslie,' to whom I am the bearer 
of a large parcel from him. But how pale you look, Mis? 
Leslie ! you are ill." 

Florence had indeed sunk back on her chair, pale as 
death ; but she gazed on the book which Howard almost 
instinctively gave her ; her eyes glanced on words which 
seemed breathed in her ear once more by the very voice of 
"Walter. The book fell from her powerless hold, and drop, 
ping her face on her hands, she burst into tears. 

A few words explained ^e apparent mystery .to Frank, 
whose sympathy, instantly excited at first, was enraged ox 
his own precipitancy, and then launched into such an elo- 
quent narration of the work's extraordinary success, of the 
interest felt for the young and nameless poet, from the 
touching memoir annexed to it by the self-constituted 
editor, Morton ; of the speedy demand wjiich he was sure 
there would be for a second edition, when he hoped the 
poet's name would not be withheld ; that those who had 
neglected him in hfe, only because success had not crowned 
his genius, might know what aT)eing they had scorned — 
that Florence was enabled to rally from her natural emo- 
tion, and listen, with melancholy pleasure, to Howard'f 
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woids. Morton's letter to herself, and the several revicwB 
he had forwarded, confirmed all the young man said, even 
to his desire and intention, with Mrs. Leslie's permission, 
of puhlishiiig the next edition with the author's name. 
The beauty and taste in which the work had been got up 
could not fail to strike Florence, and she almost feared 
that Morton's generous appreciation had outstripped his 
judgment. She did not know, nor did she ever know, 
that it was to the Earl's admiration of the poems, when 
first told their tale by Morton, that the work owed its 
present attractions of type and illustrations, that full 
justice to the beautiful designs of the young artist might 
be done. Eagerly, when Florence retired, did Frank 
listen to Lady St. Miaur's narrative of "Walter's sufferings, 
and his family's devotion. Reverence for genius was a 
strong feature in Howard's character ; and that Florence 
had tended the sufferings, soothed the sorrows, and sym- 
pathized with every spiritual dream, endowed her, in his 
eyes, with a portion of the sacredness encircling the poet's 
self. 

"We will leave to the imagination of our readers the 
mother's feelings, as from the quivering lips of Florence 
on the following day she heard that a world had acknow 
ledged the mighty genius of her angel boy ; a world was 
paying homage to his name in death — ^his name who in 
life had scarcely found a friend. 

It was a lovely autumn morning that Florence returned 
to the Hall from her mother's cottage, welcoming the 
sunshine as enabling her to join her pupils by their 
usual breakfast hour. The trees were almost all bare of 
leaves, but to her eye there was a charm in their delicate 
tracery against the clear blue sky, in the rich dark green 
of the holly, and here and there in the red and yellow 
leaves still lingering on the spray. A slight hoar frost 
had woven its net- work on some of the trees, and lay in 
beautiful tracery on the fresh green grass, and a clear 
stream, swollen by some heavy rains, laughed and gurgled 
in fhe sunshine, bearing many a jagged branch and yeUow 
leaf along with it. The air was firesh and exhilarating, 
and Florence walked on briskly, thinking on ; she herself 
would have said so many things, that we may not disba* 
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lieve her, though if there be a mesmeric power, as some 
say, to bring those on whom we are pondering palpably 
before us, a voice at her side would certainly betray who 
it was that occupied at least a portion of her thoughts. 

"You are an early riser, Miss Leslie. Why, most 
people are still in their chambers, if not on their couches. 
The sun has only just peeped out himself." 

"Do you .lot know the old adage, Mr. Howard, *An 
hour lost in the morning is never found all day.' My 
pupil and I must not abuse Lady St. Maur's indulgence 
yesterday by wasting our best hours to-day. Now you 
have no such weighty incentive, yet I find you enjoying 
this beautifid morning too.'' 

" I do enjoy it. The mornings of the fall of the jeai 
are sometimes so lovely as to make amends for the gloomy 
dusk. November is no month for suicides in the country, 
whatever it may be in London. Do you share your brother's 
feeling on the subject of * autumn?'" And he repeated, 
with real pathos and rich intonation, one of Walter's most 
beautiful poems. A conversation of much interest na- 
turally followed, and Florence was surprised, and almost 
alarmed at the passionate earnestness with which, in al> 
lusion to the love she and Walter had borne each other, 
he exclaimed, " Yes I in spite of all his sufferings, priva- 
tions, cares, Walter Leslie was a being to be envied. Oh ' 
Miss Leshe, you cannot know how I yearn for the ties of 
blood, how my heart envies all who bend to feel a mother's 
kiss or clasp a sister's hand. How strange it seems to 
me, that any one who possesses such sweet ties should 
heed them not, and never think them blessings. I never 
(cnew a mother's love ; strangers nursed me, hirelings only 
loved me ; in childhood I scarcely knew that I had a 
father — in boyhood he was not one to "wan my love, and 
even had he been, could' not have filled my soul's deep 
yearnings for the gentler, dearer fondness of a mother, or 
a sister, to love, protect, be proud of, and to give me back 
al) the love I felt. Your brother knew such love. , Li the 
midst of woe, and bodily and mental ill, it shone around 
bim like an angel's simle ; and, oh ! I would bear his 
bvirden, heavy as it was, to be so cherished, so beloved." 

Florence had never heard Frank revert to himself befort, 
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even in his most unguarded moments; but she diii re* 
collect once, when called upon by the children to settle 
some trifling dispute, when caressing the little pouting 
Cecil into good humor, and bidding him kiss his sister, 
his saying, with much deeper emotion than the occasion 
warranted — ** Kiss her, love her, Cecil ; you do not know 
yet what a sister wJl be to you ; perhaps you will never 
know, for you may never feel the void which life is without 
one/' And this, though it passes little heeded at the 
time, confirmed his present passionate words. To reply 
was rather difficult ; but Howard, as if half-ashamed of his 
own emotion, talked on other things, and so entertainingly, 
that the walk to the Hall seemed marvellously shorter 
than usual. 

'* Miss Leslie, Miss Leslie !" exclaimed a sweet childish 
voice, as Florence was dressing for dinner that day, and 
the little Ida bounded through the readily opened door — 
** Mamma says I am to give you this, and to tell you that if 
you ever part with it now^ these beautiful stones nrnst grow 
dim and dull, and. can never return to you again.'* And 
to Florence's extreme surprise she received from the eager 
child her own identical cross and chain. 

" I know not if the legend be a true one after all,'* said 
the Countess, as Florence, on joining her, entreated her 
only -to tell her if that too had been one of the many 
witnesses against her. *' It told me indeed that you loved 
me still, but had ceased to trust me ; yet how can the 
cne truth be perfect without the other." 
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CHAPTER XXXIV. 

THE PORTRAIT AND ITS COUNTERPART. 

Frank Howard's deep interest in Walter naturally 
led him to Mrs. Leslie's cottage, and so much pleasure 
did he find in his first visit that he repeated it whenevei 
he came to the Hall. By one of those curious coined 
denoes which we sometimes find, he never once mei 
Mirie, even at her mother's cottage, though not a HttU 
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anxious to do so . not only from the admiration -with 
which he always lingered on her picture, both in Walter's 
own painting and in the frontispiece to his hook, but from 
discovering that hers was the exquisite voice which had so 
charmed him at Morton's. The curious chances which 
always seemed to prevent the best laid plans for their in- 
troduction to each other, became at length quite a jest 
between the persons concerned ; Minie declaring that if she 
ever should meet Mr. Howard, she should certainly think 
something extraordinary was iinpending, and Florence 
feeling almost vexed that the time Jiad come for their 
leaving Amersley without this desired introduction having 
taken place. 

The respectful deference which Frank ever manifested 
towards Mrs. Leslie, his unfeigned admiration of Walter's 
genius, rendered still dearer by the strong feeling with 
which he alluded to his character and trials, naturally won 
Mrs. Leslie's heart, and she looked forward to the young 
man's visits as periods of enjoyment. But the train of 
thought which they left behind them was as indefinable 
as it was engrossing. Something in his coimtenance 
seemed to rest upon her memory as having been seen 
before, yet indistinctly as the vision of a dream. . Just 
before Lord St. Maur and his family's departure for 
London, Howard had come as usual, staying perhaps 
the longer as he thought it would be several months 
before he should be in that part of England again, when 
he hoped, he said^ with a smile, that the spell upon his 
meeting Minie would be broken, and they would be per- 
sonally as intimate as he felt they were in all else already. 
He conversed for some time with even more than wonted 
animation, and when he left her, Mrs. Leslie remained 
buried in thought, which thronged upon her more myste- 
riously, yet more incongruous than usual. Suddenly a 
flash seemed to illumine their darkness, but with a light 
too painful to be borne. 

" It cannot be," she involuntarily exclaimed aloud, 
^'cannot be, or if there be indeed similarity, it must 
be only accidental. The expression is so different, as 
unhke as an angel to a fiend, and yet the outline of the 
face, the features themselves, these are alikOi it is vain to 
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deny it ; but the name, the title, they were not his, even 
in perspectiTe. No, no, the thought is folly ; there 
can be no danger to the child — the very likeness it 
unlike." 

But the thought would return, perhaps more perse ver* 
ingly from the depression occasioned by the parting from 
Florence, for some months' residence jn London. 

The political duties of the Earl took him. up to town 
rather before what is called the season ; but for the first 
tune in her life the great city appeared almost as agreeable 
a residence to Florence as the coimtry. The Countess 
seemed determined he should see it in other coloring 
than that of care and sorrow ; and its magazines of art 
and science, its galleries, were painting and sculpture 
marked the progress of British genius — ^its varied avenues 
to literature and music — its interesting antiquities, and 
associations with men of genius of the past, as weU 
as of the present, all were revealed to the eyes and mind 
of Florence, and found her willing and rejoicing to ac- 
knowledge that there was much indeed in the capital of 
her country to call for admiration and reverence from the 
hearts of her sons. She saw, too, that influence and 
benevolence were not to be confined to life in the coimtry, 
that to do good was not, as Emily Melford had once 
solemnly assured her, incompatible with a London life. In 
her youth the Lady Ida Villiers had been taught by a ju- 
dicious father those fearful abuses which are now made 
the subject of so many able pens, but which, twenty years 
ago, were scarcely known beyond the range of the sufferers 
themselves. An enlightened politician, because a true 
patriot himself, the late Lord Edgemere, had made it his 
business to become thoroughly acquainted with the sufier- 
ings of the working-poor, had associated his daughter with 
his practical benevolence, which was extending widely 
even at the very time that his theory was considered by his 
compeers as but the delusions of a fever dream. Edmund 
St. Maur had imbibed these visionary projects, and now 
he and his Countess worked hand-in-hand for the ameliora- 
tion of those over-tasked and suffering classes, of whose 
very existence Emily Melford, and very many besides her- 
self, wore wholly ignorant. At the period of our tale, 
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loven years ago, such benevolence was confined to some 
few enlightened and noble-minded individuals. How re- 
joicingly must the philanthropist regard the march of time, 
as associated with the amelioration of his species, when 
he reflects on the spirit working now, that the social evils, 
invisible and impalpable before, are now rising before 
men's eyes and minds, rendered strong and mighty, far- 
spreading in their appeal for redress and removal, alike bv 
the pen of genius and the exertions of the good. In these 
views, and m their practice, as in every thing else, the 
Countess St. Maur associated Florence as a friend capable 
not only of assisting, but of understanding and sympathizing 
in them. Innumerable little things proved to her grateful 
heart that the Countess indeed spoke as she felt, when she 
assured her that she could leave home with a heart as 
light again as the last season, for she knew her place was 
so faithfully supplied, both to her mother and her children ; 
of);en concluding with a very mischievous smile — " If you 
should ever marry, Florence, what shall I do? If the 
gentleman be not exactly what I approve, I shall refuse 
my consent, depend upon it.'* And Florence would declare 
she need be under no fear, for she was much too happy as 
she was ever to think of marrying. Nor did she think of 
it ; the idea of love, she believed, had never entered her 
mind ; not dreaming that the peculiar pleasure she felt in 
the society of one individual could proceed, from such a 
source. Love ! she smiled at the bear idea. How could 
she, a portionless, unattractive girl, ever dream of being 
loved ! and imless love were offered, how could she re- 
turn it ? And so she mingled amongst the select circle 
of Lady St. Maur*s intimate friends, who always proffered 
her the gratification of attention and appreciation, which 
the Countess insisted on her accepting; mingled with 
them, as she beheved, love-proof, pleasing and wilHng tc 
be pleased; but, as she imagined, neither attracting noi 
feeling any stronger emotion. 

Meanwhile a second edition had been called for of 
Walter's poems, and his name being now universally known 
Florence had often the melancholy gratification of re- 
ceiving kindness and attention for his sake, from those 
\xrhose mind and heart could appreciate the genius gone 
9 
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Moie than once she found herself unconsciously searchukg 
for thd original of that lovely portrait, which revealed the 
object of his secret, but all-engrossing love. His fragments 
of thought had disclosed that he loved one so far above 
him that they could never be imited, and that he had loved 
unknown, unsuspected by its object. The portrait had 
riveted the face upon her memory, but she searched for its 
living counterpart in vain. 

A Can it be that the theory of the ancients has some faint 
i^adowing of truth — ^that souls are sent on the earth in 
pairs, and wander lonely and sorrowing en their diverse 
paths, till their kindred essence again is found, and their 
union on earth is the faint shadow of the bhss awaiting 
them in heaven? That therefore is it there are sorrow 
and anguish in unrequited, aye, and often in requited 
love, for seldom is it the souls paired in heaven are 
joined on earth. Love may be felt, but oceans and 
deserts, or the yet wider barriers of poverty and wealth, 
may stretch between the two souls yearning for each other, 
and thus they clothe another with the unanswered light- 
gleaming for their own ; and therefore it is that some 
imions seeming of love, fade into indiiference and neglect, 
but when wedded life is such joy that the love felt before 
marriage is as nothing, compared to the deep afiection 
afterwards, brightening more and more into the perfect 
day, through lingering years and their varying ordeals 
each soul has found its kindred soul, and they are one 
again forever. Can this be? Who oh earth may 
answer?) /^^ 

"Miss Leslie," said Sir Charles Brashleigh, one day, 
as he was partaking the Earl's family dinner, I have 
made a promise in your name which I depend on your 
goodness to fulfil. It is to accompany me on a visit to 
a young patient, who, I greatly fear, is fast sinking 
from decline, the primary cause of which is hidden in 
mystery. Your brother's poems are never out of her 
hands, often opcasioning such emotion, that I have threat- 
ened to refuse her the luxury of reading them ; but it is 
only a threat^ and she knows it, for no earthly emotion can 
harm hpr now, poor gir^ ! I cannot help believing there 
ha§ been some ill-fated }oye at work, un4en»imng hei 
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health ; hut her family declare it to he utterly impossihle. 
She was scarcely introduced into society hefore she hecame 
ill. I asked her one day if she felt any wish to know the 
family of the poet, whose genius she admired so much ? 
Her cheek quite flushed with the eagerness of her assent ; 
and turning to the frontispiece, I told her all I knew about 
it, and how fondly the poet had been loved hy his famJy, 
asking her which of lus sisters she most wished to see. 
Her face had been turned from me, and when she looked 
up again, I was terrified at its ghastly whiteness, and the 
strange quivering of her lips before she could speak, she 
pointed on the figure I had said was yours, and faintly 
articulated. * The one you say is Florence — ^she was older, 
could love him best, and he so loved her.' And so I pro- 
mised — ^was I right ?" 

" Oh yes. Sir Charles, I will go with you with pleasure ; 
if she can so love my Walter in his poems, I need no more 
to love and feel for her." 

Sir Charles thanked her with a kindly nod, and the 
Countess inquired who his patient was ? 

" The youngest daughter of Sir William Lennox, the 
head, although the passive . one, of some large mercantile 
house connected with the India-house, incalulably rich, 
and a man much sought aHer ; his wife was some lady of 
rank, and he looks to his daughters making, what is called, 
capital matches. It will be a sad visit, Miss Leslie ; but I 
know your kind heart wlLL not regret it, if I can give her 
any satisfaction." 

Florence assured him she should not, and the Earl 
added — 

" By the way, Florence, was it not in some suclf ofiSice 
that your poor brother labored so incessantly ? Have I not 
heard you say it had to do with the India trade ?" 

"Yes; but I never heard him mention Sir William 
Lennox ; I rather think Meynard was the name of his 
principal employer." 

" That may be, and yet it may be the same concern, as 
Sir William is seldom or never known or seen by his junior 
clerks." 

Interested in Sir Charles's narrative, Florence did not 
CLotice this remark. The admiration excited by her brother 'g 
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poems was so general, that there was nothing remarkablt 
in a young and sufiering girl lingering on their pages til] 
she felt her own soul reflected in them ; and her belief 
that Walter's love was as unreturncd as it was unknown, 
prevented any association of the portrait and Sir Charles's 
tale. 

The following day Sir Charles called for her. She wai 
received, kindly by the &inily, and after a brief delay, 
conducted to the chamber of the young invalid. Could it 
be ? Florence started in undisguised astonishment ; that 
face — ^that lovely face, with its faint, beautiful rose, itfl 
waving curls of paly gold, through which the brow gleamed 
forth like ivory, as pure and stainless, she knew it at a 
glance. Strange — ^mysterious as it seemed, here lay the 
lovely idol of the poet's dreams ; and those impassioned 
dreams were in her hand, were treasured next her heart. 
The deep violet orbs, almost black, from their long dark 
fringes, fixed their full earnest gaze on Florence, as she 
entered, and the hectic deepened on her cheek, but she 
eagerly extended her hand, and faintly murmured — 

'* This was kind, kind indeed, to come to me so promptly ; 
Sir Charles ; will you add to your kindness, and permit 
me to be alone with Miss Leslie ? You know I cannot 
bear many around me, and they spoil me by indulging me 
in every thing." 

" And so I suppose I must in this. Miss Lucy. Well, 
well, be it so. 1 will call for Miss Leslie in an hour." 

And so saying he departed. Florence had spoken some 
kindly words ; but for several minutes after Sir Charles 
had disappeared, the poor invalid kept her hand on 
Florence's arm, looking sadly and inquiringly in her face ; 
at length she murmured, 

" You are not like him, I hoped you would be. Yet he 
loved you, and Sir Charles has told me how you loved 
him. Oh, Miss Leslie ! bear vsith me ; do not scorn me 
as a poor, weak, degraded girl. You are his sister, and 
he is gone ; there can be no shame, no sin ; I could not 
whisper it to others, they could not imderstand me ; per- 
haps they would upbraid me, or think ill of him ; and, 
oh ! death were better than that. You think I am raving, 
delirious ; oh, no ! no ! 1 am not. They call it decline, 
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mere bodily disease, but it is not ; my heart is broken, and 
all — all for love of him I" 

Whispered as the words were, Jtheir agonized tone thrill- 
ed to the heart of Florence, who had thrown herself on hex 
knees beside the couch, and was pressing tearful kisses on 
the damp brow, which had sought its resting place on hei 
bosom, as if the words had burst forth involuntarily, and 
left her exhausted from their violence. 

" You weep," she said, at length, as she felt the hot 
tears of Florence fall fast upon her cheek ; ** bless, bless 
you fo/ those tears ; I thought my heart would wear its 
iron chain of secrecy to the grave ; but when Sir Charles 
spoke of you, and all that you had borne and felt for love 
ofhun, my whole soul yearned to pour forth its tale to 
you. Did he never teU you there was a time wheA, from 
the high character his employers gave him, my father had 
him, day after day, in our house in London to transact 
some private business ? and daily I saw him, for I was 
privileged, and wherever my father was, his petted Lucy 
was at his side, and I looked on his face, I listened to his 
thrHling voice, and felt and knew his hidden genius ; he 
haunted me night and day, but I knew not, guessed not 
how powerfully, till monthis passed, and I saw him not 
again, and the longing grew stronger and stronger, tili my 
soul was sick, and my strength failed ; and yet I dared 
not speak it, for neither look nor word betrayed that he 
had ever thought of me ; and then they told me he was 
ill, ill almost unto death, and never came to his office 
again. And whom coidd I ask of him ? And months 
wared, and no one guessed why both my health and 
spirits sunk till they laid me here. Yet still it seemed I 
hoped, and then they placed this volume in my hand, and 
I traced his form ! Aye, indistinct as to others that 
sketch may be, to me it was clear, vivid, expressive of life ; 
and I knew that the poems were his work. But that 
prefaces-did it tell his fate ? I dared not think it ; yet it 
froze my very life blood. And there was no rest, no 
sleep, tijl my father prevailed on Morton to tell the poet*s 
name, and it was his. Oh, God ! the death-stroke of that 
hour !** 

She broke off abruptly, and Florence felt her slight 
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frame quiver, as if convulsed with inward ajjonv , foi 
several minutes she found not words to answer; a1 
length-^— 

" Would it be joy to think that love returned ?" she 
said, with soothing tenderness ; " alas, sweet one I he 
loved thee too well." 

Lucy sprang from her recumbent posture, gazing on 
that gentle, pitying face, as if to penetrate its truth, an.l 
almost inarticulately exclaimed — 

. "Could 1 think so ! dared I think so ! oh, what unutter- 
able joy ! . But say it, say it again ; it is not only to soothe, 
to console, say that he loved me !" 

And briefly and tenderly Florence told all she knew 
and how she had traced the original of his treasured por- 
trait, the moment she beheld her. The poor girl heard 
and a burst of passionate tears succeeded, and then a 
calm so deep, so still, it was as if the soul were already 
separating from the body. 

" Joy, joy for me," were her parting words to Florence, 
and though the voice was one of utter exhaustion, her 
eyes seemed to dance in the light of rapture ; "joy, such 
joy, there are no cold barriers to love in heaven. Walter 
will be mine there, all mine — oh, joy !" 

And from that hour, though she sank rapidly, the 
depression of spirits, the irritability of disease entirely 
subsided. There was ever a bright smile on her fading 
lip, a glittering joyousness in her deep blue eye ; and so 
after a few, a very few weeks, she passed away from earth, 
and none knew the wherefore of that early death, none 
knew the secret of her love, for Florence felt it a theme 
too hallowed for mortal ear. Death had consecrated its 
memory in her own heart, but its knowledge seemed to 
remove every wish that Walter could return to earth. /If 
there be such love in this cold, perishable world, where 
blisf! has no foundation but the receding sand, and love 
L8 bom but to die, oh, what must love be in heaven ! Is 
there one longing within us for the good, the pure, the 
infmite, that is implanted, not to be fulfilled ? Has He 
made all things for good, yet left to dust and ashes the 
purest, noblest feelings in the heart of man ? No, no. 
Every silent whisper in the heart breathes of immo^ 
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tality, and dearer, more durable than all cthei is the voice 

of LOVE.! 

CHAPTER XXXV. 

PRIDE OF BIRTH. — ^THE SUMMONS. — ^DEATH OF MRS. LESLU. 
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" What is the matter, Frank ? you look perfectly igarh, 
inquired Lady St. Maur, as that gentleman joined thesi one 
morning in the library. Florence chanced that day to be 
one of the reading party. " Any shock between your idols 
— ^State and Senate ? If so, the more play for your powers 
of eloquent oratory." 

" No, no, Lady St. Maur ; no public mischance, or your 
husband would have been the first to tell you. I wonder 
you have not .heard of the domestic tragedy which has so 
startled me." 

" Tragedy !" repeated the Earl ; " my good fellow, what 
do you mean ?" 

" Something very dreadful, by his looks. Come, Frank, 
have pity on our curiosity ; what is it — suicide for love, or a 
duel — an elopement, or something more startling still ?" 

" Nay, Lady St. Maur, it has fairly shocked me out of all 
jesting. Have you heard nothing of the exposi in the Bel- 
mont family?" 

" Not I ; I lr.ave not seen Mary or Emily for the last 
week, and I only hear any thing of gossip from them. 
What of Lady Belmont ? I always imagined her one of 
the happiest persons in this great aristocratic world, and 
just now particularly ; one of her daughters is engaged to 
such an excellent young man !" 

" Do speak out, Frank," urged the Earl. " What can 
you have to say about her, which seems so loth to leave 
your lips ? Is she less happy than Ida thinks ?" 

" Happy ! good heavens, my lord ! how she can ever 
have seemed happy, I know not : she is not Lord Belmont's 
wife !" 

" Not his wife ! then who in the world is she ?" ex- 
claimed the Countess, quite unconscious of the real mean- 
ing of his words ; but in an instant, cheek, brow, even al] 
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that was visible of her delicate throat, becaine dyed with 
glowing crimson, and she continued, indignantly—^" It musl 
be all scandal, Frank — ^the basest, most unfounded." 

" I wish it were ; but, unhappily, it is a confessed fact> 
now. Some one whi^ered it to Arlington, and of course 
he denied it ; vowed that it was false, and went straight to 
Belmont himself, declaring he must relinquish all claim 
to Miss Belmont's hand, unless her father gave him some 
positivx;. assurance of the falsity of the charge. Lord Bel- 
mont equivocated, and tried hard to throw him off the 
scent, when, to the utter horror of both parties, the Baron- 
ess threw herself at Arlington's feet, as if to implore his 
mercy — tried to speak, and fell to the ground in strong con- 
vulsions. The whole was of course discovered, and Gerard, 
in a state of desperation, is gone to the continent, resigning 
all his pretensions, and his union with such a family is at 
an end forever." 

" The poor unhappy girl !" ejaculated Florence, with the 
most imfeigned commiseration. 

" But what could he do. Miss LesUe ?" Frank spoke 
with even more than his usual energy. " Could a man of 
honor, of reputation, unite himself with one of such dis- 
honorable birth? Could he, with the least particle of 
feeling either for himself or liis children, have acted other- 
wise?" 

" It is too dreadful either ^to argue or think upon," re- 
pHed Florence ; ** but it seems so hard, so cruel, that the 
innocent should thus suffer for the guilty." 

"It is so, yet it is only right," replied Lord St. Maur. 
** "Were it otherwise, remorse might forever sleep, and guilt 
itsolf receive no check. Miss Belmont, indeed, demands 
our commiseration, but poor Arlington not less so." 

" He is much less to be pitied, than had this denouement 
taken place after his marriage," rejoined Howsurd "I call 
him a fortunate fellow in spite of all." 

" My dear Frank, you speak as if you had no sympathy 
whatever with his feelings towards his betrothed : can they 
00 conquered in an hour, think you ?" 

" Perhaps not. Were I in his place I should be too 
grateful for my escape from such ignominy to retain any 
other emotion." 
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"*He jests at scars who never felt a, wound/ " replied 
Lord St. Maur, half smiling. Frank became more earnest. 

" Indeed, my lord, I mean what I say ; the more 1 
loved, the more determined should I be upon an everlast* 
ing separation in such a case. Could I bear one stigma 
to fling the faintest shadow on the being I had chosen, oi 
on any one belonging to her ? The veriest torture of un« 
conquered love would be preferable to such continued 
fear ; s^i heaven preserve me from such an ill-fated attacn 
ment I'* 

'* Amen I for notwithstanding the harsh sound of youi 
words, they have but too much truth in them," replied the 
Countess. 

" I will not argue on their justice or injustice, for th<. 
subject is too painful : dismiss it, pray, and tell us some 
thing more worth hearing ; I hate the very whisper of such 
themes." 

And so do we, gentle reader ; and had not this conversa- 
tion, trifling as it seems, been absolutely necessary for the 
clear elucidation of some future portions of our tale, we 
should have dismissed it altogether. 

Who, amongst us, has not felt at one period or another 
of our mortal career the truth of Moore's beautiful lines ? — 

" There is a dread in all delight, 
A shadow near each ray, 
That bids us then to fear their flight 
When most we wish their stay?* 

/^A sort of quivering happiness, whidh carries us for th* 
time out of ourselves, sheds a sudden glow of joy over 
the simplest things — ^bids us tread the earth as if it had 
no care nor shade — GUb the heart with a kind of elastic 
buoyancy — ^makes the eye dance in its light, the voice 
becomes song in its child-like glee ; and yet, in the midst 
of this, an under-current of sadness makes itself heard for 
a brief moment, whispering, ** This cannot last : banish it 
Bre it bring woe," and then, again, it is lost in the voice of 
joy ; nor is it recalled till some sudden grief quenches the 
brilliant light, and we feel that intense happiness has but 
cradled sorrow J 

For the comparatively long period of one month; Flo- 
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rence was under the influence of this strange joyousiiess . 
even during its continuance she felt it unnatural ; but in 
spite of all her efibrts, she could not dim the sparkling cur- 
rent in which life flowed by; she could not define its 
source; perhaps she did not ask herself, content alone to 
feel. Every day seemed in itself a little age of joy. Her 
pleasures of the evening wero enhanced by the recollection 
of duties satisfactorily accomplished in the morning ; the 
duties of the mommg sweetened by the memory of some 
kindness, some appreciation, or some intellectual improve- 
ment of the previous evening ; and even a dance could be 
enjoyed with the elasticity and zest of former years. Her 
letters from home heightened this enjoyment. Mrs. Leslie 
had been more than usually suflering, but the last six 
weeks had seemed so wonderfully well, that she could even 
walk to the Hall to superintend some new arrangements 
which Lady St. Maur wished completed. Her very preca- 
rious health, the consciousness that the disease under which 
she labored was indeed incurable, had always been present 
to the imagination of Florence, ever preventing happiness 
from being perfect ; but now even this seemed to have lost 
its dread. She could not realize anxiety, though she actu- 
ally sought it, so fully convinced did she feel that this un- 
natural happiness could not last, and actually longing foi 
some slight ** shadow near the ray," to prevent some greater 
wne. It was, perhaps, a superstitious feeling, but who has 
not known its influence ? 

On reporting Mrs. Leslie's wonderfully improved health, 
to Sir Charles Brashleigh, he looked so grave, that the 
Countess became alarmed ; and when Florence had left 
them, he avowed that he did not like the accounts. In a 
disease like Mrs. Leslie's, such sudden improvements but 
too often predicted either a fearful increase of suflering, or 
its termination. Cautiously and tenderly Lady St. Maur, 
in consequence, entreated Florence not to build too much 
on the continuance of Mrs. Leslie's present health, propo- 
sing that she should go down and spend a week with her 
mother, that she might judge of her herself, and advise her 
from Sir Charles not to tax her new-foimd strength too 
much. Florence eagerly assented, promising, however, to 
•eait quietly till the morrow's post. 
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Anxiety thus aroused no longer eluded her gras^ and 
she counted the hours till the morning's post should come 
in, turning almost sick with suspense ; yet failing in 
strength to make any inquiry even when she knew the 
hour had come and past, and no letter had heen brought 
to her as usual. Not ten minutes afterwards the Countess 
entered, and one glance on her face sufficed for Florence 
to sink back powerless on her chair. . 

"You shall set off directly, dearest. Do not look so 
alarmed. Your mother has had a return of her old attacks, 
and rather more violently than usual ; but it may pass ofi 
again as it has often done. My dear Florence, do not let 
strength fail you now." 

" But why has not Minie written to me as usual ? 
Something dreadful has occurred. Oh ! Lady St. Maur, 
in pity do not hide it from me ; I can better bear it than 
.suspense." 

** Minie was too anxious, my love. You know she is 
very young to endure any thing Uke care. "Will you pro- 
mise me to try and be calm, and not magnify evil, if I let 
you read this letter ? Ferrers feared to alarm you, and so 
very wisely wrote to me." 

Florence grasped the letter, struggling to suppress the 
hysterical emotion which almost choked her as she read. 
Her mother, it appeared, had not only exerted herself 
more than usual, in walking to and from the hall, but 
had also employed several hours in writing; an exeicise 
generally pamful. The night before, Ferrers stated, that 
she had left her mistress at her desk, and retired to her 
own room adjoining. How long she slept she did not 
know, but it seemed some hours, when she was awakened 
by a heavy falL Startled and terrified, she rushed into 
Mrs. Leslie's room, and found her extended motionless, 
and perfectly insensible, on the floor. Several papers 
were scattered on the table, and the pen was still we* 
with ink. The fit had lasted several hours ; and though 
she had rallied a little, and appeared 'sensible of surroimd- 
ing objects, and Minie' s intense grief, every efibrt to speak 
had been unavailing, or merely produced unintelligibltt 
murmurs. Ferrers concluded by expressing her own fean 
that she was sinking rapidly. 
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Florence indeed took in the sense of tliis hurried ieitef, 
but all seemed enveloped in mist, she afterwards said, 
until she found herself standing by her mother's bedside ; 
but when there, the sight of that dear face, so wan, so 
altered, seeming as if already fixed in death, the sudden 
change overspreading her features, as her dim eye caught 
sight of her child, the convulsive efibrt for speech, ail 
fixed themselves indehbly on memory ; though at the time 
Florence could only sink on her Imees beside her, and 
bury her face in the bed-clothes. 

There was still motion in that death-like form, one 
hand moved languidly as if to rest on her child's lowly- 
bent head, and it seemed to the sisters as if that treasured 
voice breathed articulately — "Florence, my beloved, bless 
— " Florence started to her feet, and bending over the 
dying, imprinted kiss after kiss on her lip, brow, and cheeky 
compelling herself to composure, even while her limb? 
shook as if they must fail beneath her. 

Mrs. Leslie evidently strove to speak, but her voice was 
so changed as scarcely to be intelligible. " My child, 
burn — ^forget — my own, my own— oh God ! bless, bless 
both my children !" — she murmured, with other words, 
meaningless and strange to those that heard them. But 
why should we linger on this scene of sufiering ? Life 
appeared struggling with death to permit the utterance of 
something, that would not leave those lips, and death was 
conqueror ; for ere morning dawned all was awful stillness 
in that heart and frame. 
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CHAPTER XXXVT. 

THE FAFERS. — ^THE REQUEST* 

The first month of their sad bereavement was spent by 
Ihe sisters in moumfiil seclusion, endeavoring to obtain 
resignation and strength. Theirs had been a more than 
common trial; for death had come darkly and terribly. 
Florence could not conquer the fan^y that her poor mothex 
had suffered not alone physically, but from the agonizing 
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wish to say something, for which she had not power. The 
dying look haunted her, the expression of those deai eyes 
which, even in death, remained open, till her own hand closed 
them, seemed to linger on her full of pity, of love, and yet 
beseechingly, as if they asked that which her lips were 
powerless to do. Oh ! how she longed that that voice had 
addressed them in its own loved tone once, but once, ere it 
was hushed forever. 

To Miuie the horror of that death was such, she could not 
rally from its recollection. Nervous tremors continually 
disturbed her night and day. She tried to conquer her 
feelings, and Florence did all that soothing love could 
dictate ; but foi £omo time all in vain. Lady St. Maur left 
all the gayeties of London to go down to the Hall, and re- 
maining there a fortnight, spent day after day with the 
young mourners ; seeking, by the truest sympathy and 
warmest kindness, to alleviate their grief, and even in such 
a trial it was some consolation to feel they were not utterly 
friendless and alone. 

On examination of Mrs. Leslie's will, her little property, 
which the success of Walter's work had much increased, 
was found to be equally divided between her daughters, 
as were her few trinkets and other personal possessions. 
[t was at first considered, by Lord and Lady St. Maur, 
that it would perhaps be happier for the sisters to live, aa 
they now could do, independently together ; but that i) 
Florence still preferred remaining with them, her home 
should be Minie's also. Meanwhile Lady Mary YillierS; 
who had found time and feeling in the midst of her own 
happiness to sympathize with her favorite, travelled down 
to the sisters' cottage expressly to persuade Mime to ac« 
company her on a projected tour through Wales and Scot- 
land ; assuring her that the change of air and scene would 
do her more good than any thmg. She should be quite 
quiet, join in no unseemly gayety, as their own family and 
Mr. Melford composed the whole of the travelling party. 
Minie felt as if the exertion would be far too painful; 
behoving, as the young are prone to do under sorrow, 
that nothing could ever make her happy or mirthful again. 
Tlie earnest persuasions of her sister, the representations 
of the Countess, the pleadings of Lady Mary, whom 
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she really loved, at length however prevailed, and bIm 
accepted with gratitude the kindness profiered. 

Nearly two months after Mrs. Leslie's death, Minie 
joined her friend. Florence was to return to Lady St. 
Maur the following week, having still some affairs to settle 
ere she could leave the cottage ; particularly the arrange- 
ment of her mc*her's papers, which task from a pecuHarly 
painful repugnance she had postponed from day to day, 
and at last resolved not to attempt till after Minie's depar« 
ture. Ferrers had told her it had been evidently in the 
very act of writing that Mrs. Leslie's fatal attack had 
seized her ; and there was something on poor Florence's 
heart which made her turn giddy with emotion whenever 
she thought of those papers, traced by the hand of the 
dying, containing perhaps those very words which her 
voice had not power to pronounce. It was strange, 
perhaps, that this very circumstance had not urged her 
to examine them long ere this ; but she shrank from the 
task, vainly endeavoring to define why. Was it presen- 
timent ? We firmly believe in the existence of such a 
feeling, a dim shadow undefinable and vague, and utterly 
shapeless, yet impossible to be withstood. Florence, how- 
ever, had too strong a mind to give way to such repugnance. 
It was the first time she had' entered the chamber since her 
mother's death, and for several minutes she stood upon 
the threshold, as if she could not pass it, as. if death were 
still there, and hand in hand with desolation, smote upon 
her heart. It was about ten o'clock in the morning, and 
the sun shone with mocking briUiance within the roso- 
trellised casements, and the song of the birds seemed so 
discordantly gay, that a feeling almost of irritation' came 
upon her. The consciousness of its sinfulness instantly 
followed, and flinging herself on her knees by the bed, 
she prayed fervently, for submissiveness and strength. 
Unlocking the escritoire, she drew a table near her, and 
prepared to look over the papers and arrange them 
The first page which struck her was evidently that on 
which her mother's pen had last rested ; it was blotted as 
if the pen had fallen on it, and the last few words were 
almost illegible. Yet ,her eye was arrested on them 
instant^/ : she read her own name — her mother wa« 
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addressing her. With a sudden and convulsive niove* 
tnent, she caught up other closely written papers, and 
looked for their conmiencement ; words seemed to catch 
her strained gaze, and ahsolutely rivet it upon them, but 
still as in desperation she sought the beginning, arranging 
the sheets consecutively as she did so ; and then she read, 
and her cheek gradually grew blanched, and then her lip, 
but still there was no movement. Hour afler hour passed, 
and found her in the same occupation on the same 
Fpot. 

Ferrers was out for the day, and only one other servant, 
a simple country girl, was in the house. About three 
o'clock the girl knocked at the door, to say dinner was 
waiting in the parlor. Florence replied composedly in 
words, but her voice sounded in her own ears so strangely 
altered that she looked round in terror, thinking some ono 
else had spoken. Then she deliberately folded up those 
papers one by one, tied them together, and with them still 
in her hand, rose from her seat ; she made a few steps 
forward, as if to reach the door, but a strange mist was 
before her eyes, the room reeled; and when Fanny re- 
turned, wondering she did not come, she found her fallen 
forwards on the ground, to all appearance lifeless. 
Though much terrified, the girl did all she could think 
of to restore animation. Sense returned at length, but 
so slowly, and with so little semblance of life in the 
marble stillness of Florence's features, that Fanny en- 
treated her to let her run to the Hall, and get them to 
send for medical advice. Life itself seemed to return 
with her violent effort for speech to negative this pro- 
posal. 

"No, no, no," she wildly cried, as she struggled to 
rise ; " send for no one ; I shall be well ; I am well. 
Tell no one of this as you love me, be silent and leave 
me. 

She sank back exhausted, but after a few minutes 
again waved her hand impatiently, and Fanny was obliged 
to leave her. She returned at intervals, satisfied at 
length that afler a lapse of nearly two hours Florence, 
epoko more Uke herself But still, hour afler hour 
passed, and she made no eifort to quit the chamber oi 



212 WOMAN*S FRIENDSHIP. 

the couch on which she lay. Her hands were tightl5 
clasped together, her eyes gazed on vacancy ; her lip and 
eyelid sometimes moving convulsively, as if tears were 
near, hut none came. All was cold, rigid, motionless aa 
stone. 

Evening came, and with it the postman, bringing a 
large packet, directed by the Earl. She opened it mechan- 
ically ; there was a strange-looking, seemingly a lawyer'a 
paper, and a long kind note from Lady St. Maur. Yet 
even this last she read many times ere she could understand 
2 single line. At last she became conscious the Oountoss 
^ as alluding to the paper inclosed. 

"Do examine it, dearest Florence, and let me know 
what it ;s even before you come. The Earl is so very 
curious, that were it not for punctilio, I believe he would 
have been tempted to open and examine it ; neither he nor 
I can imagine what you can have to do with lawyer's 
papers. But I really am unconscionable to ask you to 
write ; I forget you will not receive this till Monday 
evening, and you come on Wednesday. I shall long for 
you more than ever. Constance is very good ; I look at 
her with astonishment, and think you a worker of wonders. 
All my darhngs are well ; there are many inquiries as to 
when Miss Leslie will come back. I will not say how 
much Lady Helen and I miss you, but we all look forward 
to "Wednesday. If that should prove a settlement of 
marriage from some invisible bridegroom, what shall we 
do ?" 

Florence mechanically took up the papers, and broke 
th3 seal ; but in vain she tried to understand the contents. 
The very writing seemed illegible, though in reality it 
was clear enough. Paper and pens were near her, and 
after having read the closely written letter through three 
times without comprehending a single word, she wrote a 
few lines to Lady St. Maur, begging her to excuse the 
hasty scrawl, as she had been very unwell all day, and 
still felt confused, which perhaps was her best excuse foi 
entreating Lord St. Maur to examine the papers for her, 
as she found it impossible to understand them. It wai 
either a mistake, or she was laboring under some strange 
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delusion. She read her note carefully over, it seemed 
correct, but she dared not assure herself it was, for a 
weight of lead seemed crushing all consciousness irom her 
brain. 

Night came, and Florence mechanically retired to bed, 
but there was neither rest nor sleep for her. If for a few 
minutes she dozed from utter exhaustion, it was to start up 
sgain from the most frightful images, to press her hands 
on her aching temples, and pray that madness might not 
be her portion, for she felt as if it already were ; and the 
very prayers seemed mocker}', for her heart rebelled, and 
the question, why was she doomed to all this misery ? 
was mentally reiterated till her brain burned and reeled. 
So passed the night, and so the following day, yet she 
did aU she had power to do. She was so calm, so collected 
in outward seeming, that Ferrers, though she did think her 
strangely pale, neither made nor felt the incUnation to 
make any remark. 

The evening of Wednesday found her at St. James's, 
welcomed with, if possible, more than usual kindness by 
her firietids. Lady St. Maur looked unusually arch, as if 
she had something very delightful to communicate, but 
Florence scarcely saw it. She had trembled so exces- 
sively Ml first entering the house, that all her energy was 
roused to control herself, and hide from every eye the 
anguish which was consuming heart and mind. 

'* So you actually read that important letter, my dear 
Florence, without understanding its contents ; you really 
must be more of a simpleton than I have yet believed 
yoii,' said the Countess, laughing ; " What could have 
possessed you ? I do beUeve you never even read it." 

" Indeed, I did, no less than three times, but I had a 
stupefying headache all day, and so vainly tried to under- 
stand a Hne," replied Florence, with a slight shudder, 
which made the Countess look at her more attentively. 

" And I think the headache has not left you yet. Why 
my dear girl, you are looking much worse than when I 
left you six weeks ago. Florence I fear your time has 
been more weakly than wisely employed since you havo 
been alone. Must I chide instead of congratulate you ?" 
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" Congratulate I'* repeated Florence, in a tone so hollow^ 
it startled even herself. Lady St. Maur put her arm 
round her. 

" You are ill, exhausted, dearest ; so I must be 
merciful ; perhaps jesting is ill timed, but your letters 
made me hope that you were recovering the first effects 
of your sad trial. I am so rejoiced at the contents of 
that letter, that I fancy you must be equally so ; for- 
getting tliat independence, even riches may, at such a 
moment seem of little worth." 

" Independence ! riches !*' repeated Florence, turning 
her pale face towards the Countess, with a gaze of be 
wilderment. " What can you mean ?" 

" Simply, my dear Miss Leslie," replied the Earl, 
coming forward, and taking her hand kindly, that the 
letter so perfectly incomprehensible to you, is as perfectly 
clear to us, and gives me the happiness of informing you, 
that as the acknowledged heiress of Mrs. Susan Rivers, 
of "Woodlands, lately deceased, you are now the sole pos- 
sessor of a large estate, and ail its appurtenances, with 
the not inconsiderable addition of seven thousand a year. 
"Will you now try and read Mr. Carlton's letter with the 
assistance of my notes, and annotations, or believe this 
truth on my simple word V* 

Florence looked almost wildly at the speaker. The 
words had indeed reached his ear ; but the expression of 
her features was far more of suffering than joy. 

** Mrs. Susan Eivers ! Woodlands ! it must be a mistake 
She means Flora, Mrs. Hardwicke. I can have no claimt" 
she said at intervals ; " dead ! when and where, and how 
is this ? Forgive me, my lord ; but indeed I can scarcely 
understand it now." 

" Then let me try if I can make it clearer," replied the 
Earl, sitting down by her, and producing the papers ; " it 
appears, from Carlton's letter, that Mrs. Rivers has been 
living for the last three years in an obscure village in 
Wales. The honesty of her steward, however, preserved 
^er estate on such good condition, that combined with hex 
own miserly method of living, her income has materially in- 
creased. About a year ago, her steward, at her request, 
did all he could to find you out, and through her bankeri 
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in London learned at length your destinatior. with us. 
Your claims upon her seem to have consisted in her vivid 
remembrance of your unchanging regard a:.d respect 
towards herself, so long as she permitted you to show it ; 
and another very extraordinary clause, that as you were 
the only person she had ever known, who had loved and 
trusted a iriend, and yet not been deceived, you must pos- 
sess some unusual qualities over and above those which 
had so attracted her regard ; and were therefonj Hkely to 
make good use of and enjoy the wealth which to her had 
so long been a worthless toy. She therefore bequeaths to 
Florence Leslie, eldest daughter of Edward and Maiy 
Leshe, the whole of her large possessions both in land and 
money, with the exception of a few legacies. These are 
the heads of the lawyer's letter ; and having seen him to- 
day, I have further to tell you, that you are not only an 
heiress, but an undisputed one. No costs ; no lawyer's 
long bills ; nor even any relation of Mrs. Rivers who would 
be wronged by such a will. Now, then, do you understand, 
and caq you wonder at Ida's astonishment at your non- 
comprehension of this very important letter ?" 

" And will you not accept my warmest congratulations, 
dearest Florencti? We know the little worth of mere 
riches ; but we will not abuse them, when they come as 
now, enabling you to do the good your inclination prompts, 
and take that station which your birth, talents, and virtues 
all demand." 

'' Birth demands ! No, no, no ; I have no right, no 
claim; it cannot, cannot be!" exclaimed Florence, so 
wildly, so incoherently, that both the Earl and Countess 
looked at her with alarm. "I have no right to these 
riches ; they are not mine. I can have no legal claim." 

" My dear Florence, you are bewildered still ; and this 
sudden surprise is too much for you. Try and think 
calmly ; are you not Florence LesHe, the eldest daughter 
of Edward and Mary LesUe ? nay even your birth in 
Italy is so clearly specified, that there can be no mistake 
as to your identity. Are you not this very Florence ? Do 
you not love the very name of Italy, rejoicing that it was 
your birth-place ? How I used to smile at your enthusiasm, 
when I first knew you I Florence, my dear Florence — you 
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are ill, faint ; your journey has been too much for you," 
she continued abruptly, as she noticed Florence's very lip 
become white, while her whole frame shivered convulsively ; 
and she only saved her by a quick movement from falling 
to the ground. Alarmed as they were, still they only 
considered it the effects of physical weakness produced 
from contending feelings. She recovered but slowly, and 
Lady St. Maur, as she bent down to kiss her, merely 
whispered soothingly — 

" Forget every thing that can agitate, or disturb you now, 
dearest. Only think of our dear Minie, of, what you may 
have the power of doing for her ; and even if this unex- 
pected wealth be of little value to yourself, for her sake I 
know you will soon acknowledge its importance, not alone 
with gratitude but joy." 

'' Minie !" repeated Florence, and that name seemed 
endowed with power to restore her to perfect conciousness ; 
" yes, yes, I have still her to love and cherish, to give back 
in part all that has been given. Oh, God ! oh, God ! for- 
give me ; this mercy has not been sent in vain." 

Lady St. Maur alone heard these murmured words, and 
lo her they were intelligible enough, as confirming her 
idea that Florence's emotion was occasioned by the thought 
that wealth had come too late ; those for whose dear sakes 
it would have been so valuable had passed away, and what 
then could it be to her ? Little could she dream of the 
cause of that deadly sickness, the wild yearning on that 
aching heart to iiee away and be at rest. 
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CHAPTER XXXVn. 

nJJURT FORGIVEN. 



That night Florence sat alone in her own room, hours; 
long hours after all other eyes were closed in peaceful 
slumber ; her hair loosed, and pushed from her throbbing 
brow, as if its weight were insupportable. One thought 
ihone out, clear, distinct, and at such a moment almost 
maddening in its intensity, from the dead weight of niisci^r 
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which seemed to have fallen on her. She knew she loved, 
and one whose own words had thrown an insuperable 
barrier between them. Why had those words come now, 
as if written in fire on her brain ? What, what could 
they be to her? He did not love her — it was not hia 
happiness she wrecked ; and her bruised heart struggled 
for quietness, for strength in that one reviving thought. 
Alas! she overtasked herself. She could not, indeed, 
recall a word, or tone, or murmur, which could reveal that 
he felt more than simple kindness towards her ; and yet, 
in all the incongruity of mental torture, she lingered on 
the idea that she was beloved, and her doom was tc wreck 
his happiness even as her own. And midst these thoughts 
never once did the recollection of her unexpected inherit- 
ance arise, save instantly to be repelled with a loathing 
shudder, as if, coming at such a moment, it was associated 
only with misery ; while, by an indefinable contradiction, 
those days of privation and sufiering encountered before 
Lady St. Maur*s return, were suddenly transformed to 
actual joy. Yet all was inward ; her whole being rose up 
against the betrayal of her woe, even in those moments 
when the burden of that fatal secret seemed too heavy to 
be borne. 

So days passed on. Florence had earnestly entreated 
tiie Countess to permit her continuing her former occupa- 
tions in the family, at least till the year of mourning was 
at an end ; not, indeed, as a salaried governess, but simply 
because she preferred instructing Constance in her retire- 
ment to absolute idleness. In vain the Earl and Count- 
ess combatted this resolution. Florence shrunk from the 
idea of rest and quietness as from appalling spectres, 
knowing well that nothing but continued occupation could, 
in any degree chain thought. She had been so happy in 
that employment, that, by a strange pertinacity, her mind 
clung to it as if, in giving i€ up, she loosed another link 
from the past, and sank yet deeper into the dark abyss of 
the present. ** Let me, only let me still feel myself of use 
to you," was her reiterated cry ; "I cannot live without 
being of service to any one, as if I were alone upon the 
earth. Do not, in mercy do not give me time to 
think !'• 
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The Countess looked at her with astonishment. *'Yoi] 
are not speaking like yourself, Florence/' she said : *' 1 am 
sure you are enduring more 'than you will permit me to 
know; for such semblance of impatience under trial is not 
at all natural to you. Granted that I accede to your re- 
quest, what am I to do next year ? I shall only miss your 
usefulness the more." 

" Then seek for some one to supply my place, and let 
me feel that I am still of real use to you in imparting to 
her your plans and wishes," replied Florence ; and it was 
strange how clearly, in the midst of this fiery ordeal, hei 
mind retained its energies, as if more effectually to pre- 
vent her secret being revealed. Partly to soothe her, and 
partly to enable her at any time to give up her present de- 
termination. Lady St. Maur acceded to her wishes. She 
further requested the Earl to act for her, in seeing that all 
Mrs. Rivers' behests were fulfilled. She had an inter 
view with Mr. Carlton ; and during the whole dry, busi- 
ness-hke details upon which she was compelled to enter, 
neither intellect nor composure failed. The lawyer was 
pleased with her acuteness and ready comprehension of all 
his lengthy particulars. One very important question he 
urged upon her — ^would she, or would she not continue 
Mrs. Major Hardwicke's annuity ? It was entirely at hei 
option : Mrs. Rivers having heard rumors of injuries which 
Miss Leshe had received from that quarter' and wishing her 
to act with perfect freedom, had expressed no desire herself 
on the subject. 

" You wiU then have the kindness to treble that annuity,'* 
was her instant and imhesitating reply. " And should you 
ever discover that Mrs. Hardwicke requires 'more, you will 
oblige me by instantly making application to me. Above all, 
let this annuity be made a settlement on her and on hei 
heirs. I do not wish her to feel herself under any obliga- 
tion to me personally, or give any one the power of with- 
drawing it." 

Mr. Carlton understood her perfectly, and promised 
compHanoe. Woodlands was still inhabited ; the term, 
however, of her present tenant would expire within the 
year of mourning for her mother, and she rather rejoiced 
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that it would not be vacant for the next few months, aa 
giving her time to think of her future plans. The steward 
she also saw ; and prevailing on him to accept the gift of 
a rich farm on the Woodland estate, entreated him to be 
to her all he had been to his former mistress. The old 
man was rejoiced at seeing her again, and from him she 
heard many particulars concerning Mrs. Rivers. He told 
her that she had gradually become more and more infirm, 
but had rejected every persuasion of himself and her . 
housekeeper (the only two persons she permitted to be 
about her) to recall herself to her former ao(|uaintances, 
till, about a twelvemonth previously, she had consented to 
inquiries being made for Mrs. Leslie's family, but secretly, 
as she wished nothing to be said of herself until her mind 
was quite made up as to her future proceedings. After 
many disappointments, Watson learned aU particulars, 
which, when imparted to his mistress, distressed her ex 
ceedingly. She reproached herself painfully for her 
selfish shrinking from the world, and the useless hoarding 
of wealth, which judiciously appHed, might have shielded 
Mrs. Leslie and her family from many sorrows. She 
never rested, after Watson's return, imtil her will was made 
in Miss Leslie's favor, speaking of her with more real 
affection than she had ever been heard to speak of any one, 
but still persisting in refusing to write and say how ill she 
was, and how much she really wished for Florence. ' " No, 
no," she repeated ; *' she has foimd a real friend, and I will 
not take her from her. She suffered enough from coming 
to me before : I will not risk her happiness again." 
Atone for her total neglect of her relatives she said she 
could not, for she could not bring the dead to Hfe ; but she 
woula leave all she possessed to Florence, and her warmest 
blessing with it. 

Watson's every word revealed that Mrs. Rivers's heart 
had dictated the will, and Florence could have no re- 
maining scruple. The Earl and Watson consented to 
%rther the young heiress's inchnations on all points, and 
Lady St. Maur jestingly assured her that, with two such 
agents, she ought not to permit a single care to sully her 
unexpected good fortune, prophesying that, little as Florence 
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Beemed to rejoice in it now, there would come a day when 
she would discover that nearly nine thousand a year wai 
something worth. 

Minie's affectionate and artless letters of congratulation 
would, at any other time, have been sources of imalloyed 
pleasure ; but now, though she spoke and acted as usual, 
she was, in reality, conscious of but one all-absorbing 
woe. The mind bore up, but the irame dwindled, not- 
withstanding all Lady St. Maur's aflectionate care : she 
became paler, thinner, more drooping every week ; still 
the Countess imagined nothing beyond what she saw. 
If, indeed, she sometimes thought Florence was not quite 
so " fancy free '' as when she first came to her, she also 
thought and hoped, too, that even there joy was dawning 
for her. But here Florence puzzled her ; her manner had 
become cold, reserved, if it might be, even proud to young 
Howard ; while his became, each time they met, more 
respectfully eager, and his attention more decidedly 
marked. Lady St. Maur would have seriously remon- 
strated with Florence, but her husband entreated her not. 
" I have a particular objection both to making and 
marring matches, my dear Ida," he said ; " and I always 
find the very best way is to let lovers alone ; they always 
come round at last." 

" But though I want them to be lovers, I begin to fear 
I have built my hopes on air, instead of soUd earth,'* she 
replied. '^ I set my heart on this match long ago, and was 
wicked enough to wish Lord Glenvylle out of the way ; 
for I know Frank himself would never object to marrying a 
portionless bride. I am certain it was only the idea of his 
fathei's refusing his consent which deterred him from coming 
forward before ; and now that Florence is independent as 
himself, and there is nothing against it, she becomes cold, 
distant, and all imlike herself." 

" But perhaps she really does not like him ; and if so, she 
acts very properly." 

'* I am very certain that she does love him, as only a girl 
like that can love." 

" And who made you so wise, love ?" asked her husband, 
uniling. 

" Woman's wit, and woman's intuitive perception of all 
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relating to her own sex, my dear husband. I have known 
Florence too many years not to discover this, although not 
a word on the subject has ever passed between us. Now, 
in truth, she puzzles me ; for what can make her act so 
contradictorily ?** 

" Perhaps she does not like his only coming forward now. 
She cannot know that he only kept aloof, fearing to expose 
her to the capricious refusal of his father. It is not at all 
unlikely, for she has some pride.'' 

** Pride ! she has, indeed ; and if this should be the case, 
it would be a real kindness to give Frank a hint, and let 
him tell the truth. I am half inclined : I do so dislike mis- 
understandings. ' ' 

" Take care, my fair diplomatist," was the Earl's laugh- 
ing reply ; " do not spoil all : better let them go their own 
way." 

Whether the Countess followed his advice, or her own 
inclinations on this important subject, we know not ; but 
certain it is, that not long afterwards, Florence did receive 
a letter from young Howard, the contents of which were 
very much as if Lady St. Maur had really given him an 
explanatory hint. 
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CHAPTER XXXVHL 

W IT LOVE? — THE LEBRART. — ^THE DECISION. — TELL ME TTDS 

WEIGHTY GRIEF. 

Frank wrote as he always spoke — ^to the point, and 
with feeling. Still, though Florence felt it not, passionate 
love wag wanting. An ofier of his hand it certsunly was ; 
and a warm allusion to those gentle domestic virtues 
which, he said, had so riveted his regard, that he felt her 
acceptance of his love would make him far happier than 
he had ever yet been. Still, with all this, it was much 
more an eloquent vindication of what might have appeared 
interested in his conduct, only coming forward then, than 
the letter of a lover. He spoke of his father's prejudices ; 
that knowing his consent to their union would never be 
10 
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obtained while she had been in what Lord Glenvylle termed 
a dependent position, he having vowed that he would nevei 
permit his son's marriage with any but an heiress, he had 
feared to wreck his own peace and hers; if, indeed, he 
might hope that she was not wholly indifierent to his suit. 
He conjured her not to believe him the loving-money, for- 
tune-hunting worldhng which he certainly appeared, to put 
his sincerity to any proof she pleased, but not to judge him 
thus ; concluding by entreating her to show by her manner 
that evening, whether he had pleaded inaeed successfully 
or in vain. 

Meet him that evening ! and it depended on herself, her- 
self alone to seal her happiness or misery ! The cheek 
grew paler, more ghastly still ; the lip more Jtemly rigid, 
and the storm within seemed to crush her as she sat. 

" Love me — ^why, why does^lie love me ?" were her 
mental words. " Is it not enough to bear my own misery, 
but I must have his also to endure ? But why must this 
be ? Why may I not be his ? Who is to know the truth 
that he has called down upon himself the very evil he 
forswore? Why should I doom myself to misery? He 
need never know it." And for one brief minute her fea- 
tures were lit up with the sudden irradiation of joy, yet it 
was but mocking brilliance. Pressing both ^puids on her 
throbbing temples, she called aloud for help and strength. 
'* No, no, I cannot wed him falsely. If I speak, it shall 
be the truth ; and then, will he woo me then ? No, no, 
he cannot, will not ; it would but be increase of misery 
for him and for myself He can better conquer love, if he 
believe that he loves alone. Pride will rise up to quell it ; 
he will in time be happy — may forget me. Yes, yes, I will 
be silent, cost what it may. I care not for myself Let 
him be happy, let him forget me, aye, even love another, 
bettor, far better than link his fate with mine.'' 

Florence herself knew not the inward fervor of her 
prayer. She was only conscious that her happiness wa& 
in her own hands, and she had decided to cast it from her. 
She vdshed to write to him ; to tell him how gratefully 
she felt his uncalled-for ezpjlanations, though she could 
not accept his ofier. But in vain she tried to write these 
•iinple words. Sheet aS^r fheet she spoiled and bumt^ 
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and gave up the task in despair; and then she thought, 
could she indeed meet him, and let her manner speak ? 
She dared not trust herself. If she did not appear, would 
not that be an all-sufficient answer ? Hour after hour 
passed, and she could come to no decision. Again and 
again the question rose, why did she make this sacrifice ? 
Was it in truth needed, or was she dooming heiself to 
misery uncalled for? Oh I had she but one friend to 
whom she could appeal ; and then the childhke trust and 
faith of her girlhood seemed to steal over her, leading her 
to that only Friend who could aid and guide. The power 
of prayer had of late seemed denied to her, but now an 
inward voice called her to her Father's throne, and she 
knelt and prayed almost calmly for guidance, help to do 
that which his wisdom deemed the best, that which would 
tend most to future happiness and peace, however dark 
and troubled seemed her portion now. In after years, she 
looked back on that hour of prayer almost in awe, for she 
felt that words had been put into her mouth ; she could not 
of herself have framed them, and with them strength had 
been infused to preserve her from a doom compared with 
which her present grief was joy. When she rose, there 
was strength in her spirit, decision in her heart. She 
would not ^e him, and she did not. Resisting all Lady 
St. Maur's persuasions, even her reproaches, and several 
messages from the Earl, she remained that evening in her 
own room. 

I»at her trial was not over. The following morning a 
messa^^e was brought her that Mr. Howard was in the 
library, and wished particularly to see her, but that he 
would not detain her long. A sickness so deadly crept 
over Florence, that the effort either to speak or rise 
seemed for the moment impossible ; but after a few minutes 
the prayer o* the evening rose in her heart, and seemed 
to give it strength. She descended the staircase, and en- 
tered the library ; cheek, lip, and brow, vied with the 
marble in their whiteness, yet not a limb trembled, not a 
quiver in the voice with which she calmly bade him 
good morning, as she entered; betrayed what was passing 
within. 

Howard was in appearance the much more agitated of 
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the two. He tried to say sometliing iudifierent, but it 
would not do, and he plunged at once into the fiubjecf 
which had brought him there. 

"I thought," he said, hurriedly, "that I could hav* 
waited calmly the answer which I requested, but I ovei- 
rated my own powers. Lady St. Maur spoke of indis- 
position as conHning you to your chamber last night, yet 
seemed to think inchnation more than indisposition was 
the cause. That should have been enough, but I couid 
not feel it so, and I came to hear my doom from your own 
lips, to conjure you to tell me that you will at least acquis 
me of that mean and petty interestedness which may ap- 
'pear to mark my conduct. Speak to me. Miss Leslie ; teh 
me, in mercy, that of this at least you believe my motives 
free. Presumptuous I may be, but interested ! seeking 
worth only when set in gold I" He spoke passionately, 
hurrying on as if he dreaded the answer. At length it 
came. 

" Believe me," she said earnestly, " that no thought of 
such unworthiness could enter my mind, as coupled with 
one true, kind, honorable as yourself. I grieve that my 
manner should have caused you to feel one moment's 
sufiering from a thought so groundless. Perhaps it is 
better that we have thus met, clearly to underscand each 
other. Though wishing to spare myself the pain of ap- 
parent coldness to one I esteem so highly, (hei: voice 
faltered), I refused last night to meet you, trusting that 
absence and silence would speak for me." 

" Then why, if on this point you so generously and 
justly acquit me, oh ! why, has your manner so changed 
towards me? Once I dared to hope that the regard I 
felt was not wholly imretumed, and that you looked on me 
with a preference to some others around you. Miss Leslie 
— Florence, dearest Florence ! what have I done to change 
that feeling, or was I indeed too presumptuous, believing 
that which never was ?" 

" Pardon me, Mr. Howard, but perhaps had there been 
no change in your manner, mine would still have been the 
same. As a friend, whose every act and word towards me 
was dictated and ofiered by the most heart- felt kindness 
eould I feel other than regard, esteem, as much above that 
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which I gave to others, as your high character was supe- 
rior to theirs? Your maimer changed, speaking, as it 
seemed, of other feelings than those which had at first 
actuated you. Should I have been right to encourage 
those feelings when I knew that I might give you nothing 
in return, except the sincere regard and high esteem which, 
I trust, under all circumstances, I may be permitted to 
retain I" 

"And with his high esteem, Miss Leslie, have you, 
can you give me nothing more ? Must I teach my heart 
to forego all its hopes of happiness, all those blissful do- 
mestic feelings of which, till I knew you, I was imcon- 
scious ? May I not look to time to gain me that blessing 
which I crave ; to turn those cold words * regard, esteem,' 
to some kinder feeling ? Oh, do not condemn me at once 
to disappointment ! Give me at least hope !" 

He spoke with emotion, and his was a voice, when in 
persuasion, difficult to resist ; but now it was resisted, 
and by one whose sinking heart and fragile frame seemed 
scarcely able to support her many minutes longer. 

" Mr. Howard," she said distinctly and slowly, " you 
must not hope this. I should be guilty of deceit, should 
I bid you encourage feelings to which I may never give 
return. I am grateful, most deeply grateful for the high 
regard you must feel towards me, to select me from others 
so much more worthy. Let me retain a portion of that 
regards even while I beseech you to conquer every feelinp 
towards me, which can only create distress. Let us b^ 
friends as we have been, Mr. Howard ; indeed, indeed it i? 
better for us both, to be — ^to feel no more." 

Frank Howard looked at her with wondering admira- 
tion ; a strange feeling for a rejected man. Yet if truth 
must be spoken, he could not imderstand himself. If, 
indeed, he was under the influence of passionate love, as 
he fancied, how came it that disappointment, that unplea- 
sant lowering of self-esteem generally attendant on re- 
jection, did not so oppress him, as to banish all feeling 
save for himself? It seemed as if the very respect he felt 
for Florence restrained all inclination to urge his suit. Yet 
these were incomprehensible emotions to a man who felt 
that aU his hopes were at an end ; he tried to defme them^ 
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out felt it was impossible. He lingered, gazing on hei 
Badly and silently, for several minutes ; then raising hel 
hand to his lips, pressed it strongly between both his own, 
and said fervently — 

••'God bless you, Florence; you have spoken kindly, 
openly, like yourself. I will conquer, if I can, all that 
can throw a barrier between our continued intimacy. Let 
us be friends, as you say, and grant me this one proof of 
your regard. Should you ever need a faithful friend — a 
brother — ^let me be that one, trust me without scruple, for 
no personal disappointment, no individual feelings shall ever 
interfere to check my interest in your welfare. Once more, 
5^od bless you I** 

He was gone ere she could reply, and Florence was 
alone. She made no efibrt to recall him, but her intense 
gaze remained fixed on the door through which he passed. 
She was not conscious of the wild, agonized torrent of 
thought rushing over heart and brain, save that it felt like 
waves of molten fire ; and then there came a low gasping 
cry, and her burning forehead drooped on her pale hands, 
her whole frame shook as if with convulsion. Time passed, 
but Florence knew it not ; all outward emotion had given 
way to a stillness as of death ; her very figure seemed con- 
trausted with the soul's agony. A voice at length aroused 
her ; and though it was colder, severer far than its wont, 
it r&3alled her scattered senses, and as Lady St. Maur pro- 
nounced her name, she looked up. 

" Florence, what is the meaning of all this V* she said 
impatiently. " What can have made you act as you have 
done? You know of all things, I abhor mystery and 
caprice. You have told me, or rather your general actions 
have, that you consider me as your friend ; prove that 
you do so now, and tell me the reason of this extraordinary 
decision." 

Florence endeavored to obey, but though her lips moved, 
no sound came from them. Lady St. Maur was touched in 
the midst of her imwonted impatience, and sitting down by 
her, she said more kindly — 

" Now. do be the same candid ingenuous Florence you 
hav« always been. You know all I mean, for there is 
only (»ne Aubjoct on which you can feel guilty of a proper 
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want of candor. Make up for it now, and tell me why 
you have chosen misery, when happiness was ofiered to 
you. Frank has just heen to bid me farewell, intending 
to join Lord Edgemere's family in Scotland, instead of 
telling me that you and he were two of the happiest people 
in the world. I have wrung the truth from hun, that you 
have refused to accept his love, on plea that you have 
none to give in return, nothing but cold re^rd. Florence, 
[ never read woman's coimtenance rightly, if you have not 
told him falsely !" 

A ery of intense though smothered anguish burst front 
poor Florence, and. she bowed her head on her clasped 
hands, as if she shrunk from suffering from the Countess's 
searching look. Lady St. Maur gazed at her with in- 
creased astonishment. 

** What is this dreadful mystery, Florence ? for dread- 
ful it must be to occasion this decision, and your over- 
whelming wretchedness. I will not believe that you have 
grown so suddenly ambitious as to reject one like Frank, 
because you do not think him good enough for your present 
prospects." 

** No, no, no," grasped Florence, the eflbrt to speak 
causing her very brain to reel ; " Believe any thing, every 
thing but that I I am not worthy of him, not fit to be his 
wife, when not the very lowest would wed with me." 

" Florence I" exclaimed the Coimtess ; " you cannot 
know what you say. Not worthy, not fit ? When de- 
pendent and portionless, your pride might have suggested 
this, but not now. Even then it would have been absurd, 
but now it is incomprehensible, quite unlike yourself. I 
am certain that you love him. You neither can, nor dare 
deny it." 

^* It is because of this ; because I love him, that I 
would not hnk his fate with mine. I care not for myself; 
it seems easy to die ; but for him, — ^no, no ! I love hun all 
too well." 

" Will you gratify me by speaking comprehensibly, my * 
dear Florence ? because you certainly do mystify me more 
and more. If you wish me to retain my good opinion of 
you, and desire our mutual confidence to continue, speak 
out. I cannot continue regard towards one who, pro- 
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fessiiig friendship, fails in its most important dulies — 
sincerity and confidence." 

Lady St. Maur's temper and patience very seldoip 
failed her, except in cases like this. She could not feel 
for Florence, because the real truth was so completely 
unsuspected, that she could not frame any reason for 
Florence's mysterious conduct, and still more mysterious 
words. It appeared to her that she had chosen misery 
instead of happiness, for some very imfounded cause, 
some fancied injury to her proper pride by Frank's holding 
back so long, that she had worked herself into the idea of 
a necessity for self-sacrifice, to which the Countess fancied 
her exceedingly prone, and was now suffering the conse- 
quences of her own delusion. Florence withdrew her 
hands from her brow, and looked up in Lady St. Maur*s 
face. 

" Cannot continue regard without sincerity and con 
fidence," she murmured, more to herself than to the 
Countess. " I did not dream of this. But perhaps it is 
better ; I have no right to conceal the truth from her, but 
yet, to lose all at once — love — ^friendship, to find myself 
an object of scorn, instead of love, oh I how may I bear 
it ?" and again a strong convulsion bowed her frame. 

Some sudden revulsion of thought brought before Lady 
St. Maur, at that moment, several trifling circumstances, 
unnoticed at the .time, which now congregated to convince 
her as with a flash of intelligence, that there was more 
real meaning in Florence's wild words and agonized 
manner than her first irritation had supposed. In an 
instant she remembered also that all this had been since 
Mrs. LesUe's death, and Florence had, in fact, been unlike 
herself ever since. What the mystery could be, in truth, 
she guessed not ; but her words rushed back upon her 
as cruel aiy.d imjust, and throwing her arm caressingly 
round the unhappy girl, she drew her closer to her, saying 
in her own natural voice — 

" Forgive me, my own Florence, I have been very 
cruel, feeling more for Frank than for you. Even if I 
think you wrong, or at least unwise to continue this 
strange mystery, I have not tried the kindest way to solva 
it. Will you forgive me, and trust me too? It must be 
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some terrible secret to move you thus," she continued, 
oecoming really alarmed, as the sofa actually shook beneath 
Florence's tearless sots. " Yet give it words, dearest ; do 
not let it lie on your heart and break it. You can have 
nothing to tell which will change my love. Sorrow and 
evil are always magnified unless revealed. Come, tell me 
this weighty grief, my Florence, and try if I have not 
power to dissolve it into air." 

" No, no, not this ! no one on earth can remedy this i" 
she wildly reiterated, starting from Lady St. Maur's 
detaining hold, and standing erect before her. " Fit wife 
for him whose own lips vowed that he would lather bear 
the anguish of unconquered love, than wed with infamy ; 
that his wife must have no stain, no, not even a mother's ! 
and knowing this, might I wed him, when the trjith 
seemed revealed but to save him from misery. No, no, I 
have prayed to die ere the words were spoken ; but I live, 
breathe, feel still, and they must be said. Fit wife for 
him ! I, who have no name, no rank ; who know not 
what I am, save that I am not Florence Leslie ! Not 
Mary Leslie's child ! Naught — ^naught — but a child 
of— of— " 

Sense, motion, strength, all failed with the convulsive 
effort, and she fell forward powerless at Lady St. Maur's 
feet 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

DESPAIR. — THE FKIEND TRUSTED. 

When Florence recovered, she found herself laid on 
her own bed, partially undressed ; Alice holding some 
strong essence which had evidently been used, and the 
Countess plentifully bathing her temples and hands with 
cold water. For nearly a quarter of an hour Florence 
seemed hovering between sense and unconsciousness, 
aware that Lady St. Maur and Alice were near her, but 
unable to define the cause of her sudden illness. She had 
often fainted before, but it seemed to her never so pain' 



230 woman's feiendsuip. 

idly as then ; and the difficulty to regain sense, power, 
and thought, never was so ovei whelming. Her head felt 
as if bound to the pillow by weights of lead ; with an 
incessant throb, and burning of the temples, accompanied 
by sharp pain. Still the mind would work ; the efibrts 
to think never relaxed ; and amidst the dark, formless 
mist which enveloped her brain, there felt one indefinable 
but unconquerable sense of pain. Her eyes closed upon 
the light, as if it wrung the mind to deeper torture, till 
Lady St. Maur bending over, said in accents of the deepest 
feeling-^ — 

" My poor girl, my own Florence, do you not know me ? 
Will you not speak to me ?" 

The voice recalled her terribly to life, and all — all 
which had passed ; the cause of that faintness, the misery 
which was not alone upon her now, but hemmed her in as 
by a wall, whence there was no escaping, no retreat. Her 
eyes opened, and her lips moved ; but only a strong con- 
vulsion contracted her features. The Countess made a 
sign to Alice to leave them, and Florence seemed partially 
relieved by her departure, but still she did not speak ; it 
was only the despairing, yet imploring gaze, which be- 
trayed thought had regained its sway. For several 
minutes Lady St. Maur felt as if she could not address 
her. Every usual suggestion of comfort seemed irrelevant 
to grief such as this. She could only press her lips caress- 
ingly on her burning brow, and chafe her hands within 
both her own. 

** Florence ! dearest Florence ! Do not look upon me 
thus," she said at length, her own tears falling fast as sho 
spoke. " Speak to me ; surely there must be some mis- 
take; and you are. laboring under some strange delusion. 
What foundation, what proof can you have, after so many 
years?" • 

" It is truth," murmured Florence, and though her 
voice was hollow it was perfectly distinct ; " a mother's 
dying words, a mother's dying hand affirmed it. A mother ; 
oh, God ! she was not my mother ! I was not so 
blessed." 

" She was your mother in affection — ^in all which makes 
that precious tie, my Florence ! Do not add to the agony 
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of this moment by darker thoughts than need be. Think 
how she loved, cherished you." 

" Would — would that she had not thus loved me, but left 
me to die with her who gave me birth, I had been spared 
this moment !" wildly and despairingly burst from Florence's 
parched lips. 

'* Do not say so, my sweet girl ; it is wrong, it is sinftil, 
even in agony such as this, to give way to despair. 
Think on the blessing you have been — aye, and may 
still be." 

" Still be !" reiterated Florence, " to whom f "Who is 
there will love me — associate with me, now ? An cutcast, 
abandoned ; with a stain that. who can bear ?" 

" I will, replied the Countess, frankly and unhesi- 
tatinlgy. " Florence I ean you think this unlooked-for 
misfortune is to throw a barrier between you and me ? It 
shall not, even if all must be proclaimed. But can there 
be any cause for you to abandon a name which you have 
so long and nobly borne ? You are not well enough to 
tell me all, or I would entreat you to confide in my Mend- 
ship, and let me think for you." 

" I will — ^I . will, if I can ; but, oh ! forgive me," she 
exclaimed, half rising and clasping Lady St. Maur's arm 
with passionate eagerness, ** check me, stop me, if I say 
aught madly ; I do not mean it. I would not say it ; but 
there have been times when I felt* as if I were going mad 
— and now it is stronger than ever !" and she sunk back 
almost exhausted ; but, after a few minutes, faintly re- 
sumed : — 

'* In the private drawer of my desk is the M. S. Read 
it ; do what you will. But, oh ! do not let it" 

"Hush, dearest! I will not hear such words. Your 
confidence, indeed, I accept ; and, trust me, it shall not be 
misplaced. But my husband" — she paused, evidently 
%nxious, and Florence became again fearftdly agitated. 

" Yes — ^yes, it must be ; I will not burden you with any 
thing that must be kept from him. Tell him aU you wiU. 
( will risk even the agony of being forbidden to associate 
with you ; for I know he will not think as you do^" 

"I know him better, Florence. Try and banish moh 
vnserable thoughts. For my sake, for Minie's, ^ndeavoi 
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to be calm ; to hope that all may not be as wretched as it 
seems. I know that at this moment all I say seems vain 
worse than vain, almost cruel ; but, oh ! trust to a God of 
love, my Florence ! You shall be ha^py yet." 

" Happy !** repeated poor Florence, with an iixepressiblci 
shudder. "Not in this world. God forgive me, and 
bless you for all you would do! aye, and for all you 
feel ! If I am ill, if I cannot teJ you then, do not let 
Minie know ; keep it from her. Let her still believe me 
the sister she has so long loved. I cannot break every link 
at once." 

Her voice became fainter, and utter exhaustion followed. 
Lady St. Maur promised all. But vainly Florence struggled 
to be calm. Agony such as hers mocks at will, and hour 
after hour of that dreadful day passed, leaving her with 
alternate fever and exhaustion. 

Every precaution was taken, but before night Lady St. 
Maur watched over her, as she struggled in all the parox- 
ysms of delirium. 

The Earl and Countess had been engaged that day 
both for dinner and the evening. No one enjoyed such 
things more, when happiness was around her, for there 
was that in her own noble heart and happy temper which 
reflected itself on all around, and ever enabled her to cull 
flowers when others saw but weeds. But when aught of 
suffering appealed to her for sympathy, scenes of revelry 
were relinquished, not only without a sigh, but simply be- 
cause she could not join them. This day finding it even 
more than usually impossible, she succeeded in persuading 
her husband to go without her ; entreating him to wait the 
solution of Florence's sudden illness and its effect on hex 
till he returned. 

Finding that Florence had sunk into the heavy slumbei 
of a powerful opiate, and that even when awake she 
could do nothing for her — ^for the poor girl was now im- 
conscious of her presence — ^Lady St. Maur lefk her to the 
united care of Alice and Ferrers, and retreated with the 
important manuscripts to her own boudoir. It was near 
midnight, but she had determined not to retire to rest till 
\Lcr husband's return, and took advantage of that hour of 
quiet to become acquainted with the real cause of Flo 



woman's FB.IENDSRIF. 233 

rcriiee's deep agony, still hoping that all was not 8o dark 
as it seemed. At first she had felt half indignant at the 
long concealment on the part of Mrs. Leshe ; but the 
feeling did not last. She could well understand how, 
loving her as she did, she should shrink in anguish from 
inflicting a shock so terrible. But why then reveal it at 
all ? It surely could not be needed, and she thought the 
act of doing so misguided and cruel. Many things in 
Florence, since her mother's death, returned to her mind, 
and Lady St. Maur felt that while she had that terrible 
secret to conceal she might bear up ; but once revealed, 
she should sink powerless beneath it. And Frank 
Howard too ! Lady St. Maur actually shuddered as she 
pictured the interview between them. Yet she could not 
blame the sacrifice ; she should not believe it imder the 
circumstances uncalled for. Howard's sentiments had 
been too lately, too powerfully expressed to admit a doubt 
as to his course of acting, if the truth were known ; and 
as such it was far better that Florence's ill-fated love 
should never be revealed. But Florence ! even if she had 
only this with which to contend, what misery must be her 
portion ; and, oh ! how nobly, how admirably, she had 
acted up to the promise of her girlhood ! The happiness 
of those she loved toas dearer than her own. 

It was with tearful eyes the Countess took up the 
manuscript. The hand had evidently trembled in its task , 
for here and there words were illegible, but as a whole, 
the sense was clear and continued. The mind of the 
writer had evidently , never failed. "We might give a 
brief sketch of the contents, but our readers may bettei 
enter into Florence's feelings by following Mrs. Leslie'f 
words. 
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CHAPTER XL. 
MBS. Leslie's man'jsceift. — the mysteby solved. 

" Florence, my beloved one I" so that important letter 
began — " I know not when, or indeed, if ever, your eyes 
will rest upon these words ; yet there is that upon my 
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Heart urging, impelling, nay, commanding me to write 
that secret which has dwelt with me, for nearly three and 
twenty years, sternly forbidding me to bear it with me, 
as my love would dictate, to the grave. I have sought to 
disobey that inward voice ; but it haunts me still, like 
tones from another world, and as if sin, and sufiering, 
and horror would rest on its disobedience. I must obey. 
I have prayed that our God would, in his great mercy 
keep this dread secret unrevealed, unless its concealment 
threatened deeper agony than its betrayal ; and still, oh 
still, he may grant my prayer ! I will write the truth ; and 
if His wisdom bids it be revealed, Florence, my child, 
Delieve He wills it for some secret, yet important good, to 
spare yet deeper woe. But I must be calm. I thought 
to have conquered all of earth, to have buried its wild, 
passionate yearnings in my "Walter's grave ; but when I 
think of you, my Florence, I know that feeling is uncon- 
quered still. The years of devoted love you have lav- 
ished on me, and on my children, the lisping endearments 
of infancy, the willing obedience, the fond affection of your 
youth, the blessings you lavished upon our home in the 
hours of trial — ^when I recall these things, Florence, 
what right have I to break the sweet delusion m hich I 
myself have fostered in your heart ? How dare I breathe 
one word, which would whisper that no tie of nature bound 
us ? God of mercy, spare me this ! I cannot, cannot inflict 
such misery on my child I 

# * * « * 

*'I was very ill after writing the above, my Florence , 
and it seemed as if, indeed, this dreaded trial would be 
spared me ; but once more I have rallied, and again I 
hear that spiritual voice urging me on. Let me write 
then, ere strength and calmness again fsdl. You know I 
was very young when I lost my mother ; my father then 
placed me at school, thinking he better insured my 
comfort and happiness than his taking me with him 
abroad. I never saw him again for five years afterwards ; 
he died abroad. A distant relation, but our only family 
eonnectLon, who had been with him in his last momentii 
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eame to England and took me to live with her, making 
no difierence hetween me and her own child. From that 
hour I should have been perfectly happy, had not my 
friend had griefs and trials, which I could not witness 
without sympathy. She was an English woman by 
descent, but Itahan by birth, and had also married an 
Italian, and had lived the greater portion of her life in 
[taly, long enough to regard it, indeed, as her own 
sountry, more particularly as it had been the birth-place 
of her only child — a daughter, and the scene of an un- 
usually happy wedded life. It would be a long and te- 
dious task, my Florence, to dilate on all she did for 
me ; suf&ce it that she bound me to her with «uch strong 
ties of veneration, gratitude, and love, that I felt as if 
even the devotion of a life could never adequately repay 
her. For her I felt I could do Httle, but I made a 
secret and solemn promise, that to her daughter I would 
endeavor to return, in part all I owed herself; and this 
seemed an ea6y task; for Madeleine, in spite of faults 
which wrung her mother's heart with foreboding misery, 
was, in truth, one to cherish and caress, to feel that her 
very failings excited no common love. She was my 
senior by two years ; endowed with a vivacity, an intelli- 
gence, and beauty, that would have made me. feel almost 
painfully her inferior, had she not loved me as fondly as I 
loved her — ^nay, she would listen to my representation : 
my influence would oflen lead her repentant and sorrow- 
ing to her mother's neck, when all the good advice of 
our worthy governess had been without effect. Essen 
tially Italian, a very child of impulse, she could not be 
indifferent — she either loved or hated. Few could under- 
stand her, even amongst those she would have loved ; and 
therefore was she continually disappointed, continually 
mortiffed, till haughtiness and pride at length kept her 
aloof from all, except ourselves. Lovely she was, but it 
was not the loveliness of our more northern clime. The 
large, dark, soul-beaming eye— the clear, olive com- 
plexion — the luxuriant tresses of raven hair — ^the lip, so 
full of «entiment and love, that even when her eyes were 
closed, the face retained its exquisite expression — such 
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Bhe was, in feature as in character, a daughter of that laud 
in which the blood cannot flow as calmly as in less sunny 
shores. 

" Florence, my child, is there none to whom these 
traits of feature (not of character) seem applicable, even 
as to Madeleine ? Know you of none whom they ciught, 
with equal force describe ? Alas ! my child, my pen still 
shrinks from its task, and lingers on these minute particu- 
lars, as if it would -not pass to those so much more im- 
portant to us both. 

" When Madeleine was about nineteen, some affairs 
respecting her late husband's Italian property recalled 
Madame Montoni to Italy. I was of course to accompany 
them ; but my quiet tastes were peculiarly English, and 
I shrunk almost in pain from residing in other lands. Not 
so Madeleine. Though only thirteen at the period of her 
quitting Italy, her love for her native land amounted almost 
to a passion. She was never weary of expatiating on its 
varied charms, alike of nature and of art — ^the warm 
feelings of its inhabitants, the glow of poetry and love, 
which (girl as she was) she described as existing there in 
contradistinction to what she termed the coldness, the 
worldliness, the heartlessness of England. I could not 
understand the wild flights of her vivid imagination, but 
my own quieter love for my English home enabled me 
to bear with her, ani give her the sympathy she craved. 
With these associations, loving her and her angel mother 
as I did, do you wonder any longer, my beloved child, at 
the sadness which your passionate longings to look on 
Italy once occasioned ? Alas ! I know it was nature that 
spoke, and I have looked upon you, at such times, till the 
agony of recollection seemed too heavy to be borne. 

" We went to Italy. The Montoni estates lay in the 
neighborhood of Rome, and that city alternately with 
Florence became our residence. Madeleine had not been 
introduced in England, but now entered with avidity into 
the delights of society, which was, indeed, fascinating, 
including all the highest Italian famiHes, with many 
iSnglish visitants of first-rate rank and talent. It was at 
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this time that Madame Montoui's anxieties for Madeleine 
redoubled. Surrounded by adulation and gallantry, by 
all that has power to shake even the steadiest — and she 
loved these things — she laughed at her mother's fears, de- 
claring that not one of those whose devotion she per- 
mitted — ^nay, enjoyed — ^had power over her heart — that 
the pleasures of her present life were far too agreeable, to 
permit a thought of her changing them for the quieter 
enjoyments of a wife. In vain her mother remonstrated 
that she was acting wrongfully, cruelly, in permitting, as 
she did, the attentions of one for a time, and then re- 
morselessly forsaking him for others who pleased her 
more. It was her pleasure, she said, and could do no 
harm, for every one must be accustomed to her now. I 
could perceive the anxiety i>f my beloved friend, and she 
made me the confident of her many fears. My heart was 
often wrung by the tears I have seen her shed, under the 
painful belief that her child's very afiection for and con- 
fidence in herself were lost in the wild turbulence of spirit 
which these exciting pleasures caused. Her impulse was 
to return to England ; but affairs of importance stiQ de- 
tained her in Italy, and Madeleine had petulantly declared 
— and we knew her too well to doubt her — ^that, rather 
than return to England, she would give herself away to 
the first who offered, and dare all the miseries of an union 
without love. Still we loved her ; she riveted our affec- 
tions as by a spell, and we could but pray that true 
affection might, in time, be excited, and tame those restless 
spirits, and that love of universal sway, into devotednesa 
to one. She did really love at length, and madly, passion- 
ately, as was her nature. It was strange, with her avowed 
hatjDdd to every thing English, that it should have been by 
an Englishman that all the deep, fervid feelings of her 
character were called forth ! But Charles Neville possessed 
few of the quiet impretending marks of a genuine English 
gentleman. Eminently handsome, fascinating in manner, 
and combining all the attractions of solid education with 
elegant accomplishments, he became the leading star of 
every circle at the capital, obtaining with neither the rank 
of birth nor of decided talent, the suffrages of all. 

"Unlike any other who had before bowed down to hett 
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Madeleine's curiosity was first excited towards the stranger 
and then quick, impetuous, as every other impulse, th« 
rushing torrent of her love. She believed it returned, 
and so did all those who saw them together. But Madame 
Montoni herself was not aware of the extent of Neville's 
admiration and devotion. She was at that time in de- 
clining health, and Madeleine joined society under the care 
of a female friend. I was also to have been introduced, but 
I preferred remaining with my benefactress — a resolutioa 
she permitted the more willingly, as Edward Leslie, aftei* 
wards my beloved husband, was almost always with us, 
and our affections mutusdly engaged. 

*' Madeleine was strangely silent at home upon the at- 
tractions of her new admirer. It was this fact which fiist 
made me beheve she really loved him, and I tried to 
obtain her confidence, but, for the first time, it was refused 
me. * You cannot understand me,' was her reiterated 
answer. * Your feelings, even in love, are all too cahnly 
happy — ^too unimpassioned, for the comprehension of 
mine. Be satisfied, that I can never again be the girl I 
was.' 

" I imparted my thoughts on the subject to my friend ; 
but she did not tlunk much of them, beUeving it scarcely 
likely, with Madeleine's peculiar feelings, that an English- 
man would eventually be her choice. 

" About this time, I know not how they first arose^ 
but rumors were afloat greatly to the discredit of Mr. 
Neville A.t first they were unheeded ; his influenoe, his 
many fascinations retained the more powerful ascendency. 
But, at length, reports became certainties ; positive proofs 
were collected (at least so it was alleged) that Charles 
NeviUa wa& not his real name — ^that he had been traced 
through many of the Italian cities as a man of the most 
dishonorable practices — that many a domestic circle had 
been plunged into misery by his means ; with other 
charges equally base, and perhaps equally unfounded, 
for, terrible as were the consequences of his introduction 
to our family, we have learned httle of him even to this 
day. Several of Madame Montoni's confidential friends 
informed her of these rumors ; but Madame Montoni 
did not credit all she heard. She knew the maligiiant 
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influence of envy towards all who had ever been made the 
star of fashion; still she did her duty; she refused to 
permit her daughter to meet or . associate with him, unless 
he came forward with decided proofs of innocence. Never 
can I forget poor Madeleine's look when this command 
was given ; but she uttered no word of either assent or 
refusal. I saw that she rejected, without the smallest 
reservation, all the reports against him ; and every kindly 
feehng towards those who dared to mention them turned 
into contempt and hate. Once, only, I ventured to speak 
on the subject, but she silenced me at once. 'Mary, ii 
you would not have me hate and despise you, as I do 
others, breathe not this fool's tale. I could better doubt 
my own life than his worth and honor. Do not attempt 
to read my heart ; you cannot. I would love you still ; 
then, oh ! do not you, too, seek to reason with me.' And 
for one brief minute she threw herself on my neck, in a 
convulsive passion of tears; but there was never again 
any visible interruption to her extraordinary calmness : 
her whole character, indeed, was changed. From being 
impetuous and self-willed, even in trifles, she became cold 
and calm. She no longer sought the scenes of pleasure, 
once enjoyed with so much avidity. To indifierent per- 
sons she was haughtier than ever ; to her mother and my- 
self more softly and gently affectionate. To me it was so 
evident that she was under the influence of some one over- 
whelming passion, that even now it appears strange that by 
her mother the real fact was unsuspected. 

** Neville quitted Rome ; at least so it was supposed, 
fol by none but our poor Madeleine was he ever seen 
within the city again, and soon afterwards Madame 
Montoni removed her establishment to Florence. We 
had not been there long before an ItaUan of high character, 
attracted by Madeleine's surpassing beauty, paid her atten- 
tions too marked to be mistaken. She did not perhaps 
encourage, but certainly did not repulse him. Her poor 
mother rejoiced, but I could only feel uneasy; convinced 
that Madeleine still loved Neville, I feared — oh, how fore- 
bodingly ! — ^that her present conduct was but a veil, 
concealing other and far different resolutions. After a 
reasonable time the Count made his proposals for her t» 



240 woman's PRIENDSHIP. 

her mother, conjuring her to plead his cause : she did so, 
and Madeleine, with the same unfaltering composure sig- 
nified her acceptance, throwing an impassable harrier 
between her own feelings and her mother's affectionate 
sympathy, checking the one effectually by her determined 
concealment of the other. Not a fortnight afterwards, 
Madeleine disappeared, leaving no trace of her path, no 
clue by which she might be followed ; nothing but a note, 
bndiscovered in the confusion, and not found till some 
days afterwards. I have preserved it ; it was simply 
this: — 

" * Mother, it is over. Before you receive this I shall 
be the wife of Charles Neville ; and without one doubt, 
one fear, do I become so. I believe not one tittle of the 
charges brought against him ; he holds my fate, and I 
must be his alone. All existence, save his love for me, 
and mine for him, is burnt up within me. I would weep 
for the grief this decision will cause you, my mother, but 
I cannot ; I would ask you to forgive me, buit I cannot 
feel that I have done aught to need forgiveness. You 
laid a positive command on me never to speak with him 
again, a command impossible to be obeyed, and therefore 
I have spared all needless altercation, deeming it better 
tacitly to acquiesce than to excite arguments which could 
easier shake the ocean rock than Madeleine. For him 
who sought my hand I told him I had no heart to give ; 
yet he persisted, and he is fooled according to his folly. 
I can spare no further thought for him ; all, all are concen- 
trated in my husband. His fate is mine ; be it ignominy 
or honor, I glory thus to share it. I know not our home. 
He is a wanderer, and long years must pass ere we meet 
again. Forget me ; I was never, never could be, the 
friend, the comforter to you that Mary is. Let her be now 
your only child ; give her the love you layished but too 
fondly upon me. God bless you, mother, too good, too fond 
for one Hke me. * Madeleine.' 

" It was enough ; Madame Montoni sunk beneath it. 
Every inquiry, every efibrt was made to discover some 
traces of the fugitives ; but all was vain. My wedding- 
day had been originally fixed in the very week of Made* 
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leine's flight, but of course it was postponed. After three 
months, however, Madam Montoni would not permit a 
longer delay ; she said she had no wish in life but to see 
us united, to feel that I was happy, and would be loved 
and cared for when she was gone. And we were married 
according to her wish ; she bore up a few weeks longer, 
and then sank, her child's name (coupled with forgiveness 
and with blessing) the last word upon her lips. Her 
death, and the lingering anxieties for Madeleine, whom I 
still loved with unchanging afiection, were heavy clouds on 
the dawn of our wedded life. 

" We were anxious for the calm, quiet joys of England, 
yet neither regretted that my husband was unavoidably 
detained in Italy, still hoping that we might yet receive 
tidings of Madeleine. I saw that Edward feared more 
even than he expressed, and the sweet promise of an addi- 
tion to our domestic happiness, in the birth of a child, 
could not make me happy or at rest. At length the 
longed-for tidings came. It would have been difficult for 
any one less intimately acquainted with my poor £dend's 
writing to have recognised it, in the almost illegible 
scrawl, but for me the wording alone was sufficient. And 
oh ! even now the agony that brief note caused returns in 
all it» force. , 

" *Mary,' it ran, for I have it now before me, *Mary, 
he has betrayed me ! It was all true, the tale they told. 
OJi God I oh God ! that I should live to say it. Yet still 
I loved him, aye, so loved him, that though I knew him 
guilty, miserably, unredeemingly guilty, I clung to him, 
worshipped him still ; I would have done so yet ; I would 
have followed him wherever his wild will led ; I would 
have been faithful, loving, to the end : but he has trampled 
on me, scorned, betrayed, forsaken me, laughed at my 
mad folly in so loving lum ; sneered at the weak credulity 
which believed in his truth and worth ; and more, he has 
dared assert that our marriage was null and void, a mere 
mockery of form ; that I have no claim on him ; that he 
has done by me as by many others, deceived, betrayed, 
and left to die. Die ! I will not die till my unborn 
babe is righted, till I have proofs that the marriage was 
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not false. I know it was not, and he knows it also ; foi 
he has quailed before me in the utterance ol his foul lie. 
L will traverse Italy till I have discovered the priest who 
united us, till I have proofs that I am not the foul thing 
he, even he, the merciless betrayer, has dared to term me. 
Mary, I will do this ; you know me ; I shall not fail. 
And when it is done, when my child is cleared &om aught 
of stain, I will come to my mother's grave, {he told me 1 
had killed her,) come to her grave and die !' 

** Florence, my child, will you read this unmoved ? 
Has it no deeper voice than the mere narrative of one now 
gone ? Alas, alas ! I dare not hope it. Nature will have 
voice. My child, my blessed child, believe those words, 
believe them as I do, as I have ever done, that she was 
not deceived, but the villain foiled himself. 

41: # # :)k # 

" Again I have been ill, my Florence, but am once more 
permitted to resiune my task ; I would not end it as above — 
I would conclude^-conceal these papers where naught but 
a special Providence can bring them to your eyesl I am 
not weakly superstitious ; I believe in neither fate nor 
chance, but I do beheve that a Father's arm is around us ; 
that a Father's love will spare my child all needless woe ; 
and, if it be not for a special good, will permit these papers 
to remain unseen forever. 

" The emotions caused by that dreadful letter occa- 
sioned premature confinement. I was very ill some weeks*; 
but my child, a girl, though weakly, promised to survive. 
But for Madeleine, what could we do ? The letter bore 
no date, no place of residence ; the post-mark was obli- 
terated — all seemed a dark, shapeless mystery, which no 
efibrt could solve. We were then at Rome, -and the 
wisest plan appeared to be, to return to Florence, and 
there wait (making every possible inquiry meanwhile) my 
poor friend's appearance ; I never doubted she would 
come. Though her intentions with regard to the cure who 
had married them were vague and imdefined, I knew her 
so well that 1 felt convinced she would persevere in finding 
him, and hoped she had more perfect intelligence of his 
ftbode than her letter revealed 
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" To Florence then we determined on returning, as soon 
a& my strength would permit ; but so greatly had my health 
been shaken that it was lull ten weeks after hearmg from 
her ere we set off. My child of course accompanied us, 
and one female attendant who had long been in Madame 
Montoni*s service, and was faithfully attached to us all. 
About the middle of the second day's journey my poor 
babe was suddenly taken ill. No house or village being 
near, we proceeded as rapidly as possible, hoping to reach 
some town where medical aid might be procured. Speed, 
however, for my infant was of no avail ; she expired in 
my arms before evening fell, and just as we reached a 
miserable looking house near the source of the Amo. My 
husband saw that assistance for our child was indeed vain ; 
but being greatly alarmed for me, he determined, if he 
could but procure a comfortable room, to remain there that 
night instead of going farther. 

" The hostess received us kindly and hospitably, but 
declared she hardly knew how to accommodate us, as the 
only good room she had was occupied by a lady who had 
only been confined three days, and was very ill indeed ; 
adding that the poor lady was quite alone, and she thought 
something was wrong in her mind, she looked and talked 
so strangely. Much more she might have said, but I heard 
her not ; a new and terrible emotion roused me from the 
stupor which had fallen on me ; strength, mental and 
bodily, seemed suddenly restored in the thought that 
Madeleine, my poor Madeleine was found, and needed 
me. I flew to the apartment pointed out as hers — I stood 
beside the miserable couch, and one glance sufficed me. 
Notwithstanding the awful change from blooming health 
to the hues of death-— for at first I thought she was gone 
forever — ^I recognised my beloved and suffering friend. 
She lay as if unconscious, save that her arm clasped her 
child who was sleeping in all the peace of infant slumber, 
its little head cradled on the bosom which had naught but 
love to give. 

" * Madeleine,* I shrieked, as I threw myself on my 
knees- beside her, and pressed the thin cold hand a^ain 
and again to my lips ; ' Madeleine, friend, sister ; speak to 
me but one word ; tell me you know me — ^love me.* 
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" My wild words recalled the departing soul ; her eyes 
opeued, fixed themselves on my face with such a glare of 
inquiry, of hope struggling with doubt, that I could 
scarcely sustain the gaze ; and then she sprung up ; she 
threw one arm convulsively round my neck, and the 
wild, sharp, agonized accent of her voice thnJJs on me 
now. 

" * Mary — ^Mary — ^Mary ! * she reiterated ; * God has 
brought you — ^nono but He, to save, love — ^my child, my 
child — ^no stain, no shame. I have — ' and her voice was 
bst in a gurgling rush of blood, streaming from mouth 
aiyl ear and nostril ; her head drooped, her arm sunk 
powerless — ^a few minutes, the rushing torrent ceased, and 
all was still. 

'* I know not how long I remained kneeling motionless 
beside the couch, gazing as if fascinated on the ^oimte- 
nance of the dead, gleaming forth in such ghastly white- 
ness from the dark lurid stains which had dyed the linen 
all around her. I heard not my husband's voice, nor 
knew that he stood beside me. It was the feeble wail of 
an infant which aroused me ; bewildered and feverish, I 
imagined it the voice of my own child, and snatched it to 
my bosom ; its little face and hands and dress were dyed 
with its mother's blood. Fearfully, hurriedly, I removed 
those miseemly stains, clothed it in clean, refreshing 
garments ; and then I gave it food, its natural food ; and 
as it eagerly and helplessly clung to my breast, as I felt its 
little head nesthug against me as my own poor babe had 
done, sense and energy returned in a passionate burst of 
tears. 

" Night came. They had removed all that was 
horrible from the chamber of death ; and side by side 
they had laid the dead, my infant and my friend. All but 
my own maid believed them mother and child ; and there 
was no need to dispel the illusion. That night, as I looked 
upon the innocent babe so strangely, so providentially 
thrown upon my care, the sole record of those I had loved 
with a daughter's^ and sister's, tenderness, who appeared 
made mine to fill up the void which my poor babe's death 
bad wrought ; as I felt how utterly it was dependent upon 
me, nay, mine in all save life itself^ I knelt before my hus* 
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baiid, I conjured him to let me call it ours, to fold it to ooi 
hearts in lieu of the infant taken from us ; like her it was 
a girl, and whoever its father might be, we robbed it, by 
adoption, of no legal heritage. It was indeed a weighty 
boon, though at the moment I knew not its extent ; I only 
saw the struggle in my husband ere he could grant it. He 
bade me reflect on all I might draw down upon myself-^ 
we k*iew nothing of its father, but that he was a man of 
sin ; we knew not even if its birth were^ legitimate. Ho 
bade me ponder well, if, should we have other children, I 
could still bestow on our adopted one the same love. It 
needs* not to repeat all that passed between us. It was 
evident his only objection was its doubtful birth, and the 
evil passions it might inherit from both its parents. Even 
after a long struggle, and he had granted my boon, and 
granted it in such a manner as tenfold to increase the love 
and esteem I bore him, he still wished me to bring up the 
child as an adopted one, not as my own, fearing the effect 
of concealment and deception on my own heart. But at 
such a moment I could not realize this fear — I could not 
believe that aught of misery or remorse could spring from 
a deception only acted to secure the happiness of an inno- 
cent being committed to • my care. And even in this my 
generous Edward at length acceded. And in after years, 
when in your deep yearnings for Italy, your love for all 
that was high and noble in art and poetry, there I traced 
your mother's nature, and trembled lest similar suffering"? 
should be yours ; when I saw you quitting the child, foi 
the high-souled loving girl, and I thought on all woman's 
trials, and dark forebodings and remorseful fears crept 
over me, bidding me dread I knew not what. Never 
once did my beloved husband upbraid me for having acteii 
contrary to his advice ; nay, he could not share my fears ; 
for when I was tortured by the feeling that, even to secure 
your happiness I had done wrong — that there was actual 
sin in forfeiting the straight line of truth, he soothed me 
by the assurance, which I could see he felt himself, that 1 
had done right — ^I had secured the happiness of our adopted, 
and given him a treasure blessed and blessing as his own 
children. And so we both felt, my Florence. Every yeai 
that passed bringing forth new virtues, new qualities to 
11 



246 WOMAN S F&IENDBHll 

endear. We blessed God fi>r you, my child, as for oni 
others ; aye, and bless him now, for what hare you not 
been to us ? how blessedly have you repaid our cares ! 
Are you not ours still? Minie has been the breast to 
nourish, the hand to guide, the lips to train. Florence, my 
beloTed, my own, oh ! think of me, call me your mother 

■tin. 



" My^strength is waning, my sweet child. With increase 
cf difficulty my pen resumes its ttsk. 

" By my poor Madeleine's dying words, it seemed to us 
that ^e must have obtained some positive proof of the 
legality of her marriage, and was in possession of papers 
to that efiect. Greatly to our disappointment, however, 
not any such could be found. The hostess reiterated her 
assurances that the poor lady had brought nothing with 
her, and as there could be nothing in a bundle of papers 
to tempt cupidity or falsehood, we were compelled to 
believe her. My husband, I saw, imagined poor Made- 
leine's words the mere excitement of her own belief. I 
could not think this, and stiU believe she had foundation 
for her assertion. There was no need of a bribe to per- 
suade our hostess to declare, if any inquiries should be 
made, that the poor infant had died with its mother ; for 
she herself believed it was so. I know not if such 
inquiries were ever made, for we never saw the vale 
of Amo nor its inmates again. Our own maid, the only 
participator of our treasured secret, was too faithfiilly at- 
tached to us and to the poor child ever to divulge it. Even 
in her marriage, (for she married soon afterwards, and went 
to France,) to the hour of her death, it never passed her 
lips. We stayed another year in Italy, and then returned 
to England. Walter and Minie were successively granted 
us, and the love you bore them, the constant sacrifices of 
your own childish pleasures to enhance theirs, only strength- 
ened the links between us, and instead of lessening the love 
we bore you, incalculably increased it. All was forgotteik 
pave that you were indeed our own. 

"Nearly three-and-twenty years have passed since the 
r^ay ^hich I^ade yoii ours ; yet never have we heard the 
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nanie of Charles Neville or traced his course. His counte- 
nance, his figure, were too remarkable ever to be forgotten, 
or mistaken, and notwithstanding the lapse of years, both 
my husband and myself would have recognised him on 
the instant, had he ever crossed our path. Every inquiry 
we could make without exciting suspicion was made both 
in Italy and England, but all have been without effect ; 
and if he still lives, it must be under some other name. I 
have seen none Hke him, none who ever recalled his fea- 
tures — ^I am wrong, I have seen one, but the image was 
faint and shadowy ; yet it brought back thoughts of the 
past, strangely and undefinably. My hand fails me — ^what 
is this sudden mist ? Florence — my child — " 

^F ^F *ff ^r ^F 

The last line was almost wholly illegible, the Morda 
" Florence, my child," were blotted, as if the pen had 
there fallen ; and the desire to conclude and to conceal 
those momentous records, was frustrated by the stroke of 
unconsciousness, and of death. 



-♦-•-♦- 



CHAPTER XLI. 

. THINKING WHAT THE WORLD WILL SAY. — ^A STRANGE 

CIRCUMSTANCE. 

To Lord St. Maur's great surprise, he found his wife still 
sitting up awaiting^ his return, and evidently feeling no in- 
clination to retire to rest. Her eyes were heavy, but it was 
with tears. " Ida, love, what has chanced V* he asked. 
" Is that poor girl worse ? No ? why, that's well : then 
what's the matter? If you were a sentimental novel 
reader, I should fancy you had met with some delightful 
work of the kind, which had beguiled you of tears far too 
precious to be thus wasted.'* 

"Would they had been so called, my dear husband. 
I •scarcely know how to tell you all in a few words ; and 
yet 1 could not retire to rest without doing so. Do not 
look so anxious ; it is nothing concermng myself, but much 
for my poor Florence." 
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" Florence ! why, what of her ? Does she repent hei 
caprice in rejecting Howard, and wish to call him back 
again? I am afraid, in that case, I cannot help her: 
she should have thought twice ere she decided," replied the 
Earl, smiling. 

" Pray do not jest, dearest Edmund ; my tale is but too 
serious and sad." And briefly she narrated her interview 
with Florence — ^its terrible communication, and its con- 
firmation by the manuscript still open beside her, but on 
the contents of which, at that moment. Lady St. Maur did 
not enter. 

The EarFs open brow contracted. " I would not speak 
ill of the dead," he said, " but Mrs. Leslie has acted wrong- 
ly ; she should never have permitted Florence to pass aa 
her own child." 

" So I felt at first ; but I cannot feel it now. Think 
of the misery poor Florence must have endured from the 
moment she emerged fi:om childhood, had the truth been 
known." 

** Better than such misery as is hers now. Measures 
should have been taken, instead of suppressing, to pro- 
claim the truth — ^to call upon all who had been accessory 
to the marriage, real or pretended. Some clue must then 
have been found, and the child resigned to its natural 
guardian, or brought up by Mrs. Leslie under its own 



name." 



" But had all their efforts failed — which, from the peru- 
sal of these papers, I think most likely — ^poor Madeleine's 
tale would have been rumored all over Italy ; and loving 
her as she did, could Mrs. Leshe have borne this ?" 

" Yes, if it had — which it might have done — ^proved the 
legality of the marriage. That praved, if she still wished 
to adopt the child, she might have done so ; there would 
then have been no need to hide the truth, and Florence 
would have been so spared all the agony of tliis dis- 
overy." 

" Agony indeed ; but as it is — " 

" As it is, I rejoice that she is now so rich an heiress as 
to be independent of your benevolence, further than the 
convena/nce of general society." 
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Lady St. Maur raised her eyes to his face, in bewildered 
inquiry. " What can you mean, my dear husband ? How 
can this unfortunate circumstance affect my affection for, 
and interest in, Florence ?'* 

" Easily, my dear Ida. Can a person of such doubtful 
birth and parentage continue a fit companion for the 
Countess St. Maur ? 

" And why not?" replied the Countess, laying her hand 
upon her husband's arm, while her beautiful eyes glistened 
with the energy of her appeal. "My own husband, 
banish such a worldling's thought ! It was not yourself 
who spoke. You could not bid me forsake one I have so 
long loved, and who has shown herself so worthy of that 
love, because the merest chance, proceeding from the un- 
controllable agony of the noblest act she has yet performed, 
has revealed a doubt — ^for it is nothing more — ^upon the 
legitimacy of her birth. Read these papers, and you will 
feel as I do : you cannot bid me forsake my poor friend 
in her deep misery. Edmund, you cannot do this I" 

" Thanks to your sweet eloquence, my Ida ; it has re- 
^3alled my better nature : it was, indeed, with a worldlrig's 
tongue I spoke, thinking what the world would say." 

" The world ! God forbid the world should ever know 
it ! Yet, did I forsake her, how could such pubhcity be 
avoided ? No, not even to Minie would I have it im- 
parted. Your honor is my own ; in pledging my word 
tD secrecy, I undertook for you also, my husband. Read 
but these papers ; do not decide upon my future treatment 
to Florence till that is done. I willingly wait your de- 
termination, fa': I know what it will be." 

Lord St. Maur promised to do all she desired, on condi- 
tion that she would take the rest she so much needed, and 
trust his zeal for Florence's welfare as truly as her own. 
He was as good as his word. "When the Countess joined 
him in the library the following morning, the important 
papers had been already perused, and the Earl sat with 
his hand resting upon them, evidently in .^eep thought: 
he looked up as his wife entered, and spoke with some 
emotion. " You are right, dearest : it would indeed be 
unnecessary cruelty to make Florence pay the forfeit of 
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Ihat Yillam Neville's sin. You shall still be her fhend, 
my Ida ; we must do all we can to give back the peace 
she so much needs/' 

"And Howard — ^is there a hope, a chance of bringing 
them again together ? The blow has fallen heaviest there. 
Why, why did these fatal papers ever reach her eye? 
Can it be for good ?" 

" Ida, my beloved, it is, it must be, or it would not have 
been," replied her husband. " We must endeavor tc 
persuade her, also, that so it is; that in being thus re- 
vealed to her, the prayer of her adopted mother has been 
heard and granted.'' 

" I ought to believe it, Edmund, but indeed it is dijSi' 
cult ; and Howard — she would shrink in natural repug- 
nance from telling him the truth : but cannot you or I ? 
Surely her case does not come within the pale of those 
unfortunate attachments he so lately and so solemnly for- 
swore ?" 

The Earl looked very thoughtful ere he replied. " I am 
not quite sure whether Howard, with his peculiar, perhaps 
over-scrupulous notions as to the purity of the woman he 
loves, would not shrink back from an union with one 
whose father is utterly unknown, save as a villain. No ; 
Florence has decided not only nobly, but as regards Frank, 
most wisely. Better he should never be undeceived, 
never know that he really had power over a heart like 
hers." 

"But then is not his happiness sacrificed as well as 
hers ?" 

" Only for a short time ; whereas, if the tsuth be re- 
vealed, he will be tortured by various contending feelings, 
likely to ruin his peace forever. As it is, believing as he 
does that he has been rejected, and decisively, a few 
months will efiect his cure." 

** A few months, my dear Edmund ! Does man's love^ 
even granting he beheves it unreturned, last only that 
period ?" 

" Not always ; but in Howard*s case I feel assured it 
will last no longer. You will be shocked and disappointed, 
my dear Ida, but I confess that I never shared your san- 
guine exp<>ctations with regard to this union. It lias 
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always appeared to me, that his regard for her was more 
ike a brother's than a lover's — ^too calm, too dispassionate, 
for love in a person like Frank, whose feelings are never 
of the quietest kind." 

" But * still currents run the deepest,* " replied his wife, 
with a faint smile. 

" Yes, love, in all passions but that of Love. It may, 
indeed, be concealed, but then the outward man will 
suffer. Never tell me that Howard would not have visibly 
sufiered, had Florence's dependent situat'on been the sole 
obstacle to the declaration of his affection. If he had 
really loved, and felt that love was hopeless as long as his 
father lived, he would either have fled from her, or been 
hurried into an avowal of his feelings. I know him w^U 
enough, to be quite certain that he could not have con- 
cealed them." 

" But what has made him act as he has done now f" 
persisted Lady St. Maur. " There could be no occasion for 
him to make her an offer, if he really did not love." 

" I do not say he does not fancy himself in love, or that 
he has not done so some time ; but only that one of these 
days he will find himself mistaken, and that bona fide love 
will affect him in a very different manner. Till we re- 
turned to England, he was so immersed in politics, in 
studying elocution, rhetoric, and such things, as to have 
httle thought and less inclination for indiscriminate female 
society. Your interest in Florence, and the many trials 
she had undergone, affected him, and inclined him towards 
her. The last few months, her bereavement, and its sad 
effect upon her, of course, excited his warmest sympathy ; 
and this his fancy has magnified into a still warmer feeling. 
He has no belief in platonic affection subsisting between 
the sexes ; and therefore, as no woman ever interested him 
as Florence has done, he fancies it must be love." 

" For his sake I hope you may be right, but for my poor 
friend it matters little. Yet, should your suggestions prove 
incorrect, and Frank does really love her, will you not make 
some effort to bring them again together ?" 

** Wait till Frank returns from accompanying Lord 
Edgemere on his pleasure trip. If he can still associate 
with Florence calmly, and find pleasure in her society as 
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before, take my word for it he has never loved. Rejection 
may be cold water on love's flame, and incite pride, and 
all kinds of petty feelings, to case up the heart ; but it 
never yet so conquered true affection as, by six months' ab- 
sence, to permit untroubled association with its object 
Yoii smile — ^remember I only spoke of Frank when I said 
a few months will effect his cure " 

" And you really think it is only as a brother that he 
feels ?" 

" So much so that I was rather pleased than otherwise, 
to hear that Florence had rejected him ; fearing that he 
might chance to discover that he had been laboring imdei 
a delusion when it was too late. But I have almost for- 
gotten that I had something else to say to you relative to, 
or rather recalled by these papers. Do you remember a 
strange circumstance mentioned to us just before we re- 
turned home two years ago ?" Lady St. Maur did not 
remember it. " By-the-way, no ; I do not think you were 
present, nor indeed has it ever crossed my mind again till 
this morning ; but you remember Herbert Elford's love oi 
exploring ? Well, on one of these occasions he remained 
a day or two at a rustic village inn, near the source of the 
Jano, When there, the host, after . many apologies, asked 
him, as an Englishman, to take charge of a smp.ll ebony 
casket, containing some papers, which he understood were 
English, and endeavor to discover their rightful owner. 
He confessed that in his youth, when performing the part 
of hostler, waiter, and many others, to the late mistress of 
the inn, he had believed petty larceny no sin, and had pur- 
loined tills casket or case from a poor woman who had come 
there in great distress, given birth to a dead child, and died. 
They had never known who or what she was, except that 
she spoke in a strange language. Some benevolent Enghsh 
who had arrived there by chance, had her decently buried 
in the church, but put no name upon the tomb. From the 
great beauty of the casket he thought it must contain gems 
or coin, and had removed it as its owner lay in the stupor of 
death. Never hearing any inquiries made fo^ it, he con- 
sidered liis prize secure. Instead, however, of finding 
gems, the casket contained nothing but papers. Thirteen 
years afterwards he became master of the inn : but foi 
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.^ome time all went wrong with him, and he began to feel 
twinges of conscience for past misdemeanors. He betook 
himself to a priest, made full confession, and received 
absolution, coupled with an imperative command to de- 
liver the casket and its contents to the first English trav- 
eller who would take them in charge. For seven years 
he had not seen such a person, but the prosperity following 
his confession had convinced him that he could not neglect 
the priest's charge now an opportunity offered, without 
ealling down on him the wrath of the saints, and so he 
entreated Elford to release him of his burden. Damp 
and musty papers, however, had no charm for one so ^vild 
and volatile as Elford. Had the lady been living, the 
affair might have looked hke an adventure, and been wel- 
comed accordingly ; but as she was dead, and the child 
too, there could be nothing in it, so he merely glanced his 
eye over them, fancied they looked like love-letters, and 
returned the casket to the landlord, advising him by all 
means to guard them safely still, for he had no doubt they 
would one day be claimed. It is strange how completely 
all this had faded from my memory, and equally strange is 
the vividness with which it has all been localled by the 
perusal of these papers." 

" And do you think there is a probability of their being 
connected?" exclaimed Lady St Maur, who had hstened 
to this recital with intense eagerness. "Can we procure 
them ? Could we but remove the mystery hanging ovei 
our poor Florence, there might be happiness in store for 
her yet ' 

" My dearest Ida, we must not permit the hope of such 
a chance too hastily. Even were we to obtain possession 
of these papers, they may not be those we so much de- 
sired. The outline of the tale alone I remember ; thert 
may have been other circumstances narrated, which may 
throw completely a different coloring t)ver the whole. 
Where Herbert Elford is at present I do not know, noi 
have I much chance of tracing him. Do not look so dis- 
appointed, my dear love, I would not entirely check you? 
hopes, but I would caution you against exciting any in 
Florence. All we must endeavor to do is to soothe hei 
bsi^k into tranquillity, to convince her that the charactei 



254 woman's FRIENDSHiP. 

evinced by her whole conduct, and if possible yet more 
nobly in her resolution with regard to fVank, is alone re- 
membered. Do you do this, my love, and trust my vigi. 
lance for the rest ; only give me time. A year, perhaps 
more, may elapse before I can obtain these much-desired 
papers." 

" I will try to be patient, Edmund ; but it will be very 
difficult; however, I will follow your advice. But this 
Charles Neville, did you never hear of or meet with such 
a person?** 

*' Never that I can recollect. I greatly fear the name 
was but assumed ; and if so, I suspect the marriage, how- 
ever duly performed, registered, and witnessed, ynH not 
hold good. However, I will make every inquiry that I 
can without exciting curiosity, and meanwhile we must 
hope and wait.** 



■4 *» 



CHAPTER XLE. 

NOT ALONE. — CONSOLATION IN FRIENDSHIP. 

It would be equally needless and painful to linger on 
the long-continued sufferings of poor Florence, before the 
energy of life in any way returned. Fever, which the 
terrible inward struggle of nearly three months' con- 
tinuance had excited, was so lon^ in being subdued, that 
Lord and Lady St. Maur. even Sir Charles Brashleigh 
liimself, more than once trembled lest the lost of either 
life 01 reason should ensue ; and when fever was over- 
come, it seemed as if she must sink under the utter ex- 
haustion of mind and frame which followed. 

Her constitution, however, though delicate, was good; 
and all Lady St. Maur*s kindness and attention were 
devoted to prove that she was dearer to her friend than 
ever. But the heart and frame had received too severe a 
shock for even affection to be, as yet, of much avail. 
After weeks of unconscious agony she did indeed appear 
sensible of the fond cares which she received, and as if 
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•he straggled to prove that she was grateful ; but the ex- 
pression of moumiulaess oa her sweet, shadowy face, too 
painfully revealed the all-absorbing woe. 

Lady St. Maur's principal care was to conceal Florence's 
illness, or at least its extent, from Minie ; and to do so 
required no little skill, both from her own extreme truth- 
fulness, which shrunk from all evasion, and that the 
Qorrespondence between the sisters never, under any 
circumstances, flagged. She so far succeeded, however, 
as to satisfy Minie, who wrote a playful reproach to 
Florence for not taking more care of herself, and com- 
manding her not to think of writing to her till Sir Charles 
gave her permission so to do. Perhaps, had the mind of 
the young girl been as free and imoccupied as when she 
had first joined Lady Mary, she would have been less 
easily satisfied ; but new thoughts, new feelings, whoso 
ecstatic enjoyment had never even been dreamed of before, 
had stolen over mind and heart ; and when Florence again 
awoke to outward things, she became aware of a deeper, 
fuller tone in her sister's letters, irradiating the simplest 
incident or sentiment, as by a glow of summer sunshine. 
Whence emanated that irradiation she knew not, nor did 
Minie reveal it. The young girl knew she felt ; but it 
was a sensation too sweet, too ethereal for aught so gross as 
words. 

As soon as Sir Charles believed that his patient might 
be removed in safety. Lord St. Maur and his family gladly 
left London for Amersley, and there it was that Florence 
graduallv and painfuUy became conscious that life, not 
death, was her allotted portion ; that for some wise though 
inscrutable purpose she was doomed to drag on existence, 
when her every prayer had been for death. She felt 
marked out for sufiering ; not a gleam might descend on 
her blighted heart to vivify and bring forth hope. Why 
was this her doom ? Why must she bear it ? Alas, who 
has not felt at some period of our life, that when most 
needed, the power of prayer, of faith, has departed fi:om 
us, and even by our God we are forsaken ; that we can no 
longer trace the love in which, till that moment, we thought 
we had believed ? 

In the prostration of bodily and mental energy, Florence 
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felt that she had wilfully and needlessly cast happiness 
from her ; that she had weaved her own fate, and there- 
fore must despair. What or whom had she to live for 
now ? The brightest links of life were snapped asunder, 
and love she had thrown from her; her heart seemed 
scorched and dried up within her ; every feeling, every 
thought merged in the one sickly longing to fold Minie to 
her heart, and die. Physical weakness had, of course, much 
to do with this morbid state of feeling. Lady St. Maur, 
sympathizing deeply with her, knew not in what way to 
rouse or give her comfort. Of Howard she felt as if she 
could not speak, for she had no hope to give : his name 
never passed the lips of Florence ; but the convulsive con- 
traction of her features whenever Minie*s artless effusions 
spoke of him, which they did very often, was all-sufficient 
evidence of the power he still retained. 

Nothing in fife is so terrible as the reaction after an 
extraordinary self-sacrifice. The mind almost always feels 
as if it had done what was in reahty needless, and might 
have been evaded. Very often friends, falsely so named 
in such cases, add to this pain, by agreeing with us, and 
declaring that the sacrifice was little removed from folly ; 
instead of doing all they can to support and strengthen the 
feeble and sinking spirit, by upholding its integrity, and 
affirming their conviction that the sacrifice was as impera- 
tively demanded as nobly made. There are so few, unhap- 
pily, in the present prosaic state of things, who can thus 
abnegate self, that they imagine all who can and do to be 
under the influence of romantic delusion^— a species of 
enthusiasm, which ib in fact to such minds but another 
word for madness. Fortunately for Florence, the Earl and 
Countess St. Maur were not of these. 

Florence had been sitting, one afternoon, some hours at 
work — the most natural, but the worst occupation for a 
mind diseased, permitting, as it does, thought to run on as 
swiftly arid engrossingly as absolute idleness. She worked 
on mechanically till twilight, when, beheving herself aloQe, 
she started up and paced the room. 

" Alone ! alone !" she unconsciously repeated al^ud. 
* Had I but one tie amongst the Hving or the deai but 
me to call my own ; but there is none — none ; an ou<*«.8t 
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^ nameless — ^from the hour of my birth ! Oh, what a 
miserable ingrate to speak thus, when love — love, such 
deep love has been lavished on me ; but it was only love — 
not nature ; and now — now even that is gone ; the very 
dead I may not call my own. Alone ! Oh, the unutter- 
able anguish of that word ; without one link, one friend — '* 

" Florence I'* said a voice of mild reproach ; " have you 
indeed no friend s ? ' * 

Florence started, and flinging herself passionately on 
the ottoman at the Countess's feet, she hid her face on her 
lap, and sobbed forth, " Forgive me, oh, forgive ma ; I 
knew not what I said ! Miserable, ungrateful as 1 am, 
oh, do not throw me off as I deserve. What would be my 
wretched fate without you V* 

"Hardly worse than, by your own words, it is now, 
Florence," replied Lady St. Maur. " I would indeed be 
your friend, but you will not permit me ; and wrapping 
yourself in your affliction, heightening it by imaginary ills, 
you feel and act as if indeed you had no friend." 

" Imaginary !" repeated Florence, and she loosed her hold 
of Lady St. Maur's hands, clasped her own tightly together, 
and turned from her. 

" Yes, dearest, in some degree. Now, do not turn from 
me, as if I could feel no sympathy in your deep sorrow. I 
do not say you have nothing for which to grieve, but why 
increase your trials by dwelUng upon fanciful evils, till 
your mind becomes enervated instead of strengthened? 
Why linger on the idea that every link is snapped between 
you and those you love so well ? Can the love of three 
and twenty years be snapped asunder by a word ? Do not 
dwell upon such thoughts as you gave words to just now, 
my Florence ; they are wrong, sinful, rebelling, by increas 
ing grief." 

"But she is gone — gone. I can never return the weight 
of love she has borne for me ; never, never repay the debt 1 
owe her," answered Florence, with a burst of passionate, 
yet softening tears. 

"Do not say so, dearest. If you can recall any one 
time when you refused to sacrifice yourself for her, these 
thoughts may be permitted, but not otherwise ; but thif 
you cannot do. You cannot tell me one period of your ex 
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istence in which you failed in duty to your supposed 
parents, or in love for their children ; and therefore do not 
weep hecause you cannot show it farther now. Look back, 
and bless G-od that he gave you strength to act as you 
have done ; that as Mrs. LesUe indeed filled a mother's 
part cowards you, so did you perform a child's towards 
her." 

" Yes, yes ; could I only think of this ; but the one dark 
thought will come, and poison all the rest. I could bear 
the being not her child, but — " And the softening mood 
WEu* conquered by that of bitter agony, and the relieving 
te&xs were frozen, as she wildly clasped Lady St. Maur's 
knees. '' Tell me, only tell me there is no stain upon my 
birth, and I can bear all else, even — even to lose—" Her 
voice was choked. 

" And indeed there is no positive proof, my Florence," 
replied the Countess, with a voice of more conviction than 
she felt ; ** all must be conjecture ; yet do not wholly 
despair. All now is dark, and seemingly hopeless ; yet, 
if God wills, dearest, how soon all may be made light, 
and happiness be again your own ; not as it has been, 
perhaps, but more enduring! Head those papers again 
You shudder, as if the task were too painM ; yet I think, 
were you to re-peruse them, you would believe, as your 
adopted mother conjures you to believe, that there is no 
stain upon your birth ; that poor Madeleine's dying words 
convinced her that she had acquired some positive proof 
that her child was legitimate ; and though no such proofs 
were found, it is not impossible such may exist. And — " 
She paused, remembering her husband's warning. But 
Florence could not hope; she sank back on her bw 
seat, saying less wildly, but with heart-rending despon* 
dency — 

" You speak but to comfort me. There can be no proof 
now. It would have come to light long ere this, were it 
possible. But no, no, it cannot be." 

" All things are possible with God, my Florence ; his 
providence willed that instead of being concealed, as in- 
tended, the papers should fall into your hands, unfinished 
«s they were ; and do not doubt his power now." 

" And why was it thus revealed ? Why at such a moment 
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the truth made known ? Oh ! better far that I had never 
known myself other than I am." 

** Do not say so, Florence. Had you always known the 
truth, fancy would have been ever at work to make your 
life wretched. Do not throw such reproach upon the dead, 
by whom you were so entirely beloved that she burdened 
herself with this fatal secret to preserve your joys unsullied ; 
and she would have borne it with her to tiie grave, had 
not an unconquerable impulse urged her to its disclosure. 
Your adopted mother's prayer was, that it might never 
be known unless the concealment threatened deeper misery 
than the revelation. She believed her prayer would be 
granted ; try and believe it too, my Florence, and be com- 
forted." 

" Could I . but forget the mystery around my birth !" 
exclaimed Florence, after some minutes' tearful silence. 
" But I cannot — cannot. My very name sounds strange 
and false ; I have no right to it. They hail me as the loved 
and cherished sister of the poet "Walter ; him whom I so 
loved to feel, to glory in, as brother ! And Minie, my happy 
Minie ! how may I bear to hear her call me sister, to cling 
to me as such again ?" 

" These are the imaginary ills against which I would 
warn you, my own Florence," replied the Coimtess, sooth- 
ingly. " Natural as they are, strive, pray against them, 
till they are in part at least subdued. Your noble deed — 
the sacrifice of woman's dearest, most precious hopes — ^must 
lor the time giva you all enough to bear." 

Florence had drooped her head on her hands, and tears 
were streaming faster than before ; and though her slight 
frame shook with the paroxysm. Lady St. Maur felt, and 
with justice, that they gave relief 

" You do not regret this decision, my Florence," she 
said, after a brief pause. " You do not heighten your 
present sufferings by the belief that the sacrifice was un- 
needed ? You would not recall your words ? Much as you 
are now enduring, believe me, oh, believe me, it is slight 
compared to what it would have been, had you thrown 
yourself on his generosity, and revealed the truth ; or had 
you concealed it and accepted him, you would have failed 
Rt the altar's foot." 
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" But if to you, to Lord St. Maur, my agony at tlie— 
the stain upon lay birth be more imaginary than real ; if 
I am not, as I believed, an outcast from the sympathy, the 
feelings of my fellow men ; if, whatever be my birth, I can 
never be other than I have been to those who love me, oh ! 
why might not the truth have been revealed to him, and 
yet our happiness secured ?" 

It was difficult to look on that pleading face, to listen to 
those tremulous words unmoved ; they told a tale even then 
of hope, which the Countess; after her late conversation with 
her husband, felt that she dared not encourage. 

" Were Francis Howard other than he is, my Florence, 
this might be ; but not, not with him. He might not dra'w 
back, beheving he' had gone too far ; but trust me, dearest, 
you have better secured his happiness by concealing than 
by revealing the truth. He loves not as you do, Florence ; 
if he do, time will not change him ; there may be happiness 
still in store for you both." 

" May he be happy !" murmured Florence, in a tone of 
such submissive resignation that the Countess involun- 
tarily drew her closer to her, and fondly kissed her pallid 
brow. 

" Yet still have you ties to bind you to life, my 
Florence," she said ; */ stiU have you memories of the past 
to prove you were not saved in vain ; and what were 
Minie's lot without you ? Now, too, that you have compe- 
tence, nay, wealth permitting your every ambitious wish 
foT her to be fulfilled. You have still friends, dearest, 
friends to whom your happiness is dearer than ever. You 
have the recollection of a life of virtue and of love ; and in 
securing the happiness of others, as you have ever done, you 
may be laying up stores for your own, which, when the 
present darkness is mercifully removed, will shine the love- 
lier for the past gloom. Think but of this, endeavor but to 
believe that some good must arise from this deep woe, or it 
would not have been permitted ; and endure it nobly, as 
you can and will. Your secret is known but to Lord St 
Maur and myself ; and you know that with us it is as if it 
were not You are the Florence Leslie, our Florence. 
A^hich you have ever been." 

Florence did not reply, but all her wildness and irr pa 
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tience had passed away ; and Lady St. Maui felt that her 
tears were falling fast. 

At that moment Lord St. Maur bounded into the room, 
from the balcony on which the window opened, exclaiming, 
** Ida, love I I have brought you a visitor — a truant, yet 
one you will be glad to see. Come in, Elliott, man ; what 
do you stay there for." 

But his companion hesitated ; his glance fixed on the 
figure so gracefully and almost spiritually brought forward 
m the moon-light. 

'* What ? Ronald Elliott ; my own sailor-cousin ; how 
glad I am I" exclaimed the Countess, springing up with 
the joyousness and elasticity of a girl. And Florence, 
startled and terrified at the idea of a stranger, hastily 
withdrew. 



^ » » 



CHAPTER XLin. 

RONALD ELLIOTT. — THE TRUE REFUGE. 

Our readers will perhaps be less inclined to welcome a 
stranger than was the Countess St. Maur. To her, how- 
ever, the new comer was no stranger, but a near relative ; 
and as such we trust a kinder greeting will be allowed him 
than were he an interloper in our narrative, merely drag- 
ged in, at the conclusion, to serve our own purposes. 

" Yes ; Ronald, dearest Ida. How coji I thank you 
for this most kind welcome? Happiness, adulation, and 
a long list of honors have not changed you : the sound 
of your dear voice tells me that, though I can scarcely see 
you," replied the young sailor, pressing his lips to the fair 
cheek which was yielded to him as freely as a sister's, and 
grasping her hands in both his. 

" Changed ? Not a whit I" replied her husband, laugh- 
ing. " Ida St. Maur is as glad to see you, as ever Ida 
Villiers was ; and what is more, I am not jealous ; so drop 
your anchor here as long as you please, if the harborage bo 
good enough for so renowned a personage as Captain Sii 
Ronald Elliott, which we must dub you in future." 
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" Captain, and Sir Bonald ! Why you have made rkpid 
strides indeed, cousin sailor ; you were but third lieutenant, 
I think, when we last met." 

" Hardly that. It is full nine years since I saw you ; 
but my kind uncle's influence helped me even after we had 
lost him, Ida. So I passed my examination gloriously, as 
I think you know, and then to rise was easy.'' 

" What ! even to be Captain ? I think your own abilities 
must have helped you still more than my dear father's in- 
fluence ; but I am very angry with you, Ronald. You have 
not written me a single line the last three years.*' 

" I know it, my kind cousin, and deserve to loose an 
epaulette ior it. But we have been from one end of the 
world almost to the other in that time ; nearly murdered 
by some barbarous islanders ; then wrecked, and for a full 
month thrown about on the wide ocean in a little cockle- 
shell of a boat, which I expected every hour would go to 
pieces ; nearly starved, "^nd made such objects by the sun 
and wind and spray, that you never would have known 
me. Then we hailed land, and imagined anchorage secure ; 
when, behold, it was but a desert island. And thoivrh I 
was not quite Robinson Crusoe, having still some faithful 
comrades with me, I assure you Crusoe himself could not 
have yearned more for the sight of a ship than we did- I 
set all hands to work to make a craft fit for sea ; but 
with neither tools nor proper wood nor canvass, imagine the 
difiiculties of our task. Still we would not be thrown 
aback, and the fourteen months we w^re there passed 
quicker in their vain attempts, than had we made none at 
all. At length we succeeded ; our craft was actually sea- 
worthy We launched her, loaded her with the roots 
grain, and fruit which had been our sole mess during om 
solitude, and so tempted old ocean again. She took u^ 
safely to a Spanish trader, who received us on board, took 
our craft and tackle in tow as curious specimens of nauticai 
ingenuity, and conveyed us to Brazil. Thence we crowded 
sail for old England, and after storms and dangers innu- 
merable, here we are ! The Lords of the Admiralty were 
pleased to have us before them, examined my log, which 
I have contrived to keep throughout all, gave all my bravo 
fellows a hft, (I had lost only two,) made me a captain ; 
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and I suppose,^ from their report, her Majesty was pleased 
to make me a baronet : why, I cannot imagine. I did 
nothing more than every British sailor would have done 
under the same circumstances/' 

** But, with all your toils and dangers, you are handsome 
as ever, Eonald ; somewhat browner, and perhaps thinnei 
and taller. But I should have known you anywhere." 

" Now you would, Ida ; for our primitive life in the 
island gave us all back our good looks," replied the young 
officer, who, as lights had been brought in, now appeared 
a frank, pleasant-looking man of some six or seven and 
twenty years ; sunburnt, certainly, but as his eyes and 
hair were very dark, such marks of hard-service p^roved no 
disfigurement.^ 
^ " But why did you not write us, as soon as you reached 

Plymouth V* inquired Lord St. Maur. 

*' Because I did not know that you were in England. 
You were in Italy when Ida last Mfrote." 

" And how did you find us out at last ?" 

" "Why first I crowded sail for Lord Edgemere*s, but 
found he was in Wales or Scotland, or on some such tack ; 
then I bethought me of Lord Melford. And as I was no 
longer the rough middy, Ronald Elliott, whose mother did 
such a foolish thing as to marry a poor lieutenant, and her 
brother Lord Edgemere a still more shocking thing, as to 
forgive the runaway match, and receive her and her 
fatherless boy into favor, but a captain and a baronet, why 
I thought they might deign to speak to me : so I took them 
by surprise, was received most graciously ; heard you were 
h3re, and was off again in a twinkling ; for no harborage was 
ever so safe and happy for Ronald Elliot as where his cou- 
sin Ida is to be found." 

" I thought sailors were too honest ever to flatter," le- 
l plied the Countess, laughing. 

I " Ida, you know it to be truth ! It was all through you 

my poor widowed mother was forgiven, though you were 
but a girl of fourteen. You attended her long illness and 
death, with all the devotedness and care of a daughter — 
gave me the love of an elder sister — ^made every one treat 
I me as your brother. Oh, how proud and cold you looked 

and spoke if any one dared look down on me ; nor rested 
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till my ardent Mulshes were luliilled and I was a jailor. 
And was this all ? No, Ida, no ; if I have indeed attained 
to steadiness and manliness and worth, to you I owe it all ; 
your affection, your example, your counsels, have made me 
what I am." 

It was impossible to doubt the sincerity of these blunt 
and rapid words. His hands trembled, his lip quivered, 
and then, as if to banish every trace of emotion, he laugh- 
ingly inquired : " "Who was that graceful iiguie I saw 
sitting (like Niobe, all tears) at your feet, when St. Maur 
hurried me so irreverently through the window? She 
could not have thrown herself into a more becoming atti 
tude for effect, particularly as the moonlight streamed upon 

her." . . • . 

" Effect ! poor girl, the last thing in her mind at that 
moment. She is a young friend of mine, and just at 
present in great affliction. You will probably see her to- 
morrow ; but I warn you, you will be disappointed if you 
expect any thing remarkable. She is ill and in sorrow, and 
not at all likely to attract such a laughter-loving person as 
yourself." 

The return of young Elliott was a source of real re 
joicing both to the Countess and her husband. They had 
lost all trace of him so long, that both had feared more 
than either Hked to express. Florence had often heard 
Lady St. Maur allude to her cousin, even during their first 
intimacy at St. John's, as wishing she could see him before 
she left England ; and she could therefore well sympathize 
in the joy with which her friend sought her before retiring 
to rest, to communicate the happy tidings of his unexpected 
return. 

Suffering as their long conversation had been to Florence, 
it was yet, as Lord St. Maur had predicted — ^productive of 
good. Her mind gradually resumed a more healthy tone. 
Happy indeed, how could she be ? But the morbid 
anguish, which turned every memory into suffering, sub 
sided. Although at first shrinking from the task as in 
crease of misery, she followed Lady St. Maur's advice, and 
re-read the MSS. And though her tears fell fast and un 
restrainedly, the heavy weight on mind and heart gave 
way. She could now feel the full extent of love borne 
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towards her by her adopted mother. Iq .her first perusal 
the truth had burst upon her with a shock and agony 
which bewildered every faculty. She was only sensible 
that she was the child of misery and shame. Now she 
read differently. Her adopted mother's fond appeal seemed 
to sink upon her heart, bidding her trust in God, and be- 
jjeve that those papers were indeed revealed but for good. 
She guessed not wherefore, and she asked not. The strug- 
gle was dark and terrible, known only to the Reader of all 
hearts ; but at length that gentle spirit was enabled to 
merge every individual feeling in the one deep, earnest 
prayer for the happiness of one ! 

" Let him be happy, even if to be so he must forget me 
and love another." Could those voiceless orisons have 
found vent in words, such would they have been. I ask 
but to be the unknown instrument working his happier 
fate ; but if even this be denied me — ^if our paths must 
indeed be severed, and forever- —still, still, let him be hap- 
py. And for me — oh ! Father of Mercy, lift up this yearn- 
ing heart to Thee !" 

There was no wild enthusiasm in her prayer. Days, 
nights, aye, weeks had passed,- ere her seared heart could 
frame it in sincerity and truth, and even in secret prayer 
dash down all individual hope. It was not -that she had 
loved him with unreturned affection. She was not likely, 
at such a moment, to think with Lord St. Maur, had she 
known his suspicions^ that Howard felt but a brother's 
love. But she never wavered in her imselfish prayer 
She roused every energy, by the conquest of self, through 
constant and benefioial employment to assist in its fulfil- 
ment. She was not one of those who think that prayer, 
'.ven for the subjection of feeling, is sufficient without 
deed. She knew she must help herself as well as pray, 
and trust on the help that to all, who seek, is given firom 
oil high. She found support, too, in the consciousness of 
her owh integrity, a support which, had Lady St. Maur 
sought to persuade her that her mighty sacrifice had been 
uncalled for^ must have been denied her ; and when even 
the sweet dream of his love was loosed by his own words 
from the fibres of her heart, she found that strength had 
indeed been given to act as she had frayed. 
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CHAPTER XLIV 

IHE FAMILY TOUE. 

Feancis Ho^vard did not linger long in London after liii 
rejection by F'orence ; he joined Lord Edgemere's family, 
who were then at the Isle of Anglesea, in a much shorter 
time than gentlemen in his forlorn situation generally take 
to recover their equilibrium. He pondered again and 
again over the conduct of Florence, and also over his own. 
He certainly never had given her any right to suppose his 
attentions devoted imtil lately, and, therefore, could have 
no reason to imagine she had ever shown such preference 
for his society as to cause any present belief that she had 
treated him ill. He thought that she certainly had not 
seemed to dislike his society and conversation. " Dislike ? 
No I But," mentally argued the young politician, " there 
is a wide space between not disliking and love. Now I 
could not go hang or drown myself, as I hear some de- 
spairing lovers talk of doing. Nay, if it were not for very 
awkwardness, I should have much preferred still lingering 
in her mild, rational society, than seeking others. I wish 
she could have loved me : mine may not have been the 
wild passionate emotion of some that I know ; but it was 
one, I think, which would have made us both happy could 
she but have loved me. I never knew what female com- 
panionship and society were till I knew her, and I could 
have wished to secure them mine, could I have made her 
happy as I hoped ; but may I not still do so ? or is her re- 
iection final ? Yes — and I am much mistaken if she do not 
love another ; but who— who has gained her affections ? 
It is all mystery ; but there was more in her manner than 
met my eye. Well, well, be it so ; I trust when we next 
meet; it will be still as the friends which we have been." 

Could Lord St. Maur have read his mental soliloquy, 
he certainly would have had his suspicions confirmed. 
Francis Howard was much too unselfish and noble a 
person to entertain any petty and unworthy feelings, even 
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had he considered himself injured by his rejection. But 
the above quiet, unimpassioned train of thought was not 
that of a man ardent in his suit. His belief, too, that 
Florence loved another, ably aided him to conquer the de- 
lusion which had engrossed him, and before he ha;d been a 
month with Lord Edgemere, he felt himself once more a 
free man. 

Now, let us not be accused of making oui hero a very 
uninteresting and most capricious personage. Frank did 
love Florence with most imselfish love ; esteemed, admired 
her ; felt that had Heaven blessed him with such a sister, 
his lot would have been happy as earth could make it ; and 
as woman had never so arrested a fleeting thought before, 
he imagined the feeling deeper than in reality it was; 
cherished it, dwelt upon it, till he began to think why 
should he repine that Heaven had denied him such a sister, 
when love might give him such a bride ? His rejection re- 
moved the delusive glow of fancy, and his feelings gradually 
bubsided into their original repose. 

It was a merry, though a small party, that he joined ; 
although it so happened that himself and Alfred Melfofd 
were the only single men amongst them. Melford was, oi 
course, always the attacM of his fair betrothed. Minie 
LesHe sported gayly from one to the other of the party ; 
sometimes the charge of the Earl himself, who was very 
fond of her; at others the chosen companion of Lord 
Henry Villiers, whose wife was not quite strong enough 
for the long exploring rambles which he preferred, and 
which Minie M'as only too happy to join ; at others sharing 
iqyously the lively excursions of Viscoimt ViUiers, Lord 
Edgemere's grandson and heir, a fine boy of fourteen, the 
pet of the family. Except in her tete-a-tete rambles with 
Melford, however. Lady Mary always considered and 
treated Minie as her own especial charge, and under her 
fostering care and kindness the young girl had overcome 
the shock of her mother's death, and though more often 
shadowed than formerly, her natural liveliness had almost 
entirely returned, and with renovated health, yet more 
dazzling beauty. Not the most callous could have looked 
at her at any time with indifference, and more particularly 
when returning, glowing with health and enjoyment, from 
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a ramble, or springing up the rocky heights of Wales, 
leaving all her companions, even the young Lord Villiera 
himself, far behind her ; pausing, but to look back with 
laughing triumph, and seeming from her light, exqiusitely 
graceful figure, her sunny ringlets and lovely face, the very 
spirit of the scenes she loved. 

It was not a very unlikely state of things, therefore, 
that when Howard joined them, Minie should fall to his 
especial care, particularly in those excursions taken by all 
the party ; or that, being mutually pleased, they should 
come together tete-u-tete. Minie was scarcely eighteen, 
and so completely a child, that no awkwardness ever 
marked her manner. She had not learned even to suppress 
a feeling or a sentiment. Full of grateful devotion to- 
wards her friends, though she never forgot to evince re- 
spect, she mingled with, and caressed them as a loving 
child, winning the affections of all, almost unconsciously, 
in return. 

At first she was delighted that Frank had joined them 
because she could talk to him, and he could tell her of 
Florence — her own dear Florence ! And then her rambles 
suddenly became more delightful than they had ever 
been ; and next, she felt strangely disinclined for any 
other companion, or, at least, they fell far short in agree- 
ableness to Mr. Howard ; and then, her soHtary walks 
became endowed with a sort of delicious dreamy trance, 
which she had never experienced before ; and still the 
simple girl guessed not, dreamed not, ihe nature of the 
emotion which was engrossing her ; she only knew that 
happy as she had been before, she was infinitely happier 
now ; innocent as she was, she could no more have con- 
cealed the sudden glittering of the- dark blue eye, the 
flushing of the delicate cheek, which greeted Frank when- 
ever he appeared, however often in the day, than she 
could have defined why this should be. Lady Mary, too, 
happy in her own engagement, and finding suflSicient em- 
ployment in being with or thinking of Melford, did not 
notice these little equivocal signs, or if she did, perhaps 
aecrctly enjoyed the idea of her lovely protegee's capti- 
vating one of th(j handsomest and most engaging yoimg 
men of the ri^y. However this might be, she resolved 
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not to breathe one word to awaken Minie to the true state 
of her feelings : it would either create foolish ideas in the 
child's head, or make her restless and unhappy by striving 
to conceal, if she could not conquer, her feelings. No ; 
things should take their own course, and she only hoped 
Frank would finally be caught ; it would be such rare 
diversion to see so reserved a sort of personage, when 
womea were in the question, fairly in love. The other 
members of the family, accustomed to regard Minie af 
quite a child, either did not observe, or thought nothing 
of, her evident pleasure in. his society and conversation. 
So small a share of kindness and notice could delight her, 
taat it was no wonder she foimd pleasure in receiving it 
from him. She was considered too young, too innocent 
for any deeper feeling. 

For Francis himself, he at first supposed it was on ac- 
count of his regard for Florence that he felt so perfectly 
satisfied with the beautiful charge assigned him, that he 
was never weary of listening to Minie's conversation of 
her cherished sister, and many a tale of Florence's 
devotedness in their days of privation and suffering did 
those young lips pour forth with a natural eloquence which' 
reached the inmost heart. He listened enraptured, be- 
lieving it all for Florence's sake ; yet in his solitary hours 
Lt was the sylph-like form, the lovely face, the silver-toned 
voice of Minie which haunted him sleeping or waking, 
not the subject of her tale ; and then he met again the 
beaming eye and flushed cheek, and his heart whispered, 
were not these signs proofs of no indifference on her part ? 
He watched her closely ; he could not define it, but there 
certainly was a slight difference between her manner to 
hira, and that to others. Once he had come upon her 
suddenly, as she was attempting to sketch an old tree 
before the party set off, and her hand so trembled as q lite 
to prevent the completion of her task, and they were 
called to the carriage with it still unfinished. And yet 
she looked so happy. Then, during the anxious period ol 
Florence's illness, though neither Muiie nor Frank knew 
its extent or imagined its cause, it was a common source 
of interest to both, and Minie seemed to look up to him so 
confidingly not only for the first intelligence from the post, 
12 
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but for sympatliy also. And trliereas she was at first sa 
anxious on account of hei sister, that evea her bcloTed 
music lost its batm, it was Howard's peisuasioQ which 
again called ii forth, making that sweet voice once more 
lose itself in the gushing song, as he hung over her en- 
tranced. Was it the illness, of poci Florence, or MinJe'a 
tearful eye and pale cheek, which eo engrossed him ? If 
the first, it was strange that he did not think more of alle- 
viating Florence's malady, than how to soothe and comibrt 
her sister's sorrow on account of it. Strat,ge that he tould 
rest BO easily satisfied of her well-doing under the care of 
Sir Chailes Braehleigh and Lady St. Maar, and linger so 
continually by the side of Minie, using all the eloquence 
of words and manner, and bringing out all the treasures of 
his mind to while her into cheerfiilness again. 

There is no balm so eficctual for the lingering soreness 
ofiejection as the consciousnesB of being beloved by 
another. Men are sometimes accused of marrying in 
pique, and not for love ; yet, perhaps, all such unione are 
not unhappy. The heart cannot rest desolate, and the 
Jaintest sign of interest, of undesignedly revealed affec 
tion, is hailed at such moments as filling up the void 
within, exciting another sympathy, and recalling the self- 
esteem which sinks for the momeut beneath the pang of 
unreturned affection. Now, w 
and passionately love Florence 
but yet he was disappointed, 
and yearned for female symp 
when the thought did cross hL 
indifferent to him, that she co 
love him, the idea was fraught 
absolutely started. Had he s 
he asked himself, angry at hi 
r^ard for her seemed not a i 
love he now felt, he had ne' 
emotions were as distinct as p 
and annoyed at himself; yet 
beauty, so to revel in her th 
echo in his inmost soul, to lo 
thoy glanced up so timidly ye 
to feel that she clung to hini t 
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Bome of their precarious rambles ; all this created such 
new, yet such exquisite sensations, that by the time they 
reached Scotland, he had come to the conclusion that he 
must be in love ; and if ho were, he certainly had never 
been in love before. 

He satisfied himself at length that the diHerence must 
have originated in the fact, that by Minie he was beloved, 
and by Florence he was not. How little did he imagine, 
that the controlled and subdued exterior of the latter was 
but the proof of her love for him ; that all deep omotions, 
with her, were under such powerful restraint, that they 
could not break their bonds. Hers was woman's love, 
deep, still, omnipotent ; Minie*s was the first fresh spring 
of GIRLHOOD, as true, perchance as fond, but spurning 
alike restraint and concealment, because its source was 
hidden from herself. Florence could resign that love, if 
to do so might secure the happiness of its object, better 
than to manifest it ; she could resign it and yet live, 
feeling that 

" The heart may break, yet brokenly live on." 

Minie, had her love been severed from its object, might, 
perhaps, have buried it in her heart awhile ; but then she 
would have drooped and died. 

Still Howard watched well ; still was the idea that ho 
was beloved, too precious, too consoling to be risked for an 
avowal. Perhaps, after all, he was deceived ; and Minie' s 
engaging artlessr<^ss and innocent confidence were only 
fancied love. It was strange that in all these incongruities 
of feeUng, the thought of his father never intruded ; Minie 
was very nearly the same in point of fortune as her sister 
had been when he first knew her, and Lord Glenvylle's 
consent just as unlikely to be gained; yet Frank never 
thought about that, thus confirming Lord St. Maur's belief, 
that had he really loved Florence, he would never have 
been so long quiet on the subject. 
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CHAPTER XLV. 

AN ACCTOENT AlO) ITS EFFECT. 

Fouii» hre months had passed since Lord Edgeneret 
family commenced their tour. Wales, the Lakes, the 
Borders — ^by Scott's immortalizing pen made famous-* 
Melrose, Abbotsford, and Auld Eeekie herself, had all. 
been visited ; and never, certainly, had tourist been more 
alive to the beauties of nature, or more inclined to enjoy 
the delights and love, the disagreeables of travelling, than 
this happy party. An imlooked-for rencontre greatly 
heightened Lady Mary's and Melford*s enjoyment. At 
the house of a friend in Edinburgh, they happened to meet 
the identical Mrs. Major Hardwicke, who, when Flora 
Leslie, had occasioned Florence so much misery. That 
her marriage had been productive of as much happiness 
as is generally found in elopements {i. e., none at aU) was 
not sufficient for Melford. He had resolved that she 
should know that her nefarious plans had all failed in 
their intended effect of estranging Florence from Lady 
St. Maur, and smart under the knowledge. He succeeded 
to his heart's content : although fairly puzzled as to 
whether or not he had identified her with the Flora Leslie 
of whom he spoke, she winced under his words. He had 
commenced the subject so naturally, and led her to listen 
with such professional skill, (be it remembered he was a 
barrister), that there was no retreat, no possibility of 
changing the subject. And both Melford and Lady Mary, 
with pardonable satisfaction, rejoiced in the pain and terror 
lest she should betray her own identity, which the former's 
quiet conversation caused. She never met them again ; 
but Florence was fully avenged ; far more so, indeed, than 
her own forgiving spirit would have either permitted or 
approved. 

The middle of December was to find Lord Edgemere'a 
party at home again, in their fine old baronial mansion, 
ivithin a seven-mile ride of Amersley ; and it was about 
the commencement of November that thp.v -wp^-p com- 
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fertabiy ensconced for a week or ten days in a pictuiesque 
little hotel on the hanks of Loch Lomond, enjoying the full 
beauty of the autumnal tints in the magnificent scenerj 
around them. 

" What has become of Frank this morning ?" inquired 
Lady Mary, entering the luncheon-room one day, followed 
by her faithful cavalier, Alfired Melford, with whom the 
sioming had been passed in a tete-a-tete ramble. 

" Nobody seems to know. Minie, you are generally ac- 
quainted with his movements. What has become of him — 
can you tell ?" 

** Lideed, you make me a person of infinitely more im- 
portance than I am, my dear Lady Mary," she innocently 
repUed, perfectly unconscious that the question was so 
marked ;" I only know he said something last night about 
exploring some rocky fall or other, too dangerous for the 
soberly inclined, and even for me ; and too adventurous for 
you and Mr. Melford, as it needed rather more caution than 
you would just at present be inclined to take," she added, 
with a mischievous smile. 

"He is very impertinent — and so are you. Miss Minie, 
for repeating and enjoying his pertness," replied Lady Mary, 
threateningly holding up her hand. 

" By the way, so he did; I remember it now," exclaimed 
Melford at the same moment. 

"How came you to be so wonderfully oblivious, my 
learned counsellor ?" said Lord Edgemere, laughing. 

" Eyes, ears, and mind, were all so pleasurably employed 
in the present tense, that memory had no space for the 
past, my lord, though it only extended to last night," 
replied the young man, laughing also. " But he ought to 
be at home now, for he promised not to be later than 
two." 

" I only hope his love of adventure will not end in an 
accident. Those brakes and hollows which he resolved to 
explore are ftdl of hidden dangers. If either his horse's or 
his own foot slip, I would not answer for the consequences," 
quietly observed Lord Henry Villiers. 

" Oh, never fear for him," answered Melford, " he haa 
more lives than a cat, or he would have been dead long 
ago. I warned him how dreadfully slippery the heavy 
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rains had mado the imfrequented roads, but be only langhca 
at me." 

" Minie ! have you been out this morning ? You have 
either taken too long a walk, or not been out at all, for you 
are as white as your collar. Mamma, why did you not 
keep her in better order ?'* said Lady Mary, fixing a very 
meaning look on the young girFs face, whose paleness was 
instantly lost in a glowing blush ; and she answered hur- 
riedly, '^ Indeed I have been out. Algernon took me a 
lovely walk, though not as long a one as usual." 

" It might have been much longer," gayly rejoined the 
young Viscount; ''but the keen air from the lake had 
created in me such a giant appetite, that Minie took pity 
on me, and returned sooner than we otherwise should 
have done. Aunt Mary, have the kindness to give me 
some of that fine Scotch dish, name unpronounceable, 
which you have near you. You and Mr. Melford may 
contrive to keep your hunger within bounds ; as I have 
heard, love never thinks of eating. Now I have no such 
pleasant succedaueum, so must e'en look to solids for recre- 
ation. Grandmamma, is there any chance of my dying 
of decline produced from starvation? You were sadly 
afraid for me before we began to travel. What do you say, 
now ?" 

" I thank God my fears are groundless, my dear boy," 
replied Lady Edgemere, with emotion, for the early death 
of her eldest son ever made her tremble for his heir. 

" Why, what in the world has come to William?" con- 
tinued the ooy. springing up from his substantial repast ; 
" look how he is flying down the garden, as if a set of 
hoimds were at his heels. Well, what is it. Will ? Scared 
by all the bogies of the lake ?" he added, laughing, as the 
parlor door burst open, and the person of whom he spoke 
appeared, looking white with terror. 

"My master — my poor master!" were the first words 
intelligible. "They say his horse was seen to leap the 
precipice yonder — dashed to pieces with the fall. Oh ' 
what has become of my dear, dear master ?" 

" He is here you faithful idiot !" replied a well known 
voice, some yards behind him ; and before the exclama- 
lions of horror the sudden start occasioned by William' i 
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terrible information had subsided, Frank . Howard stood io 
the midst of the group, withoat a soil or stain, or any 
visible mark of danger. " Before you frighten all my 
friends another time, my good fellow, be sure that your 
master is dashed to pieces, as well as his horse. Poor 
feUow I that is loss enough for me, but not quite sufficient 
to terrify every one thus. Do not shake so, man, and 
«tare at me, as if you saw my ghost instead of flesh and 
blood. I tell you I am safe and well, even unhurt ; in 
just sufficient danger to bid me thank Grod it was no 
worse. Now go ; there's a good fellow. I . am afrai J 
you have frightened others as much as yourself," he 
added turning away to hide his emotion, as his servant 
oaught his hand and sobbed over it like a child, and then 
hastily retired, trying to beg pardon. The relief was as 
9udden as the shock, and the nerves of the luncheon-party 
had, in consequence, for the most part, recovered their 
equihbrium before Howard had done speaking ; but on 
one amongst them the effect of the shock was rather more 
severe. Minie Leslie had sprung up with a faint sup- 
pressed cry on William's first words, which on the 
sudden sound of his master's voice was followed by what, 
in such a child as herself, appeared most strange and 
incomprehensible. She dropped down where she stood 
so perfectly Ufeless, that she might have been seriously 
hurt had not her head fallen on the ample folds of Lady 
Edgemere's velvet dress. Nor was any member of the 
party aware of the occurrence, so entirely were their 
faculties absorbed in Frank's appearance ; imtil an ex- 
cldination, in which the words, '^ Hinie ! good Heaven — ^ia 
this for me ? my precious Minie !" imheard by the greater 
number, but remembered some hours afler with peculiar 
pleasure by Lady Mary, recalled the attention of aU to 
the fainting girl. 

A scene of confusion of course followed. Disregarding 
all the questions, whether ejaculated or expressed, which 
were poured upon him, Frank bounded from one side of 
the room to the other, and m a second had raised Minie in 
his arms. 

" Bring her into this room, Frank : there is more air ; 
tnd she will recover the sooner out of all this confuFion,'' 
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was Lady Mary's wise direction, leading the way into an 
adjoining apartment which was vacant, and pointing to a 
couch on which he placed his still senseless charge : 
hanging over her, however, as very loath to leave her. 

" Now go, my very good friend ; you have heen the means 
of frightening her to death. Let that satisfy ycu, and do 
not attempt more. I can better restore her to hfe than you 
can.*' 

" I cannot be so unfeeling as to leave her in this state, 
Lady Mary," he exclaimed. 

" Yes you can, very easily. You will have enough tc do 
to answer all the multitudinous questions as to the cause 
of WilHam's incomprehensible fright. Do go, and keep 
all the folks away. This poor child will recover sooner 
when alone with me ; there is a streak of color coming 
into her face already. After all, it may have nothing to 
io with the fright. She was looking very pale before, 
und the room was very close, and the luncheon over 
savoury," she added, looking in Howard's anxious face, 
with the most provoking expression imaginable. But if 
she wished thus to lower his amour fropre^ she most 
certainly did not succeed : however presumptuous the 
idea, that fainting confirmed the long-indulged hope that 
he was beloved ; and the thought was so entrancing that 
he could scarcely restrain himself from folding the sense- 
less Minie closer and closer to him, and being actually 
daring enough to press his lips to her pale cheek. But 
Lady Mary, provoking Lady Mary, was present, and he 
woidd not make himself such a fool ; so after lingering 
till quite satisfied that she really was recovering, he was 
obliged to obey the impatient command, to go, and keep 
every one away, as Minie must be lefl quiet. 

He went, and Lady Mary, carefully closing the door, 
returned, with some peculiarly pleasant feelings, to her 
task of restoring the now quickly reviving animation. 
Afler a few minutes, Minie started up, looking round hex 
bewildered, and then exclaimed — "What has happened, 
Lady Mary ? Who brought nie here ? and why does my 
head feel so light and strange ?" 

" To your first and last question, my dear, one answer 
will Bu£ce. You have been silly enough to fJEunt; and 
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Bucli being the case, it is no very great wonder you should 
feel somewhat light-headed. To your second query, Who 
brought you here ? I answer even that honorable gentle- 
man, Francis Howard, as you were somewhat too heavy, in 
your senseless state, for my arms to support." 

" Mr. Howard I" repeated Minie, her cheek flushing 
crimson ; " faint ! I never did such a thing in my 
Ufe." 

" Very likely not, my dear," replied Lady Mary, laugh- 
ing ; " but there is no reason that you never should. Why 
you did such a silly thing indeed, I cannot tell ; it could 
scarcely have been the fright about Frank, for the othei 
day yo'ji saw a man thrown off his horse and nearly killed, 
and you scarcely even changed color, but sprang out of the 
carriage to give all the help that you could." 

** But, Frank — ^Mr. Howard, I mean — is not — not — 
hurt ? — has not been — " 

" Killed ? No, my dear ; being in very substantial pre- 
servation ; as I told you, he conveyed you here himself. 
That he has lost his horse, dashed over «9me precipice, ia 
all I can understand of the strange tale. Now don't faint 
again for the fate of a horse ; that would be too ridiculous. 
I do not mean to scold you, silly Min ; yeu could not help 
fainting, so you need not cry about it, lik^ a simpleton. 
Come, try and go to sleep. Fainting fits always punish 
those who really have them, by compelling them to silence 
and solitude for some hours.'' 

Minie had sunk back when Lady Mary mentioned the 
fate of the horse, pale as before, the largo tears slowly 
oozing from her closed eyelids, and it was with difficulty 
she restrained a strong shudder, as she pictured what might 
have been the fate of its master. Lady Mary ajSection- 
ately kissed her, told her to be a good child, and she would 
stay by her. 

" But Mr. Melford, Lady Mary, why should I keep you 
from him ?" 

" He must do without me, my dear ; I have honored 
nim all the morning. Unless you like Frank's nursing 
better than mine ; if so, I will go away, and send 
him ?" 

" No, no, pray do not, dearest Lady Mary ; what would 
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he thiiik of me ? what must he think of me now ; and ha 
used to piaise my strong nerves. How could I be so foolish 
as to he BO frightened !" 

** Nerer mind what anybody thinks, my dear, but obey 
jie and lie still. Depend upon it as Frank caused the fright, 
he will not quarrel with your want of nerve." 

Minie did not reappear till dinner, and then pitying her 
csonfusion and shyness, Lady Mary had made it a point of 
entreating that no notice might be taken of her lingering 
paleness. Howard led her in to dinner, placed himself 
beside her, and paid her all sorts of little attentions, so as 
quite to remove the idea that she had sunk in his estimation 
from her unusual weakness. The accident was freely dis* 
cussed, but the feeling eloquence with which Howard alluded 
to his almost miraculous preservation brought the bright 
drops anew into her eyes. However, it was no heaviness of 
spirits which produced them, for before the evening closed 
she was as lively as usual, seated at Lord Edgemere's feet, 
singing song after song in her oixai rich, thrilling voice ; 
thus proving, Lady Mary laughingly declared, that though 
her fainting looked very like it, she was no fine lady aftei 
all ; she had not been languishing and sentimental half 
long enough. 



CHAPTER XLVI. 

A MORNING WALK. — TKUE LOVE. — DIFFICULTIES, 

Francis Howard slept very little that night. Dreams 
of Scotch precipices and dying horses, blue lakes and 
lairy-like nymphs, mingled very incongruously in his 
clumbers, until at last they all gave place to one fair 
image, and one resolute thought which outlived his 
sleeping visions, and so actuated his waking that he 
started from his couch determined to be imdecided no 
LongCT, but in actual words demand if he might be blessed 
dr not ; and an opportunity offered itself so invitingly, 
that it seemed sent by his good angel, on purpose to bring 
him to the point. Lord Edgemere's party were all fond 
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of walking before breakfast ; so that meal generally took 
place at a very late hour : and jiist as Howard had com- 
pleted his toilette — ^rather a longer task than usual, from 
his pacings to and fro in his chamber — ^he saw Minie 
Leslie and Algernon YiUiers bound along the garden, arm 
in arm. 

" Now, then," he thought. " But what can I do with 
Algernon ?" followed instantly. "Oh * my fowling-piece ; 
he will be off to try its metal directly he sees it ;" and he 
Bet forth gun in hand. The young Viscount hailed him 
with a shout of delight. 

" "What ! going to shoot so early, Mr. Howard ? Oh ! do 
let me have one shot before you go." 

" And destroy Miss Leslie's recovered nerves on the in- 
stant ? No, my good fellow, if you want my gun, leave mo 
the care of your fair companion ; that is, if she will accept 
the exchange." 

" Oh ! you will take much better care of her. Now I 
have smelt gunpowder ; you had better let me go." 

" You may shoot here if you like ; I am not at all afraid," 
she answered, laughing. " I am not so silly as to be fright- 
ened at a gun." 

" No, no ! I will not hear of it ;" hastily interposed 
Frank, keeping firm hold of his gun. " An accident may 
happen in a moment. Promise me to find William, and tell 
him to go with you, and you shall have the grm, but not 
otherwise." 

" I promise faithfully, most inexorable mentor. Why, 
grandmamma herself could not take mor6 care of me. I 
am off*; a pleasant walk to you both," and he bounded 
away. 

Howard watched till hjs servant joined him, then satis- 
fied as to his safety, " A pretty cavaHer, so to desert his lady 
fair," he began, as he put her arm 'in his, according to cus- 
tom, and they turned in the direction of the* lake. " Does 
he deserve mercy ? He ought to be expunged from the list 
of all good knights and true." 

" Nay, Mr. Howard, you ought not to be so severe upon 
him ; for were not you the tempter ?". she replied, archly. 

" Lideed I was, aud more so than you imagine. I turned 
tempter on purpose to get rid of him, and become sole 
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guardian of your ramble. My egregious foUy yesterday lost 
me the pleasure of your society almost all day : so I deter* 
mined to make up for it this morning. Will you forgive my 
sending off Algernon ? and can you trust me with you? 
safety for an hour or so — t&te^-tete ?" 

*' I will do both, very willingly," she answered, with 
perfect artlessness. "For the one needs no forgiveness 
at all ; and for the other, you have always been so very 
careful of my safety, I cannot think why I should not trust 
you now." 

" But will you do more, Minie? I cannot call you Misa 
Leslie, for the life of me." 

" And why should you, Mr. Howard ? You never have : 
and, indeed, I am not Miss Leslie. I do not like to be so 
titled ; it sounds so formal, or else as if you were displeased 
with me." 

" Displeased !" exclaimed Frank, with most extra- 
ordinary impetuosity ; " who could ever be displeased with 
you ?" 

" Not many have been, Mr. Howard ; for I was always 
the petted child of my own family. But those who so 
loved and cared for me are all gone but one, and I must 
not expect to go through life so fondly cared for now." 
The bright smile vanished, and her beautiful eyes swelled 
with large tears. She bent down her head, but the sudden 
quivering of her voice betrayed them, and Frank found it 
impossible to resist pressing the hand which rested on 
his arm closer to him. A very brief interval, and she 
looked up with a smile radiant as before. ** But it seems 
as if I were alwa^ys to be spoilt and fondled ; for my friends 
are still so kind. Lady Mary, and Lord and Lady Edge- 
mere, and even you, Mr. Howard, do all you can to make 
me, oh, so happy!" 

"I, Minie! would to heaven that I could make you 
happy, happier than any person else !" She looked at 
him, actually startled at his violence, and met in return a 
glance which^ though she could not understand it, made 
her withdraw hers on the instant, and blush deeply. 
" But why not caU me Frank, if I may call you Minie ?" 
he said, striving to make his heart beat less quickly, foi 
the nearer he approached the words he most desired to 
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say, the more diiEculty there seemed in saying them. " I 
dislike formality as much as you do." 

** Oh, but it is so different ; I am simple Minie Leslie to 
every one, but I could not call Lady Mary * Mary,' or Mr. 
Melford * Alfred ;* and I have known you less time than 
either, and I suppose that is the reason why I feel as if 1 
could never call you Frank." 

But timidly as it was pronounced, the name had nevei 
sounded so tJirillingly sweet in Howard's ears as at that 
moment. 

" Never ! nay, nay, you shall not say so, Minie ; indeed 
you must call me Frank, and very often. But I frighten 
you with my violence. You are still weak from yesterday's 
alarm, unhappy as I was to cause it." 

" Lideed, I am not, Mr. Howard. You must not let me 
lose my character for courage because I was so foolish. T 
do not know how it was, but I could not help it." 

" And I would not have had it otherwise for the universe, 
if — if I may hope from it what would make me the happiest 
man alive. Minie, dearest Minie, I wanted to tell you a 
long tale, to beseech you to listen, to bear with me, but I 
can only ask you one thing now. You said just now that I 
too made you happy ; teU me, I implore you, can you will 
you trust me always to make you happy ? Will you le^ me 
be to you all you have lost, and let me love, cherisli, bless 
you, even more than they did ? dearest, will you, can you 
love me ?" 

It was no fancy now, for Minie did tremble &o violently 
that Howard was compelled to put his arm round her, or 
she must have fallen ; but never did a more genuine look 
of bewilderment, struggling with happiness, meet his earnest 
gaze than hers at that moment. 

" Me ! you can not mean it. Oh ! no, no !" were the 
only words he heard; and though her face had been 
covered with her hands directly after that one bewildered 
gaze, either the power or the will failed her to break from 
his support. 

" Mean it ? indeed, indeed I do ! I would not, I dared 
not play with such a heart as yours. My own Minie ! 
listen to me, for you shall know the truth, even though it 
lose me the happiness I crave. I joined Lord Edgemere'i 
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party, wounded, depressed, miserable. I had tliought i 
loved, and that the object of my fancied lore was not 
indifierent to me ; I had associated with her so long on 
terms of friendly intimacy, felt for her such strong regard* 
that when I saw her in distress I fancied that regard 
stronger than it was, dwelt upon it, encouraged it, thought 
upon it, the more perhaps because her manner became 
colder as mine warmed. I proposed, and was rejected ; 
feelingly, kindly, most kindly, but so decidedly that I 
believed the heart I then wished to gain had been already 
given to another ; and the delusion thus broken convinced 
me I had been deceived, not in her, but in myself: How 
completely deceived I knew not till I associated in all the 
happiness of a home with you ; and I felt I had never 
known love till then, that it was but a brother's love, 
heightened by imagination, which I had felt before. Yet 
1 let weeks, months pass, to be sure of myself, to feel that 
I could offer you a heart so entirely your own that it con- 
tained not even a memory to alloy its truth. I sought yoi- 
first, because it seemed a sad pleasure to speak of Florence ; 
then gradually I felt it was your voice, your smile, your 
gentleness which bound me to your side— that you were 
rapidly filling up the void which the fancy that I was 
never to be beloved had opened in my heart — ^you were 
spreading such joy around my path, and in my soul, that 
I felt, could I but win your love, I should never feel des- 
pondency or loneliness again. Minie, dearest Minie, will 
you return this love, the first in truth, though it appears 
the second ? "Will you trust, believe that no passion 
lingers for other than your gentle self? Can you trust 
your happiness with me, and believe me, that dear as it hat 
been to father, mother, brother, all who have loved you, iP 
will be more precious still to me V* 

He had spoken rapidly, and with strong emotion ; but 
liis arm was still encircling Minie, and she had not re 
moved it. There were large tears coursing down her cheek 
but her eyes had been gradually raised to his, first in won- 
derment, and then in such artless confidence that he scarcely 
!needed words. 

** And can you, who have once loved Florence, sought 
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Florence for your own, in every truth, so Icve me V she 
asked, so pleadingly, so simply, that her lover was irre- 
sistibly compelled to press his lips to hers ; and frightened 
as she was at the action, the fear only made her micon- 
sciously cling closer to him. "Oh! Mr. Howard, how 
can I be to you what she would have been — the com- 
panion, the friend, all that your wife should be ? Simple 
as I am, child as they tell me I still am, how is it, how cap 
it be possible you should love me ?" 

"Minie, you are no child Truth, guilelessness, sweet- 
ness ; you have all these, all that makes your sex worthy 
of love, and fitted to retain it. If I were to leave you for 
years, and go mingle with hundreds of fashion's daughters, 
I should turn to you still for all that would make me 
happy, all that would make my home. Dearest, loveliest ; 
you are lonely only in your own artless mind, simple only 
in your too humble opinion of yourself; child-like, aye, 
in all that can make childhood lovely, and rivet love so 
strongly that not even death could tear it from me. The 
proudest noble in the land might envy me your love, if 
indeed, indeed, I may hope that I plead not in vain. You 
will accept a heart, though it was once proffered to another 
— ^you will love me ? Speak, dearest ; but one little word 
— ^you will, you do love me !" 

She could not speak, that word, little as it was ; but she 
lifted up her sweet face, fixed its clear, truthful orbs for 
one brief minute fully upon his, and that lovely head was 
bent down, and the rich mantling blushes hidden on his 
bosom. 

" I am satisfied I Bless you my own beloved," whis- 
|.t3red the enraptured Howard ; and then he added, " And 
you can trust me, Minie ? you will trust, me that I have 
loved, and do love but you?" 

" That you do love but me. Yes ; or you would not 
thus speak," she answered, unhesitatingly. "That you 
have never loved before — ^I know not how you could have 
associated intimately with Florence, and yet not love her. 
But even if you had, with her rejection caused you to con- 
quer that affection, do you, can you think, because you had 
once loved her, I — I could — ^I must love you less ? Oh 
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Mr. Howard, you do not know how I love and revereiuxi 
my sister, or you would not think thus. "Would — ^would 
that I were as worthy to be your wife as she is !" 

" And will she not teU me that you are, sweet one ?" 
replied her lover ; " that there never was or will be one 
more deserving of love than Minie ; I have heard her say 
it often, though neither she nor I knew what that loved 
being would become to me. But you have twice called 
me Mr. Howard, dearest. "Will you not say Frank now ?" 

" indeed, indeed, I do not know that I can even now,'* 
she said playfully. " But I will try to feel that you have 
been, and still will be Frank to me," she added, after a 
brief pause, and with an artless timidity, perfectly irre- 
sistible to her betrothed, who in this interview certainly 
proved that Lord St. Maur knew him better than he did 
himself; for not a thought, not a shadow found entrance 
to dim that one sweet hour of love first told. A character 
peculiarly ahve to domestic ties, to be clung to, to feel 
that one being in the whole world was dependent upon 
him ; it was no common bhss to find all these in one, 
truthful, innocent, and lovely, as Minie LesHe ; and 
Howard was fairly carried out of himself. Do not blame 
him, reader ; Lord St. Maur was right — ^he had never 
loved before. 

Great was the astonishment of both Frank and Minie, 
when at length remembering they had not breakfasted, they 
returned to the house, and found the breakfast parlor de- 
serted by all but Lady Mary and Alfred Melford, who had 
waited for the loiterem. Much amusement their conscious 
confusion of course elicited, but Frank cleverly contrived 
to turn the stream of ridicule upon himself so as to per- 
mit Minie to eat what break&st she could in compantive 
comfort ; the laughing hght in her deep blue eyes, the 
varying flushes on her cheek., betraying a tale of happiness, 
however, which no satire could alloy. She retreated to hei 
own room afler breakfast, 9-nd there Lady Mary followed 
her. 

" You will never do for a Gne lady, Minie,** she said on 
entering. " Here have you been up early, and have taken 
a walk, fasting, long enough to tire an elephant. You 
naughty child ; jokes apart, you ought to have had mor« 
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care of yourself after your illness yesterday ; and, in serioug 
earnest, as you have been intrusted to my care, I must ask 
you where you have been ?" 

" In serious earnest, dear Lady Mary, I can read in your 
eyes, kind though they look, that you think I have forgotten 
propriety in remaining out so long, and indeed, indeed, it 
would have been very wrong if I had known how Vng it 
was, 11- — ^but why speak so now," she added, breaking off 
abruptly, and throwing herself into her friend's arms. " Oh, 
Lady Mary, I am so happy, so very, very happy, and it ia 
all owing to you ; for had I not been with you, I should 
never have known him, and he would never have known 
me. Oh, tell me it is no dream !'* 

An^ Lady Mary, truly and thoroughly delighted, did 
assure her that it was not only very possible, but perfectly 
true ; that she had seen it a very long time ; and 
that nothing in the world could please her more 
than that he should have come to the point, and that 
Minie was happy. Time flew in such discussion, and 
Lady Mary only left her to the delightful task of writing 
to Florence. Florence ! could it be possible, she who 
had associated so lon^ and intimately with Howard, 
had received his attentions, even the oder of his hand, 
and yet rejected him ? Minie could not understand it. 
Had the sisters been together during the time of 
Howard's delusion, Florence could scarcely have con- 
cealed from Minie that her faney, if not her feelings, had 
been captivated ; but in the brief intervals that Florence 
was at home, his name was seldom more than casually 
mentioned. The more Minie thought on this subject, the 
more puzzled she became, until the mystery seemed 
solved by the recollections of Frank's fancy that Flo- 
rence loved another. Whom she could have loved 
in preference to Howard, Minie could not imagine ; her 
only wish was, that her sister could be as happy as 
herself, and she poured forth her whole heart in glowing 
words 

Howard, meanwhile, had made his engagement known 
to Lord Edgemere and his family, receiving their 
wannest congratulations in return. The Earl alone 
looked grave : " You have acted with your usual honor 
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Frank," he &iid ; " but one person you seem to have for- 
gotten — ^your father." 

The young man started. He had forgotten, if nol 
quite the existence of his father, certainly his peculiar 
prejudices. 

"He surely can not, will -not, condemn his only son to 
misery for paltry gold !" he exclaimed. " He has been 
kind in his own way to me. Surely he will not deny me 
this, when I shall one day have thousands ; and my p/es- 
ent allowance would, with a very little increase, sapport 
us both." 

" Not quite in the style which is due to your wife, 
Frank ; though it might perhaps more than satisfy yourself 
and Minie. Remember, you are still very young ; little 
more than two-and-twenty, I beUeve. Bo not make your 
engagement public till you have spoken with your father." 

•* And depend upon his caprice for my happiness, and 
that of Minie, which is infinitely dearei ! Lord Edgemere, 
how can I do this ?" 

" "What do you mean to do, my young friend ? Marry 
without even the compliment of telling him ydur intentions ?* 

" No, no ; of course not ; but if I ask consent, I must 
abide by the decision." 

" Which you fear will be against your wishes, by your 
hesitation to ask. Depend upon it, Frank, Minie LesHe 
has too fine a spirit, gentle as she seems, to wed you, 
if she is to be any cause of contention between you and 
your only parent. I wish you happy from my very heart, 
but I fear you have at present some difficulties in the way 
of being so. I tell you honestly, had I even thought of 
your joining us, Minie, sweet girl as she is, should not 
have freei of our party. I love her too well to expose her 
wilfdly to danger ; but when you came, I could not send 
her away, or bid you decamp, though I have been in nc 
little anxiety ever since." 

" Never mind it, my dear lord," replied Howard, stop- 
ping his hasty walk across the room to face his friend, and 
laugh heartily at the perplexity marked in the Earl's 
features. " I am not a man to be daimted with difficulties 
and such as these I will overcome. There is a boundary 
to filial duty as well as to parental author ty ; and when 
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the only objection to Minie Leslie is, that she has no por- 
tion, I. will not let that come between us and our happiness. 
My father has surely not lost all sense of honor, of feeling, 
and of generosity ; he will not be deaf to my appeal, and 
we shall be happy after all. So, for Heaven's sake, my 
lord, banish that grave face ; it does not accord with my 
light heart at all." 

" I hope you may be happy, Frank ; but I wish you had 
been charmed with the heiress, Florence, instead of her 
portionless though lovely sister," answered the Earl, half 
laughing, in spite of himself; for Frank's gayety was in- 
fectious. 

" For shame, my lord ; you have grown money-loving 
and calculating as a worldling : I will disown your friend- 
ship," he rejoined, adding, as the Earl left the room, 
" Florence ! no ; I could never, neVer have loved Flo- 
rence, that is quite clear. Now, had she accepted me, I 
might have found it out too late, and been either an un- 
happy, or, by drawing back, a dishonored man. I wish 
she were my sister ; and she shall be, and then I may love 
and reverence her still. Engagement secret ! Perhaps he 
is right — to all but Lord and Lady St. Maur ; for the first 
is Minie's guardian, and the latter will think me a — a 
capricious fool, not knowing my own mind, so the soonei 
she knows it the better." 



■» » » 



CHAPTER XLVn. 

ALL FOR THE BEST, AS THE END WILL PROVE. 

" Well, Ida, what say you now ? Penetrative as you 
are, I have the triumph in this instance," said Lord St 
Maur, two or three days- after the event of our last chapter, 
and holding up a letter triumphantly before her. " I seni 
Frank's letter to you, that I might not witness your defeat.' 

" And yet you cannot restrain your triumph, Edmund ' 
a novel mode of sparing my feelings. However I am too 
provoked and disappointed to resent it. If I had but 
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Frank near us, what a lecture would I give him for hiff 
caprice and inconstancy I He writes as if he knew it too, 
yet ventures to excuse himself." 

" I wonder be did that, for men in love seldom think of 
excusing themselves. After all, you are very severe, to 
charge him with caprice. What could the poor fellow do, 
rejected as he was so decidedly ?" 

" He ought to have seen there was something more in 
Florence than she revealed." 

" And so he did, for he conquered his feelings at first, 
under the impression that Florence rejected him because 
she loved another." 

" Impossible." 

" Yet perfectly true. Reaa vv^hat he says," and he gave 
her his own letter. 

She read it, then said sorrowfully, " My poor, poor Flo- 
rence, would there had been the same delusion on your 
part as on his. Yet, if she had accepted him, I wonder if 
this would have been." 

" Rather a difficult question. I imagine not ; for I be- 
lieve it is the consciousness of being loved which has so 
worked on Frank ; and had he known that this was also 
the case with Florence, his delusion might have continued, 
till it became too truly love to waver or to change. Yet, 
perhaps, of the two, Minie is more suited to him." 

" Do not say so, Edmund ; I wiU not hear it. She is a 
fascinating creature, doubtless, but has not the high char- 
acter of Florence." 

. " And that is the very reason. Were Howard five o\ 
six years older, Florence would be better suited for his 
wife ; but, as it is, I still say he reverences more than he 
loves her. Sorrow and heavy cares have made her older 
than her years. Howard's peculiar disposition will be hap- 
pier with a wife full of life, animation, and child-like sim- 
plicity, like Minie, than with her sister's higher tone of 
character. Minie's influence will remove the precocious 
gravity, which his uncomfortable home has engendered, 
and make him some years younger." 

" And would not Florence ?" 

'* Hardly. Have you seen Florence since nost-time ? 
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She has letters, and of course one from Minie : how will she 
bear it?" 

** Nobly. I do believe that the idea of his happiiiesa 
will, after a brief period of bitterness, enable her to meet 
it calmly ; she is so persuaded now that it was right to act 
as she did, that I trust and pray that her unselfish devoted- 
ness will bear her up, and be its own reward. I confess 
I shrink from seeing her ; I dread the anguish of that palp 
(ace infinitely more than words." 

The Countess was spared the interview. On approach- 
ing her friend's room she encountered Ferrers, with a 
packet in her hand ; it consisted of two letters, the en 
velope containing a few tremulous, scarcely legible lines, 
from Florence. 



" You are no doubt aware of the contents of thebc 
letters, my dear friend," she wrote ; " but if you tire not — 
and indeed at all events, read them, and give me permission 
to spend this one day alone. I can see no one, not even you ; 
^or kindness and sympathy would utterly unnerve me for 
the task before me. Do not fear for me : I have prayed 
for this, that he might be happy ; that I might have the 
power of furthering that happiness ; and both are granted 
me. Ought I not to be content ? I will be with you as 
usual to-morrow. Pray for me. 

Florence." 



Lad) St. Maur dia grant her request ; for though hei 
heart yearned towards her, she felt it was wiser as she 
had herself decided. She opened the letters sent for her 
perusal. Frank's was eloquent and manly; he alluded 
slightly to his feehngs on quitting her, then to those which 
had led to his choosing the society of Minie ; the gradual 
effect of that exquisite beauty, both of face and character, 
which Florence had so often described, upon his heart, 
yearning as it was to be beloved ; and how, when he found 
that he was in truth the object of that young heart's 
first preference, he had felt that with her he might bo 
happy. 

" You refused me that which I craved," he continued ; 
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•* that "wliich, had it been gi anted, hallowed by your love. 
must have made me happy even as I am now, refused it sc 
decidedly that I might not even hope ; for I felt, suffering 
as it was then so to feel, that the heart I sought was the 
property of another. Florence ! I appeal to you now for 
the gentle being who possesses all your traits of excellence 
in addition to her own ; and, joy of all joys, she loves me * 
Qrive me the happiness of calling you my sister ; for as 
such, like my own Minie, I shall reverence and love you 
Grant me the gill of your sweet sister, the blessing of youl 
sympathy, and would, oh would to heaven, that our united 
love could give you the happiness which you will bestow 
on us." 

Had Florence rejected Howard simply because she did 
not love him, this letter would only have excited pleasur- 
able sensations. Frank wrote solely because his regard 
for Florence was such that he felt it would increase his 
happiness to receive it so far from her hand. He had 
never suspected even for a single minute, that there ex- 
isted any other cause for his rejection than that her affec- 
tions were pre-engaged ; and he feared, from her manner, 
unhappily. Florence read this belief, in the whole tone 
and spirit of his letter ; and the poor girl blessed God for 
his delusion. 

From that day's agony we shall not attempt to Hft the 
veil. No doubt there will be many who will think that 
Florence had no need to make the sacrifice, and therefore 
deserved all she suffered ; but to those who have no behef 
in the sacred nature of those impidses that the voice of 
God sometimes speaJcs within us, we do not write. Minie's 
letter was indeed the very embodying of joy ; had it alluded 
but to her own feelings, Florence might have read it calm 
ly ; bu^ there were passages such as these — 

" And this noble being had not the power to rivet your 
affections, dearest Florence, though he sought them ; and 
I feel, as if with your higher, nobler, qualities, you would 
you must have suited him better than your simple sister 
yet he loves me, I kTWw he does, all undeserving as I am 
He tells me my affection soothed the pain which youx re- 
jection caused, and that I can make his happiness. Oh, 
what unutterable joy ! How could you have associated 
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with him bo long, so intimately, and yet not love him ? It 
can only be that, from your manner he fancies that you love 
another. Oh, if it should be so — and, unhappily, my own 
darling sister, my very joy seems to reproach me — how 
can I be happy when you are in sorrow ? And yet, yet 
there is a glowing light around me, a strange elasticity 
upon me, which I cannot define. I can only know, only 
feel, that this is deeper, dearer bliss than I have ever 
felt before !" 

Could such passages be read unmoved ? She looked 
back on her interview with Howard, and wondered how it 
had been — how she could possibly so have spoken, so 
appeared as completely to delude. It seemed as if some 
fate or destiay (why should we use such words?) some 
divine power had been at work aroimd them all, making 
circumstances as they then were. To her, all the period, 
from her discovery of the secret papers to her illness, was 
a blank, peopled only by undefined spectres of embodied 
pain. What she had said to Howard was so completely 
obliterated that not even a word would return. Had he 
really even loved her, * or was it all a dream ? But why 
should she feel bitterness ? Could she regret aught 
which could assure his happiness, even at the cost of 
deeper suffering to herself? No ! and in those hours of 
agonized struggle, she thought of things which the ex- 
cited Howard had forgotten, and before that day closed, 
the high-minded woman had resolved on a plan which 
would remove all those objections to their union, that she 
too truly anticipated from Lord Glenvy lie's character mvst 
arise. 

Florence appeared in the parlor, and ofiiciated at the 
breakfast-table as usual the next morning, though her 
whole countenance bore such vivid traces of suffering 
that Sir !Fonald Elliott could do nothing but gaze and 
commiserate imagining it a return of the bodily ailing to 
which his cousin had told him she was then subject. She 
joined in the general conversation, and smiled away all 
Sir Ronadd's fears and regrets, and seemed resolved, by 
neither word, sign, nor look, to betray what she had 
endured. Of the two. Lady St. Maur was much more 
silent than Florence ; she regarded her with astonishment 
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60 mingled with yeneratioii, that she could not speak on 
indiilerent subjects; she recalled the lively, happy being 
of St. John's, whose very nature appeared as if it must be 
crushed by the first heavy blow, that her spirits were too 
elastic to endure^ and that the blow would sfnap, not bend. 
Yet what had she become ? To give her sympathy words 
were impossible ; but when alone with Florence, she 
could not resist clasping those cold hands in both hers, 
and pressing a long, long kiss upon that colorless cheek, 
whispering in intense emotion, "My noble Florence, God 
in mercy give you peace ; you have my prayers." And 
Florence's aching head sank for a brief interval on her 
bosom, as if to thank her for that blessed meed of sorrow^, — 
silent sympathy ; but composure soon returned. 

Two or three days afterwards, Florence mentioned that 
her estate of "Woodlands being now vacant, she should 
like to visit it, and see if it could be made a desirable 
residence : as she wished her sister to have a home suited 
to her future prospects. Her consent and sympathy had, 
of course, been written to Minie, including a message to 
Howard ; for write to him she could not. 

Lady St. Maur thought the exertion too much for her, 
but yielded at length to Florence's assurance that exer- 
tion was much more Hkely to do her good than harm. 
She hoped not to be absent more than a month or six 
weeks at farthest. Ferrers received orders for the ne- 
cessary preparations, and within the week Lord St. Manx 
himself accompanied her to her estate. He was just the 
kind but unobtrusive friend she needed ; feeling deeply 
for her, yet never in any jarring manner proving that he 
did so. He gave her the advantage of his advice and 
taste, and when he left her, which he did after ten days' 
sojourn, assured his wife she need feel no uneasiness for 
Florence ; he was certain that her spirit would carry her 
through it all. 

" Till Minie and Frank are happy," was the reply , 
" and then Grod in his infinite mercy alone can save hei 
from sinking to the grave. She is under excitement now ; 
wait til] that is over ere we can pronounce upon hei 
•trength." 

Lady St. Maur was right; Florence was imder oxcita 
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meDt ; she heiself knew not how powerfully. She knew 
her individual lot was, and must be for soine time, that of 
Buffering ; and, therefore, steadfastly turning from all weak- 
ening reflection, gave up her whole being to the hope and 
endeavor to secure the happiness of those she loved. 
She entered lato the minutest particular of furnishing, 
arranging, and housekeeping, which needed to begin &om 
the very beginning. She interested herself in all those 
little tkifig$ which some women, during her h^avy trial, 
would have shrunk from, as heightening beyond aU en- 
duranoe the one absorbing agony, by pricks as of pins and 
thorns. 

Neither Watson nor Feyrers, nor the old housekeeper cf 
Woodlands, ever spoke of their young lady but with praise 
and admiration. Ferrers indeed, from the fact of her 
sudden illness^ and the words which escaped from its 
delirium, might have suspected ther^ .was more to cause 
ner delicate health than met the eye ; but she was not ont 
to speak her ^ surmises : and when a sweetly-toned voice 
and gentle smile ever marked the smallest intercourse 
with her domestics ; when she suggested, or thankfully 
accepted suggestion, for improvements both in the house 
and grounds, and so cheerfully entered into every minute 
detail, how could even more . penetrating persons than old 
Watson and Mrs. Bulling imagine more than they saw ? 
Ill in health, how could diat be, when she could make any 
exertion if it were needed, and endure sucb fatigue ? 
Pale she was indeed .; her very lips wejre .seon to. lose their 
ruby tint, and her dark eyes to grow strangely dim ; but 
the . Hampshire air would bring back the bonny rose, and 
they must look out for some one, a right noble gentleman, 
for her to wed ; and then: her smiles would not sink upon 
the hearty as they sometimes did, making them feel sad, 
they knew not why, but be glad and cheerful as her voice. 
So, oflen gossiped those who delighted in calHng Miss 
Leslie mistress ; and when Sir ilonald Elliott made his 
appearance at Woodlands, laden, he declared, with com- 
missions from the Coimtess— else he had not dared intrude 
on Miss Leslie's privacy — ^they fixed upon him at once as 
the cavalier they wanted. 

That the ga^ant young sailor should make himsel/ 
13 
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firiends amongst all the tenantry at Woodlands was not 
very wondei^, as Briti&h sailorB are generally greeted 
with joy wherever they come ; but that he should choose 
to quit Amersley in such a dull, damp, uninviting season 
as November, and make a pilgrimage to Woodlands, for 
literally nothing but his own pleasure, would have been 
much more extraordinary to Florence, had not her mind 
been too pre-occupied to think about it. That her pale 
face, from which she imagined every trace of any previous 
attraction must have departed, joined as it was to a manner 
so spiritless, a form go faded, could have any fascination 
for one so buoyant, so hfe-loving as the young Captain, 
was a circumstance in itself so wholly improbable, as 
never for one moment to have entered her thoughts. Yet 
that face and form had haunted Sir Ronald from the first 
evening he had seen her ; he saw — ^nay. Lady St. Maur 
had told him — ^that she was in deep affliction ; and he felt 
an interest rising towards her in a most incomprehensible 
manner, and became restless and weary. To the amuse- 
ment of his relatives, he declared he would take a run 
down to Old London, and call at Woodlands, in case he 
could do any thing for Miss Leslie, in his way. Take 
Woodlands in his way ? He might know his road across 
the Atlantic, Lady St. Maur told him, but certainly not 
over England, if he talked of going through Hampshire 
in the straight road from Warwick to London. He did 
not care, go he would ; Miss Leslie must be sick of hnr 
loneliness, and he would go and cheer her, and bring her 
back, vowing that Constance, though she had a governess 
all ta herself, was unbearable without the infiuence of 
Florence. 

" Bring her back if you can ; I give you free permission : 
but whether your company, most gallant Captain, will 
cheer her loneliness, or whether it would be quite proper 
that it should, I will not pretend to say. However, if you 
bring her back, you are quite welcome to go," was Lady 
St. Maur's parting address, and Sir Extnald forthvidth 
went. 

Florence was not quite ready to return to Amersley, 
and Sir Honald declared he would go to Portsmouth mean- 
while ; but, somehow or other, there were several things foi 
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which. Floience was waiting, and which ought long before 
to haye arrived from London, and Florence's movementfl 
were retarded by their non-arrival ; so to London the 
Captain went, and by his sailor-like bustle and activity, 
all that was needed came down to Hampshire in a marvel' 
Lously short space of time ; and, this accomplished, he 
hovered about the neighborhood of Woodlands, his vicinity 
perfectly unknown to Florence, and, just before Christmas, 
escorted her back to Amersley, with the most brother-like 
cordiality imaginable. 



-♦-•-♦■ 



CHAPTER XLVm. 

THE HOUR OF TRIAL. 

Lord Edoemere's family, including Frank Howard and 
Minie Leslie, had arrived in Warwickshire before Florence 
returned, and Lady St. Maur had driven over to see them. 
Nothing as yet had alloyed the happiness of Minie, for 
Frank had found it impossible to impart to her his fears 
regarding his father. Florence had heard repeatedly from 
her sister, and answered her letters while at Woodlands. 
She had nerved her mind to read, those letters, radiant 
as they were with love and joy, again and yet again, till 
the bitter pangs which they caused were so entirely con- 
quered that she could peruse them from beginning to end 
without any visible emotion. She compelled herself to 
think of meeting them, of looking once more on Howard, 
and as the betrothed husband of another ; she thought of 
it till every feeling of her own was conquered, and she 
believed herself nerved to meet them so calmly, so col- 
lectedly, that not a change of color or quivering of voice 
should be betrayed. But suspense, or rather the anticipa 
tion of trial, was intolerable, and she therefore wisely re 
solved to meet it at once. 

" Florence, you know not what you undertake ; be 
advised, there can be no' need for it so soon," urged Lady 
St. Maur ; but Florence's determination was not to be 
shaken. 
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" "Wo must meet," slie answered, sadly, yet &zmly ,• 
" why should I defer it ? Am I so weak that I cannot see 
the fulfillment of my earnest prayers without evincing emo 
tion ? No, let me try my strength, and then I can bettei 
judge myself, and know how to proceed." 

And accordingly, as soon as the weather permitted, they 
went to Beech Vale. Florence was received with the warm 
est cordiality hy all the family ; the change which they 
supposed her severe illness had occasioned was sincerely re- 
gretted, and warm congratulations on her own legacy and 
her sister's Jiappy prospects followed. 

" Minie and Frank are in the east room ; pray make no 
compliments, dear Florence, but join them when you like. 
Minie is all impatience to see you, and wondered what you 
could find to detain you so long at Woodlands, in this miser- 
able season," Lady Mary said, after some little time elapsed 
in ordinary conversation. " Frank only returned from Lon- 
don last night ; I have seen him but a few minutes this 
morning, and I fear that all is not as right as it should be— 
liis face was somewhat overshadowed." 

It was well she said this ; for now the hour of trial had 
come, Florence had felt for the moment as if she could not 
meet it ; but recalled by Lady Mary's unconscious intimation 
of what she herself had long anticipated, her strength of 
mind and purpose triumphed, and with unfalteri/ig steps 
she quitted the apartment. 

In the east room, as directed, she found them, but the 
voice, not of joy, but of sorrow, met her ear ; and so en- 
grossed were those she sought in their own thoughts, that 
she stood for some time unobserved. Frank was pacing 
the chamber with most uneven steps, his cheek highly 
colored and his eye flashing. Minie' s arms were resting 
on the table, her head laid upon them, in an attitude of 
complete despondency, while her whole frame shook with 
«obs. Her beautiful hair hanging loosely over her, con- 
cealed her face from her sister ; but Florence knew that 
gentle nature too well to need further proof of sufiering 
than what she beheld. 

" Cruel, unjust, capricious !" were the first words she 
heard, in Frank's most agitated voice. " With his hoards 
of untouched gold, why should he want more ? Why i» 
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my happiness to be blighted simply because an imjust 
parent refuses his consent to my wedding a portionless 
bride ? Minie, come what will, you must, you shall be 
mine ! With or without his consent, I will claim the prom- 
ise you have made me. Are we to suppress our united 
happiness for no cause ? for this refusal assigns none. My 
father has no light to gall me thus ! I will not bear it. 
\¥hat can money or title give me more than I possess 
already ? I seek happiness and lovo, not ambition. Minie, 
my own sweet love ! do not weep thus ; we shall be happy 
in each other yet." 

'* No, Frank, no I" replied Minie, pu3hing back her 
long hair, which was wet with tears, and looking up ?n 
his face, as he bent over her and clasped his arms around 
her. " No, precious as your love is, I will not come 
between you and your parent. If he cannot receive me 
as his daughter, if he thinks reverence and love — ^for I 
would give him both — are nothing worth, compared to 
gold, how can I, how dare I burden you with me ? No, 
no ! I love you too well to expose you to your father's 
wrath. We must wait ; perhaps — " but her sweet voice 
faltered as she spoke — ^**he will relent afler a time, and 
then—" 

" Relent I" muttered Frank, even while he passionately 
kissed the upturned brow, as if to thank her for the half- 
whispered hope ; " I never knew him relent when once he 
had so spoken. Why did I not marry the heiress, for- 
sooth ? he asked me ; as if his son had power to woo and 
wed whomsoever he pleased. Florence!" he abruptly 
exclaimed, as, lifting his head at the moment, he met her - 
meek and gentle gaze ; '* good God, how changed ! how 
ill you must have been !** 

" But I am well now, Mr. Howard, perfectly well ^ 
therefore pray do not judge me by my looks," she replied, 
meeting his glance with one as ready, if not more free 
from agitation than his own ; and then she bent down to 
imprint repeated kisses on the cheek of her sister, who, at 
Frank's first exclamation, had sprung into her arms. 
*' Minie, darling, I did not expect a greeting of tears, 
rome, smile. We have not met for a long time, and I 
nave been ill, and you have been happy ; ought you not 
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to welcome me like your own sweet self? What is thii 
weighty grief? Mr. Howard, treat me as the sister you 
have called me, and tell me the particulars of what I so 
imperfectly heard. Lord Glenvylle objects to my sister as 
your bride because she has no portion; is that it? An 
evil easily remedied, since, thanks to Mrs. Kivers's gene- 
rosity, my sister is not portionless. I should have looked 
to this long ago had not illness prevented me ; but now 
let me know all." 

Frank seized her hand, and pressed it energetically to 
his lips. If it trembled, and was somewhat hastily with- 
drawn, he was toa much excited to notice it. We will 
give the substance of his tale in our own words, as there 
were some points which, in his relation, he purposely 
omitted. 

His father had insisted he should break off his engage- 
ment, for that his consent to his union with any but an 
heiress, and one who could give him either name and title, 
or the means of purchasing them, should never be ob- 
tained. In vain Frank urged that he had already a name, 
and a proud one ; that his father's title was suMcient to 
content him. He was not ambitious, and should abhor 
owing more to his wife than domestic happiness and love 
Why should Lord Glenvylle dwell so much on a pecuniary 
portion for his son's bride, when his wealth was already so 
enormous, and he, Frank, wished not for a shilling more 
than his present handsome allowance ? Lord Glenvylle 
was too cold and dignified a person to give any violent 
sign of anger; but he grew prouder and prouder, colder 
and colder, till his son felt as if he were addressing a 
statue, and his excited spirits sunk back so chilled, that it 
was an efibrt to urge more. Yet still he spoke, for his 
love was too deep to be banished by a parent's word. He 
said that he was convinced Minie would not be portionless ; 
her sister was not one to hoard her lavish wealth : and 
then it was (though Howard did not repeat it to Florence) 
that the Yiscoimt scornfully bade him woo the heiress 
instead of her sister! The possessor of Woodlands, its 
rich pasture-lands and woody inclosures, might be a fit 
wife for his son. A portion I Lord Glenvylle laughed at 
the idea. Miss Leshe had been too lately made an heiress 
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to give away any part of her possessions ; and even if she 
dill, nothing that she could settle on her sister short of 
the inhentance itself would endow her sufficiently to be 
Frank Howard's bride. There was alike scorn and satire 
in every word ; perhaps there was more, but icy pride was 
a veil too invulnerable for his agitated son to penetrate 
He used all his eloquence, yet never forgetting the re- 
spect he always paid his father; but his kindly feelings 
felt withered withm him, and — ^when that interview ended 
Jby a solemn declaration, on the part of Lord GlenvyUe, 
that if Mr. Francis Howard persisted in wedding a por- 
tiorJess girl, his allowance would be stopped on the 
instant, and he would find himself vtdthout a shilling 
wherewithal to support himself or bride ; so let him 
ponder ere he decided — ^Frank left his presence without 
uttering a word, for speak he could not. The hot blood 
had mounted to his very brow, and he bit his nether lip 
in the efibrt to strain tiie bursting passion, till the blood 
came ; but he conquered himself. Lord GlenvyUe, in the 
solitary moments of remorse which followed Frank's de- 
parture, could not recall one word in which his son had 
£}rgotten their relative positions of child and parent. 

"Love? pooh! he v^ soon get over it," so his lord- 
ship thought, as he sat alone ; '* but why should I thwart 
him thus ? Why ! merciful heavens ! if he knew what is 
consum/ng me — that I require an heiress for him because 
wealth gold, another title, may enable him to rise up 
against the blow which one day I know will fall, and on 
him, to punish his miserable, guilty father. How know 
I that he will inherit the rank to which he now looks 
forward ? I dare not call them his, for I know not who 
may come to claim them ; and yet he believes I do not 
feel for him, I do not love him — ^the only being who saved 
me from seeking death by my own hand. Frank, my 
boy ! my poor, poor boy ! the truth would be his death." 

And could Frank have heard the groans and sobs which 
followed this soliloquy, he would have been spared one 
bitter feeling; for he must have been convinced that he 
was an object of love, however strangely and mysteriously 
that love was proved. But he could not know this, and 
while more and more painfully the conviction pressed upon 
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him that even the small portion of affection which he L^ 
lieved his father had once home him, must have dwindled 
away heneath what appeared only an increasing love of 
gold, his heart, womided and sufiering, clung yet more 
Fondly to the only heing on earth hy whom he could 
believe ^himself beloved. Break from her now ! difisolve 
his engagement ! bid her, like himself, languish in all the 
lingering torture of hope deferred ! he could not, he -would 
not ! No, did he even forget his birth, and seek some 
honest business which could support them both. 

In this mood he remained in London about fbur-and- 
twenty hours, and then galloped back to Beech Yale. It 
was easy, even for indifferent persons, to discover that all 
was not right ; and Minie, unsuspicious of all evil as she 
generally was, found some difficulty in preserving her 
joyous spirits until their being alone permitted her to 
draw from him the cause. Frank had intended to con- 
ceal, or at least to soften, the facts, but his nature was 
much too impetuous. Miserable himself, and there&re 
longing for sympathy and affection, he poured out his 
whole soul to his betrothed. Minie was not one to bear 
up against an unexpected blow with fortitude. She did 
not utter a syllable of complaint, but she clung to him, 
and wept unrestrainedly. Her grief of course heightened 
Frank's more tumultuary feelings, and occasioned the 
passionate burst which Florence had overheard. 

Although Howard did not enter into all these particu* 
lars, he related enough for Florence perfectly to compre- 
hend the fact. Perhaps her own previous cogitations on 
this subject rendered her more than usually clear-sighted 
Be that as it may, though she did not betray her inten- 
tions, the time passed with the loveris ivas not without its 
fruit. She left them soothed and hopeftd ; they scarcely 
knew wherefore, and their every feeling of love and vene- 
ration heightened towards herself. 

To the astonishment of Lord and Lady St. Maur, the 
following morning Florence announced an intention of 
visiting London for a week or two. 

" At this season, with every appearance of snow setting 
in for Weeks, and blocking up the roads! My deal 
Florence, you are certainly mad to think of it exclaimcil 
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the Countess, lialf jesting and half in earnest. '* What 
business can you have so important as not to wait a more 
favorable season ? Do be advised. Strong as you think 
yourself, and are mentally, phyacally you certainly are not, 
and I feel inclined to lay a positive command on you to stay 
at home." 

" Pray do not, dearest Lady St. Maur, for indeed in this case 
I can not obey you. Afiairs of consequence to Minie's happi<* 
ness call me to London, and must not be delayed." 

** Minie !" repeated the Countess, and her tone was most 
unusually impaUent. Florence understood it. 

*'Yes, Minie, my dear friend. Her happiness is now 
mine, all that at present, at least, is left to me. Do not 
grudge my securing that, even though the manner of doing 
so may seem unwise. I cannot now explain my meaning, 
only trust me till my return, and you shall know all." 

There was an earnestness in her manner impossible to 
be gainsayed ; and accepting only the escort of the faithful 
Ferrers, Florence set off for London, to Sir Ronald Elliott's 
great disappointment, scarcely ten days afler her return 
from Woodlands. 
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CHAPTER XLIX. 

LORD GLENVYLLE. — THE SACRIFICE. 

It was one of those dull, cheerless mornings of January, 
the snow falling at intervals, and the wind so cold and cut- 
ting that few, except those unhappy pedestrian teachers 
who are compelled to bear all weathers, would have ven* 
tured out There had been a heavy fall of snow, and then 
a thaw, and then as rapid a frost, so that the thoroughfare 
had the semblance of dirty glass. Folks could not walk 
fast for fear of falling, and so they shuffled and fretted along, 
shivering with the nipjnng wind, and looking, from their 
purple cheeks, red noses, and watery eyes, the very carica- 
tures of misery ; for cold, though one of the worst evils to 
encounter, is the most ludicrous to witness, and the unfor^ 
tunate sufierers receive little sympathy from their warmly 
clad and warmly-sheltered observers. 
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From a small morning-room in one of the mansions in 
Belgrave Square, however, the cold was so efiectually ex 
eluded that it had almost the atmosphere of sunmier. 
The sole inmate of this comfortahle retreat was a man 
very little more than fifty, if years could he counted by 
the figure, which even in a sitting posture was unusually 
erect and dignified ; his face told another tale, not so 
much, perhaps, of years, hut of passions and their con* 
sequences, making him old before his time. The coun- 
tenance had been unusually handsome, but it was indented 
by those strong lines about the brow and mouth — ^the sure 
indexes of strong passions, held under forcible restraint 
by some feeling yet stronger than themselves. His eyei 
were large, dark, and piercing ; but so seldom now per- 
mitted to become expressive, that their natural brightness 
never destroyed the stony calmness of the other features. 
His whole appearance was that of a solemn statue, to 
whom the feelings and passions of mankind were now as 
things unknown, and never, to the recollection of any oi 
his domestics, had this solenm rigidity been disturbed. 
Days, weeks, years, left him untouched in outward appear- 
ance, except by mingling his raven hair more profiisely 
with gray, and deepening the lines upon his brow. He 
seldom encountered the eyes of his fellows, for he lived 
absolutely alone, isolated at first by his own choice, and 
next by the dislike of those whom he had scorned. He 
was dressed with care, but plainly, and there was an 
absence of all pretension about the room, which seemed to 
denote that he cared little for outward things : his whole 
world was within, and terrible, indeed, at times, were 
the tempests and convulsions of that world. That, though 
devoid of pretension, his apartment was almost luxurious 
in comfort, was little owing to himself : his housekeeper, 
incited by her much-loved young master, had so cau- 
tiously and gradually rendered it thus, that it grew upon 
him unconsciously. 

He was accused of parsimony, perhaps with justice ; 
but a miser he was not. Hoard wealth he did, strangely 
and engrossingly, and none could guess wherefore : but 
we must check this long digression, for though without 
Lord Glenvylle our tale would have no connection, he is 
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loo little known to our readers for more particular noticOi 
especially as our fast diminishing space warns us loudly to 
conclude. 

It was near three o'clock, when a footman entered, his 
face so expressive of astonishment, that any one but Lord 
Grlenvylle must have demanded its cause. 

" My lord ; a lady, my lord, wishes to speak with your 
lordship. She will take no denial." 

Lord Glenvylle's face was always pale, or it might have 
appeared to become yet more so ; but, to the man's increas- 
mg wonder, his master stared him in the face without at- 
wmpting reply. 

" Shall 1 show her in here, my lord, or into the draw- 
ing-room ; she is close behind me ;" and the lady, whoever 
she might be, entered, supposing she had been sufficiently 
announced, ere one syllable of reply had passed Lord Glen- 
vylle's lips. 

He rose involimtarily ; for no seclusion, no eccentrioAty 
could conquer the habits of the English gentleman, still so 
strong within. He fixed a glance on his visitor, with 
an emotion which, could it be possible, seemed like 
alarm. She was standing in the shade, for the room was 
thickly curtained, and three o'clock in January is little 
more than twilight : her veil of black crape — ^for she was 
in mourning — was raised indeed, but stiU hung so much 
over her face, as almost to conceal it ; and however little 
satisfaction his penetrative glance could afibrd him, it per- 
mitted Lord Glenvylle to recover his voice and his cold, 
?dpelling maimer. 

'* I am honored," he said, sarcastically, as his domestic 
quitted the room : '* it is seldom that a lady deigns to en- 
Uveu my apartments with, her presence. May I crave the 
reason of this lur.usual honor, and the name of my fair visi- 
tant?" 

'* I am come to answer both, my lord," replied a voico 
of such soul-subduing gentleness^ that he winced beneath 
it. "I fear I intrude, but a very brief interval of attention 
will suffice me ; my name is Florence Leslie, and it is 
on account of your son, though not sent by him, that I am 
here." 

His face, which had appeared about to relax, bccamo 
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gtone again ; but lie motioned her to a chair, and sat dowi 
again himself. 

" Leslie ? Florence Leslie ? My son's betrothed bride, 
perchance, for such I believe was the name, come to plead 
her own cause with the iron-hearted father. Madam, you 
should have tried some other method ; I am not one to melt 
at woman's tears." 

** Nor am I one to shed them, ray lord," she answered 
with a dignity which involuntarily commanded respect , 
'* nor woxdd the chosen bride of your noble son demean 
herself in the manner which you are pleased to believe. 
No, Lord Glenvylle, I am not Frank Howard's chosen 
bride, but the sister of that bride ; come hither not to 
plead, but simply to know if, indeed, the decree you have 
pronounced be irrevocable, as they believe it ; or, if by any 
exertion, any sacrifice on my part, it can b6 changed. My 
lord, I am perchance, too bold ; this intrusion upon one so 
retired, so removed from the world — perhaps from the feel- 
ings of the world-^— as yourself, may well be regarded as 
unmaidenly, or, to say the least, unwise ; but when the 
whole heart is intent on the furtherance of one object, idle 
forms are wont to be rejected, and we think only of that 
which we so earnestly wish to gain." 

Lord Glenvylle looked at her with surprise, and his 
tone was somewhat less sarcastic as he answered — '* Li 
this instance. Madam, it is a subject of regret that so much ' 
enthusiasm should be wasted. My decision is, as my son 
justly believes, irrevocable." 

"And wherefore, my lord? Pardon me, but as your 
affection for your son has never been doubted, I cannot 
believe that a mere prejudice should obtain such an asc^id- 
ency. You would not condemn Mr. Howard to unhap- 
piness, without some very powerful reason. My sister's 
birth is, indeed, not noble ; but for aught else, my lord, she 
may vie with the highest and the noblest of the land. See 
her, know her, and let her gentle virtues, and your son's af- 
fection, plead for both." 

" You are eloquent, Miss Leslie ; I doubt not but that 
the object of your interest is deserving of all praise. Prq- 
udice against herself I have none. My son must marry ; 
I care httle whom, so he is happy. His wife will be a» 
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little worth to me as others of her sex. I am not what 
men term amhitious, for did a prince's daughter win his 
love, without the power of making him, if need be, other 
than he is, my refusal to such a union were unchangeable 
as now." 

" Forgive me, my lord ; but seeking, as I do, the hap- 
piness of one so dear, this mysterious answer can not 
satisfy me. You own that no prejudice actuates you 
against my sister ; you say that you are not ambitious, 
that you seek but your son's happiness, and yet you refuse 
to permit it. A prince's daughter can scarcely cause the 
same objection as my sister — she would have both birth 
and fortune — and yet your refusal would extend to her. 
How, then, can I obviate objections, which seem so con- 
tradictory? I am rich, my lord, and can well afford to 
make my sister rich. Name that portion which will 
andow her sufficiently to be the bride of your son, and, 
if it be within my income, it is hers." 

"Riches have not been long yours, they tell me, yet 
you would part with them. Strange, most strange !" 
replied Lord Glenvylle, musingly; "yet, perhaps, not 
so ; they have not been long enough your own for you 
to know their value. Madam, take advice, ponder on their 
worth ere you offer to part with them." 

" Value — ^worth ! talk you of the value of gold, com- 
pared with the value of happiness, the enjoyment of be- 
stowing it ? My lord; my lord, how little you have read 
the human heart !" 

"I have read too much of it," he exclaimed, starting 
up with sudden emotion, and pacing the chamber ; "too 
much of it ; I have read its annals in my own, and they 
are black— -black as the thoughts that torture ! Pshaw, 
this is folly, what can have moved me thus ? a voice, a 
woman*8 voice. Can I not hear it yet in peace ? away 
with the weak folly ! Human heart ! Aye, I have read 
it — ^read but its dark page." 

"Then read another now, my lord'* replied Florence, 
meekly, subduing with an effort the alarm which his man- 
ner, almost that of madness, caused. " Look beyond the 
black veil you have cast before you. Surely, surely, in 
the heart of your son may be read whole pages of noble 
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nefls, viitue, truth, which might give a fairer, lovelier fact 
to humanity. Did you look but there, the glow of that 
heart would dissolve the clouds you deem so black within 
your own." 

Lord Glenvylle paused abruptly before her. "Why 
did he not love you?" he muttered, "it is strange thai 
any one but those deluded by love should so read a human 
heart. Why not trust his happiness to one so capable, it 
would seem, of appreciating and securing it ? K he had, 
there would have been no need of all this ; I had consented 
without a word." 

" And why so honor me, my lord, and yet refuse my 
sister — ^younger, fairer, in all things more fitted to be his 
bride ? I do beseech you, alter this decision. Say but 
what portion wiU make my sister in your eyes worthy, as 
you are pleased to deem myself, and again I say it shall be 
hers." 

" Madam, I know not how it can be ; you are an heiress, 
she is nothing ; and an heiress only, with my consent, shall 
Francis Howard wed." 

" And were Minie Leslie heiress in the stead of Florence 
Leslie, would all objection be removed? I conjure you 
to reply. Is it but this, to become an heiress, and your 
consent to your son's choice is gained ?" 

" Madam, I repeat it is only this" — ^Florence clasped her 
liands with sudden joy — "Aye," he added, sarcastically, 
for his nature imagined not her meaning, "transfer your 
newly-acquired inheritance to the sister you so profess to 
love, and she shall be Frank Howard's bride ; will ro- 
mantic enthusiasm permit so great a sacrifice ? The world 
must change its nature first." 

" Do you speak in earnest, my lord, or is it but sar 
castic jest ? Oh ! do not trifle with feelings such as these," 
she entreated, gazing on him with eyes which riveted hia 
upon hers. Her veil and bonnet had fallen back, and, for 
the first time, her pale face was fully revealed. " Tell me,| 
I beseech you, promise me, that if I do this, there shall be 
no more objection nor denial, and that Minie Leslie shall be 
your son's bride." 

Engrossed in her own emotion, she saw not that damp 
drops had started to Lord Glenvylle's brow, and that ha 
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had sunk back in bis cbair, as if faint witb some sudden 
pain I and passing bis band across bis brow, bad muttered 
— "Fool, fool,! what right have I to parley thus with 
women,? I bare forsworn them ; they are all spectres of 
the past ; like or unlike the same !" and again be started 
ap, and strode across the room. Florence repeated her 
words, for it seemed as if be bad not caught their sense ; 
and then be paused, when every feature which bad been 
a moment since convulsed and working, became rigid as 
its wont. 

" I have said it, madam ; were my sen's choice an 
heiress, my consent bad never been withheld." 

" You wiU promise this, my lord." 

" Aye, in black and white, if it so please you." She 
turned hastily to the table, as if eagerly accepting the pro- 
posal, then paused. " No ; not yet. I will not claim it 
now. My lord, I ask but your word, and your honor is 
sufficient for my trust. Promise me, as a gentleman, 
whose simple word shall be far more sacred than the 
mere stroke of pen, that if I bring earnest of my sincerity 
in tbis matter, strange as it may seem to you, you will not 
fail in yours. You will grant £:eely and iully the consent 
I claim, and by no word or sign embitter the blessing 
whicb you give. Promise me this; grant me one more 
interview, it shall be briefer than this has been, and witb 
my presence I will trouble you no more." 

" Miss Leslie, mysterious and incomprehensible being, 
I do give you this promise, and it snail be sacredly, 
solemnly observed ; you may trust me ; your words and 
manner are too solemn for the jest I deemed them. Yet 
it can not be : there never yet was human nature dia* 
interested as this. Pause, ponder, weigh, ere romance 
becomes reaUty ; you will not be able to retrace this 
step when once taken. Think that there will be no return, 
no gratitude I build no delusive hope on the belief that 
generosity, devotedness, have power to purchase love. 
Those you seek to serve are too much wrapt in each other 
to spare one grain of love for you ; hope it not ; look not 
for it ; you will reap but ashes. I am not ambitious. 
No, no." He grasped her arm, and bis face became 
livid. " Miss Leslie, there is a cause for tbis seeming 
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tyranny ; my boy knows it not, may never know it ; but lie 
may need change of name, change of heritage. You think 
me mad — be it so ; let his wife give him these, and whoever 
she be, I care not. Go — go, make him happy ! My boy ! 
— ^my Frank, and — and God bless you." 

flis grasp on her arm became literally convulsed ; he 
glared in her face, and rushed finim the room. 

Floreaice looked after him, bewildered, ' terrified, for she 
felt contvinced that words, look, and maimer were aU mad- 
ness. Was she right in trusting to a promise from one 
seeming so httle capable of keeping it? Surely it was 
Bomethmg more than the mere eccentricity for which he 
was noted. His words had chiUed her heart, but not her 
purpose. But though the glow of enthusiasm had been 
darkened, the sustainiug impulse remained. What inras 
the sacrifice of riches, to that of heart which she had 
already made ? There was neither pause nor doubtrog in 
her purpose. Strangely as he had spoken, she yet firmly 
believed that Lord Glenvylle would not deceive her. In 
her hands, as she had prayed, was the happiness or misery 
of him she loved. 
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CHAPTER U 

FRANK AKD MHJIE HAPPY. 

Ten days sufficed for Florence efiectually to concivde 
the business which had brought her to London ; and on 
her return she found a merry party assembled at Amerdey 
Hall. Lord Edgemere's fisimily had at length accepted 
Lord St. Maur's oflen-profiered invitation, and Fnnk 
Howard and Minie Leslie were of course of the party. 
The joyous face of the latter was already dimmed Iff 
anxiety; duty suggested the propriety of separatiug he^ 
self from Howard, till his father's objections coidd bfl 
surmounted ; but this was an act of heroism for which 
her nature was too simple, and her love too powerful, fo) 
her to carry it into effect ; opposed too, as it was, by Lad} 
Mary, who violently protested against Lord Glenvylle* 
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tyranny, and rowed that it should not be regarded. Frank, 
she said was old and wise enough to choose and decide 
for himself. 

Lady St Maur had half wished, for Florence's sake, 
that Lord Edgemere's visit had been concluded before she 
returned, or, at least, that Frank should have left the 
party. Something in her expressive features must have 
betrayed this, as she afiectionately greeted her, for Florence 
answered hex thoughts. 

* Do not fear for me, my kind friend," she said, as they 
sat alone in the Countess's houdmr ; *^ I feel as if I were 
strengthened to see him, speak with liim, even with 
pleasure, fi)r I have made him happy : he will not, shaU 
not know how, imtil — ^" she paused a moment, as if 
gathering firmness — '* until he is my sister's husband, and 
cannot impose upon me the suFering of any resistance to 
my wishes. Oh ! Lady St. Maur, you said once — * I 
should rejoice in Mr. Bivers's unexpected generosity.* 
Rejoice ! my wildest dream had not pictured its bringing 
me happiness like this." 

" Florence ! what have you done ? " inquired the Coun- 
tess, startled almost into consciousness ; *' you cannot have 

been so foolish .as to ." Florence's hand was gently 

laid on her mouth. 

" Do not you call it foolish, Lady St. Maur, or you will 
forswear yourself, for you have said, there may be such a 
thing as making our own happiness by securing that ot 
others. Oh ! do not — do not chide your poor Florenca 
for this. What can I look to for personal happiness? 
What can my thousands bring to me but increase of care ? 
I have known only misery since they became mine ; not 
indeed through them, but they have become so associated 
with sufiering, that I loathe their very name. Why should 
it be fi>lly then to act as I have done, to go back to that 
Btation in which I was so happy? Dependent, indeed I 
am not. No, no I Had I not reserved that which I felt 
was sufficient for my need, aye, for doing what little good 
I can, they would have pressed it on me ; I should have 
been compelled to look one day for return, for gratitude 
from those whom I had served ; and that, that I could not 
do. Dearest Lady St. Maur," she exclaimed with in* 
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creasing agitation, ** do not refuse me this : let me still 
retain the station I have occupied in your family — the 
best. Oh ! how much the best for me ! How could I 
have mingled with the world, or performed what is natu 
rally expected from Mrs. Rivers's heiress, with the bittei 
consciousness of what I am ? Should I not feel more and 
more painfully that I was imposing myself upon the world 
for what I am not ? But in your household, stili youi 
chosen friend, Lady Helen's companion, aiding you in 
rearing your sweet children to be like yourself. There may be 
happiness in store for me yet, or at least calmness, cheer- 
fulness, peace. Oh ! do not say I have acted unwisely ; I 
have made no sacrifice ; done nothing I could wish un- 
done ; indeed, indeed, I have not. Let me live with you, 
be your lowly Florence still;*' and a burst of passionate 
tears choked that eloquent appeal. 

Lady St. Maur could not condemn, could not say one 
word against a resolution which, formed as some cold- 
hearted people might deem it on mere romantic enthu- 
siasm, had yet been acted upon ^"ith a forethought and 
deliberation which precluded all idea of after-regret. She 
endeavored only to soothe her friend's unwonted excite- 
ment. She promised that aU should be as she wished. She 
would not condemn, would not refuse her sanction to it, 
however such decision, on the part of Florence, might 
occasion her regret. 

B^re the dressing-bell sounded. Lord St. Maur and 
Lord Edgemere were summoned to the Countess's bcrddair, 
and Florence answered so calmly, so decisively, all their 
prudent arguments, to prove that her course of acting was 
neither wise nor positively demanded, and, therefore, she 
might still repent it, that they found it was useless to per- 
idst, and acquiesced, though with regret, in all she desired, 
promising to take aU further law business out of her hands, 
and so contrive it that the bridegroom elect should, as she 
particularly wished, be ignorant of his bride's fortune till 
his wedding-day. 

To Lord Edgemere, this resolution was a subject alike 
of astonishment and mystery. To Lord St Maur it was 
neither. He could understand the feeling which dictated 
this line of conduct, and how painfully she would slirink 
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from any thing of publicity or notoriety attending it ; and 
while he regretted the decision, he honored her with a 
larger portion of reverence and esteem than he believed 
any woman could have had power to excite, except his 
wile ; and he inwardly blushed at the idle prejudice which, 
even for an hour, could have suggested the idea of banish- 
ing such a being from the friendship of his Ida. 

" I bring you news, joyous news, my gentle sister," ex- 
claimed Florence, after completing the business of the 
toilet, and finding her sister in a favorite sitting-room, 
opening into the greenhouse ; ^* give that to Mr. Howard 
— ^to Frank," she added, determined to pronounce his 
name, " and see if its mystic characters have not power 
to change that anxious look- into your former sweet 
smiles." 

Frank was not far off; and overhearing Florences 
words, bounded into the room again just as Minie, with 
a cry of joy, called upon his name. " My father's hand 
and seal !" he ejaculated, almost breathless. ** Can he 
have relented — ^granted my request ? Oh, it is impossible I" 
The letter was torn open as he stood, Minie clinging to his 
arm, and devouring with him its contents. For a full 
minute Florence calmly looked on them both ; but when 
Frank suddenly caught Minie to his bosom, bursting forth 
into a wild, passionate cry of joy, her heart turned sick, and 
every pulse stood still. A minute, and the pang passed ; 
and well it was, for the next moment Frank was at hex 
side, clasping her hand, and pouring forth thanks, 
blessings, inquiries, all in a breath ; while Minie could 
only throw herself on hex neck and weep for very 
ioy. 

" Be satisfied, my dear firiend," she said, when he per- 
mitted her to speak, and her voice was quite calm ; " I have 
gained Lord Glenvylle's unconditional consent. Nothing 
van now interfere with your happiness — ^indulge it without 
allloy ; and let me enjoy the thought that I have gained it, 
without further question. Best satisfied that to procure 
this consent I have done nothing that I oan ever regret , 
nothing that has occasioned, or can occasion, me one 
moment's feeling which you, as a brother, could havo 
wished otherwise. That my journey to London, and brief 
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detention there, was on your account, I will not deny ; hut 
do not ask me more, for indeed I will not answer." 

Frank looked at her doubtingly, almost sorrowfully ; 
but playful as was her maimer, it was too decided to be 
evaded. " Tell me but one thing," he said, earnestly, 
'' dearest Florence ; only tell me that to obtain this con- 
sent, so unexpected, from one like my father, you have 
made no sacrifice to which your friends can object ; tell 
me/' he rejoined, taking both her hands and looking &11 
in her face. ** Florence I must have an answer, if you 
would not destroy my new-found happiness at once." 

** Be answered, then," she said ; " I have both the con- 
sent and assistance of my friends in all that I have done. 
And for your father, judge him not harshly ; I am sure he 
loves you — seeks but your happiness. Now, will you be 
satisfied," she added, smiling, " or must I name the portion 
I have settled on your bride ?" 

" Perish the thought !" indignantly burst from Howard. 
"I would that she had none, none but her own lovely 
face, and lovelier mind ; that the world might kiiow there 
is one heart that can enshrine affection without a thought 
of that hated frame- work — ^gold I" 

The first dinner-bell sounding at that moment, saved 
Florence all reply. Many of Lady St. Maur's guests being 
eager to welcome and converse with her, it was no very 
great matter of surprise that she should leave Frank and 
Minie to their own happiness, and find a seat during the 
remainder of the evening elsewhere. 

It was a joyous evening in the halls of Amersley. 
Frank was so universally beloved, that the ban being re- 
moved from his happiness was a source of real rejoicing. 
The hours sped in the dance and song ; though both 
grated somewhat harshly on the feelings of the noble 
hostess, for she knew how they must fall on the heart of 
one in that lordly room. She looked towards her fiiend, 
oflen tremblingly ; but there was still a smile on her pale 
lip, and her eye was radiant. Was it but excitement? or 
would indeed her noble spirit carry her throughout, and 
create its own reward ? She did not dance ; but for that 
her late illness was sufficient excuse, and it elicited no 
remark. Sir Ronald Elliott preferred remaining by hex 
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Aide, defending himself against all the raillery of his com- 
panions by declaring the dance was too landsman and too 
savage an exercise for him ; and Florence alternately con- 
versed with him and others of the elder guests, with all 
her wonted calm and earnest maguier, on various subjects, 
the whole evening. 

The 25th of March had been fixed for Lady. Mary's 
wedding-day, and Frank was eloquent in his entreaties 
that Minie would consent to become his on the same 
morning. Lord Glenvylle (to whom Frank had flown on 
the wings of gratitude the day following Florence's la- 
tum) was anxious for the speedy solemnization of his son's 
happiness. Lady Mary and Melford seconded his en- 
treaties, laughingly desiring the eclat of a double marriage ; 
aud Florence, when appealed to by her blushing and 
trembling sister, advised the granting her lover's request. 
It was not quite a year afler their mother's death, but 
60 near it that the pleading another month of mourning 
had little eflect on Frank's impatience. The 25th of March, 
then, was the day fixed ; and, as Lady Mary was to be 
married from her father's house in London, whither they 
adjourned after leaving Amersley, Florence determined on 
taking a house in town for the two following months, tha* 
her sister's elegant trcmsseau might be prepared togethei 
with Lady Mary's, and aU things relative to her marriage 
be conducted with the refined taste natural to Florence, 
and demanded by Minie's future prospects. 

Lord aud Lady St. Maur expected to be in London 
about the middle of February, and directly after her 
sister's marriage Florence was to return to them. More 
than this Minie did not require, satisfied with her sister's 
assurance that she should not be lonely — ^that in all she had 
done she had secured her individual happiness as far as it 
lay in her own power. Vainly Minie remonstrated that the 
rich materials selected for her trous&eau — the elegant though 
simple ornaments which Florence presented to her, were 
onsuited to her station. 

" Unsuited, and you the sister of an heiress ! about to 
be the bride of the heir to a Yiscountcy. Shame on you, 
dearest. I will not permit you to dispute my taste. As 
bng as you are under my roof, you must submit to my 
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authority. When you leave that for the home of youi 
hueband, my beloved girl, spare me but your ailection ; let 
no circumstance, no accident come between my memory 
and your heart, and I will ask no more/' 

" Spare you my affection I Florence, dearest, kindest ! 
can you think that aught of individual joy can lessen ihe 
ties, or diminish the affection of nearly nineteen years ? 
Oh, have we not grown from childhood to youth together ? 
together struggled against the ills of life ? wept each 
other's sorrows, shared all returning joys? Have I not 
ever looked up to you as even more than a sister, and you 
on me as combining child and sister both ? Love ! ch, 
until death ! no image, not even of husband or child, can 
come between us, Florence !" and overpowered with un- 
usual emotion, Minie flung herself impetuously into her sift* 
ter's arms, and wept. 



■♦♦» 



CHAPTER U. 

THE DEED OF GIFT. 

It was over ; that day of smiles and tears, too full of 
feehng for entire joy, too twined with hope to be all 
sadness. We leave to others, more experienced in such 
matters, the task of dilating on the brilliant coup d'aeil 
which St. Margaret's chapel, Westminster, presented 
on the occasion of the double marriage of the Right 
Honorable Alfred Melford to the Lady Mary ViUiers, 
second daughter of the Earl of Edgemere ; and that of 
the Honorable Francis Howard, M. P., son and heir to 
Viscount Lord Glenvylle, with Minie Leslie, younger 
daughter — so Lord St. Maur expressly inserted in the 
Morning Post — of Edward LesUe, Esquire, deceased. 
We have neither time nor inclination to enter into detail 
on the splendor of the dresses, the noble company, most 
of which were of the highest and loveUest of the aristoc- 
racy ; the demeanor of the brides, and of their respec- 
tive bridegrooms; the refined and high-bom elegance of 
the elder bride, the resplendent lovehness of the younger ; 
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ail of which might occupy some half-dozen pages. Suffice 
it that the Morning Post and Court Journal were com- 
pelledf to banish columns of irrelevant matter, and disappoint 
some dozen eager correspondents, to iind room to do justice 
to the exciting subject. 

From the hands of Lord St. Maur, the enraptured 
Howard received his bride ; and close by the side of 
Minic, to whom she had acted the part alike of mother 
and sister, knelt one on whom alone, midst all that bril- 
liant assemblage, the Countess St. Maur's thoughts were 
fixed ; she saw, felt but for her ; yet there was no ex- 
pression in those gentle features, no movement in that 
graceful form, which could account for such anxious thoughts. 
Grave she was, and pale; but the impressive service 
in which her young sister bore a part so important, was 
sufficient to account for this ; her whole soul was wrapt in 
prayer for Minie. If Howard's name mingled in those fer- 
vent orisons, if his happiness were besought, together with 
her sister's, was it marvel ? Had they not become one, 
and could the bHss of one henceforth be perfect, distinct 
from the other ? No ! she looked upon the two, kneeling 
in their first and loveUest prime, beside the altar ; it 
was her work, and • she was strengthened to endure 
it. 

The wedding-breakfast, which might rather have been 
termed a banquet from its splendor, was at Lord Edge- 
mere's ; his wife's persuasions having overruled Florence's 
desire that Minie should return to her house ; the wed- 
ling-party would by such arrangement, Lady Edgemere 
urged, be so divided. 

Woodlands had been prepared for Minie and Frank 
Florence had so eamestl}' entreated them to make that 
their home, at least for a time ailer their marriage, that 
they had willingly acceded. At four they prepared to set 
off; and then it was, afler changing her sister's bridal 
robe for her travelling costume, (the young bridesmaids 
having feelingly retired, to leave the sisters together ere 
they parted,) that Florence placed in the hand of Minie a 
sealed packet : — " Keep it, or give it to Frank's care, 
dearest," she said ; ** and a day or two hence it may afford 
Vou some little interest to examine it. Only remember 
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this: believe not, for a siugle instant, that its cuuteutf 
have afibrded me a moment's regret, still less a moment's 
paji. Solemnly and sacredly I assure you that no cireuzn- 
stance in my whole life ever afforded me the satisfaction, 
the happiness, which was comprised in the signing of 
that packet. Tell this to Frank, and conjure him from 
me to believe this attestation, as if it had bem given upon 
oath.'* 

Minie had no time to answer, save by the tears, half of 
joy, half of timidity, which still kept her clinging to Flo- 
rence, even after her toilet was concluded. Frank had 
come to seek her; gently he detached her from her 
sister's fond embrace, bore her through their thronging 
friends, and placed her in his carriage ; but then for a 
brief minute he returned ; he was alone with Florence, 
and he clasped her cold hand in his : — " Farewell I" he 
said with emotion. " Florence, we shall think of you in 
our happiness, and bless you for its bestowal. My sister 
now, God bless you, you will not refuse a brother's kiss." 
He held her to him, and printed a long kiss upon her 
cheek ; the next moment he was gone. Sister ! brother ! 
the words thrilled through her, as spoken by some other 
voice than man's; the room began to reel round. But 
not then might she unloose the iron chain of self-control ; 
she heard Lady Mary and young Melford calling on her 
name, as waiting to bid her farewell ; and she obeyed the 
summons ; she mingled with the world again, and not till 

eleven o'clock that night was sh^ alone— alone. 

# # # # * 

" By the way, Minie love, have you ever examined that 
mysterious packet, which you told me Florence gave you 
just hefore you parted ?" inquired Howard, the foiirth 
morning after their marriage. Minie was looking, if possi- 
ble, loveher than ever, and superintending, with newly ac- 
quired dignity, the breakfast-table. 

" Indeed I never thought of it again," was the reply. 
" And yet I ought not to have forgotten it, for Florence 
seemed so anxious that we should not blame her {ox its 
contents. What can it be ? All deeds and settlements^ 
and those disagreeable things, were concluded before we 
married, were they not ?" 
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•' Yes, love ; so I hope and believe ; but as to this 
packet our curiosity may easily be satisfied. Wliere 
is it ?" 

" In my dressing-case ; Jane knows. Shall I ring, and 
tell her." 

" No, Mrs. Howard," replied her husband, laughing ; 
and putting his arm caressingly round her, as she hidf 
sprung up ; " certainly not, while I am by to ring it ibi 
you. WUl you never learn that you are a very important 
personage now — even a wife ; and husbands, young ones 
more especially, are bound to perform such httle offices. 
When I am old and gouty, you shall do them for me." 

'* I iia afraid that I shall be much in the same predica- 
ment, Frank ; and then what will become of us ?" she 
said, laughing. ** I will tell you," she added a moment 
afterwards ; and leaning her head on his shoulder, she 
warbled forth with inexpressible sweetness two or three 
verses of that exquisite baUad, " John Anderson, my 
Jo ;" so entrancing Frank, that the packet might again 
have been forgotten, had not the servant entered in an- 
swer to the bell. • 

At length, the important papers* made their appear- 
ance, and Frank carelessly broke the seal, Minie leaning 
over him as he did so. 

" Why, what in the world is this ; a lawyer's paper ? 
I thought I had done with all those annoyances," was his 
first exclamation. It had scarcely, however, escaped his 
lips, ere it gave way to another, in which wonder and 
regret were so intimately blended, that it was impossible 
to distinguish one &om the other. 

' " "What, aflter all, is it," simply asked Minie, ** that can 
cause you so much agitation ?" 

" What is it, dearest ?" he rephed, mucb moved, 
** what but a deed of gift, making you heiress of Wood- * 
lands and all its extensive possessions, with the sole 
exception of a paltry five hundred a year, instead of your 
noble sister from whom it comes. All, all is made over 
to you, without a single reservation or clause, except that 
which I have named." 

" Made over 4o me ! Making me heiress instead of 
Floience : No, no. Oh I do not, pray do not let hei 
14 
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do bo/' answered Minie, entreatingly, when astonislimeut 
permitted her to comprehend the truth. " Pray, make 
her take it hack; what can I want more than I have? 
If I had hut you alone, with not a luxury of life, with 
only the home I had when my poor hrother lived, J 
should he happier, richer, more to he envied than a 
crowned queen! What can I want more, my own dear, 
generous Florence? Do not let her make this sacrifice. 
Why should she have done it ?" 

**■ Why, my heloved ? Alas ! it is too clear uow. 
This is the sacrifice which won my father's oonsent. You 
were made an heiress, and of course his prejudices were 
all removed. Fool, that I was, not to suspect something 
of the truth ! Even if I were so mistaken in my father* 
as to >eheve for a moment he could have relented with- 
out some more powerful incentive than mere eloquence, 
there was something strange ahout the manner of Lord 
St. Maur and Lord Edgemere, which, had I not heen a 
dolt, an idiot, must have awakened my suspicions. No- 
hie, generous Florence ! what do we not owe to her I". 

" But can it not, in part, he recalled ; must we permit 
the sacrifice, dearest Frank ? How can I hear to feel the 
wrong she has done herself for me ? Is there no way of 
eluding this deed of gift, of compelling her to recall it ?" 

" None, dearest ; it is much too late now. See how 
bng ago the deed was drawn up, and the signature 
afiixed — ever since she made^ that hasty, visit to London ! 
Little did I imagine wherefore. And that Lord St. Maur 
and Lord Edgomere could consent, nay, encourage this, hy 
becoming your trustees ! What could have made them do so ? * ' 

" My sister's persuasions," repUed Minie, . sorrowfully— »- 
"their heUef in her assertion that they more effectually 
veoured her happiness hy doing, than hy preventing this. 
Oh, I know her so well ! She never thought a moment 
of herself, except in encouraging the hehef that every 
sacrifice, even in little things, was greater happiness than 
the doing of justice to herself. . And she believes, feeld 
all she professes : the message she gave me for you when 
yt*\i read this packet proves it." 

*^ What message ?" 

ghe repeated it as it had been given. Frank was 
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deeply aifected, and compelled to be convinced. The 
manner in which it had been accomplished, the absence 
of all display, all assumption in the sacrifice, the secrecy 
m which it had been carried on, did but enhance its 
value ; although to generous natures, every individual 
benefit received at so heavy a price, must be intimately 
mingled with alloy^ 

We need not linger on the conversation which followed 
— how Frank longed to travel post to London, and speak 
with Florence, but was dissuaded by Minie, who in- 
toitively felt that, to her sister's sensitive feelings, such a 
visit would give more pain than pleasure — how he at that 
very moment made tiie resolution that the first hour it 
was in his power, should he ever become Lord Glenvylle, 
he would restore Florence, the heritage she had resigned. 
Both then wrote, pouring out all their hearts' eloquence, 
to Florence; and Howard giving vent to something very 
like indignation to both the trustees of his wife, for per- 
mitting such a sacrifice. "With regard to Lord Glenvylle, 
Frank's emotions were almost all full of bitterness. We 
may here state, that in the very next interview he had 
with his father, Frank did speak much more reproach- 
fully than his wont, but received little satisfaction from 
the dqing so, except the conviction that, if the deed of 
gift had not. been made, Minie could not, in his father's 
life-time at least, have become, his wife. That this truth 
did much towards reconciling him to the acceptance of 
the sacrifice may be believed; but while it increased his 
veneration and regard for the bestower, it certainly could 
not soften his feelings towards the demander, or enable 
him more clearly ta understand the latter's ever-incom- 
prehensible character. 

It so happened that Florence's unexpressed, but most 
earnest wishes were gratified. She did not see Howard 
and his young bride in the first excitement of their 
ardent gratitude. Frank had been appointed envoy ex- 
traordinary to the court of Hanover, on a mission likely 
to detain him there till autunm ; permission for his bride 
to accompany him had been graciously accorded, but so 
sudden was the nomination, and its attendant removal, 
'hat notwithstanding all their exertion, to Minie's great 
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grief, they were compelled to embark without Tisiting 
Amersley, where Florence then was with Lady Helen : she 
had preferred returning to the country to remaining in 
London with the Earl and Countess, both being then 
much engaged, and before Frank and Minie had returned 
from Germany, Florence had left England. 



^ »» 



CHAPTER LIL 

ON THE SEA. — TO ITALY. — RESIGNATION. — ^A CHEERING RAT. 

Gorgeously and majestically an August son was sink- 
ing within the blue waters of .the placid Mediterranean, 
the evening on which we resume the fast-decreasing thread 
of our narrative ; blue waters in such an hour, indeed, 
they were not ; for their unruffled, tideless expanse, gave 
back with fidelity, magnificent as the original, every glow- 
ing tint of the simset sky. There was a stillness in the 
atmosphere, unconsciously whispering peace ; and even 
when broken by the sounds of music floating from yatch 
or fiigate — for it seemed to unite the characteristics of the 
two — ^the calm was rather deepened than disturbed. The 
little breeze there was filled the snow-white sails, and the 
gallant vessel scudded over the waves, leaving behind her 
a line as of silver to mark her onward track. She was 
evidently English built, and Enghsh manned, and from 
the excessive neatness of her decks, the beauty and ordei 
of her rigging, and those many nameless Httle things ob- 
servable only in weU-appointed ships, appeared the pride 
and glory alike of her captain and her crew. There waa 
a gay, striped awning over the quarter-deck, where couches 
and chairs were scattered. A band of wind-instruipenta 
occupied the forecastle, ever and anon sending forth strains 
which called back dear old '^England, and the musical 
novelties of the past season. A group of young midship- 
men, variously employed, now assembled midway, neai 
the band ; while other of the officers, and gentlemen of 
Lord St. Maur's suite, were indiscriminately scattered on 
the quarter-deck,, and, arm-in-arm, earnestly conversing 
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&s they paced up and down, were the Earl himself and the 
captain of this gallant httle frigate, Sir Kx)nald EUiott. 

On one of the couches lay Florence Leslie, pale, atten 
uated, yet with an expression of such deep repose upon 
her features, that it seemed as if, indeed, the inward tem- 
pest had been stilled, and all was once more peace. No 
visible illness had attacked her since her sister's marriage, 
but strength and ilesh had so dwindled, that she had been 
compelled to give up one employment after another, until 
at length she could not leave the drawing-room, save for 
her own ap£lrtment ; yet so fax was she from feeling ill 
that she had striven long with Lady St. Maur's desire to 
have advice, and only consented in order to please her 
friend. Sir Charles had recommended very easy travel- 
ling to another more genial climate, and a sea- voyage, could 
they but insure one of even temperature and without 
storms. Every one laughed at him but Sir Eonald Elliott, 
who instantly proposed fitting out a sort of frigate-yacht, 
which he would convey round to the south of France, 
where they might join him by very easy stages through 
that country ; and a cruise on the Mediterranean, touching 
at those ports where there was any thing worth seeing ; 
this excursion combining a residence for a short period in 
Italy, and, if still necessary, a fiirther cruise in the Adriatic, 
would be, he was certain, more beneficial than any other 
change. Sir Charles warmly approved the plan, declaring 
it would be almost as good for Lord St. Maur as for Flo 
rence herself ; for, however brave and strong the former 
might consider himself, he would be all the better for leav- 
ing England and her politics, and reveUing for a time in all 
the dclcefar niente of fair Italy. 

It so chanced that Lord St. Maur could at that time 
easily obtain leave of absence, and, to the astonishment of 
all his friends, he was most particularly anxious to revisi' 
Italy for a short interval. 

Italy! would Florence indeed visit Italy? her birtt 
place, the land associated with so many day-dreams of he; 
happiest youth ; but now subject to almost of horror, as« 
Bociated as it was with the fatal secret of her birth. She 
knew not if the proposal were one of pain or pleasure ; 
but the conviction that she had friends so anxious to re- 
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storo her to health, bo eager to welcome Sir £onald*8 pro> 
posal, could not but weigh powerfully with a disposition j 

such as hers, and incline her to whatever their will might \ 

be. That there were times when she felt she was leav- 
ing- England to die, was only natural to her state of health ; 
but even in this thought there was no bitterness. Her 
countenance told no false tale ; her mind, yes, and her 
heart were both at rest. If it were her Father's will that 
life, not death, should be her portion, she felt no longer, as I 

she had done, that earth was but a bleak, cold desert. 
No, that life could never be to her what it had beec 
sho did think, but yet it might be one of doing if not of 
receiving good, of loving if not of being loved. She had 
not prayed in vain. She could think of Howard, as the 
husband of Minie, calmly, even thankfully. She had 
been permitted to conquer that passion which had been 
once so powerful ; she felt, indeed, that her heart had 
been too scorched and seared for the flower of a second 
love ever to find resting-place. She was at peace, willing 
to live or die, whichever a wiser, kinder Power willed ; 
prajring but that the mystery of her birth might be dis- 
pelled, that that birth might be legitimate, and not another 
blessing could she find need to seek. And smiles were on 
her lip as she lay conversing on many mutual topics of 
interest with the Countess St. Maur, sometimes pausing 
to share by her caresses, and notice the unalloyed enjoy- 
ment of the lovely children, who were alternately lingering 
by their mother, or circled around the young lady, who, 
as Constance's instructress, had made her way to the 
hearts of all. And who was that tall, fair, gentle girl, 
who seemed ever on the alert to add to Miss Leslie's com- 
fort, to read to her, talk to her, embroider for her, bring 
her every thing she needed, and linger by her, even when 
her younger and merrier companions called on her to join 
their dance and noisy plays ; seeming, too, to find such real 
pleasure in those little attentions, that Lady St.* Maur's 
warm smile of approbation, though often bestowed, was 
no longer needed to incite them ? Could this be the proud, 
the overbearing Constance St. Maur, who had once looked 
Du Florence with such scorn and dislike because she had 
boon her governess? It was even so. Examplo eve.M 
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more than precept had wrought this change. She had Level 
been a stupid child, and since her residence with Lady St. 
Maur, circumstances had passed before her, which, although 
not entirely understood, had yet brought much to her com- 
prehension, which mere precept had required a longer period 
to efiect. 

Lady Helen St. Maur had hesitated some little time be- 
tween accompanying her children, or accepting Lady Edge- 
mere's eagerly-pressed invitation to reside with them till the 
Earl's return, and. at last acceded to the latter — ^her ad- 
vancing age rendering travelling and a voyage less agreeable 
than they had been a few years previously. 

" I really do regret you could not succeed in pc/suading 
Emily to join us," observed Florence, after a pause, and 
perceiving the Countess had laid down her book; "she must 
have enjoyed this. Why would she not come ?" 

She was too weak, too ill, could not bear the water. 
Wondered how any body could think of venturing, and felt 
quite sure that she could not endure the excitement, and 
fatigue, and all the nameless dangers of Italian travelling. 
" Now do not look at me half frightiened that I am going to 
turn serious," she added, laughing ; " Emily has grieved and 
disappointed me too much for any such amusement. Do 
not, however, waste any regrets on her ; her mind has been 
too long warped by frivolity and vacuity to enjoy such pleas- 
ures as these. For Mary and Alfred I do wish; and he 
was excessively provoking for being so much engaged just 
at the very time we wanted them." 

"But they are so happy in each other ; so actively em- 
ployed, it would have been but exchange of pleasure for 
them. Now, Emily really might have derived more than 
mere temporary advantage. The change must have done 
her good." 

" Only while it lasted. When I first returned to Eng- 
land, I did indulge the hope of rousing her into exertion. 
I could not believe that five years had so completely ruined 
all which I thought would have led to good. It makes 
me almost tremble when I think how she wastes existence. 
At first she read to please me, but to what purpose ? Hex 
eye glanced over the page, but her mind retained nothing ; 
and as for bringing any sentiment or reflection home, I 



324 woman's friendship. ' 

soon found it was worse than idle to attempt it. "No ; 1 
have done what I can, and I despair of efiecting any altera^ 
tion now. She will pass through life like too many others, 
reading novels and working Berlin wool." 

" Unless she marries. If she could but come out of her- 
self for another — ^in other words, really love." 

"Love, my dear Florence! In your meaning of tho 
word, Emily could never love. Had she been onited, 
earlier, to some really worthy man, her character might 
have altered ; now, even marriage would fail. She would 
never come out of herself, as you express it ; and, unless 
she did so, as a married woman she might exist as she does 
now ; but live happily and beneficially for herself and others, 
I very much doubt." 

" And yet she seems to me to have had so little of real 
misfortune ; it is strange that her life should be so cheer- 
less." 

" Hardly strange. It is almost a pity she has never 
had any thing like trial to encounter. Her education made 
her artificial ; but I did once think she possessed the germ 
of higher qualities and powers ; which, had they been 
called forth, might have made her a very difierent being. 
A single woman must often make objects of interest to 
prevent the too great ascendancy of self, and that requires 
intellect and, yet more, energy. With her sisters she has 
little in common, but her brothers are both superior young 
men, and their famiHes might have been real sources of 
interest to her. It is not those who have endured misfor- 
tune, and endured it nobly, who are the most miserable 
themselves, or by whom the world is most darkly judged ; 
it is those who vegetate like Emily, whose greatest solace 
is a novel, whose highest ambition is to be the first pos- 
sessOiT of a new pattern for embroidery ; who look on this 
beautiful earth as dark and sinfiil, and disbelieve, as 
romantic folly, all the tales of self-denial, high enterprise, 
and moral good, which they hear. Oh, beheve me, dearest 
Florence — ^to you I may say it, for you must feel its truth — 
that real trials, nobly borne, are no subjects for pity ; it is 
for those who fritter life away, as if it had no end, no 
goal, naught but the present pleasure, which flies ere it if 
clasped." 
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While such conversatioa was passing between the 
Countess and Florence — ^recorded only that our readers 
may not accuse us of entirely forgetting Enaily Melford — 
another of more real importance to our heroine was en- 
grossing the iwo gentlemen already noticed, Sir Ronald 
Elliott and Lord St. Maur. 

"You do wrong, my good friend, indeed you dtj" the 
latter was urging, at the moment when we take "t up, " to 
encourage such feelings after all I have told you ; they can 
bring but misery." • 

" Misery I to love such a being, St. Maur ?" was the 
sailor's impetuous reply. " Granted, that I do loxe alone 
as yet, that I am resolved she shall never know, never 
dream how I have dared to love, till she is in health and 
happiness ; till there is a chance, however faint, of a re- 
turn. What misery, what harm can there be in loving, 
when every thought devoted to her makes me a better 
and a nobler man ? I feel a new creature since my wild 
dreams of woman's loveliness and gentleness and magna- 
nimity, and a host of household virtues, have all found 
embodiment in her. Leave me to my heart's beautiful 
image,, my good lord ; to love such a being can never do 
me harm." 

" All very fine and heroic, Ronald, no doubt ; but yet 
I uphold that to encourage a feeling which I more than 
fear must be utterly hopeless, is more unwise than I gave 
you credit for being. Think you that you will always be 
satisfied to gaze and worship as you do now ? Never long 
for more ? and despair that more is not given, but always 
be ccntent to worship, though to your divinity herself youi 
worship is unknown V 

" St. Maur ! I would not lose my present emotions^ 
were they to be paid foT by years of torment. I am nt 
romantic idiot, though you look very much as if you thought 
me one ; yet, believe me, I would not have that glorious 
creature suspect that I dare love her now — ^no ! not for 
worlds. I could not meet her look of sorrowing regret, 
&r, presumptuous as I am, she would give me nothing 
more severe. I should deserve to lose her, did I dare bring 
myself forward at such a moment, wrapt as she is in hei 
own sorrows." 
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** You are a strange fellow, Ronald ; have you learned all 
these high-flown notions on the high seas ? If so, I will 
send my Cecil there directly he is old enough. Now don't 
look reproachfully ! I would not jest with you on such a 
topic for the world ; hut do you rememher all ? I have 
told you much which would withhold many another man." 

" What have you told me ? — ^that there is mystery on 
her hirth ; and it may h^ that which the world hrands 
with shame ; and you helieve that can weigh with me, can 
fling a dark shadow on the heautifuL mind which that 
gentle form enshrines ? — ^that I can think one moment on 
aught of mystery when I look on her, and see truth, 
purity, honor, gleaming up through the cr}'stal of her 
heart as clearly as I have seen the rich coral-reef and 
golden sands shining through the still, hlue ocean, though 
they lay full many a fathom deep? You hint that she 
has loved unhappUy, and therefore I never ean obtain the 
heart's first freshness, which my love deserves. Let her 
give me its regard, its confidence ; I ask not passion^ only 
affection. I will wait years, long years, I care not how long, 
BO she be mine at last ! That she is no heiress now, has 
resigned all but a mere pittance. Aye, it was tW very 
deed which first awoke me into consciousness, telling me I 
reverenced — I worshiped her 1'* 

" All very likely, and most eloquently expressed, friend 
Ronald ; but it says nothing as to the wisdom of the thing. 
Your every word betrays that you do hope ; and when I 
warn you that it must end in misery, you tell me it can not, 
as you are content to worship as you do now without hope 
— to love unsuspected and unknown; something rather 
contradictory, my good friend. However, lovers* feelings 
are always mysteries ; mine were once, I suppose, though 
I found, to my cost, that loving without hope was not a 
thing to thrive on. I wonder if those madcaps yonder are 
fighting for love." 

" Fighting ! and in my presence I" exclaimed Sir Ronald ; 
and still arm-in-arm with the Earl, he hastened to that part 
oi the deck which we have mentioned as occupied by some 
young midshipmen, two of whom from a storm of words 
had come to a yet thicker storm of blows. 

Sir Ronald's imperative voice parted them, and one, the 
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ialler and evidently the more incensed of the two, slunk 
aside, as conscious of the weakness of his own cause ; 
while the other a sturdy handsome boy, much his youngtr, 
stood boldly forward, crossing his arms on his chest, 
casting a contemptuous glance on his adversary, and 
meeting his conmiander*s half-reproving look with a good- 
tempered yet respectful smile. He was silent, however, 
until Sir Ronald, finding it impossible to obtain a com- 
prehensible answer from the elder, who stood twirling hin 
hands together and shifting his feet in ivery position but 
that of a man, turned to him and demanded the cause of 
such unusual disrespect. 

" Why, if you please, sir, Mr. Stanley there, chose to 
insult me, as not fit company for such as he, being you 
• see a sprig of nobihty, and I a poor lieutenant's son ; and I, 
not quite comprehending such distinctions, gave him a good 
bit of my mind, which you see he did not like, and so it 
came to blows." 

" And what did you tell him, my boy ?" asked Lord St. 
Maur, laughing. 

" Only, my lord, that I saw jiothing in a nobleman more 
than in a gentleman, except according to his conduct ; that 
if relationship to nobility makes the man, why I might 
claim the Uke, being connected with some lord or other, of 
whom I know not even the name — so much good his being 
a lord has done our family ; and what's more, my grand- 
. father disclaimed the relationship years ago, ^because of 
something or other wrong, which caused a change of name ; 
and I would not give up mine, of centuries standing, for his 
new-fangled one and the title too." 

*•■ Most clearly, comprehensively explained, young man," 
replied the Earl, still laughing. ** One thing only I can 
comprehend, that you are a fine high-spirited fellow, look- 
mg on nobihty in its proper light, man making nobility, 
not nobility the man. Yon have the best of it in argument, 
and I rather think the force of it in blows." 

The lad bowed respectfully, looking very much as if^ 
however low his opinion of nobihty in general. Lord St. 
Blaur was an exception. 

" Who is that fine youngster, EUiott ?" inquired the 
Barl, as he resumed his walk with his friend. 
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** The grandson of as uoble and free-si)irited an old 
man as ever chanced to cross my path ; he is a clergyman 
0f Yorkshire, whose only daughter married a poor lien- 
tenant, a messmate of mine, now disabled and retired, and 
living on half-pay with his wife and her father. He wrote 
to me, hearing of my return and promotion, entreating me 
to use my influence in getting a berth for his son, who wai 
absolutely pining for the sea. To his father's great delight, 
I placed him under my own eye ; he is a spirited fellow, 
like his father." 

" But his name ?" 

" Philiif NevHle Hamilton." 

" Neville I" repeated the Earl. 

" Yes ; after his grandfather, who, proud of his old family 
name, and always disappointed that he had not a son to 
carry it on, gave it to his grandson, who you have seen is 
equally proud of it. What he means by a lord and a new- 
fangled title, I cannot comprehend." 

" Do you think he does himself ?" 

'' I really cannot tell. But you seem agitated, my good 
friend I * What's in a name ?' " 

" May be more in this instance than appears, Ronald. I 
am under a vow not to let any one who bears the name of 
Neville pass unquestioned." 

Lord St. Maur's attention, once aroused, permitted no 
delay. Early the following morning Mr. Hamilton was 
simmioned to his cabin, and a long private interview fol- 
lowed. Though apt and quick enough, the boy could not 
give all the particulars which were asked. He only knew 
that when~ he was longing to go to sea, his father had 
spoken to his grandfather about seeking the interest of 
some lord, with whom they were connected, but that Mr. 
Neville had solemnly declared he would not ; he would 
rather see his family starve than have any thing to do with 
one whose conduct had been such that the very name had 
been dropped. That he (Philip) had been so excited by 
this conversation, he had appealed to his mother for further 
information, but she had told him little more. The very 
title he did not know ; it had come into the family omy 
some twenty or thirty years. That when there was a 
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chance of the succession, some near relation of his grand- 
lather, uncle, or cousin, ashamed of the stigma attached to 
the name by the conduct of his son, the present lord, had 
expended an immense sum of money in changing it, and so 
all trace of the family connection was lost. So much hia 
mother had imparted, with an earnest injunction that ho 
would never allude to this nobleman again. 
< Lord St. Maur listened as one in a trance, feeling con- 
vinced that he had either actually heard, or vividly dreamed 
a tale like this before ; he racked his memory till his brain 
ached, to discover where, by whom related, or to whom 
appUed. StiU, not to depend alone on his otm reminis- 
cences, he wrote to Mr. Neville, entreating him as :ie 
valued the chance of doing good, and restoring peace, to 
write to him all particulars of this little connection, if, 
as from Philip's words he suspected, he had once borne 
the name of Neville, who and what he had been, and 
what were his present name and title. This he placed 
within a letter from Philip, who told of his own accord 
how deeply, almost painfully. Lord St. Maur had been iri' 
terested in the name, and then inclosed them both in a 
packet about to be dispatched to Lord Edgemere. In 
writing that nobleman's name, a flash of light darted 
through the Earl's mind, illuminating like electricity everj 
link of memory. It was from Lord Edgemere he had heard 
a similar tale on the night of his return to England ; and 
of whom had they been speakiug ? Lord St. Maur abso- 
lutely started from his chair in the strong agitation which 
the mental answer excited. Could it be ? Was it possi- 
ble ? If so, with what infinite mercy had Providence 
interposed. It required an effort, even to his strong mind, 
while laboring under these thoughts, to retain his usual 
calm exterior before his wife and Florence. Yet he kept 
his secret even from the Countess, fearing to excite hopes 
which after all might not be realized. In^ his own mind, 
however, h^ felt convinced that, as very often happens, 
(though the skeptic world denies it, as visionary folly,) the 
simplest chance, in this case the quarrel of two boys, would 
unravel the painful web of mystery, which it had appeared 
inly a miracle could solve. 
We are wrong to say chance. In a government of love 
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there is no chance ; a Father's hand rules our destiny, and 
turns even the most adverse circumstances (in seeming) tc 
ilw furthering of His own immortal will. 



-♦-♦-♦■ 



CHAPTER Lin. 

R2TUR5fING JlEALTH. — THE CASKET FOUND. 

The business with which Sir Eonald EUiott was intrusted 
by government (for he combined two things in this trip of 
pleasure) led him to Constantinople ; and as he could not 
persuade his guests that Turkey would be infinitely more 
interesting than Italy, for a brief residence, he permitted 
them, afler a month's delicious cruise, to embark at the 
nearest port to Florence, to which fair city they were bound, 
for thither, though she said but little, Florence's wishes 
turned. 

Strength, as Sir Charles Brashleigh predicted, had par- 
tially returned; and the great benefit which she had 
derived from the sea-breezes, and continually changing 
scene, argued well for the hopes of her friends. Lady St. 
Maur, indeed, still in secret trembled ; for to her affection 
it seemed, that the returning elasticity was merely tem- 
porary, and that Florence would at length sink, not from 
the terrible trials she had undergone, but from that dark 
and fatal secret, which, with aU a woman's sympathy, 
she felt was crushing life beneath its weight. Lord St. 
Maur could not feel this, because hope was so strongly at 
work within him ; young Elliott so entirely forgot it, 
except as rendering her in his eyes a being still more 
demanding love and cherishing, that he could not believe 
that it could weigh so heavily on her. Still, by neither 
word nor sign did he betray the devoted love which in 
reality he felt ; though to a mind less pre-occupied, his 
almost reverential manner of addressing her, of superin 
tending all the little kindnesses which could tend to hei 
comfort, might have betrayed soiLething deeper than mere 
regard. 
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The little party broke up with regret, only softened by 
the idea of their very shortly meeting again— on Captain 
Elliott's return from the Sublime Porte — ^when it would be 
decided whether they were to accompany him again to the 
South of France, or return to England overland. However 
he might believe that to worship as an imknown devotee 
would content him, Sir Ronald found that this worship, 
apart from its idol, was something very difierent to paying 
it in her presence. Yet he persevered in his resolution, 
that she should never know how she was beloved, till 
she was happy enough to be awake to the consciousness 
that she had yet the power of charming one in unselfish 
reverence to her side. She seemed to him as one too pure, 
too unearthly in her high and beautiful excellence, to be 
approached with aught of worldly passion, and so, though 
his limbs trembled with suppressed emotion, as he came 
to bid her farewell, every feeling was effectually concealed. 

And at last Florence was in Italy I Was it the spirit of 
her own ill-fated mother at work, which caused her whole 
being to thrill with such a mingled sense of pain and 
pleasure that her feeble frame could scarcely sustain it, 
as she gazed on those scenes of nature, those exquisite 
models of art, which had been so long her day-dream? 
Who might answer? There are mysteries in the human 
heart, depths and capabilities of suffering and of enjoyment, 
which even their possessor can scarcely define, and how, 
then, may they be described to others? The Countess 
often wondered if the wish to visit the scene of her mother's 
last sufierings ever crossed her mind, but she neT?r alluded 
to it, nor did Florence. 

Lord St. Maur had departed on a private expedition, a 
week or ten days after their arrival at Florence, and on his 
return he found several dispatches awaiting him from 
England. It was easy for his wife to read in his features 
that his search had not been in vain, and that Elford's tale 
really had foimdation; but the peculiar expression which 
attended the perusal of an inclosure from Lord Edgemere, 
was even to her penetration incomprehensible. It was 
speedily explained. 

" Florence, I have news for you. Are you strong enough 
to hear them?" inquired Lady St. Maur, entering hei 
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friend's boudoir the following moming, and finding hei 
reclining on a sofa, resting from the fatigue of inditing a 
long letter to Minie. 

" News, requiring strength to hear, dearest Ida ? (Lady 
St. Maur had long since insisted that Florence should drop 
her title.) What can you mean ? I can imagine no newit 
of such importance, unless," she started up alarmed 
" unless you have heard more of Minie than I have. Wha^ 
of her. 

** Nothing of her, you apprehensive being ; besides, r 
it were, my news are of joy, not of sorrow !'" 

♦« Joy I — and for me !" 

" Why, are there no news which can be fraught with jo> 
for you, Florence ? Think, is there nothing — nothin^j i^w 
the whole range of thought and wish, which you havr 
lingered on, which, if discovered, would bring joy ?" 

" Nothing, but that which is impossible," replied Plo 
rence, despondingly. 

" Do not say so, dearest, it is unlike your trusting faitii 
to imagine there is any one thing impossible to Uim wb 
watches over us, till all things meet together for our gooo 
Have you never thought, never believed, that your owi 
poor mother had grounds for her assertion that her child * 
birth was as legal as her own marriage ?" 

"Yes, that she had grounds, perhaps proof to satisf; 
herself — but not the world, for even she might have bcei 
deceived." 

" Do you remember in Mrs. Leslie's MS. that Bh« 
alludes to a search for papers, which she imagined her 
poor friend had really obtained, but that none Tien, 
found ?" 

" Perfectly ; but I believe with my dear father, that it^ 
was merely the excitement of fever which made her thnr 
speak — ^not actual possession." 

"And suppose there really had been such papers, anft 
by a most providential concatenation of circumstances they 
had been traced and found, and all mystery respecting yom 
birth dispelled. Florence, dearest, I must be silent, if you 
give way to agitation such as this — " 

" No ! no ! no I" gasped poor Florence, struggling with 
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tlie excitement which nearly overpowered her, " tell me 
all that you have learned. I am strong enough to hear it 
Can it he, that after such a lapse of years, they can he dis- 
covered ; that all may yet he revealed ?" 

" I hade you hope, my Florence, when I had little hope 
myself," replied Lady St. Maur. " Little to huild on, hut 
the words of my hushand, narrating a curious tale which 
had met his ears in Italy, disregarded at the time, hut 
recalled hy the perusal of Mrs. Leslie's MS." She her« 
related hriefly that with which our readers are aliioady 
acquainted, and continued — "Lord St. Maur did all he 
could to ohtain further information of these young men. 
Elford he did not know personally ; George Lacy, Elford'a 
particular friend, was seized with a mania to travel all 
over the world ; for my hushand could not get a letter to 
reach him, until, I think, full eight months after his first 
attempt. Lacy's information only ^consisted in stating, 
that Elford was with his regiment in India, and not ex- 
pected to return for four or five years. As this was the 
case, my hushand felt there was little chance of his 
ohtaining the papers, except hy going to Italy himself. 
It was just ahout the time of Minie's marriage, and then 
there was little appearance of his accomplishing it. When, 
hov^ever, you hecame ill, and Sir Charles mentioned Italy 
and a voyage, as likely to restore you, he was quite as 
anxious to try it as Ronald himself, still hoping — a hope, 
I candidly own, I could not share — ^that the papers did 
exist and would he foimd. You sacrificed your own 
vesire, to keep your fatal secret hid from all, in my favor, 
leare^t Florence, that I might not he hurdened with a 
secret which I might not impart to my hushand ; and to 
this sacrifice of self you owe a discovery, which, I trust, 
you will eventually own is firaught with joy. To tell you 
all in a few words — ^the Earl's secret expedition was to the 
source of the Amo, and there, true to hoth Mrs. Leslie's 
manuscripts and Elford's narrative, he found the village 
cure, the superstitious host, and the long-desired casket. 
So easily had every difiiculty at length heen overcome, that 
my hushand had scarcely courage to examine the papers, 
fearing now he really had them, that they were not those 
he sought. 
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" But they were ! — ^they were !" burst passionately iron 
the parched lips of Florence. 

** Dearest, they were even those very papers to which 
your unhappy mother's dying words alluded. It is clear 
that Madeleine, ill and sufiering as she was, must have 
sought for and found the abbe who had united them, 
obtained from him the certificate of their marriage, and 
also a written document, provmg, on oath, not only the 
truth and sanctity of his cloth, which in the wildness of 
her agony she appears to have doubted ; but that a noto 
rious fact concerning this Charles Neville, having met his 
ear, he had positively refused to marry them, unless 
Mr. Neville would take the most solenm oath, and bring 
papers to testify, that he was uniting himself to Madeleine 
Montani under his real name. This was done ; papers 
signed to that efiect were given to the reverend priest's 
care, who, in his simplicity, inferred the repentance of the 
bridegroom, and his pure love for his beautiful bride, by 
the little resistance he made to this proposal. Alas ! ere 
the year was passed, the cause for this seeming submission 
was explained. Neville wrote to the old man, taimtingly 
and triumphantly, alluding to the compact he had made, 
but that it was idle and useless all ; did he believe him 
such a dolt as to forge chains for himself which he could 
not break at his will ? At the very time the abb6 had 
united him as Charles Neville to the deceived Madeleine, 
he said his father was using every effort and expending 
large sums of money in changing the name, and that he 
had succeeded. Not alone was' the name of Neville ban 
ished for ever, but a title was in prospect, and when ootained, 
what search, what claim could ever identify him as the hus- 
bdnd of Madeleine, the father of her child ?" 

" But he acknowledged he knew she was his wife !" 
exclaimed Florence, strongly agitated. "Alas I alas, my 
mother ! Yet this satisfaction was at least her own." 

" It was. Her search for the Abb6 Gramont was at least 
not entirely in vain. Convinced that she possessed these 
important papers, and unconscious that they had been 
stolen, she died, in all probability, so far happy ; that she 
believed the friend, whom Providence had brought to 
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adopt her child, would have proofs of the legality of ita 
birth." 

" And you have the papers ! You really have them !'* 

" Yes, dearest, close at hand. You can examine them 
when you will." 

" And you and Lord St. Maur are convinced hy them 
that there is no stain upon my birth ? I may, indeed, go 
forth again like others ? His name was Neville when he 
married ?" 

" To us there is not the smallest doubt remaining ; there 
can be none I Other, and (though trifling) most convincing 
circumstances confirm this." 

Florence sunk back, with such a fervent burst of thanlts 
giving, that the Countess could not hear it unmoved. Every 
feature became irradiated ; her clasped hands, her parted 
lip, her swimming eye, betrayed the full tide of joyous 
gratitude which was swelling in her heart, though, after 
the first exclamation, words she had none. 

" You have more to tell me," she said at length, when 
her agitation subsided sufiiciently to perceive that Lady 
St. Maur's countenance was still somewhat anxious. 
"What can it be, that it will not permit you to sympa- 
thize in the blessedness of this moment, as you did in 
former sorrow? Ida, dearest Ida, do you fear that be- 
cause it has been revealed only now, that I can not be 
as grateful as I ought. Do you wish it had come earlier ? 
Oh ! wish it not ; it must be better so, or it would not 
have been." 

" And can you, in truth, feel this, my Florence ? Can 
you still realize a^Hand of Love in the. eventful tenor of 
your life? Can you still believe that your adopted 
mother's ' prayer was granted, and that the misery you 
have endured was its reply ? Florence, I ask not idly. 
Answer me only as you feel." 

**And as I feel, I answer, my kind friend. Had not 
the fiery ordeal, through which it has pleased a God of 
Love to bring me, been for good, it would have been 
averted. Had it been for our happiness. I mean ^or 
Frank's and mine, that we should have become one, this 
discovery would not have been so long delayed. No ! it 
is better thus. God in mercy heard my prayer. I can 
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look upon my sister's husband only as my brother, noiv ; 
can feel that with her he must be happier than he w^ould 
have been with me» or he could not so easily havo loved 
again. I do not say I could always realize this, but that 
I can now, freely and thankfully. Love is past and gone 
— I will not say as if it had never been, because my 
heart has lost its freshness, but the object of its illosioa 
is as completely banished as if he were one amongst the 
dead — ^perhaps still more so, for it would be no sin to re- 
tain his image then as it is now. Did I not give him to 
another ? did I not level the barriers between him and his 
happiness? I say it not in ostentation, but ojily to con- 
vince you that if I could* do this, if I could thus resign 
him, I should feel it sin to cease to struggle till I had con- 
quered all of love." 

" And you have done this ?" 

" Yes ! If Frank were free to-B^orrow, and could feel 
again that which he once professed for me — ^make me 
anew an ofier, I would not be his wife ; perhaps the 
weaning myself from old thoughts, old feehngs, was too 
deep suffering, to permit the idea of their retum, without 
the fervent cry for help, that such might never be — ^I could 
not bear it." 

" And no regret, then, mingles with this hour ? Florence, 
my noble Florence, can human nature attain faith like this ?" 

"Yes, yes! believe it, dearest Ida. God tries us not 
beyond our strength, beyond that which he vsdll give us 
help to bear. I know that the wherefore He has tried me, 
will be revealed in heaven ; on earth, I ask it not, hope it 
not. It is enough that His love permits iny feeling that He 
has willed it, therefore it is good." 

" And if the wherefore should be indeed revealed to us on 
earth, Florence — ^my own Florence — ^think you you could 
bear to know the truth ?" 

" Bear it I" exclaimed Florence, once more springing up, 
and laying both hands on her friend's arm. "What can 
you mean ? What havo I more to bear ?" 

" Little of sufiering, now, my Florence, but much to call 
for thanksgiving. Tell me, are you satisfied that your poor 
mother's death was happier than you thought ; that no 
spot of shame can attach itself to you ?" 
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* 'Wlial more is needed ? Is not that in itself sallicienl 
ruenjy?" leplied Florence. 

*• You would not, then, proclaim yourself his child, did 
you know that your father lived ?'' 

•* No, no I Oh ! call him not my father ; spare me that 
further agony," entreated Florence, pain suddenly contract- 
ing every feature which had beamed with such holy, such 
beautiful submission. "What can he be to me, or I to 
him, save as mutual objects of dread ? And even if he 
owned me, my legal right might perhaps interpose between 
him and other offspring, beUeved legal now. No, no, let 
me bo Florence Leslie still I No other name could be to 
me like that ; no father like hirfl who took me to his hearth 
and heart, when I knew no other, and no other would know 
me. It is enough we know the truth, why should the 
world know more ?" 

" Be calm, be comforted, then, my Florence ; it shall 
be as you will," repUed the Countess, fondly. " Nay, 
if it be such suffering, his very name you need not 
know." 

" His name I" repeated Florence, wildly. " Gracious 
heavens ! is that, too, brought to hght ? And was it this 
you feared to tell me ? Feared ! Yet why ? What can 
it be to me ?" 

" Nothing now to fear, my Florence. What might have 
been, had those papers been a httle longer concealed, or 
had you failed in that dread moment of trial, I shudder 
to thbk on. Is it possible you do not understand me ?" 
she added, as Florence's large eyes moved not from her face, 
yet evinced no emotion but inquiry. 

" Understand you ? Yes — ^that Charles Neville is discov- 
ered ; but you have not said in whom ?" 

Lady St. Maur did not reply in words ; but she placed 
an open letter tn her hand. Florence glanced rapidly 
over it. Her cheek and Hps gradually became blanched 
to the color of her robe, as she proceeded. Her breath 
became impeded, till at length she felt as if every pulse 
suddenly stood still. Her brow contracted, her eyes dis 
tended, and though the paper dropped from her hands, 
they remained convulsively clenched, as if they held it 
atill. 
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" Horeuce I'* exclaimed Lady St. Maur, throwing hei 
anns around her, "you are saved this intolerable misery 
Dearest, will you not thank God ?" 

Florence heard, and understood her. A grasp of ice 
seemed loosed from her heart and brain, and, throwing 
herself passionately on the Countess's neck, sense, and with 
it thankfulness, too deep, too intense for words, returned, in 
a convulsive burst of tears. 



-♦♦♦■ 



CHAPTER LIV. 

REMORSE. 

Lord St. Matjr and his family remained in Italy nearly 
a twelvemonth ; and though Sir Ronald Elliott could not 
prevail on them to return in his frigate to England, he did 
succeed in persuading them, before he leh the southern 
shores, to take a cruise in the Adri8;dc, touching at all 
the far-famed Grecian Isles. The excursion happily con- 
firmed the hoped-for improvement in the health and 
spirits of Florence. The Captain of course declared it 
was his much-loved ocean which had accomplished this 
good, although Lord St. Maur compelled him to acknowl- 
edge that she was materially better before the last cruise, 
and consequently that Italy had been as beneficial as the 
sea. 

Be that as it may, the Florence Leslie who returned 
to England afler an eighteen months* absence, was very 
different from the Florence Leslie who had lefl it. To 
the imspeakable happiness of Minie and Frank, there 
was no further appearance of gradual decay, and what- 
ever might have been the sorrow which they had feared 
was consuming her, its every trace had passed away. 
The quiet happiness, the unruffled cheerfulness of formei 
days had returned. She no longer shrunk, as Minie had 
feared she would, from witnessing the happiness she had 
done so much to heighten, but seemed to delight now in 
the society of those she had served ; needing no other 
proof of jjxatitude than the continuance of their nurture. 
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eonfidence, and love, and their unwavering respect and 
afiection towards herself. She promised them, as she 
could not quite grant their reiterated request to live with 
them entirely, that her home should be alternately with 
them and iJie Countess St. Maur. Minie and Frank 
assiired her they wanted but this to complete their 
liappiness. 

" You have not seen Emily, then, since her engage- 
ment with Louis Camden?'' inquired Lady Mary Melford 
of the Countess St. Maur, as they sat together one morn- 
ing, some months after the latter's return to England. 
Lord Melford's family were still in Scotland, where they 
had been staying six or seven weeks. 

" No, we missed each other completely, and I knew 
nothing of this engagement till quite by chance : Emily 
did not even write to tell me of it. Is it tho same 
Camden she met at our house two or three years ago, 
when we were so anxious to discover the truth about 
Florence ?" 

" The very same : you know he became intimate with 
our families from that circumstance. Alfred rather hked 
him, but never dreamed of his being Emily's choice." 

" Nor should I : some years ago he would have been 
the least likely person to attract her. Lideed, when we 
left England, I thought she would never marry ; does sho 
love him ?" 

Lady Mary laughed. " How can you ask such a 
simple question, Ida? did I not tell you some years ago, 
that love v/as out of fashion, though you and I were silly 
enough to fall into its trammels ? Emily is now \irged 
by the amiable desire of proving' that she has a will of her 
own in opposition to that of her parents, who did not 
approve of the match." 

" Why not ? he is of good family, is he not ? and • 1 
hear nothing alleged against him in the Way of character." 

" Character ! he has none to allege any thing against 
They will bo happy after their own fashion, I dare say. 
Nothing in common, certainly, except indolence, which 
delightfiil quaUty will save them from the trouble of quar- 
relluig. liouis will lounge away his mornings at the 
Horse Guards, Tattersall's, etc., as he does now. Emily 
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will furnish, her drawing-room and boudoir with the most 
elegant Berlin work, which, will occupy her some dolight- 
ful years ; perhaps for a change she may indite a 
fashionable noveli if writing be not too much trouble. 
She has read so many, that she might concoct one quite 
original in appearance, however borrowed in reality. 
Now, have I not sketched you a picture of true felicity, 
Ida ? Do not laugh, it is true to life." 

*' Indeed it is much too sad for laughter, but youi comic 
look provoked it. How can you talk so coolly of two per- 
sons entering into the solemn ceremony of marriage, 
taking a sacred oath to be as one, when they have no more 
ideg. of being so than they were before they married ; 
going their own ways, seeking their own pleasures ; in a 
word, living but for themselves, when they have sworn so 
to love one another, that self must be annihilated. It is 
dreadful I" 

" My dear Ida, hundreds do the same ; for ten that 
marry for love in this worldly age, I will find you fifty 
that do so without an atom of such romance." 

" Perhaps so ; but numbers in my opinion do not con- 
stitute either strength or wisdom. Better Emily should 
vegetate through life, as she does now, than many with 
such feelings." 

" Indeed, I do not think so. Matrimony may bring 
some cares and annoyances with it, and that will do her 
good. Their novelty will make them pleasiires." 

" A novel kind undoubtedly ; but how do you know 
that she really doei not love him as much at least as she 
can love ! " 

" Only by her telling me so herself. You may start 
and look disbelieving ; but it is perfectly true, she con- 
demns all love as the height of folly." 

. " Then why marry at all ? particularly as by youi 
account she is to work worsted and read novels just the 
same after marriage as before, so it cannot be for change 
of employment." 

" Oh ! but their is more 6clat in what the honorable 
Mrs. Camden does, than in the sayings and doings of 
Emily Melford. She says herself that she marries for a 
change, to prove to her father that she likes her own will 
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better than his, and to take precedence of her sister at all 
the dinners and balls where they may chance to meet." 

" Mary, you are micharitable !" 

" On my honor, I repeat but her own words. Imagine, 
should she have children, in what a capital school they will 
be trained." 

" Children ! Emily a mother, and of girls ? unless she 
change very materially, of which I fear there is little 
chance. Heaven avert such a misfortune both to herself and 
them." 

'* Amen ; if you speak so seriously, Ida, I must be senoug 
too. You say * of girls ;' do you think a mother's influence 
is less felt with boys ?" 

" Only so far that they are removed sooner from her 
care ; an indolent mother will dispatch her boys to school, 
almost before she has power to work them good or evil. 
Her girls remain with her under a governess perhaps, but 
that will hardly save them from the efiects of example ; 
and believe me, a mother influences the tender years of 
her children yet more by example, than by precept. In 
your case, dear Mary, I feel assured that your influence 
will follow your boy through life, babe as he is now, and 
little as you think you can do for him. You see I have 
read the thoughts which dictate your question, and I an- 
swer them in the words of Madame Oampan — * Mothers 
more than schools are wanted to give us a nobler race of 
men.* " 

" I ask but to make my boy like his father," wa^ the 
instant reply. 

Lady St. Maur smiled. " Conjugal love is not out of 
fashion then, Mary, though every other is." 

** I told you we were exceptions, Ida." 

" I am glad of it, Mary ; but for your boy, if you do not 
wish him better than his father, you can make him happier, 
for Alfred had little of maternal influence to make him 
what he is." 

" Parlez d'un Arte et Von vois ses oreillesj'* said Lady 
Mary, laughing mischievously, as her husband and Lord St 
Maur entered at that moment. 

" Which of us must look for his oreiUes Lady Mary V 
demanded the Earl in the same tone, 
15 
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" Oh, not you, though Ida was speaking, do not ilattei 
yourself it was about you. Alfred, as you were the ^Tie^ 
have you no curiosity ?" 

"None at this moment. I have just learned tidingfa 
which have startled me. Lord Glenvylle has been thxowii 
out of his carriage, and so seriously injured that there ia 
little hope of his recovery." 

A general start and exclamation followed his words. 

" How unfortunate," remarked Lady Mary ; " Minie has 
scarcely recovered the severe illness which followed iiei 
confinement, and I am sure is not well enough for Frank to 
leave her ; she has been so attentive and kind to that 
strange man, and he has grown so fond of her, vhat the 
news of his danger v/ill, I am sure, do her harm.'* 

" The more so, as Lord Glenvylle had just left Wood- 
lands in perfect health," rejoined the Earl. 

" Woodlands ! had he been there ?" 

" Yes, absolutely to see his grandson, to whom you know 
he insisted on giving the name of Leshe. His eccentricity 
showed itself even then. I wonder he left his retirement 
at all." 

" And Florence, how is he with her ?" asked Melford; 
* has she seen much of him ?" 

" Only since his visit to Woodlands. Cordial to women, 
you know he never is, and Florence rather shrinks from 
than invites his notice. He would, however, I have heard, 
distinguish her, as he has never forgotten what he terms 
her courage in seeking him, and her generosity towards 
his son." 

" Ida, how strangely silent you have become ; what are 
you thinking about V' inquired Lady Mary ; but the 
Countess — a very imusual circumstance with her — could 
not at that moment reveal her thoughts, and evaded the 
question. 

Melford*s intelligence was correct. When, nearing the 
metropolis. Lord Glenvylle's horses had taken fright, and, 
overturning the carriage, their master was so seriously 
hurt as to be conveyed insensible to his own house. 
Medical men had been instantly summoned, and pro- 
nounced him injured internally, and so severely ai 
to baffle their skill. He might linger, nay, might recover . 
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but it was so doubtful, they would not advise any delay in 
sending for his family. 

As Lady Mary had anticipated, the news caused Frank 
the greatest uneasiness. Delicate as she was, Minie could 
not accompany him, and yet she was most urgent to do so, 
declaring that his father ought not to be lefl alone, and so 
entirely dependent on his domestics. Frank felt the truth 
of her words ; but he could not consent, her health was 
much too precious to be risked, and he would have de- 
parted alone, had not Florence conjured him with earnest- 
ness to permit her supplying Mmie's place. She would 
go to his father, tarry with him till his recovery ; and thus 
if the illness were lingering, permit Frank's occasional 
visits home, without any increased anxiety. If he thought 
Minie well enough to be left, her resolution was taken, she 
would go with him to London. 

Minie's anxiety calmed on the instant of this proposal, 
and Frank, with real gratitude, acceded. All idea of 
Lord Glenvylle's dishke to her attendance was banished 
on their arrival, for a prey to incessant fever and dehrium 
only varied by lethargic stupors, he knew none of those 
around him. Full of affection for his father, notwithstand- 
ing his capricious conduct towards himself, Frank's feelings 
were harrowed to a pitch almost of agony ; not so much at 
the bodily sufferings which he could not alleviate, but from 
the unintelligible yet seemingly connected ravings of de- 
lirium. In vain Florence would conjure him to leave the 
apartment, or assure him there could be no meaning in the 
dark words he heard. He would linger speU-bound, and 
then rush from the room to pace his own, longing to disbe- 
lieve, yet feeling that he could not. 

He had never dreamed of remorse and its attendant 
fears as actuating hib father. His nature was too high, 
too pure to permit such thoughts as touching any one so 
nearly related to himself. He knew not of what he raved, 
save that it was evil ; yet there were words which froze 
his very life within him, seeming, in spite of their madness, 
to explain much of what had been mysterious in his parent's 
Life before, and he pondered on them till his brain reeled. 

Meanwhile, day and night did Florence devote herself to 
•le suffering man. He knew her aot ; yet her presenoo, 
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her gentle tending often appeared to soothe him wheix aL 
else failed. When Frank had power to think, ho implored 
her to take more care of herself. What claim had hiM 
father upon her that she should do all this for him ? 

'^ The claim of the suffering and the repentant upon, the 
healthful and the innocent," was her instant reply ; " Franks 
there is satisfaction in what I do. Do not care for me, only 
for Minie's sake, for your child's, calm this Mghtful excite- 
ment ; trust me, all will yet he well." 

" Well I If there should he cause for what I hear. 
Florence, does he not rave that I — ^I, though his son, viraa 
not his heir ? That there was a previous marriage, that 
then another may claim the name and the title, that it was 
for this I might wed with none hut one who could bestow 
them. Title ! What care I for that ? hut that I who so 
gloried in a pure line of ancestry, in noble birth, to add to 
the freedom and beauty of life, should find myself a name- 
less outcast. Florence, can this be well ?'* 

She tried to soothe him, to argue that the ravings of de- 
lirium ought not to thus disturb him ; but though for a time 
her efforts succeeded, whenever those fearful w|uiderings 
were renewed, Frank lost all power of reasoning, the vry 
obscurity in which his parent spoke but increased the tor- 
ture of his mind. 

It was nearly morning. Florence had dismissed the 
watchers one by one, and as Lord Glenvylle seemed to sleep 
more calmly, remained at last alone beside him, uncon- 
scious that Frank, refreshed by some hours' sleep, had re- 
turned softly to the apartment, and shared her vigil, hidden 
from her by the curtain of the bed. 

For nearly an hour all was perfect stillness, and she wm 
just sinking into slumber, when those low terrible mutter- 
ings which were always the forerunners of the wildest de- 
lirium, stai-tled her iito wakefulness anew. 

" Madeleine ! Madeleine I Come you again ? Have 
you not tortured me enough ? Yes ! yes ! I know it. You 
need not repeat it so wildly. You married Charles Neville, 
and he deserted you. How dare you call yourself my wife ? 
Am I not a Howard? Am I not Viscount Glenvylle? 
What has Charles Neville to do with me ? I know you 
not ! begone ! 1 have no child but my poor Frank. Yon 
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shall not rob him of his heritage. I have hoarded gold , 
take it, and go ! go ! I will have no son but Frank ! Son , 
have you a son ? Why not come before ? Why stay so 
long? Frank is too old now to give up his rights. He 
shall not, he shall not. It will break his heart. My boy * 
My own "boy ! Go ! go I tell you ! I am not Charles 
Neville now. I sought you, and you would not come. 
Why are you here now ? Love me ! Ay, ay, who ever 
loved like thee ? My own poor Madeleine, and yet I 
scorned thee, trampled on thee. Where have you be«n 
this long, long while ? I did not murder — ^murder ? what 
fiend's voice spoke ? Madeleine ! Madeleine ! come back 
to me ; tell me I have no child, no son but Frank. You 
will not ! you will not ! OiF! off! Fiends ! Devils ! Ye 
hold me with a grasp of fire — off ! I will not go with ye ! 
Off! off!^' 

The unhappy man had sprung up in his bed, his "con- 
vulsive struggles demanding the whole strength of his son 
to restrain him on his couch. But though actually trem* 
bling lest the violence of his madness inight do injury to 
himself or Frank, Florence called for no other aid. 

For several minutes the paroxysm lasted, then gradually 
subsided as if life had indeed departed. Frank moved not * 
once only he spoke, and it was to entreat Florence to leave 
them ; it was no scene for her. 

" Florence !" gasped the dying man ; " who spoke of 
Florence ? They took Madeleine there to elud« me, but 
she loved me too well for that, and she came to me spite 
of all they said, and how did I reward her ? Fiend, fiend 
yet I did love her as I have loved none other — and her 
child ^has she a child ? No, no, no ! Frank, Frank ! I 
will have no son but him — ^no, no, none but you." He 
added, suddenly, fixing his dim eyes on his son's face, un- 
conscious of his identity — " Frank, boy ! good, kind boy, 
forgive me; I have wronged you. If another come ta 
claim your heritage, let him have it ! there is wealth 
enough for you ; I have hoarded it, prized it, that I might 
leave it aU to you. They cannot rob you of that, and you 
can take another name, and purchase another title, Frsuik, 
and forget that you had such a guilty father. Let tho 
world talk as it will, what care you for them ? My boy 
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my boy ! do not curse me, I have loved you spite of 
aU!" 

" Father I" exclaimed the unhappy young man ; " Father, 
in mercy .cease, or speak more clearly. What have I tc 
forgive ? What have I to resign ? If I have an elder 
brother, he is welcome to it all. Let him but come for- 
ward and leave me only a father. Say but that I am your 
own son, that I have equal right to bear your name, and 
for aught else — ^Father, father, tell me but the truth !" 

** You may, you may ! perhaps, perhaps ! She died 
before your mother was my wife." And Lord Glenvylle 
sprang T>p again, the wild glare of his sunken eyes con- 
tradicting the apparent sanity of his words. " Frank, 
Frank ! if after aU I should have no other child, and they 
have tortured me for nothing, will you forgive me then ? 
Yes, yes — ^you were always good and kind, and so, so they 
will punish me through you — see, she glares on me still ? 
Madeleine ! what do you there ? Why do you kneel by 
my coach as if you would forgive ? You can not, you can 
not ! Only tell me that, that you have no child !'* 

Shuddering, and scarcely able to support himself, Frank's 
glance followed the wild gaze of his father, as if in the 
excitement of the moment he almost expected to see the 
being so apostrophised. He saw nothing but the kneel- 
ing form 01 Florence, on whose pale countenance the dim 
hght of morning fell, giving it an imusual expression 
of languor and illness; her black hair was loosened, 
and falling thickly round her, increased the illusion. 
It was on her Lord Glenvylle's eyes were fixed, dis- 
tending in their fevered gaze till they seemed about to 
burst their sockets. The convulsions of his frame ceased, 
his whole figure sfiiFened in his son's arms, his features grew 
rigid as stone. 

" Madeleine," again he said in a faint and hollow voice, 
"this is no dream; no fever. Frank, Frank, does her 
child live ? Is it a son ? No, no, no, she is my wife — ^but 
fou, my boy — " the jaw dropped, then came a gurgling 
sound, an appaUing struggle, and all was over. They 
watched beside the dead. 

From dawn till past noon had Francis Howard, now 
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liord Glenvylle, remained in his own apartment, refusing 
ingress to all, and leaving to the faithful steward of liia 
father all the duties both to the hving and the dead. There 
"was something pervading his whole aspect as he disap- 
peared from amongst them, which effectually secured him 
from intrusion. It was not till nearly two ho\irs after noon 
that his ovni servant found courage to knock at his door, 
entreating permission on the part of Miss LesHe, and when 
Frank did iiing it impatiently open, the man started back 
appalled at the change which a few brief hours had 
wrought. His brow was indented, his cheek haggard, his 
lip white and compressed, and the voice in which he de- 
manded what he wanted, totally imUke himself. 

The man was the bearer of a note and packet of papers, 
which Miss Leslie had a few minutes before conjured him 
to deUver into Howard's own hand. Frank took it, but 
carelessly threw the packet aside. The note was from 
Florence, containing a very few brief hues, but they had 
the power of making him impatiently motion the man 
away, and then seize the packet ; hour after hour passed 
and found him engrossed with it still. The papers were 
of various sizes, and in different hands ; yet one after 
another was perused with the same avidity, as if, notwith- 
standing their different appearance, they told but one con- 
tinued tale. Frank's very breath seemed hushed ; but could 
any one have witnessed the constant changes of his counte- 
nance, no more was needed to betray how deeply he was 
moved, or how nearly that which he perused concerned 
him. Again, and yet again, his eye returned to some 
particular passages, as if to beheve from a first perusal was 
impossible ; and it was not till tvnlight had gradually 
closed around him, that he looked up from the deep trance 
which his task had caused. The haggard look had faded 
from his features, the brow was imknit, the lip relaxed ; 
the eyes were full and moist, as he raised them in the 
direction of the calm^^ beautiful heavens ; and his clasped 
bands, liis parted Hp, spoke inward thanksgiving and 
prayer. 

" Frank Glenvylls ! Brother," murmured a well-known 
voice beside him ; " we may love each other still !" He 
caught her to his heart, and manly as he was. eschewing 
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weakness almost as a crime, his Taried emoticma 
calmed in a flood of tears. 

* * ' * * * * 

*' Yes, we will to Woodlands, with our dear Minie, mM 
soon as may be," exclaimed Howard, after above an hour's 
quiet converse had calmed his excited spirit, and the 
elasticity of the young Viscount had returned, the more 
buoyant it seemod from its late stagnation. '* A few uays 
ago I felt as if I could not, ought not, to burden her with 
the sight of such a wretched being as myself. Tangible 
evil or suflering, I trust, I could meet as a man ; but the 
bewildering doubt, the heavy apprehension of mifieiy always 
banging over me, which my poor father's words created, 1 
could not bear. I felt as if I dared not meet my beloved 
wife or my innocent babe again. But now, now, Florence, 
my own sister — ^how blessed the word sounds ! — again you 
have been the fountain of our joy. What had we been 
without you ?" 

" Oh, not me, dearest Frank ; our destiny, our h2q>pinesa 
depended not on a weak mortal like myself for its folfill- 
ment. What had we been without that merciftd Provi- 
dence, who out of such overwhelming evil, for so it seemed, 
could bring forth good ?" 

** But Minie, think you, we should tell her this won- 
drous tale ? You shrank from the idea of imparting it ; 
you tell me as loosening every tie which you so much 
loved. Do not think of us, but answer as you wish yourself 
my sister. It shall be still, if you will, and forever kept a 
secret from Minie." 

" No, Frank, no," was her instant answer ; " let there 
be no secret between us, brother and sister as we are, 
which must be kept from one whom you have made my 
sister still. No, I can bear it now. We will tell it all as 
soon as she has strength for the excitement. No tie will 
be loosed now ; nothing which can bring one thought of 
pain. Had there been no catcse for you to lear it, then 
indeed I had never breathed the truth to mortal ear ; for 
remember I am Florence Leslie still. I acknowledge no 
other parents than those whose name I bear. Keep* 
these strange and painful records irom the world, deal 
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Frank. None lives save ourselves -whom they caa in aughl 
interest or avail, and therefore no injustice can be done by 
their concealment. Let Minie indeed know all, but tell it 
to none else. Oh! wondrously indeed has my adopted 
mother's prayer been answered. Dearest Frank, how may 
we sufficiently bless God !" 



-♦-♦<^ 



CHAPTER LV 

A FBOVIDSNCE IN ALL. 

Had we listened to our own wishes, gentlb reader, our 
task had ended with the concluding words ci the previous 
chapter, even though the fortunes of our heroine might have 
appeared unfinished — ^marriage or death being the general 
climax with which biography of all kinds, be it historical or 
imaginary, concludes. 

It was our own earnest wish to have proved that a 
heroine might be happily disposed of without either one 
of these alternatives. But facts disposed themselves other- 
wise. That to a character like Florence, the life of a 
single woman would have been as happy, and as worthy 
of respect, admiration, and love, as the very warmest of 
her well-wishers could desire, we well beheve ; for we arc 
not of the number of those who think that marriage, even 
a very happy one, afibrds the only chance of insuring felicity 
and the proper station to woman. We believe that i* 
depends mostly on women themselves to secure their own 
happiness, and the respect and love of others, and that 
they can do tnls as single women as well as by 'becoming 
wives. 

Wa do not deny that the task is difficult. To conquer the 
pain of loneliness and desolation, to subdue the natural 
yearnings for some nearer and dearer ties than merely 
those of blood, which, alas ! but too often cool as years roll 
on, and our homes are severed like our interests ; and those 
on whom the single woman would pour forth her warmest 
afiections, give back but little in return, for they have 
Nearer tics ; that to be content with this, to make objerU 
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of affection and interest, requires an energy — a strength of 
purpose, and, above all, a deep clinging sense of His cherish- 
ing love, whom we can not love too well, which feelings^ 
perhaps, are not often perfectly attained ; and therefore is it 
that we see single women hut too commonly firittering aw^ay 
existence. Still hoping, still seeking for that eventful 
change in hfe— marriage !— when all change has long been 
passed ; and their endeavors to he youthful, to neglect the 
duties of one station, in the hope of attracting for the 
other, loses them the esteem which a higher respect foi 
themselves, and contentment with their lot, would luiavoid- 
ably command. We hold all single women, who so know 
themselves and their duties, as to he revered and loved by 
all who call them relative and friend, in yet higher 
esteem and admiration than those happier ones, who have 
passed through life hand-in-hand with a beloved partner, 
fostered and fostering, blessing and blessed. For the wife, 
in all hei struggles, all her pains, all her failings, all 
her virtues, has she ilot love to heal, to soothe, to shield, 
to encourage, to reward ? For the single woman, where 
may she look, save to herself and to her God ! How 
glorious the energy that snatches her from listlessness 
and trifling ! How sainted the principle that shielding 
her from self, and its host of petty miseries and ills, bids 
her live for others in whom she has no wife nor mother's 
claim. 

Yet to make a heroine sink into this, to endow her with 
no brighter destiny, would call down on the writer the 
charge of incompleteness and injustice. In vain have we 
urged that to one hke Florence Leslie, the good performed, 
the misery averted, the happiness created by her acts of 
self-denial and devotedness, would be sufficient recompense. 

"But why would you have had Florence sufier thus, 
and meet with no reward?" "We think we hear some 
readers ask. No reward ! Oh ! is there none in the 
privileges just enumerated ? None, in a life of virtue and 
its attendant faith, in a loveUer life above ? And even if 
there were none, we would not inculcate the false doctrine 
that suffering must be followed by temporal recompense. 
It i» a wrong, a misleading beHef to look to this world for 
^ile reward of good ; a mistaken moral to insist that the 
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adherence to the good, the sacrifice of self, the endeavoi 
to reahze the perfectibility of virtue, must find its recom- 
pense here below, or the economy of Divine justice is im- 
perfect. Recompense there is, as incomparably above the 
deserts of even the most perfect upon earth, as the Gra- 
sious Bestower is above those on whom it is bestowed. 
But it comes not wholly in this world ; we must look up- 
ward to receive it ; and therefore do we urge that th« 
moral of that tale is false, which would crown a life of 
trial with the dazzling lustre of earthly joy. Not that oui 
mortal course is desolate. If our readers have felt with 
Florence, they have traced love gleaming up througa 
all, and must acknowledge with her, that she had her 
reward even in this world. The " silver lining" was be- 
neath the thunder-cloud, and the darkest misery brought 
forth joy. 

Yet loving as she did, how was it possible that she could 
ever be happy or associate with the object of that love, dis- 
covering him to be her brother ? The most probable thing 
was, that she should go mad. 

Not so, captious critic ! We are not of the tornado 
school, and can quite believe, though a woman can never 
love tvricey as she has loved oncCy there is no occasion for 
death or madness to be her cure. Nay, we are sufficiently 
unromantic to believe, that passion may actually be con- 
quered, and that by securing the happiness of those she 
loved, Florence went the surest way to work, and abso- 
lutely did conquer it, although at the cost of her own 
health and happiness, before the truth was known. We 
further allege, that as neffeirly two years elapsed between 
the discovery of the misery she had so narrowly escaped 
and her seeing Frank again, it was quite possible for her, 
when they did meet, to regard him only as the brother, 
which, by his marriage with Minie, she had before tutored 
her mind and heart to consider him. The horror which 
had seized her when the truth was first revealed, had, in- 
deed been such as to terrify Lady St. Maur for her re- 
turning health, but her strong mind had conquered ; and 
some time before they left Italy, every painful feeling had 
merged into quietness and confidence, gratitude and joy. 
She no longer shonned his image or his memory. Her very 
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tude that the deep misery had been turned aside, ever pr^ 
vented the recuneaco of any thought which could disturb 
her peace. 

But did Fiask himself ever know at what cost to Flo- 
rence he had been saved &om a doom, at the very thought 
of which he shuddered ? Hot from the lipa of Florence. 
Neither he nor Miuie, while they blessed her aa — bumajily 
ipeaking — not alone the creator, but the preserver of their 
joy, ever knew how paJnfuUy the £rst had been purchased. 
If a thought of the truth did ever flash across the mind of 
Frank, as when he recollected former suspicions of unhap- 
piness, it might naturally have done, it was suppressed so 
quickly that it could never take defined form, much leu 
expressed word ; and he believed with his wife, that 
Florence's injured health and drooping spirits originated 
in her fatal secret alone. Minie's varied emotions at the 
tale she heard, we leave to the imaginations of our readers. 
Suffice it that Florence never had reason to regret that it 
had been imparted. Sisters, bound by no common affec- 
tion, they had been from infancy, and such even through 
long years of marriage and maternity, they changelesaly re- 
mained. 

It is the fashion we beHeve, in the concluding chapten 
of a tale, as in the last scene of a drama, to bring all the 
dramatis persona on the boards together. As, however, 
our characters are almost all disposed of, either in narrativa 
or conversation, we must eschew the common mode, and 
briefly as may be dismiss those that remain. 

To the world, the tale we have related, was never knusvn, 
tiever even rumored. That the young Yiscount insisted 
on settling half of his father's long-hoarded wealth on Miss 
Leslie, was, from his character, no very great matter of 
surprise. The sacrifice she had made for him, was causa 
sufficient, and so after the subject had been gossiped, 
ex^gerated, and treated in every variety of light, it wu 
dismissed to make room &r those other matters of momeat 
to the great, scandal-loving, busybody world. 

To one other person alone, in addition to those whom wa 
have named, was the eventful tenor of Miss Leslie's lile 
revealed. 
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It was a lovely summer evening, rather more thau twc 
years after Lord Glenvylle's death, that two persons were 
sitting in one of the pretty little parlors of Amersley, 
opening on a retired part of the park. They had, it 
appeared by the lady's attire, been walking, but as their 
conversation deepened in interest, the repose and solitude 
of that little boudoir had been unconsciously sought, as 
less liable to interruption than either garden or park. The 
lady had thrown aside her bonnet, and as she sat, her face 
upturned to the gentleman, he standing beside her, though 
the features disclosed no positive beauty, they were such 
as arrest irresistibly, particularly when beaming as they 
<«rere at that moment. Though the period of girlhood had 
merged into the epoch of woman's lovehest maturity, when 
one degree nearer thirty than twenty, she unites all the 
truth and freshness of early youth, with those calmer, 
more finished graces which have come not to pass away, 
but to deepen and endure. One glance on that open 
brow, that full dark eye, that finely-chiselled mouth, will 
suffice for her recognition by all those whose interest in 
FJorence Leslie has sketched her image in their minds. 

To the Florence of our first chapter, she bore indeed 
little outward resemblance, save such as the opening fiower 
does to the early rose-bud. But even as the full-blowr 
rose reveals the luscious scent and glowing beauty which 
the bud contained, although in part concealed ; so did her 
character, as it now shone forth, confirm and perfect the 
promise of its bud. The timid, shrinking girl, was now 
the dignified though still retiring woman. The high and 
truthful sentiments which had formerly been spoken 
tremblingly, as scarcely daring to find expression, lest 
Bcorners should mock, or the more experienced should 
pity, were now avowed calmly, unostentatiously, as tney 
had been acted upon in the many trials of her life. The 
heart which had throbbed and quivered at the faintest 
word cf kindness, and which a silken thread had led, if 
held by a loving hand, now rested on itself meekly and 
truthfully, contented with the love it gave, and the love il 
received. Living for others, indeed still ; but feeling tc 
the full that such existence was only living for her purei 
self. 
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Her companion appeared some two or three years hei 
senior, tall and finely formed. A high polish and elegance 
of tone and manner marked at once the English gentleman^ 
and there was, too, an honest frankness in all he said, 
which rendered it impossihle to mistake his profession ; 
but both their characters — as he stood leaning over the 
arm of the couch where Florence sat — ^had so evidently 
merged into the anxious lover, that they may be passed 
over with very Httle notice. Florence had been speaking 
long- and earnestly, evidently narrating circumstances or 
feelings, to which Sir Ronald Elliott listened, scarcely 
breathing lest he should lose a word, though much of which 
she told him he already knew. 

"You know all now," she said in conclusion, "more 
than any being on earth knows except Lord and Lady St 
Maur, more than I ever believed could pass my Hps again 
Yet acting nobly, generously, as you have done by me, it 
is your due. I neither could nor would have become your 
wife, with any one circumstance untold. Of course, had 
not all love been preyiously subdued, the very fact of 
discovering who it was with whom in perfect ignorance 
and innocence my affections had become twined, must have 
banished the passion forever, even if to do so had caused 
my death, which, perhaps, had it not been conquered, 
must inevitably have ensued. But though five years have 
elapsed since then, and all love has passed away as entirely 
as if it had never been, save that I now shrink from its 
thought with such shuddering that I dare not, if I could, 
feel such emotion again ; how may I hope or beheve that a 
heart whirsh ha^ lost the sunny freshness of youth's first 
feelings, will bestow on you the happiness, which you tell 
me can exist but with its possession ? Do not hesitate to 
speak those sentiments which my unvarnished narration 
may have excited. You cannot have known the facts be- 
fore, and therefore have I so hesitated to accept the attentions 
you have lavished on me during the last few months. J 
longed for you to know the truth, believing that if knoi^n 
you must cease to value a heart which can give so poor a 
return for all the devotedness of yours." 

" So poor a return I" he answered passionately. " Flo- 
rence, call you truth, confidence, esteem, afiection, however 
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calm and uitimpassioned from a lieart like yours, lut pool 
return ? Oh I dearer, more precious to me thus revealed 
than the first and freshest love of the loveliest on earth. 
You know not how for the last five years, aye, from the 
first evening I beheld you sitting in your deep sorrow in 
this very room at Ida's feet, I have borne your image with 
me, wherever you have been — ^though how might I annoy 
you with attentions, with words of love, when your thoughts 
were ail fixed on other things. No, Florence, no. Lord 
St. Maur penetrated my secret, and to save me from the 
danger of unrequited love, he told me almost all you have 
revealed, save the name of him you loved ; and yet I lovad, 
aye, hopeless as it seemed." 

" All ! you knew all ! even the doubt upon my birth I 
and yet you would have made me yours !" 

" Yes, dearest ! and those things they told me to di- 
minish love increased it tenfold. What was to me the 
doubt upon your birth ? Yourself alone I loved, aye, 
worshiped; for the deep sanctity your uncomplaining 
sorrow flung around you, permitted little of mere earthly 
passion to mingle with my love. What to me that you 
had resigned your heritage for the happiness of others, 
save that the very deed first woke me to the consciousness 
how unchangeably I loved ! In the brief visit I paid to 
England, eighteen months ago, I looked on you again, 
and hope grew stronger, yet still I feared to commit my 
fate to words. I dared not ask you to be mine, lest even 
hope should be forever banished by your refusal. Again 
we met, I know not what bolder feeling awoke within mi. 
Yoa did not entirely reject attention ; you did not refuse 
my companionship and sympathy. You spoke to me more 
than once as to one whose character was not wholly 
beneath your confidence and regard. Florence, my be- 
loved, it was from these little things I gathered hope, 
for I knew I felt such conduct could not proceed from one 
who is truth itself, did she intend me to speak in vain. 
Forgive me that I did not interrupt you when you spoke, 
by avowing I knew alL before. Yoiu: confidence, your 
truth, were too precious to be so checked. They told me 
that the esteem, the afiection I pined for were my own, 
or you had not thus spoken ; that as a friend, a husband^ 
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dearest Fiorance, that confidence, that auction would bleas 
die still. One thing only you told me that I did not knovir 
before ; tiU this very day, nay this very hour, I knew not 
that the mystery of your birth had been dispersed, your real 
parentage made known. I can guess wherefore St. Maur 
withheld the truth, and I owe him the sineerest gratitade 
for so d>ing. . I could almost wish it had not been so, that 
I might prove how little such thoughts could weigh with 
me. 

" I do not heed such proof, dear Rcmald, at rather yon 
hare proved it," replied Florence, with one of those bright 
glistening smiles that sometimes returned to her lip hke 
the reflection of other days, and she made no resistance 
to the change in Elliott's portion from standing to utting 
by her side, with one arm most daringly thrown round her 
waist. 

" And you will be mine, mine ! in very truth my own," 
whispered the enraptured lover, looking upon the sweet 
face till it blushed bensath his gaze. " Mine, spite of all 
Edmimd's long sermons as to the pure romance of what I 
felt — can it indeed be ? I have dreamed of such bliss so 
long, it feels like a dream still. Speak to me but once, 
love ; say but one little word, that it is no illusion : you 
will be mine." 

*' Yes, dearest Bonald !" she replied, simply and frankly, 
and her clear, truthfal eyes shrunk not beneath his. " Sis 
months ago I thought my destiny fixed, and thanked God 
for its calm and quiet joys ; but with you, shielded by a 
love like yours, I feel, and have felt, perhaps, for the last 
month, that had I a heart worthy of tiie love you gave, I 
might be happier still. But there is one person to be con- 
sulted," she added, with a gay smile, perceiving, though 
Elliott was too much engrossed to do so. Lord and 
Lad^' St. Maur coming up the path to the glass door. 
*^ Not Minie, because she will be too happy to think I have 
a chance of being happy as herself; nor Frank, for the 
same reason ; and I believe, could he choose a brother, he 
would have chosen you ; not Lord St. Maur, but his and 
our Ida, who has vowed vengeance on any man who 
would rob her of one whom she flatteringly terms so 
useful a friend as myself Go and use your eloquence 
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with her, dear Eonald, for wed without her consent 1 
ean not." 

" 1 have no fear," was his joyous reply, springing from 
the side of Florence to that of the Countess, almost with 
a bound, and in a very few minutes they were all within 
the room ; the Earl, grasping the Captain's hand with a 
most sympathizing pressure, and Lady St. Maur holding 
Florence in a warm embrace, whispering such affectionate 
congratulation that it almost brought forth tears. 

" Yes, I will give her to you, Konald," she said, " for 
your love does deserve her ; and as your wife,- 1 shall not 
only keep a friend, but gain a relative. If any one had 
prophesied this years ago, that my lowly flower of St. 
John's was to become cousin and dearest friend to that 
same Lady Ida Villiers, from whom the simple girl then 
almost shrank in awe because she was an Earl's daughter, 
and who afterwards* suffered all kinds of sorrow rather 
than claim a friend in one she so foolishly loved, because 
rank and fortune came between us — ^if any one had proph- 
esied this, I say, who would have believed it ?" 

" And if any one were to read my tale, dearest Ida, 
would they not scoff and say, that to friendship like yours 
tKe world afibrds no parallel ; that it is pretty to read of 
but is never found? That one of your rank must havt 
neglected, if she did not forget, one lowly as niyself ; that 
in the world, fashion not feeling must guide, and therefore 
none of your rank and station could be as you have been. 
Oh ! you know not how your friendship aided in making 
me as I am. The world sees but the surface of life ; it 
knows not what Httle things may influence and guide, and 
how much female fiiendship, in general so scorned and 
scoffed at, may be the invisible means of strengthening 
in virtue, comforting in sorrow and, without once inter* 
fering with any nearer or dearer tie, may heighten in- 
expressibly the happiness and well-doing of each." 
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